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SHORT TO REIGN O’ER US

short, but oh how sweet. And Dief con taste itsfill
by David lewis

One Canada: The Years of Achievement 1956-1962,
by John G. Diefenbaker, Macmillan, 320 pages, $15 cloth
( ISBN 0-7705- 1443-X).

THIS BOOK, THE Second volume of Diefenbaker’s memoirs.
presents afull end fulsome view of the accomplishments of
thefirst two Diefenbaker governments. |t covers every area at
home and abroad. It gives a great deal of s%;ce to foreign
policy as well as domestic programs. The Chief holds our
attention as he paints vignettes of his world touror describes
some of the world leaders be met. He then gives us valuable
summaries of conversations he had with them. On occasion
he is didactic, outlining theprerogatives of the Monarch and
of the Prime Mini&r. the processes of Parliament and of :
the cabinet. always lovingly.

Mr. Diefenbaker is obviously an imaginative observer
and eolourful raconteur. Whether he defends policy, des-
cribes events, or delineates personalities, there is drama
antzli anecdote in the telling. The book makes interesting
reading.

Wh;ﬁe\-er one's opinion of the Diefenbaker em, it pro-
duced at least three events in which all Canadians can take
pride. One is the former Prime Minister’s speech to the
General Assembly of the United Nations on Sept. 26, 1960.
His challenge to Krushchev was forthright and impressive:

Another equally admirable act was Mr. Diefenbaker’s
part in opposing apartheid and demanding a declaration
against racial discrimination at the Commonwealth Confer-
&ice of 196t. This led to South Africa leaving the
Commonwealth. Present events in southern Africa make
this even more significant.

Third, but not least, is the enactment of the Canadian Bili
of Rights. Undoubtedly if such rights could be entrenched
in the constitution. they would be safer. But in view of the
immense obstacles to such entrenchment. “‘Mr. Diefenbaker
was right. Both in the schools and in the courts, the law has
already proven to be of grest value.

These were not the enlv actions of the Diefenbaker
governments that even a -political

of modem requirements and circumstances.” He envisioned
, huge reserves of oil and gas in the North, industrial
development and new communities everywhere.

One would have thought that, writing in 1976, Mr.
Diefenbaker would acknowledge that there are serious
problems about imposing this kind of development on the
North. Not aword of doubt does one find anywhere. He till
writes of the program with fervour. The Vision is alive and
well and continuesto live in Mr. Diefenbaker’ s rhetoric.

As one reads the book one becomes increasingly
sceptical about ths unrelieved .self-congratula~
tion on every page. If one were to accept the
author’s version of events, 1957 did not merely
see a change of government; it saw the Second
Coming.

However, as one reads the book one becomes increas-
ingly sceptical about the unrelieved self-congratulation on
every page. If one were to accept the author’s version of
events, 1957 did not merely see aqhange in government; it
saw a Second Coming. Only*ence in 320 pages is there an
admission of failure. (He thinks he should have acted more
quickly on Davie Fulton's formula for patriating the consti-
tution.) The rest is an unbroken catalogue of flawless
achievements. ,

The book iS egually marred by gross partisanship. In the
heat of political battle this is understandable. but in a
chronicle of past eventsit is somewhat annoyng. Every-
thing B.D. and A.D. (Before and After Diefenbaker) was
unspeakable. His partisanship goes so far asto castigate
Tommy Douglas as a political trickster because as Premier
he broug(ht medicare to Saskatchewan in 1961-62 when
Diefenbaker had appointed the Hall Commission on heaith
care the year before. The facts are that the Saskatchewan
government gppointed a commission on hedlth, headed by

oPponent could applaud. One thinks
of ARDA (Agricultural Rehabilita-
tion and Development Act). the fiat
nwjor program ‘of rural and, later,
regional development. Similarly, the
provision of assistance for technical
und vocational training was the ger-
minal idea for the present manpower
training program. There were the
introduction of simultaneous transla-
tion in Parliament and the franchise
for Indians and Eskimo;. The book
deuls lyrically with al these and
more.

Asone might expect, a great dedl
of space is given to Diefenbaker's
Vision of the North. The ‘former
Prime Minister saw it as the continua
tion of **Macdonald’s historic task
of natien-building within the context

Dr. W. P. Thompson. president Of
the University of Saskatchewan,
early in 1960, which began its hear-
ingsin May. mow than ayear before
the Hall Commission was an-
nounced. Indeed. a pilot project had
been set up in the Swift Current area
years ealier.

| deal with the above incident not
because -t is particularly important,
but because | have personal knowl-
edge of the sequence and could spot
the fallacy without research. This
highlights the difficulty of comment-
ing on the contents of this book as
distinct from style. The author des-
cribes events in such “Grit equals
bl ack,aTory equals white” terms that

one hgs to go to original sourcesto
- find the grey or even the pink. In-
deed, Diefenbaker is so obsessed

December. 1976, Books In Canada 3

o ——— - —

. ——re e Ty T LT

Lt W ol


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=John+Diefenbaker

;’hmv“&}..}..u{-&cw S '1
¢ Very Special Books
1 Jor very special people

q ¢ %@5 Komann

) Dave Godfrey
4 The first new book from the Governor-General
% Award winning novelist since publication of his best-
.t gelling The New Ancestors. Five yearsin ﬁ_repararu_on, I
Ching Kanada is a reinterpretation of this classic of
eastern mystic and practical wisdom for Canadians
# caught in an era of political struggle—art era which is
13 only beginning. Paper $5.95
¥

] -

4

A Seaport Legacy
4 The History of . John’s Newfoundland, Part I

4 by Paul O'Neill

#1 “is certain ko become a Newfoundland classic. In ad-
I# dition to impressive research and scholarship, the
#4 first volume.. hasa generous hélping of humourand
£t anecdote and local colour. It is the sort of book that
# Newfoundlarders (and other Canadians if they have
1" any sense) will take straight to their hearts.” —Harold
" Horwood Cloth $19.95

2 .
4 Louisa Clark’s

x

- Y ek

A nnual LA RIS
4 by Beverly Fink Cline L ‘WA __
4 Upper Canadian recipes, cus- | Py

; toms, gOSSIP, poetry and love L T T T
& stories. A settle-down-with — f=dmhtesties =
'} laugh-along-v+, personal ac-

4 count by a pioneer lady. Mlus-

# trated, by her own hand.

4 Paper $2.95

E

ATl the Bees & Allthe K eys

Text by James Reaney | Music by John Beckwith
AL last wrds and music ta play at homel Addightfuil ¥
story ne and musical score,make this special illus-
trated, lie easy open format book a must for 5-12 yeai:
i} olds. Paper $4.95

The Wait Letters

by Benjamin Wait
Introduction by Mary Brown
Afterword by Michael Cross
describing how Benjamin Wait was condemned to §
Death, transported in Chains to Van Dieman’s Land,
and how He Escaped. ; '
This is a vivid picture of * '
I political life in the 1oth  q¥5° T ORCEy
Century, of arrogant aris- ' by (&
s tocrats,cruelpunishments, 2 o
f‘f and remarkable heroism, & 3%
and in the end, of the tri- 3 3%
3 umph of a man who was & 3
% able to survive only be- %3
f‘>

AR

L= g vy

N R O N NS S SN A AT

3

4N4DIAH “‘\_G,‘J .

z cause of his deep religious 3
4 faith, his courage, and his %
4 rebellious spirit. Cloth $8.95

e
fm‘b‘sﬁ'x‘\ AR AN AN

v, B
%C'

4 Books in Canada. December. 1976

with Grit and Tory rival r?; that he expresses regret that he
agreed to recognize rhe third parties as such when he was
Prime Minister. o

Paranoia, particularly about civil servants, stalks the
pages.; The appointment of new members to the Civil
Service Commission shortly before he took office, per-
suades Mr. Diefenbaker that it myist have been a plot to
frustrate the Conservative governmént. L ater he admits that
he became so impgessed with Arnold Heeney, the new
chairman, that he‘appointed him ambassador to Washing-
ton, but this does not prevent him from casting doubt on his
loyalty and that of the other commission members. At one
point the author stales categorically that a number of senior
civil servants “had simply been underground, quietIY] work-
ing againgt my government.” He does riot say who they
were and gives not a shred of evidence for so Sweeping an
accusation. For.a defender of civil rights, this is question-
able indeed.

| happen to hold the view, and have often expressed it
publicly, that a new ?Qvernment should change rhe top
advisers, especially if it has not been in office for along
Lime. But | argue this not out of fear that the former advisers
would be disoyal or work against the government. Simple
common Sense suggests that if rhe new government has
innovative ideas and new approaches, it should have advis-
ers who are in §mpathywith those ideas and approaches.
But this is not the thinking Mr. Diefenbaker expresses, For
him the top civil servants were Grits and therefore ipso facto
not to be trusted. The danger is that when one starts on the”
loyalty route, one may go on without end. Thus, when the
author discusses some of his cabinet colleagues.- he makes
the following distressing comment: *‘Unfortunately, |
trusted My, colleagues; but, then, in the period of m
prime-ministership I had no reason not to.” I find this sad.

Mr. Diefenbaker leaves no doubt about his attachment to
the Monarchy and the Commonwealth. In his enthusiasm he
makes some extreme statements. He says: for example,
“{hat historically allegiance to the Crown has provided
Canada a raison d’étre, and that but for it, Canada might
have ceased to be an independent nation and becomepart of
the United States.”” At another point he states: “The Queen
... is perhaps the niest knowledgeable person in the world
in the fields of Commonwealth and foreign affairs.” It takes
faith for a grown man, let alone a leader, to make such
assertions.

In my review of the first volume of these memoirs, |
objected to statements that suggested that Mr. Diefenbaker
had actively opposed the King government’ s reatment of
the Canadian Japanese during the Second World War. |
know of at least one other reviewer who made the same
point. It is a measure of Mr. ‘Biefenbaker’s approach to
historical perspective that he attempts to reply to these
criticisms by reference to a-statement he made in the House
of Commons on April 23, 1947 — amost two vears atter
the’war ended. By then, even those responsible recognized
that they had perpetrated an injustice against the Japanese
Canadians. .

The present volume, like the first, is well worth reading.
There are titillating phrases, interesting anecdotes, as well
as much solid thonght and analysis.. Them are the author’s
version of rhe Coyne affair, of certain exchanges with the
Americans, of relations with the provinces, particularly
8uebec. Mr. Diefenbaker’s statements about his concept of

anada, of Canadians, and of nationalism are moving, if
sometimes ratlier sSimplistic. Howeved, one should not |ook
for objeetivity in this book. Fmm my own knowled%e of
some of the events, | have no doubt that they have been
coloured to suit the author’s framework and his conviction
that righteousness clothed all hi actions. No doubt the next
volume will show that if righteousness was defeated in 1962
and 1963, it was because of the treachery of some of hi
colleagues and the perfidy of the Grits. O "
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BRIDGE OF TONGUES

Why an Ardbic-spedking, Baghdad-bom Jew is a
perfect guide to the modern Canadian experience

by LM.Owen

Farewell, Babylon, by Naim Kattan, translated from the
French by Sheila Fischmao, McClelland & Stewart, 192
pages, $8.95 cloth (ISBN 0-7710-4470-4).

THE PRINCIPLE OF massacring whole communities becauseof
their religions was first introduced to the Middle East on July
15. 1099. when the flower of Western European chivary
entered Jerusalem and put to the sword the Muslim and
Jewish populations. who had lived in amity and courtesy with
each other and with theii Christian neighbours for 461 years
and five months. So what we have been seeing lately in
L ebanon has been the light of Western civilization, still
burning. And as the flames continue to leap up here and there
throughout the region, don’t dismissit as the curious be-
havlilour of inscrutable orientals; it was our erowd that started
It all.

Indeed, so alien is theeustom to the Middle Eastern mind
tht it was another 841 years and 10 months before it seeped
over the desert and crossed the Tigris into the streets of
Baghdad. At that date. 1941, the immediate Western source
of inspiration was naturally Nazi Germany. A group of Iragi
nationalists had seized power in January, theirobjectbei ngto
throw off the British suzerai néy which, though it had ended
de jure in 1932, continued € facte add had inevitably
tightened since the outbreak of war. The new government

roclaimed itself a belligerent on the German side. It didn’t
ast long: a the end of May the nationalist prime ministerwas
aready In flight from Baghdad and the regent was about to
return with a British army at his back when there was one last
flare-up of the borrowed Nazi spirit: a full-scale pogrom,
known in Irag& Jewish history as the Farhoud.

The Jewish boy who is the centrdl figure in thii autobio-
gﬁaphlcall novel was 13 at the time ofthe Farhoud, and it was
the turning-point in his life, though that was not fully
apparent to him at thetime. Becoming a published writer at
14, he continued for some years to think of his life as
dedicated to the building of an Iraqui literature. (In spite of
the immense age of its society, Iragas a nation-state is even
younger than Canada.) But It was too late; the Jewish
community of Baghdad suddenly had no future, and knew it.
Inevitably, the young man would emigrate m the West. and
would not return. The point of the novel’s title is that
Baghdad. the Abode of Peace for Jews as well as Arabs for 13
centuries. had become the Babylon of their captivity.

The reader who picked up this magazine in order to read
about Canadian books may be getting restless by thistime.
When are the moose andthe maples coming into this story?
Restless Reader clearly doesn’t know — and it's time he did
-that Naim Rattan, oneofthe most significant of Canadian
literary figures, is indeed a Jew fmm Baghdad whose native
tongue is Arabic. Extraordinarily, he is now aleading literaty
critic in French Canada, and as the principal literary officerof

the Canada Council he exercises an extensive and wholly
~benign influence among writersand publishers across the
country. His name. | am told by the Semitic scholar Frank
Newfeld, means “pleasant small person,”” which argues
singular foresight on the part of his parents. He married a
Montrealer and .is the father of another very pleasant, ver
small person whose existence holds a promise that in a couple
of generations the name Kattan will be as fully naturdized in
French Canada as Ryan, Johnson, Bums, and other exotics.
The opening chapter sheds a light | have long sought on
how Kaitan could fit so beautifully into our world at this
moment in our history. The young men are discussing-the
future Iraqi literature, whether foreign models should be
used, and if so should they be Saroyan and Hemingway or
Balzac and Maupassant? That's familiar, but an even more
familiar note is struck when the language of the discussion
becomes crucia. While dl Iragis speak Arabic, there are
threedialects-Muslim, Jewish, and Christian— which are
so different that they are amost separate languages. And
“the presence of a single Mudlim in a growp was enough for

... in a couple of generations the name Rattan
will be as fully naturalized in French Canada as
Ryan, Johnson, Burns, and other exotics.

his dialect m be imposed.” At once one thinks of English in
Montreal and Ottawa in recent times.

On this particular evening Nessim, one of the two Jews
present, takes an unprecedented step. His advocacy of
French literature is expressed, without apology. in the Jewish
dialect, His friend the narrator, deeply embarrassed, takes
refuge in silence until Nessim puts aguéstion to Tim directly:

1 chose a middle course. My words were neither those of the Jews nor
the Muslims. I spoke in literary Arabic, the Arabicofthe Koran. Then

in asupercilious tone and withcontained anger, Nessim corrected me:
“You mean...* And he translated into perfect Jewish dialect.
. Nessim was forcing me to take a stand against the solidarity of the
group. | could not reject our common language without humiliating
myself.

Nessim's obstinacy prevails:

By the end of the evening we had won the game. For the first time the
Muslims were listening 10 us with respect.... In the heat of the
discusgion, Jamil and Said borrowed some of our familiar expres-
sions. They stammered over words they had heard so often but never
allowed to cross their lips. They apologized for their awkwardness.

As the evening progressed, Jewish words came more frequently to
these foreign mouths. It was decidedly uncomfortable to carry on a
long conversation in two distinct languages.

That last sentence brin’%s back the memory of many lon
meetings in Ottawa that Naim Kattan and | have saithroug
together, “carried on in two distinct languages.” They
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. Helen Lustlg
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WHEELCHAIR by Margéret Penman
Volume 2 -ONE CROWDED HOUR by Charlotte Fielden
Three acls
Voluma 3 -DISPOSSESSED by Aviva Ravel
Six scenes (lull-length)
Vioiume 4 — VICTIMS by Lezley Havard
Three short, connected plays

THE JUDGES COMMENTS:

. incredibly well-written . . a lryly theatrical and exciting
play...” (Wheelchalr)

*. .. an extraordinarily fine study of a widowedwoman . ."
(One Growgsd Hour) |
“. . astunning portrayal of betrayal and impotence . . ."
{Dispossessed)
“... an abstract work developed with compassion . . ."
: (Victinis)
Price: $3.00 per volume or $9.00 for the set of four.
A c:lfal-c-_g_ue of 200 Canadian plays ;s available free ol chu:gu-lrom:

,@ playwriGHTS coop
‘\- 4 8 Yark Street, 6th Floor, Toronto,
Ontario M5J1R2 {416) 363-1581
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always ended in a headache for me. and now | know why
youth in Toronto was less adequate preparation for this
particular Canadian experience than youth in Baghdad.

To have adoor opened on such a totally unfamiliar world
as Baghdad is bound to be fascinating, especially when our
guide is one who belongs there but has also belonged hem for
mom than 20 years, so that he knows precisely whiih ofthese

Now Z know why youth ir;_Toror_\to was less
adequate’ preparation for this particular Cana-
dian experience than youth in Baghdad.

things, so familiar to hi, will be interesting to us. But apart
from that, the novel is an account of a universal theme, a
boy’s growing up. His fascination with the mystery of sex is
handled both tenderly and humeurously — and, to the male
reader at least, very recognizably; but the exotic setting
heightens the experience, and we realize how the mystery,
the longing. and the fears must be enhanced in a world where
women am so thoroughly wrapped up and for so much of the
time hidden away.

Sheila Fischman's translation makes us forget that it is a
translation most of the time, which is a‘translator’s object. |
admire it particularly because | have made two attempts to
translate Kattan, one (I think) successful, the other — well, |
bumtit. His French prose 1§ beautiful but not (to put Tt mildly)
limpid.

Inthe early paags.,vaby feouple of minor Gallicisms break
the flow of the English—when we meet “Nordic Muslinis”
(like Leif ben Eric?) and when “the British soldiers found
themselves at the gateg of the city.” But toward theend some
of the sentences stitie me as less than natural English. |
won't quote chapter and verse because | haven't looked at the
original and am not certain that | could suggest jmprove-
ments. But I mention it in order to make a point about
translation.

The great occupational hazard of the translator is that after
you havespent some weeks immersed in your author’s style it
inevitably comes to seem to you the most natural mode of
expression. Hence the later pages of a translation-tend to be
progressively more literal and less English. Both as translator
and as publisher of translations, | have Seen this happen ina
number of typescripts. | think publishers are inclined to take
translations on'faith, and not td realize that.every translator
urgently needs a fresh editorial eye cast over the typescript,
and a knowledgeable editorial voice to say, “Look, is that
sentence really the way you'd say it in English?” | don’t
think Sheila Fischman has had that help with this book. All
the mom glory to her for doing such a fine job. O
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PROFILE

LIFE TO WRIGH(T ...

.. .or the observer-observed. Five reveq_ling
hours with Canada’s proud, gun-shy comic noveli-s’r.‘

by Shidey Gibson

RICHARD WRIGHT'S Dpblishers thousht he'd be **delighted"’
to have me intesview him. | wasn't&sure.

In the past six years Wright has published three first-rate
novels. The Weekend Man was acclaimed in Canada, Bri-
tain, and the U.S. and is being translated into French and
Japanese. His second, In the Middle of a Life, won the Faber
& Faber award for fiction. Farthing's. Fortunes, his new
Jarger-than-life picaresque novel.. has just been released both
hen and abroad (see the October issueof Books in Canada).
Wright is that rare creature, a comic novelist who, to quote
Walter Clemons of the New York Times, “writes with the
apparent ease of breathing, and he is both touching and very,
very funny because you do not catch him trying.” He lives
close to the Toronto literary scene but while many readers
know and admire his work, the man remains a mystery. At a
time when Canadian writers are promoted a§ national re-
sources, how come we know so little about Richard Wright?
Obviously because he wants it that way.

So when | phoned him | allowed for the possibility that
he'd tum me down cold. He's too courteous for that, but he
did hedge. “I don't know.. . | don't go for al that hype.” 1
told him Ididn’t either. Hetried again: ‘‘I'm gun-shy."’ [ said
I could understand why. Had | read his books? Yes, | had.
How did I like his new one? | suggested that a writer who
makes me laugh can't be all bad, and on that reassuring note
we set a date.
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| was waitina when he came into the bar at Toronto’s Four
Seasons Motel — the unofficial CBC watering hole. We
shook hands tentatively but by the time his dry vermouth
arrived, we'd started to talk. Five hours later, when we
finished, | felt I'd learned at least something dbout the engag-
ing paradox that is Richard B. Wright.

How do you pin down a man who is shy but arrogant; a
“loner” but a devoted friend and family man; a comic
novelist ‘whose books are taught in several departments of
religion? A writer who is intensely Canadian but expects his
books to be read everywhere; is proud of hi working-class
background but teaches in a select boys’ school; who values
elegance and style but has no patience with affectation? A
man with passionate respect for some things but an outrage-
ous irreverence for most others?

Wright, who is 39. was born in Midland, Ont., the
youngest of five children. His grandfather came here from
Ireland during the famine and there’s a trace of Pennsylvania
Dutch in the family. Early in the conversation he told me:
“When | was borm my father couldn’t pay for the hospital
room. So he did some painting in the building by way of
exchange.” He doesn’'t say much about his childhood but
concedes that he was something of an outsider, an observer
perhaps, as far back as he can remember. After studying
communications at Ryerson, he worked for a time atCFOR
-in Qrillia, But he wanted to be a publisher. or thoughthe did,
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and joined Macmillan in Toronto. He stayed with them for
eight years but meanwhile he had started writing. | asked
him why.

“| think maybe 1always wanted to be a writer. Even as a
child | seemd to be looking at things or watching the life
around me. And | like words. I love the English language the
\\':Tme people have a deep and abiding affection for
sailhy or skiing. Why does a person write? Idon’t know. |
like writing: actuaily enjoy creating characters and incidents
out of words in the way that another man might-enjoy work-
ing in wood or stone.”

He left publishing and for seven years he and his wife
Phyllis lived on the income from his novels. two Canada
Council grants and some part-time teaching. They tried a
“return to the land” but it didn’t work. He describes those
years us difcult = “almost heroic:." -then withdraws the
word as excessive but we agree that a writer's career placés
heavy demands on his family. I asked if his wife resented the
sacrifices. He thought not but said | should ask her myself.

When they tired of their hand-to-mouth existence, Wright
taught for a time at Trent University in Peterborough, then
moved on to Ridley College, a private boys’ school in St.
Cutharines where he's head of the English department. Why
isn’t he writer-in-residence at some university? He's been
invited but considers it too temporary. His sons are five and
nine now and need the security of a settled place. He loves
teaching. even though he doesn’t get any writing done during
the school year. But in the three summer months a novel can
be blocked out and already he has one underway. It’s clear
that this arrangement suits him, providing an ordered
environment for his writing while meeting the needs of his
family. '

1 suggested that many of his views were pleasantly old-
fashioned. This was dismissed on the grounds that hé hates
labels. He is radical in some respects, but agreed that he's
suspicious of modernism and “Edwardian in sdrit,” per-
haps even conservative in the original sense of the word. *']
am also arrogant and irascible and self-righteous — but not
pompous. | hope I'm not pompous!” A wsiter's dedications
¢an be revealing and I'd noticed Wright's at once. The first
novel carries a formal dedication to his mother and father; the
second a discreet but loving tribute “to P.“; and the third, in
bold capital letters. “This book is for my two sons.”

He planned to finish three novels before he reached 40 and
he’s done that. After nine mows in 10 years he's content to
stay in one place. Wright thinks he’s the intuitive partner in
his marriage. admitting that his wife is far miore practical and
level-headed. and wondered if this left him Blaying what is
conventionally the woman’s role. The possibility didn’t dis-
tress him: he looked like a man storing away a useful piece of
knowledge. His only regret is the lack of privaey in hi§
present life. 1 enjoy solitude and wish to Jesus 1 had more of
it.” This is heartfelt and | wonder what I'm doing there,
interviewing him.

You can't talk to Wright without invelving his books. His
subjects. themes and images, his characters&d his relation-
ship to them were woven into our conversation. He resists the
suggestion that his novels'are autobiographical even though
there are parallels with his own life. The Weekend Man is set
in a Toronto publishing house and Bill Farthing, in his latest
novel, is the youngest of five children. Yes, of course he
draws upon hts own experience but, going through his three
books. he does nor have.a retarded child (although people
still usk if he has). his mother did not die giving birth to him,
hir father is not in a nursing home. he is not separated from
his wife. and he does not pursue a chimera. With the
completion of Farihing’s Fortiines he considers himself
primarily a story-teller and the book confirms it.

Wright is a very funny man. It's not surprising that he's
gun-shy when he draws such a sharp bead himself. But like
the bast comic writers. there's a gentleness and a sense of
decency underlying his wit. His observation is so acute that

CLASS WARSARE

Selected Fiction, D. M. Fraser.

“This collection of stories may
vet shake loose the piously
cemented stones of the Berlin
Wall that is Canadian writing.,

-CLASS WARFARE is a work populated by- the
children of the bourgeoisie who came to adulthood in
tbe recent past, and who made war against the
vertiginous emptiness that stretched out ahead of
them. They are brilliantly drawn; they are perbaps
, the best backward glance yet taken at the decade’ of
the war against the fathers, and there is no need to
qualify that statement with any invocation o f
‘Canadian’ writing.” —Georgia Swaight, Nov. *76

“_,.a superb performance, much of it satire of the
highest order and. ..a remarkably acuminate legend
of the sixties and seventies. Tke sort of book which,
just before we’ve finally blowm ourselves up.. .I'd
‘want to be certain to have included in tke time
capsule we'll leave behind to explain ourselves to
whatever follows.” —Canadian Literatuze, Foll *76 .

CLASS WARFARE and o1l Pulp titles in prine are available in Toronto ar:
Nth HAND BOOKS. 102 Harbord Sireet.
$3.50 Paper
PULP PRESS Box 48806 Stn. Bental, Vancouver Canada
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Robin Mathews

LANGUAGE OF FIRE

Poems of Love & Struggle
Introduction by MiTton Acorn.
$4.95 pa.,'$10.95 cloth

"Errol Sharpe

A PEOPLE’'S HISTORY OF
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

lustrated, 292 pp.,
$5.95 pa.; $12.95 cloth

_P.O. Box 6813, Stn. A, Toronto 363-7624
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William Pope was an exlremelﬂ Important artist of the mid-19th

century who lived and worked in western Ontario. This s the,
first publication of 36 of hisdetailed watercolour portraits
of wildlife and of his bright and perceptive daily journsls
that documented pioneer life in Canada Highly recommended
to collectors of Canadiana. $28.00, 175 pages.

Available at better bookstores everywhere.

@ﬂmmhe:ey Publishers Limited

Oh, the power ofpolitics!

in an-exciting novel.

by :rhomas Van Dusen

Unminuted meetings in the PM’'s office. a
national leadership convention buckled to-
gether with blackmail, a kidnapping and
some very, very private businéss.

$10.95 COLLINS PUBLISHERS

Evervthing that makes Ottawa ‘tick’ is here,r

| asked how he gets through a day. He laughed at himself:
*‘Often | don’t. The abilitv jo observe is both ablessing and
acurse, but you can’t tum it off even if you wantto,” .-

| mentioned the overwhelming “sadness” that pervades
his work. {He defined it as a sense of loss, the loss of God
and all our gods, which leaves us like Landon in In the
Mlddle of a Life-*surrounded by the awfulness of life, the
brute facts of living — the terrible day-to-day griefs which
must be borme.” It’s easy to detect Wright's own sensibility
in these lines. His new novel is an hilarious cock-and-bull
story, intended “‘to take the mickey out of Canadians,
Americans, Irish, and British,” but in it he continues to
touch down, albeit more subtly, on his powerful theme of
loss.

| mentioned another more frivolous preoccupation in hid
work. and this one took him by surprise. His wdmen
characters are physically strong, wirh strapping thighs, fine
knees, stout calves: even the waitresses are *‘big horsey
girls.” One exception is Sally Butters in -his latest novel,
who we never really see; the other is Vera, the fashionable,
angular. estranged wife in his second novel and the only
totally unsympathetic woman in his books. Wright looked
startled, but agreed | was on to something and sat there
thinking it over. Later he confided that strapping thighs are
line, knees don’t do much for him, and he really prefers
a tapered calf. In any case. “I like women generally.
They're far more interesting and civilized than men.”

Believing that you are what you read, | asked what
writers he prefers. “I read history and a fair amount of
poetry and | find myself going back to a few writers who
have become old friends. People like Years, Donne and
Blake, Coleridge, George Herbert and Chaucer — God be
good to that merry old Englishman. Novelists? Bellow and
Malumud and Walker Percy, a fine under-rated writer.
Some of John Updike, like The Centaur. A few Canadian
writers, but | won't bother mentioning thefr names. | always
go back ta Swif?. Twain, Mencken, Smollett, and other
nay-sayers and scoffers. 1 have a temperamental attachment
to funny pessimistic writers.”

And what does he teach? “No mickey-mouse courses at
Ridley.”* His students get Yeats, Auden, Eliot, Dylan
Thomas, Chaucer, the Romantics. Novelists such as Joyce,
Camus, Faulkner. Hemingway. A course on the classical
tragedy — Oedipus Rex, Hamlet, Othello, and Lear. And
Canadian literature, including Atwood, Laurence, Munro,
Richler, and Callaghan. “ And no, | do not teach my own
books.”"

He'; a member of the Writers' Union but “you don’t hear
me spouting off.” He sees books of our own as important,
but acknowledges a debt of gratitude to his New York editor
and admires the energy and professionalism of his American
publisher. Wright questions government subsidy as a way of
life for writers and publishers, and while supporting Cana-
dian content in core areas in the schools, he sees quotasin”
bookstores or libraries as interfering with fundamental free-
dom. Does he think Farthing's Fortunes will win the Gov-
ernor General’s Award? No, he doesn't, but.the thought
doesn’t trouble him. Ii's a statement of fact from a confident,
professional writer who has set his own goals and reached
them.

Wright is happy with his three novels. He sees his wiiting
as a talent to be used. a gift to be valued. He accepts that he
must earn a living and enjoys his teaching. An evening with a
friend and a bottle of Bushmill's is okay too, but anything
else that distracts from his writing he considers a betrayal of
his gift.

V\%e finished talking. | moved to pay rhe bill but Wright
moved faster. He likes Toronto — “the provincial capital of
the world” — and as 1 left he headed for the Yonge Street
strip to take his wife to dinner at a favourite trysting spot. He
complained to me later: “ The food was no lodger as good,
the service is lousy. the prices are outrageous, and rhe place
was filled with people in overalls. For Christ's sakes!” O
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ESSAY

And now, over @ 2 book

yow've paid for already

by Richord'[ubboclé

As It Happened, by Barbara Frum,
McClelland & Stewart, 188 pages, $10
cloth (ISBN 00710-3195-5).

THERE MUST have been about 10 of us
there that historic evening, packed into a
pair of stuffy green boxes that make up
CBC’s Toronto radio studio K. It was
Monday. Nov. 18, 1968, and we were
gathered to witness and participate as,
torthe first time, the Asit Happens roller
coaster tottered uncertai nK/ round the
bend., creal:ed up the mountain, andthen
roared into the depths.

Barbara Frum had never been
thought of.

The host that evening was Toronto
joumnalist Phil Forsyth. His second
banana was staff announcer Harr
Brown. fresh in from Newfoundland.
who nowadays stars on Morningside, in
Peter Gzowski’s old morning slot. Val
Clery (later to help establish Books in
Canada, and serve as its first editor)
presided nervously as executive pm-
ducer. | recall that one of eur story
editors was the glamorous, bilingual
journalist. Penny Williams. Judy
Brulke, whosenton to serve with distinc-
tion in the trenches of This Counery in
tiwe Morning, was production assistant.
And I stood by in my capacity asreporter
of baroque special events.

It was a magical night, a night t&°
remember. But it isnot remembered in
Barbura Frum’s memoir of the show, As
it Haoppened. |Rdeed. the historical

es of her book would be belter
suited by thetitle “As It Didn’t Hap
pen.”” For example, Va Clery, who
devised. developed and shepherded As
Ir Happens into existence, has been
expunged from the record entirely. In
his place Ms. Frum dishes up some
vague rumour about howthe phone-out
format originated in Germany. That's
not quite the way others recall it, and it
seems strange that Frum, who thinks
nothing of placing transAtlanticcalls to
the Pope, did not try to reach Mr. Clery
on the internal phone system of the
CBC, where he works as aradio pm-
ducer )

&her unperson in the Version
According te Frum is painter and broad-

caster William Ronald, whe nobly
hosted the show for at least IWo yebrs
until Ms. Frum was parachuted down on

« to him. They co-hosted the show for a

while, and then Ronald was brutally
dumped and Ms. Frum had it dl lo
hersdlf. Bill Ronald is not exactly thg
sort Of personality who merges with th
wallpaper, and 1 am surprised that a
woman of such alertness and intellig-
ence would fail to recall his name or
notice his burly presence around the
studio. :

To put it bluntly, From gives the im-
pression that the showdidn't exist until
she descended upon the scene in a blaze
of ilory.‘ bringing forth light where
darkness o’erruled before. Yet As it
twin, Radio

K. ~ g v
XX

Happens and its fraternal

Barbara Frum :

Free Friday, had run for three years
before her coronation, building good
audiences and proving the”format. She
belittles the years of work that went into
those shows, dismissing-them as *‘a
couple of experimental efforts.” If |
didn't know better Iwould be inclined to
suspect she is a graduate of Georg1
Orwell’s “1984" School of Journal-
ISH1.

But these are mere cavils. Let’s|ook
at the book.

AS It Happened consists most}y of
lightly edited transcripts selected from
the thousands of interviews amassed by
Frum during her incumbency, linked by
passages of explanation and comment.
It represents a Staggering performance.
Unless you have spent time in that hot
seat (as 1 have), headset clamped to your

-
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ears, plugged into a crackling phone line
to Guam. trying to converse live-on-air
withahordeofrock-eating starfish inthe
middle of the Pecific, barely able to
make out what is said, let alone respond
to it appropriately, you will find it hard
to appreciate the energy, acuteness, and
moxie required to carry out this assign-
ment'as well and asconsistently as Frum
does.

And what interviews! Aslt Happened
is an invaluable archive of verbatim
responses from the most outstanding
thugs,. nuts, spies, creeps, sneaks,
klutzes, and sages of rhe past five years.
In these pages you can meditate on the
insane ratiocinations of whaleophile
Sandra Good, a disciple of Charles
Manson, and devoted friend of would-
be murderess “Squeaky” Fmmme.
There's Jots of stuft on sex. reported in
the original words of Mickey Spillane,
Malcolm Muggeridge, and others —
including Jan (formerly James) Morris,
who sees both sides of the question, and
Mr. Alex Comfort, who animadverts
on monogamy (“penile servitude™).

Y ou will meet the UFO buifs, and the
UFQanti-buffs. Youcanstudyatleisure
asdes pitch from His Holiness Mahari-
shi Mahesh Yogi (who is not such a bad
fellow as Frum seemsto think). There is
a satisfying account of how the oily
prestidigitator Uri Geller was rendesed
Impotent by Barbara s baleful glare.
Mel Brooks delivers “ The Sermon on
The Matzo.” And there's one informa-
tive interview, which for some in-
scrutable reason never get on air, with a
gentleman in Los Angeles who runs a
sado-masochisticdungeon, in which he
offers his clients such delights as fruit-
flavored enemas.

And then there are the serious hits.
The book plays, down Ms. Frum's
habitual lofty-lefty obsession with the
“oppressed.” But she fa s care to
confirm her ideological purity by in-
cluding arighteous probe inm the mis-
deeds of those villainous scallywags,
General Motors and the other multi-
nationals; and she includes aritual dis-
paragement of the dreadful, dreadful
rotters at the FBI and CIA. In this con-
nection, it's interesting to note that
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Frum admits that the splendid warrior
forliberty, Dr. S./l. Hayakawa, categor-
ized her as a“knee-jerk liberal.” She
triesto laugh it off, but | sense sheisa
littletoochyaboutcriticismofanyson. |
can't think why she should resent his
comment. In my opinion, Hayakawa, a
semanticist of mot inconsiderable dis-
tinction, chose his words with surgical
precision.

It's dl good fun, for those of us who

, enjoy that sonofthing. But I'am obliged
to remark on & disturbing feature of the
book that brought itself to my attention
as| riffled through the pages for the first
time. | immediately noticed thatan on-
seemly proportion of Ms. From'’s text
consists of great undigested chunks of
tape transcripts. In fact, eyeballing the
pages and totting up the column inches
of print on my minicomputeras [ went, |
estimated that gp roximately 62 per
cent of the signifiant text has been
smply typed up from tapes made and
owned by the CBC. Three fifths of the
test! Yet on the fourth page we are
warned. ¢ Copyright 1976 by McClel-
land and Stewart."

Now. even allowing for From's pro-
digious talents and formidable ergative
inputs to the show. we must remember
that it had been running successfully
without her for years before she cameon
the scene, and that the book could never
haveexisted withoutthe enormous, pub-
licly funded apparatusofthe CBC-the
story editors. the horrendous phone
bills, the technicians, aworldwide net-
work of informants, elaborate elec-
tronics. Yes. and also the prestige of
Canada and the CBC. The utterance of
those magic names. as every story
editor knows. can haul even hostile
desert bandits to the phone to plead their
causes. With all her gifts, could Frum
and her publisher have assembled this
book on their own, without drawing
upon those massive public resources?
Haha! Ahhahaha hahal

The CBC accounts’ to no human
being. let alone ashareholder, so | have
to hazard a guess that during Ms.
From’sreign at least $1.5 million and
perhaps as much as $5 million in tax-
payers funds were distilled drop by
drop into the As it Happens thpes. Since
| can find no trace of a CBC claim to
copyright anywhere in the book, 1 have
toassume that CBC officials gave author
and publishercarte blanche to mine this
rich lode freely, as they wished. and lay
it holus bolus on the page. | am not
accusing author or publisher of impro-
priety. I am simply drawing attention to
the matter and wondering who gave
permission for the profits from public
materials to be disposed of in this
manner.

The same strictures apply to Peter
Gzowskhi's Book About This Country in
the Morning and similar books in'the
same genre. This Couniry . .. ISamere
scrap-book, a collage of tape extracts.
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|etters from listeners, and what appear
to be publicity stills, al linked by a
hit of chat. A scissors-and-paste job. It
would have no occasion for existence
were it not for the platform erected for
the author at great expense by the cor-
poration. Yet the book carries the stern
reminder, “Copyright Peter Gzow-
ski.” Good dgrlef! [f anything such
books should bear the device " Copy-
right The Unknown Canadian Tax-
ayer.”

Acknowledgements, no matter ho
fulsome and smarmy, are notenough. I
is the public that (involuntarily) puts up
the risk capital for publishing ventures
such as these. Why should one or two
peo\klle be allowed to grab al the profit?

hen Barbara Walters decided to
earn alittle cash on the side from her
experience on NBC's Today show. she
wrote a pleasant little book based on her
adventures, telling you howtotalk to the
high and mighty. It was all her own
work. Imagine the heartburn and belly-

aching had she chosen instead to
“write” a book liftedsubstantialy from
NBC’schoicest Today tapes. No private
broadcaster, with shareholders in-
terests and profits to uphold, could real-
istically Eermlt an author or publisherto
benefit that way, without demanding a
substantial piece of the action. But the
CBC dobbersin the fleshpots of public
loot, and like all those creatures of gov-
ernment that are unjustifiable and hence
destructive, it just couldn't give a damn
about waste. _

Despite my churlish reservations, |
am compelled to recommend As It
Happened ase horrifying, fascinating,
funny document, a storehouse of some
of the most melodramatic-hyper-
dogmatic-aristocratic-undiplomatic-
axiomatic-dysaromiatic-newdemocratic-
paradigmatic thoughts that have flitted
through the ether during the past five
years, It's worth the price, even though
you've paid for most of it already. O

 Grabbing us by the tale

My Country: The Remarkable

, by Pierre Berton, McClelland &

tewart, 320 pages, $12.95 cloth (ISBN
-7710- 1393-0).

By DOUGLASHILL

I'VE WATCHED My Country, Pierre
Berton's television show, on occasion,

realizing that as an inquisitive immi-

grant I'd better take my Canadian coo-.
tent when and where | could get it.

Berton's work seemed civilized and in-
telligent— probably reflecting the man,

| thought. None of the irritations pecu-

liar to most televised history of the
documentary SON: no portentous MUSIC:

no precious camera-work and editing;

no struggles to force either poetic or
mythic coherence upon that which was
often mundane and disjunct. And none
of the horrors. of University of the Air,

either. Just Berton and agood story. I'm

pleased to report that the book he has

now created out of the research for the
show— 18 of his favorite tales reworked

and considerably expanded — capital-

izes upon those same vistues.

Berton calls My Countty “informal
history ... informal geography,” and
the low-key approach holds his reall
quite disparate materials together well.
One third of the tales come fmm the
schoolroom, another third /from the
underbrush of popular culture, the re-
mainder ffom the regions between. Ber-

ton seemsto fed no pressure to raise the -

relative value of his low stories, or to
lower that of the high. Certainly he has

had to reduce everything to a son of
narrative common denominator. but
since he thus treats each subject on its

.own merits, simply looking for what is

interesting andentertaining, hismethod
is unobtrusive and effective.

As far as céntent is concerned, much
of the appeal of the collection, on the
surface a leadt, is in its absolute struc-
tural illogic. Most of the stories are from
the 19th and early 20th centuries, but in
the book’s chronological hopscotch.
Steve Brodie. organizing the Depres-
sion sit-in that results in Vancouver's
Bloody Sunday. reaches out from hi
old age in Victoria today to beckon
across Ned Hanlan’s triumphs of the
1870s to the Chevalier de Troyes captur-
ing the English forts on James Bay in
1686. The adventures range in s:lpace
from St. Johns to Dawson City to all but
one of the oceans; the first, “The Great
Cross-Canada Hike,” sets the rough’
terrestrial limits? if not the actual dirke-
tion, for the stories that follow.

But besides Berton himself, and the
“theme of country” he announces -

" both words of his title demand m be

given equal weight-how much can an
outsider, or for that matter a concerned
insider, find of the elements that cohere
inm a Canadian identity, the unique yet
kindred experiences that make this
country and its past distinct? How is
Berton's country different from anyone
else’'s — miine, for instance?. '
If you look at the sorts of stories
Berton chooses m tell, and assume that
they fairly represent the diversity he had
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—~Z.08 percent. What significance does that have for

Canadians? ~
——  How did ‘Mr. Sage’ topple a government?

—— What is a Q-Book? .

—— What do the Canadian postal codes signify?

- - What is the meaning of the Canada grading system of
products?

- - Did you know that Canada has the first discount store
in the world and the largest record store in the
world: What are they?

- - ‘Look it up in Colombo’

LOMBO

John Robert Colombo
COLOMBO’S CANADIAN REFERENCES

—— 6000 references, half a million words

—=— the only one volume reference that identifies and

explains people, places and things Canadian

- - covers fifty subject categories, including the arts and

entertainment: business and transportation; \

government 'and politics; sports, places and

personalities

- - entries are alphabeticaly arranged and written from
the standpoint of what interests the average
person

an invaluable compendmm of information for general
readers, even non-readers, for students, and for
those who are new to the country

—-- a fascinating book to open at random and read fot

pleasure

- - clear, concise explanations of things you think you

know, half know, but cannot remember or

have never come across -

- - “LOOK IT UPIN COLOMBO' will become a standard

phrase for years to come

%
N $14.95 &
%

lo;o;K TUPINCO

quickly i)ec@mmg the
it of the season
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to select from. youcandetect at leastone
underlying pattern. Nearly one half the
tales are about figures who swere not
native Canadians. whoforonereason or
another found Canada the suitable stage
tortheir memorable performances. And
though the stories can be separated inte
categories of travel narrative, con-
densed biography, and incidental his-
tory. they are all Tocused on people, on
the human charactervisible through and
bayond the events. Often these men
(only two stories involve women) are
trueheroes, tragic or otherwise: always
they are a bit larger than life, if only
temporarily. This ma¥1 reflect simply
Berton's own ego. or the cliché/truism
that bistoryispeople. ltcould, however,
alsasuggest, andinan uncontrived way,,
that pervasive image of Canadian
experience as a vast and intimidating
landscape in the mind, an idea waiting to
be challenged by the exceptional person
-the daring. the talented. the resélute

— at the right moment. Thus Blondin

high-wiring Niagara Falls. Service
rhyming the Y ukon, Heame traversin
the North. Surely Canadians can stil
fed the itch of this possibility. with an
intensity and an immediacy that can no
longer exist for Americans.

ere’s no reason, with narrative his-
tory. why an informa approach has to be
less significant or less useful for a
country’s knowledge of itsdlf than a

HUMouUr
for
Christmas

@ag@
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formal (read “academic”) one. The
National Dream and The Last Spike
speak to this point without-need of
assistance. Both approaches, however.
deserve to be judged by the same cri- ,
teria: style, design and pace, accuracy.
My Country holds up well. Now and
then-notoften-thcwritinggivesthe
effectofjoumaliiticover-simplification
-— the ranks of declarative sentences,
the verbal repetitions, the exaltation of
the obvious, the bits of jarring slang.
Sometimes, too, Berton’s attemptsto
locate his adventures in their cultural
and historical context seem artificial,
seem like padding. But usualy the prose
isclear and strong, preciseandevocative
inits description, insightful in its psy-
chology, ingtructive in the rapge of its
attention. Two stories that show Berton
at his best are those on Charles
Chiniquy, the bizarre Quebec temper-
ance priest turned Presbyterian minister
and Orangeman, and on Joshua Slocur,
the solitary sailor. Inthis latter, Berton's
obvious idealisticattachment to his sub-
ject gives the tale a haunting and €legiac
power. :

I'do have a complaint about Berton’s
amost total assimilation of his source
material. | don't question the accuracy
of his details and dates at all: afew
random glances a Britannica, John
Robert ~ Colombo’s  Canadian
References, and Jack Batten's Champ
ions turned up no inconsistencies. But it
would be helpful to bave some sort of
guideorappendix that pointed to further
readi 23 thatgavesomeindicationofthe
printed. resources — narratives. jour-
nals, biographies, whatever- that are
readily available. One of the reasons
behind this project must have been to
makereaderscurious aboutCanada, and
not to encourage this curiosity to the
limit seems unfair.

It's impossible to quarrd serioudly,
with My Country, as regards either in-
tention or execution. The book’will not
enthral every reader, though J can't
imagine anyone not finding in it some-
thing of interest, something of surprise.
And if he considers the implications of
its open-handed yoking of the familiar

with the recondite, the light., with the

‘serious, athoughtful reader can touch
more than surfaces. Berton has made
these stories of Canada’s past acces-
sible: it's the reader’s job to apply them
to the Babel of the present, to look for
essences, listen for echoes. O

CORRECTION

TYPOGRAPHICAL gremlins launched a
mass attack on our review of Fred the
Red Cat in Three in a Tree.(Sumtner-
hird Books) in the November issue. The
author’s name is 1. J. Snider (not
Sinder); the correct price is $5.95 (not
$4.95). If Fred's face is red. so is ours.

Postrait of
2 Rory burg

To Reserve & Defend: Essays on
Kingston in the Nineteenth Century,
edited by Gerald Tulchinsky,
McGill-Queen's University Press,
illustrated, 402 pages, $18 cloth (ISBN

0-7735-0214-5).

By ROGER HALL

MOST OF THE essays in this weighty
compilation are worth preservation; the
balance, however, require considerable
defense, and, as with Kingston itself,
there seemslittle middle ground. s,

Editor Tulchinsky has assembied a *

comfosite picture of 19th-century
Kingston comprised of five segments:
“The Shape of the City”; “Fortress
Kingston’’; “Economic Develop-
ment”; “Politics ..""; and **Social
Change.” With minor exceptions, the
middle categories contain the strengths
of this group effort whereas the first and
the last, especialy the last, exhibit its
weaknesses. It is wearying but worth-
while to catalague the contributions.

The specia debt (or burden) that
Kingston owes to the military iS well-
surveyed by George Stanrf , and
Richard Preston’s anaysis of British
influence as perpetuated by RMC is
both thoughtful and engaging. Indeed,
the latter renders unnecessary John
Spurr’s superficial look at “Garrison
and Community.” Concerning
economic development. J. K. Johnson
vividly fleshes out Kingston's mdst
notable citizen, John A. Macdopald,
exposing his considerable involverment
in the' town’s business world. The late
Max Magill scrutinizes the destructive
collapse of Kingston's Commercia
Bank with style and reasoning that is as
tight as & balance sheet, and in so doing
contrasts the poverty of George
Richardson’s account of the Canadian
Locomotive Company. We learn preci-
ous little of thisimportant firm. What,
for example, was its capitalization?
Who were the shareholders? Why th
constant failures? And what of the so-
cial implications of this largeemployer
in a town "of Kingston's size? Is a
““sense of loyalty*’ -adequate explana-
tion for its relatively few labour prob-
lems?

political Kinlgsxon gets superior
treatment. S. F. Wise’'s masterful
understanding of John Macaulay and
his Tory circle reminds Us of the differ-
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ing regional features of the family
compact. and H. P. Gundy shows that
even in deep, dark conservative Kings-
ton ua reforming voice could occasion-
ally be heard. George Betts on munici-
pal government is informative as is
J. D. Livermore’s glimpse of Orange-
ism in Irish Kingston. and Donald
Swainson's portrait of prominent
[Lingstonians in high (federal) places.

In “The Shape of the City.” an at-
tempt has been made to reveal the
charucter and appearance of Kingston
and its environs. Arthur Lower’s
analysis of the **character™ of the place
is appropriately magisterial but both J.
Douglas Stewart in his r|g|dly narrow
sketch of George Browne’s derivative
architecture and Brian Oshorne in his
treatment of Kingston’s ‘confining
hinterland fail. for rhis reviewer any-
vy, to give the place any sense of
reality or moment beyond the confines
of technical language.

But it is Kingston's social side. the
last segment of the editorial composite,
that requires some sort of scholarly
surgery. Patricia Malcolmson's breezy
view of Kingston’s poor is itself impov-
erished. And that is too bad. for here is
a bide of smug. Tory Kingston that has
been too frequently overlooked and
could provide a splendid opportunity
for some methodological innovation —
perhaps a quantitative analysis of court,

- e e — = w e

hospital, jail. and House of Industry
records. Unfortunately what we are
given is a slim, impressionistic survey,

_-acontribution neither to history nor his-

toriography. Alan Green, on the other
hand, promises much regarding “Im-
migrants in . the Census Manuscripts
of I871"" and shows a keen apprecia-
* tion of the techniques of wringing out
social trends and-attitudes, but he deliv-
er& only a mitroscopic slice regarding
Kingstoh's labour force, and suggests
and intimates more than he ever
demonstrates. Nevertheless his evi-
dence that sudden influxes of *‘foreig
ners’” (in Kingston's case. the Irish)
increase and help perpetuate the
inequality of income distribution is
persuasive and should be compared
with studies of other Canadian towns
and cities. Regrettably, neither of the
final two essays, D.M. Schurman’s
“Trollopian’* episode concerning John
Travers Lewis and the Anglican See of
Ontario and the late Hilda Neatby’s
early hisiory of Queen’s Umversny,
come ‘near the high levels these
historians have generally achieved.
Schurman effeétively describes
Lewis’s missionary zeal but doesn'’t
account for its origins, nor does he
explain the social disruptions that must
have rocked the diocese as a result of
his single-mindedness. Hilda Neatby’s
study of Queen’s foundations’ is

Wind's Press

illustrations by Mercer Mayer.
Publishers’ W

more.

EVERYONE KNOWS WHAT A
DRAGONLOOKS LIKE. . .
{or at least they will soon!)

Beautiful Gii Books From Scholastic’s Four’

EVERYONE KNOW'S WHAT A DRAGON LOOKS
LIKZE, a fable by Jay Williams with full-colour

ly Has called this title“the most
exquisite children’s book of the current season.”
Award-winning fllustrator Mercer Mayer has created
luminous full-colour illustrations for this charming
story, which points out that appearances (esoecially,
in the case of a dragon) can be deceiving.
Other mew hardcover titles for Christmas include: .
CLIFFORD'S GOOD DEEDS, the latest book in the
popular series that features the world’s BIGGEST red dog;
THE SICK BOOK, an excellent title that explains
childhood ailments to the very young; HOW TO EAT
YQURABC'S,a bookabout vitamins; CATCHTHEWIND,
a book of windmills and windpower ~- and there are many

FOUR WINDS PRESS, Scholastic Book Services,
128 Mewkirk Rd Richmond Hill, Ont.

Forages5-8.$7.95.
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interesting but would have been much
more helpfiil in explaining Kingston's
uniqueness had it incorporated some of
the reign of Principal Grant, the man
who may be responsible more than any
other for Kingston’s present prestige.
After all, were it not for his uplifting of
Queen’s m a national stature, Kingston
might today be a largely forgotten,
although largish, river town.
Tulchinsky and the Kingston Histor-
ical Society should be applauded for
their efforts in conceiving this volume;
certainly the skimpy shelf of Canadian
urban history is much in need of exten-
sion. And it is a most handsome book,
well laid-out with large, readable type.
and, most unusually, relevant photo-
graphs and other illustrations (here in
abundance) perfectly mated tothe text.
There are occasional slips and typos —
Marshall Spring Bidwell did nor die in
1836 (page 11) but lived on to harry
both Canadian and American Tories for
another 30 years; aid thegoor sopho-
moric Sir Wilfred (page 164) should of
‘ course be Sir Wilfrid. But this would
have been a much better book had its
social side incorporated cultural and
literary interests as well, and had the
city’'scomplex and varying social struc-
ture been probed by quantitative meth-
ods. Perhaps this book will spur that
effort; at rhe very least, it shows that
Kingston deserves it. O
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Voice of
the turile

The Tenor of his Time: Edward
Johnson of the Met. by Ruby Mercer,
Clarke Irwin, 336 pages, $13.50 cloth
(ISBN 0-7720- 07365).

By BRUCE SURTEES

MY FIRST encounter with the name
Edward Johnson was in The Victor
Book of the Opera. The photograph
of an earnest-looking woodsman wias
identified as “Edward Johnson as Dick
Johnson.” The only thing that attracted
my attention was the two Johnsons.
‘Edward Johnsop as Dick Johnson was
eclipsed by Enrico Caruso as Canio,
Lawrence Tibbett as The Emperor
Jones, Lauritz Melchior as Siegfried,
Richard Crooks as Cavaradossi, and by
scores of other more-recorded artists in
their operatic make-up.

Mostofthrsesingers have anew role.
They have walk-ons in Ruby Mercer's
The Tenor OF his Time: Edward John-
son 01 the Met.

Miss Mercer is not a professional
biographerbut aformersinger(shesang
at the Metropolitan Opera! and broad-
caster whose lifeseems to bedevoted to
opera and everything to do with opera.
Her radiv program Opera Time is al-
ways groduced and conducted with en-
thusiasm.

This enthusiasm is carried over into
her biography of Johnson. She happily
tells us all the “nice” things that can be
remembered about the Canadian tenor
whose name is perpetuated by the build-
ings, the library and the foundation that
bear his name. Unfortunately, in her
enthusiasm to tell us of how popularand
what a great fellow he was, she has
avoided letting us in on any act tbat was
less iln noble or any encounters that
would make him look less than perfect.
We are shown duly the best side of the
face. the side with no blemishes. This is
not really a thorough biography, merely
the work of apopularizer. Johnson's life
unfolds like a story out of The Boy's
Own Paper. On page one. after the
seven-year-old Eddie had just sung
“Little Annie Rooney™":

**Someday,”™ he thought excitedly. *there

Will be thousands of people out there in a

great big anditorium, clapping their hands

Just for me.** And he bowed resin.

“You'ra geing to be a big star someday,

Eddie,” people told him. He grinned, but

said little. Deep down inside, he was sure he

was destined to become famows; but he .

knew it was best to keep such ideas 1o him-
self. People would only laugh.

1G Bool:s in Canada, December, 1976
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_JJames Borcoman, National Gallery of

In this chatty book; Johnson is refer-
red to as Eddie, except in important
statements such as: “The following
week Wolfsohn offered Edward John-
son an exclusive contract which, need-
less to say, he accepted.” Johnson is
unfailingly honourable: “If it's honest
work, I'lIl do it.” And since this book
is about him, he is always centre-stage
while other great singers and charac-
ters merely enter and exit, usually

* without saying a word, although the
exact date of almost every encounter
and event is given.

Unfortunately,, although Johnson

*did interesting things, met interesting
people, and travelled the world, he
himself emerges -as a boring fellow.
Perhaps he was not. There must have
been more to the man who did all these
things and ran the Met for a dozen
years: to do that successfully requires
more strength and shrewdness than he
is credited with here. He must also
have had personal relationships with
some particular people. But we are
privy to none of this. Could it be that
Ms. Mercer does not know, or was not
told of any more than she has written?
(I recall speaking to an NBC executive
in the late 1950s who told me of the
fear the Toscanini family had bf a biog-
rapher digging up details of any of
Arturo Toscanini’s alleged affairs.
Everyone has been discreet and nothing
racy has found its way imte print, pre-
sumably to the satisfaction of the chil-
dren and grandchildren.) Surely one
person fmm the nearly four pages of
acknowledgements in Mercer’s book
must have said something that would
add a little bitterness to all this sweet-
ness. if only for balance?

The Tenor OF  his Time is a simplistic
eulogy for -Edward Johnson, super-
lative artist, manager of The Met-
ropolitan Opera, and a force in Cana-
dian Music. It is easy to read, and
suitable for fans of all ages. O

HHlistery on @
paper plate

Charles Nbgre, 1820-1880, by

Canada, illustrated,’ 262 pages, $15
paper.

By RICHARD G. LANDON

‘DESPITE A resurgence of world-wide in-
terest during the past decade in the his-
tory of photography, large public col-
lections of early photographs are still
uncommon and the careers of many

]
L

mid-19th-century photographers have
yet to be adequately documented. In
1967 the National Gallery of Canada
began to buy photographs and James
Borcoman was appointed as Curator of
Photographs. Among the early acquisi-
tions was a collection of about 100 ex-
amples of the work of a neglected artist
called Charles Negre, a history painter
who pioneeted the use of salted-paper

prims for reproduction of photographs
and invented a photogravure process.

Using the collection at the National
Gallery, supplemented heavily by the
private collection of André Jammes,
Borcoman assembled an exhibition of
Nagre’s work for the National Gallery
in June, 1976. The resulting catalogue,
lavishly illustrated and beautifully pro-
duced, now is a primary source of in-
formation for its subject and’an impor-
tant reference work in the history of
photography.

Negre, at the beginning ofhis career,
attempted to school himself as a painter
in the grand tradition by attaching him-
‘self to Paul Delaroche, the most popu-
lar “history” painter of the day. The
“Death of Saint Paul,” illustrated here
by a photograph N&gre ma& of his own
painting, was exhibited in the Salon of
1848 and he enjoyed a considerable
success in this genre. In the late 1840s
he began to experiment rith photo-
graphy, picking up the paper-negative
process (as opposed to the daguer-
reotype) from French commentaries on
the work of ‘Fox Talbot. In common
with many other early photographers,
he originally perceived photogmphs as
aids to painting but he shortly became
aware of-the possibilities of photo-
graphy as an art form in itself. His
statement in abodt 1854 (published
here for the first time) that “if art is the
poetic interpretation of nature, photo-
graphy is the exact translation; it is ex-
actitude in art or the complement of
art” indicates au important shift in em-
phasis.

Nbgre also realized early the
significance of photogmphs as histori-
cal documents and embarked on a pro-
ject of photographing the great ar-
chitectural monuments of Paris. His
photographs of buildings, however, are
carefully composed in the manner of a
drawing. Perhaps his best-known
photograph (called “The Vampire”) is
a view of Paris from the balustrade
above a gallery of Notre Dame. A
comer of the cathedral’s north tower,
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the buildings in the distance, the sky,

the figure of aman, and the “vampire’

itseff la large grotesque figure designed
by Viollet-le-Duc) are all balanced to
creute contrasts of shapes and shading
and give the picture a dynamic tension.

Between 1854 and his death in1880,
Iegre worked to perfect a photogravure,
process using a technique called gal-
vanoplasty. [t ultimately failed because
of the extra work required to prepare
the plates: compared with other pro-
cosses; but Negre believed that photo-
gravure was the true goal of photo-
graphy because of its possibilities for
mass production of prints.

This catalogue was designed by
Frank Newfeld and his method of sar-
rounding each photograph with athin
frame works beautifully. The quality of
the reproductions varies considerably,
presumably owing to the varying phys-
ival condition of the originals. But in
renera] the photographs are clear and
properly identified (with measure-
ments), and useful notes are supplied
hy Borcoman in the introduction.

It is not aways redized that theNa;
tiona]l Gallery has a significant photo-
graphy collection. This exhibition, and
particularly this catalogue, will assist
In the promotion of the gallery*s primary
educational function and record per-
manently a splendid national
treasure. O
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" Hasta la_

viscous

Oil and Politicsin Modern Brazl,
by Peter Seabern Smith, Macmillan.
289 pages, $19.95 cloth (ISBN 0-7705-

1286-0).

By ALEXANDER CRAIG *

OIL IN BRAZIL, One experienced Cana-
dian observer has noted. is.like biling-
ualism in Canada-basic, always pre-
sent above or below the .surface, and
always a matter of contention. There is,
in ot%er words, much more to oil than
simply oozy liquid and money; thereis
awhole gamut of public opinion, myth,
and controversial history.

Peter Smith, professor of history at

the University of Waterloo, has set out
to examine how ail has influenced
political activity in Brazil. It has played
avery significant part in the turbulent
politics of that vast and populous na-
tion, and the author gives a good picture
of the changing constellation of forces
relentlessly supporting or opposing

the domestic exploitation of natural
resources,

Thisisadifficult subject, but’itis
clearly and hfflpfully presented: maps
anda gIossag at the beginning are par-
ticularly welcome.; and the author
handles geological and other technical
matters confidently. The subject is
treated in an academic manner. exten-
sive footnotes bearing witness to the
lengthy and detailed research. A
bibliography is given, and there are
long appendicés on petroleum statutes.

It need hardly be said that the style is
neither jaunty nor riveting; some impor-
tant subjects regject such treatment.
More comparison might have been
made with-the politics of state-run en-
terprises elsewhere -such as ENI in
Italy, which apart from any’ other
similarities, has also been very closaly
involved in the highly partisan politics
of that country. This study is largely
concerned with public opinion with re-
gard to ail, so it tends at times to take
too much at face value the apoalitical

rotestations of foreign inteiits. The

ocus eh micm-economics is sound,
but more might have been offered on
.macro-eonomic factors. such as the
place of oil within the overal picture of
Brazil's fuel requirements.

Yet there is much that might interest
Canadians here: the identification ofthe
people with natural resources; the dif-
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Jean Bruce
The great campaign to %(gj)ulate
Canada s west is presented in a
compelling and moving selec-
tion of 192 contemporary
photographs, most of them
published here for the first
time, together with short
related texts.

9" x 9, 192 pages, $15.00

"THE ENGLISH PUB
| Michadl Jackson

Introduction by Robert Morely
A unique volume fully exploring an

| incomparable social ingtitution - its

legends. its architecture. and its
highly decorated interior. “ Author
Michael Jackson has done a genuine
service to posterity and to the echo
of British greatness in a paean to the
pubs of England.” — Bilf Lyttle, The
Hamilton Spectator. “A lovely gift

':j book that should provide countless hours of reading and
d brovsing pleasure.” — Lethbridge Herald.
over 200 bjw & colour illustrations, 170 pages, $16.95

118" x 817,

THE LAST BEST WEST, [tumicam

DIRECTION ANMNUAL 1974
The fourteenth annual collaction of
British graphics, advertising, television ¢
and editorial design, representing the -
finest examples employed in today’s
mass media. An essentia book for
anyone serioudy interested in the

graphic arts. . LI%"x 8% |
over 500 bjw & colour illustrations,
372 pages, $40.00 ||

CHILDHOOD _ANTIQUES
. James Mackay
. A captivating treasure house of anti-
: ques of the child's world, this book
is a complete guide to the faseinatihg
,: and often quaint collectables of by-
| goneyears. It surveysthe entirefield

o b Te o from the Victorian period to the pre-
=8 e wa't Plastic, celluloid, metal and-wocden
. . toys before WW 11. Here is a book to

delight the actual or armchair collac-
tor for the magleal way it recaptures

the past. 104" x 8%':

over 125 bfw & colour illustrations, 136 pages, $15.95

Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited i; * 150 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Qnt.

ra

Dacember, 1976. Books in Canada 17

- m s wrre e R s me -


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Peter+Smith

BOOKS
FOR
CHRISTHMAS.

THE FATHER CHRISTMAS LETTERS
J.R.R. Tolkion . 57.85
A beautifully illustrated edition of
the Christmas letters written by
Tolkkien to his children.

THE RUTLAND DIRTY WEEKEND
BOOK

Erle (dle (of Hlonty Python' sFlying

Circus) $6.85 paper

Outrageous, | rreverent. In the silly

té_adltlon of Monty Python's Flying
ircus.

THE ASCENT OF MAN
Jacob Bronovwrski $19.95 ecloth
, $9.95 paper
The best selling history of man’s

mastery of his world. Illustrated.

GHOST OF THE HARDY BOYS
Leslie MeFarlans $8.95
The humorous, Informative, and
charmIng autoblography of the man
sho created THE HARDY BOYS.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WORLD
STAMPS 18451975

James A. [Maci{ay

A comprehensive, lavishl

reference work for

philately.

525.00
Ilustrated
udents of

E\ﬂeﬁhueﬁ
Puklications
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ferent types of nationalist manifesta-
tions of this; the forms and problems of
bureaucratic organisation devised to
deal with al this. These and numerous
other basic issues arc investigated
closdly.

Thére are many differences, of
course. Political activity is much more
uncertain and unstable in Brazil and the
role of certain actors, particularly the
military, is of course much greater.
Taking al this into account, however,
there Is still much of comparative in-
terest in Brazil's historical develop
ment of this resource **so vital to

" Brazil's quest for modernity.? Q
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remittance mamn

Litelines: The Stacey Letters,
1836- 1858, edited by Jane Vansittart,
Peter Davies (William Heinemann),
180 pages. $11.95 cloth (ISBN 432-

17500-3).
By DONALD SWAINSON

GEORGE STACEY Was a young English-
man Who got into serious trouble in the
1830s. He incurred large debts and
chased after loose women in London.
His wife forgave him his sexual pec-
cadillos. but his creditors were hardly
as kind. The resuitant difficulty was
serious, and George was spared a ses-
sionin jail only by his father. Edward
George Stacey. who paid his son’s
debts. The eldér Stacey exacted a price
for his very considerable generosity:

George Stacey Jr. was ordered to leave
England. In March, 1836, the father
explained to his son:

Afier much consideration Mr. Bobson,
your poor wife's ahxions father, and my-
self, your distracted parent. agree thal you
shonld immedimely go to'Canade. I have
mongrzﬁed my future in borrowing several
hundred pounds 10 keep you ont of the
Debiors” prison, and 1 am determined for
you to leave England in order to keep you
cut of the cluiches of that wreiched woman
in whose toils you so foolishly become
entangled.

George and his wife Eliza obeyed.
They left two of their children behind
and sailed for Canada where they set-
itled on a farm in the Eastern Townships
near Sherbrooke.

The Canadian Staceys corresponded
with their English relatives, and b?; a
stroke of good fortune much of this

correspondence for the years 1836-58
has survived. Jane Vansittart, who has
edited the letters, purchased them after
they had been advertised in a postage-
stamp catalogue. They have been
edited for publication in‘a careful and.
for the' most part, unobtrusive manner.
While some connecting passages are
not well informed. the Staceys are usu-
ally alowed m speak for themselves
through their letters. *

The result isinteresting; we are given
gil1i mgts& into the lives of both parts of
the Stacey family. Edward George
Stacey, the father, was’ an ordnance
clerk in the Tower of London. With his
post went an dfficial residence within
the Tower grounds. He reported regu-
farly to his son on ordnance business,
Tower life, great events in England.
English society, public life, and inter-
national politics, as well as on family
affairs. George thirsted for thiskind of
knowledge. As he explained to his
father when appealing for more letters
fmm home: “They are a life line be-
tween me. an exile, and the country of
my birth.” The reader is treated -to
some unusual perspectives on English
and European matters. Particularly
vivid are the elder Stacey’s descriptions
of the Great Exhibition at the Crystal
Palace and the fire a the Tower of Lon-
donin184l.

But the real interest in the Stacy let-
ters is Ghat they tell us about settlement
lifein Canadain the 1830s;1840s, and
J 850s. It is a miracle that the Canadian
Staceys survived. George had no knowl-
edge of agriculture or frontier life; he
was smply dropped into .a pioneering
society. His family was tortured by
Canadian winters and weakened
by lack of ddequate nonrishment.
Initially there were no schools, and so-
cia life was crude and unattractive.
George and Efiza were forced into
backbreaking labour in order to pro-
duce subsistence quantities of potatoes,
wheat, and maple sugar. Meat was
rare. hunger by no means unknown.
Only regular remittances of cash from
home kept George Stacey’s family
from disintegrating. Much of the cor-
respondence Is concerned with money;
George and Eliza were constantly ask-
ing for loans, -advances and
modifications in estate arrangements.
They were often successful. But their
labours — and generous support from
home did not produce success. At best
the Canadian Staceys were only margi-
nally prosperous.

We have a substantial body of gen-
teel immigration literature. Works such
as Susanna Moodie’s Roughing l1in
the Bush and Samuel Strickland’'s
Twenty-seven Years in Canada West
are deservedly well-known examples of
this genre. The Stacey letters are in
some ways equally instructive and in-
teresting. They deserve a wide reader-
ship. O,
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Her breasts
axe (one

The Mistress Condition: New O{)
tions in Sex, Love & Other Female
Pleasures, by Catherine Breslin,
Clarke Invin, 248 pages. $11.50 cloth

(ISBN 0-3415-0431-8). i

By SYLVIA FRASER

THELASTTIME I went toa summer

resort, | was struck by the fact that it was
the married couples whoseemed to want
to hook up. fast, with another couple.
To sight-see. To golf. To play bridge.
Afmig of the insecurity of being by
themselves. Of loneliness. Ofboredom.
The singles, moreconfidently, drifted in
and out of contact: In twos. In threes. In
4 bunch-nor evenly divided by sexes.

Nonh America is going through an
timportantsocial shift. Single isin, espe-
cially for women. Check that infallible
index ‘of popular taste, your television
set: there’s Mary Tyler Moore, a bach-
elor girl: Phyllis, a widow; Rhoda,
about lo become a divorcee; and even
super-eorcer-girl Wonder Woman is
back. along with the Bionic Woman.

The Mistress Condition is about the
new breed of woman who is trying to
malie it on her own. afitside the tradi-
tional haven of marriage. Author Cath-
erine Breslin-a former contributor to
Maclean’s and Charelaine, now a free-
lance journalist in New York — inter-
viewed 200 single women. with widely
varying backgrounds.

Breslin begihs By repatriating the
word “mistress,” which she uses in the
sense of **a woman who is mistress of
herself, of her life.” Her ideal mistress
is someone who adaptsenthusiastically.
Who tukey risks. Whofearns from pain,
rather than just enduring it. She may
have an important career, but is not a
cureer junkie. She prefers sexual rela-
tions that are open-ended. often multi-
ple. ruther than permanent and exclu-
sive, If she tinds herself hung-up in the
torments of love, she regards it as a
neurotic state, and cures herself. Even if
she has children, her, basic lifetime
commitment is to herself.

Breslin is incisive in disposing of the
romantic “heirlooms” that mothers
passon tedaughters, and whichshecalls
*sarbuge."” These include the belief
that parents know best because they've
been there first. That marriage is a solu-
tion ratherthanaproblem. Thatchildren
arc a woman's greatest fulfillment.

She also is good at documenting the
current role-reversal that has women
looking for sex. adventure, freedom. at
a point when many men have flipped

I

?

back to love. romance, and perma-
nency. As one cynical male chauvinist
put it: *Intheold days, women felt they
couldn’t suck anybody’s cock, but they
could get married. Now they can suck
anybody’s eock but can’t get married.”

Other quotable 1 quotes from rhe
mouths of many mistresses:

On loneliness: “The fruitful pains are
an essential ingredient of the
Condition.. . What begins as fear of
living alone. for instance, becomes the
genuine pleasure of privacy.”

On loving: “Once the idea of the
White Knight was shucked, even scruffy
men seemed to make more interesting
company. In placeofthat plasticideal, |
was free to take a man-any man-in
‘as is’ condition, and relish him for
wg;t:ver random qualities he had to
ofter me.”

On sexual freedom: “Women have to
get unprogrammed. ... A certain
amount of:fucking around is imnortant,
mostly because it’s so much a part of
what screwed you up initially.”

On monogamy: “I've become
addicted to monogamy in this perverse
nay, like a hard drug = not because |
liked the drug, but because | was condi-
tioned toit ... even if 1 finally couldn't
stand the man.”

On impotence: “Men have reacted to
every -wave of feminism . . . by with-
drawing their sexual favors.’ i

This book could have been a block-
buster. The flaw-—and itis aseriousone
— results from Breslin's decision to
organize her research ynder topics, sup-
portéd by snippets of Opinion, rdther
than to select a few women asexamples,
or even to create prototypes — to g0
broad, ratherthandeep. After248 pages
of ambivalent testimony, | felt as if | had
crawled throughunderbrush guided by a
map scrawled on an envelope. The
worm's-eye view, rather than the
bird's-eye view.

Here is herdescription ofsn interview
with Betty Friedan: “When | inter-
viewed Betty Friedan in 1965, she was

researching her never-finished second

book; the second thing she said to me,
after hello. was, “And how many chil-
dren do you have?” When | said none,
shereacted withasulky pique that lasted
through the four-hour interview.™
That paragraph lacks the milk of
human kindness. It also lacks-for me
—the ring oftruth. As Breslin explains
her standard: **My favorite mistresses
had no common denominator. ... They
were simply the ones | had most fun
with.!"” Well, yes.
B&in’s contribution in The Mis-
tress Condition is to focus in on the

lifestyle of the autonomous woman as ,

being different in commitment from the
traditional. rather than without
commitment. Given the skyrocketting
divorce rate, her mistress is likely to be
the prototype of the future. This is a
pioneer work. O

“HAVE YOU|
READ THEM
_YET?

infilatieon
It's Your Bag!

by Bernhard A. Frischke

$9.95 hardcover
ISBN 0-88924-050-7 &
$6.95 softcover
ISBN 0-88924-051-5
192 pages

N

T
-

tA.n economic journalist puts the elements
fmm history and today together to show,
in simple terms, whera our highly political
economit system is leading us. Read and
think: inflation, it i§ your bagl .

eileen mccullough
by Alice Boissonneau

59.95 hardcover
ISBN 0-88924-052-3
192 pages

Written with sensitivity and unusual style,
this stdry expresses the fears and problems. |-
of a teennge girl developing into adulthood..
AS levels of wartime Toronto society.,
from the Queen Street industrial slums;
to St. Clair Avenue wealthy homes. pm.

vide the setting for this first novel.
From better bookstores or
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Prose to the grindsione

The Rdill. by William Fox, William
Brooks. Janice Tynvhitt. and Helen
Fox, McCldland& Stewart, illustrated,
224 pages, $29.50 cloth (ISBN 0-7710-

3193-5).

By ERIC ARTHUR

TAM SURE | have never reviewed a book
with more pleasure than this one on the
mill by William Fox (who produced and
designed it!. Bill Brooks (whose photo-
Prap s are among the most beautiful |
have seen on archilectural subjects), and
Janice Tynvhitt (who wrote the text).
Having read The Mill. | am not sur-
prised to learn that Ms. Tynvhittisa
araduate of the University of Toronto
with first-class honours in English lan-
euage and literature. The team was an
extraordinarily happy combination of
talents and included the contribution of
Helen Fox, whose exquisite drawings
appear throughout the book.

When [ was asked if [ would review
The Mill. | said | would with only one
misgiving — it was described as a
“coffee-table book.” If size is a criter-
ion. it fits the bill; but it is not remotely
connected with the popular. often ex-
pensive, album of photographs to which
someone has provided an introduction.
The Mill hasa firg-class. lucid, infor-
motive text that runs through the book
from beginning to end, and amplemar-
_tinsallow space forcomments on draw-
ings and photographs.

The Mill differsfrom thecoffee-table
book inmany ways, but onereally sets it
apart: the interest of the reader never
flags. Though one cannot absorb it in a
night or aweek. it will remain as the
book on North American millsand will,
| am sure. be required reading in the
humanities in the universities on this
continent. That. | think, will be an
achievement that a coffee-table book
has rarely attained in the past. .

I am one of many who, with afairly
broad knowledge of our heritage of rural
buildings. had seen the need for a book
on mills, covered and uncovered
bridges. and barns. They are all struc-.
tures that had evolved over the centuries
without, until the 1890s. any real dis-
turbance in design or materia from the
Industrial Revolution of the 19th cen-
tury. When you think of the materials
with which they were built-shingles,
clapboard. board and batten and stone,
and the hardware of wood or beaten
metal at the local forge-and compare
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them with the artifacts that were
exhibited at the Crystal Palacein Lon-
don in 1851 or Chicago in 1892. the.
resistance to change and the continued
reliance on the products of the forest and
the earth are remarkable.

Unless1 missed it, the authors don’t
compare the mills with the domestic
architecture of the period they are dis-
cussing. But doorways called Georgian
or Colonial in the mills can be matched
with the finest in New England and the
older areas of Canada; and windows,
whethercasement ordouble-hung, were
undoubtedly modelled from contem-
porary houses. The doorway that
opened into the office of the Pepperel
Cotton Mill at Bid&ford. Maine, could
be matched with equally elegant onesin
houses in New England and the Mari-
times in Canada, egch with side lights
and muntin bars, fanlight and six-
panelled door. The house preceded the
bam without influencing itsdesign, and
the mill followed with a direct recogni-
tion of the house in proportion, com-
pactness, fenestration, and, generaly,
materials and pitch of mof. Fhe wind-
mill and the sawmill, | think, are the
only exceptions.

The authors make a good case for
preservation of the mills that am left,
some of them derelict. Quite afew, |
learned with surprise, “dropped out of
history because they never worked and
hadm be abandoned or rebuilt. The most
handsome are not aways the most
efficient.”” | would not have given a
beautiful full page to the MilLof Kintail
at Almonte (page 17). It is one of Bill
Brooks' best photographs but. in the
restoration, the divided sash windows
were not replaced and 1 Victorian
sheets were substituted. Worse, if pos-
sible, are the auminum frames and
screensin each window. | saw the build-
ing myself, and sought refuge atthe river
behind, which runs on flat, steppin
mck with islands of fireweed in fu
bloom.

So closdly do the mills (and them one
has m be careful because there are mills
in The Mill that | have new heard of)
resemble’ the compact Georgian or
Colonial house, that | was surprised to
read that “mills were usualy designed
from the insideout.” With all respect, |
think they were not (except a times, for
an irregular window arrangement) and
the example demonstrating the point,
the Isaac Ludwig Mill in Grand Rapids,
Ohio, is one of the few that could be
dispensed with in the book.

. Bt e —= = - b—— . e

-included.

Tam most impressed with thescopeof
the book, not only in types butalso inthe
coverageof Canadaand the U.S. and the
research that went into the project.

The mills are infinite in their variety
and | wonder whether, for people like
myself, a glossary should have been

_ some immediately su?geﬂ
their function — sawmills, woollen,
cider, wind, textile, and feedmills. The
serious reader will learn the difference
between com, grist, and flour mills.. 1
looked up smocking mill in my Oxford
and found that it has nothing to do with
the chemise (archaic) or the **field-
labourer's outer garment of shirt-like
shape, and upper part closely gath-
ered.”” Rather. a smocking mill 1s one
where “the cap only and not the body
revolves.” That made the whole thing
comprehensible.

The reader will find something to
interest him on every page, and | found,
among so much else, the fascinating
story of the Du Pont powder works. 1
didn't know that Eleuthére Irénée Du
Pont came to the United States m escape
the violence of the French Revolution,
and stayed to become the most success-
ful manufacturer of ?unpowder in
America. In 1802, he built a factory for
“military and sporting powder” on the
Brandywine River in Delaware. His
plant had features that the allies were
dow m profit by in the last war. Many
plants were constructed with four solid
wallsand aminimumof windows; when
explosions took place, everything was
contained and loss of life was consider-
able. It tock time to persuade the manu-
facturers that light construction was de-
sirable. Mr. Du Pont’s powder mill had
three walls of heavy masonry, and a
fourth wall and roof of light construc-
tion ‘‘toventtheexplosion harmlesslyto
the river behind.” It would take mom
than the att of Bill Brooks to make our
wartime’  high-explosive factories
beautiful., but the photographs of
bBoraEdywine am among the finest m the

ok.

We architects know Vitruvius as the
one who gave the definition of great
architecture as containing **firmness,
commodity, and delight.” Even le Cor-
busier hasquoted him, and hisdefinition
appliesm millsasmuch asm St. Peter’s
in Rome. It is interesting to see him

uoted foradescription of a waterwheel
that transmitted the energy of water
through a series of gears to drive a pair of
horizontal mill stonesin 15 B.C. We
learn that Roman |oaves were round,
flat, and so heavy that they sankin water.
According to Pliny, thefinest flour was
*“destitute of all flavour.”* To which the
authors add, “A quality some still prize
today.”

A great book that I strongly recom-
mend whether you haveacoftee table or
not. | found the Iap afirst-class substi-
tute. O
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Canadian Gibson Distillery Ltd.,
in affiliation with the |
Canadian Authors’ Association
and
La Société des Ecrivains Canadiens,
is proud to present the

Two cash prizes each in the amount of
one thousand dollars will be awarded to two Canadian authors
for the best first novel in English and in French.

Winner of the 1976 Award was, lan MacNeill for:
The Battle at Salt-Bucket Beach.

Deadline for the competition:*
January 31, 1977 for anovel published during 1976.

Publishers, literary agents and writers
may obtain full information by writing to:

Edwin G. Marriner, Coordinator
Canadian Gibson Distillery Ltd.
2085 Union Ave., Suite 865
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1B9
Td: (514) 842-4434 |
Trustees: Dr. Watson Kirkconnell,.Fred Kerner, Leslie Roberts
Curateurs: Robert Choquette, C.C., Edmond Robillard, O.P.,
- Louise Gareau-Des Bois
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IT"$ BEEN BEDLAM these past few weeks
inmy apartment. Courierservices arriv-
ing, the %hone going, taxi drivers bang-
ing on the door. The neighbours have
heen muttering and thesuperintendent’s
not happy with the jiffy bags stuck in the

arbage chute. 1teli you, it you need to

edl wanted let it be known you're wit-
ing an article on gift books for the
Christmas market.

The end result of this time of turmoil
isatower ON my work table like a stack
of odd plates ready for an auction. The
gift book format doesn’'t change: heavy,
Rat slabs; a dazzle of pictures weighted
for gravity with a text often meant to be
ignored. Periodically, while putting
order into this mass of material, ] envied
those English monks their pragmatic
natures. Such a glutof great tomes in the
abbey. so why go without a bread-
bourd or stepping stones through the
{nu% of the yard to the closet of elimina-

ion’

Here. then, is Christmas 1976. Anb
don't forget it's better to give than to
receive. Though either would suit the
publishers quite well.

PLACE BOOKS
T0 IMPRESS und be redlly sure you won't
k2 out-gifted there's Canada (Gage,

$29.95), a boxed volume of pi Ctus: :

sheets in Nationa Film Board styled
signed m advertise the country to
foreigners. Ideal for display whereit's
important m put our rosiest foot for-
ward. like the libraries of Canadian em-
bassies abread. Homebodies, on the
other hand, won't find much of sub-
stunce here. Least of'all the Maritimers,
whose entire region is disposed of in a
coupleofnondescript photographs leav-
ingspoce for a generous and memorable
spread on the Arctic.

Two books from Vancouver were
prepared to coincide with the Habitat
Caonference held there earlier this year

—— — - — — ettt S @ b m e m

Books telebrating Ottawaas acity are
rare, SO residents might be grateful for
La Sdle Academy: New Life for a
Herita%e Building (Ministry of State
for Urban Affairs, $5.95 cloth and
$3.95 paper). The old school on Sussex
Street was recently restored to its 1890
state for use, as the Ministry of Urban
Affairs. An interesting review in words
and pictures of Ottawa's history is in-
cluded and should convince even the
most cynical that thecapital redly does
have a past and didn’t spring ready
formed from the head of some civil
servant.

NATURE BOOKS
MOST IMPRESSIVE  in this area so well
beloved of publishers of lavish books is

e e -

Frank L. Beebe's Hawks, Facons and
Falconry (Hancock House, $24.95).

Though turgrd and formal in StyTe, this
encyclopaedic volume tells everything
Beebe knows about the ancient sport of
hunting with birds. And that’s a lot.
Though | can’t think m whom you could
ive it, except perhaps a friend who
eeps a pet hawk. But the book is cer-
tainly the authority on its esoteric
subject. .
Another authorité, but in a less
exclusive field, is Blood, Hall, and
Baumgarten’s Rocky Mountain ‘Wild-
life (Hancock House, $19.95). No sur-
prises here since you fget exactly what
the title says. Lots of pictures and a
clear, knowledgeabletext, halfofwhich
consists of the facts and figures for each
individualspecies. Agood betforbright
boys and girls. Ithelps, ofcourse, ifthey
live in the Rockies.

Similar.in intent and design is Sea
Life of the Pacific Northwest

Chuck Davis's The Vancouver Book

. J. Dmr_glﬁ_s. $10.95) is an almanac. |t
looks like the telephone directory and Is
aready out of date. The City of Van-
couver (. J. Douglas, $29.951 is a
glossy that tries m express theessence of
the city in an essay of joy by Barry
Broadfaot. He likes Vancouver because
it's got mountains and the sea. The
book’s illustrations aren’t any more
specific. Most are the impressionistic,
mood kind and might have been taken
amost anywhere.

A much moreconcrete ideaofhis city
is given by John Richmond in Discover
Toronto({Doubleday.$12.50),acollec-
tion of his drawings, bitty folk history,
and comments. These latter have a
eutesy, gossipy humour not everyone
will appreciate. On the other hand, his
drawing style — the “messy” kind
much in vogue these days —works well
for the ramshackle shops on Queen
Street though it seems inappropriate for
composed and elegant buildings.
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McGraw-Hill erson, $14.95) b
Stefani & K. Gilbey Hewlett, but the
text is weak. It can’tdecile whether it's
going to be popular orm.thoritative and
the pictures. though colourful in a
slimey way, do nothing beyond confirm
what most of suspected al along-that
the ocean floor is mysterious and scarey
and we wouldn't be caught dead any-
where hear it. '

E l . ! I | . |
book. Dov\u? Gilroy’s Prairie Birds in

Color (Western Producer Prairie

Books, $14.95, $9.95) is directed at
bird photographers like the author hini-
self. They'll find details of how .and
when and with whathemok the pictures.
But don’t let the book’s title mislead
you. Most of the birds can be found
anywhere'in Capada, somerightoutside
your window. *

From' Information Canada come two
books in the gift style Albert Potvin’s A

Photograph by Stephen Taylor from Beyond the Road: Portr

Van Nostrand Reinhold, 143 black-and-white plates, 144 pa,”

CIFTS BY

~ Braving perilous |
wastes forlorn, o
hunis down a seaso:

' by Briar!’

“son's Skyview Canada (Informa—-

Panorama of Canadian Forests (In-
formation Canada, $13.50) is good for

its pictures if youlike nice trees. The text
wor't unset, agvone though the book
does make the salutary if Somewhat ob-
vigus point that the forests are good to US

taF]nd we should be. good right back to
em.
Not really a natgre book (but where

tion Canada, $10), which cals itself
otography
Canada.” This seems afull description
of its contents so no more need be said.
Air Force people might be interested but
few others, since the book istoo much a
Wha's Wbo of the aerial photograhy
world for genetal appeal.

And now a flower-arranging book.
Or does it really belong in this Nature

‘Book section? Perhaps not. See under

Cook Books below.

ART BOOKS
ARE ART BOOKS nore modest this ykar?
The ones I’ ve seen are thin and not too
pricey. The Kuorelek industry continues
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its & Vinions of Newfoundlonders, fext by Harold Horwood,

THESLAB

eightsond Arctic

rinfrepid reviewer -

1ol herd of gift books

Vintcent

ofcourse. The publishers sent him to the
Arctic witharequest to paintit thewayit
used to be. Which disturbed Kurelek’s

integrity. as he is honest enough to re-
ﬁ.g_Lmﬂ_t_ﬁTsm_t‘v IN an imroduction to_The 0

the Arctic (McGraw-Hill "Rxersona

$19.95). Hecouldn't ndany_}%loosan
saw skidoos instead of deds. The result
of this friction is a book that portrays
what seems a never-never Arctic, an
imaginary fand in which deds take off
into the heavens ora man jumps inm the
mouth of a polar bear.

4 second Kurelek this season IS Jew-

ish Life in Canada (Hwtig, $9.95%
which ITTustraies his idea o
community’s customs. Jews will cer-
tainly fed thatthe history of their people
in Canada has more drama and interest
than Abrzham Arnold's accompanying
essay manages to give it.

VA mbie el R s aTSRn

A ] L )
One of érenndsssiibfyhg ant books
this yearis another Arctic one. Peopleof
the Willow (Oxford. $9.95) isan uppre-
tehtious and valuable collection Of
watercolours painted in 1933 a a com-
munity in James Bay by Winifred
Petchey Marsh, the wifeofthe Anglican
missonary there. Few people knew of
tese calourful and delicate representa-
tipms of Eskimo ways until recently and
rs Marsh adds to them a description
of life in that remote village at that
ote time that is of great human and
jeal Interest.

pyblished | printed |
aper. matches colour reproductions of

is work with excerpts from his writ-
ings. These latter are interesting cer-
tanly, but demongtrate how a mast er  of
one medium can be an amateur in an-
other. Alsoreissued, though inaslightly

CcGraw-Hill Ryerson, D)
as itsuse in the schools as a primer to
{introduce the group and Its. per-
sonalities. More sophisticated readers
will find its tone of vulgar chauvinism

un%opealmg. .
mm Karsh of Ottawa comes Karsh
Portraits (University of Toronto Press,
$24.95), his fourth-volume Of portraits
ofthe great. Many ofthe studies, suchas
those of Churchill and Hemingway,
we've seen before. Among the few new
ones are Cousteall, Prince Charles, and
Castro. Karsh, as always, provides a
discrete reminiscence of hi encounter
witheachsubject. There areno surprises
here. Karsh |S Karsh, _

One of the year's most beautiful art

Beatrix von Ragué’'s A History of
apanese Lacquerwork (University of
TOroNto PTess, $3bl)_ IS thestandard work
on the subject, published in Germany in
1967 and now trandated. Too Few of the
reproductions are in colour. but the text
IS surpnsm%lél interesting and readable.
It used m beé that every middle-class
family in the Western world had at least
one piece of lacquerwork in the house,
S0 perhaps this book has a wider poten-
tial_audience than might at first appear.
Church' architecture is getting good
exposure of late. Hallowed Walls, a
Study of ehurch architecture in Upper
Canada,_ took the Governor General’s

Harold Kalman’s Pioneer Churches

(McClelland & Stewart, $25) isunlikely

B R R L N TR S
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, COOK BOOKS

| CONFESS TO a weakness for cook
books. They're like Hydm Bonds —
you can never have too many. Then's a
new and eegant affair From Mme.
Jehane Benoit — Complete Heritage

Press, $14.95) — compléte wit

Gourmet Magagne- style |llusiraiion
the sert of cook 'book you feel shoul
never see the ingde of a kitchen. Still.
her hints are as useful as ever, her man-
ner as endearing. Though1 wish some
one would tell me where she gets the
classy ingredients for those *“‘comfort-
able’Farm kitchen dinners’ she des-
cribes. Anyone acquainted with the
grocery stores in the villages atound her
remote farm in Quebec’s Eastern Town-
ships will know Just what | mean.

"o repeat the performance. IU'S a confus-
ingbook that tries to cover all of Canada
and the U.S. and al manner of pioneer
church building fmm the beginnings up
to the latest place of worship erecfed in
the Arctic. Some ofthe photographs are
impressive, some_are unskilled blow-
uﬁs of pictures raided from elsewhere.
The text ispoorly organized and riddled
with repetition.

Ethnic cooking is the subject "of
Sondra Gotlieb’s Cross canada
Cooking (Hancock House. $8.95). It

with €55 Eossip al THce «
people who provided the recipes; but for
new adventures in cooking from seal
flippers to pimshki, this is.the book.

It's unusual, to say the least, that the
yea’s Mot intriguing and delightful
CooK ook comes from two academics.

N Pleyn Delit (Universty of Toronto
Press. $9.95). Constancé B. Hieatt and
Sharon Butler adapt medieval recipes to
modem fimes withoutlosing any of their
fearful fascination. Thus one learns how
to gild a fowl, prepare rose petals for
eating, and make “garbage.;’ Clearly,
for really adventurous cooking, thisls
the book.

And now, as indicatéd above, The

Art of Decorating with Flower s (Fitz-
henry & Whiteside, $14.95) dlippin
INto My cooking section by a hair be

cause Pamela Westland tells you how to
make chervil soup and thyme jelly and
other interesting thingsas wellas hOw to
arrange weeds and field flowers attrac-
tively"in any old pot. The book is more
enthusiastic than clear, hut it's particu-
larly detailed on how to dry and press
flowers after wliich, if you'fe not wam
out, you're suPposed t0 go on to make
complicated plagues and pictures with
the results, SOmething for grannies With
artistic flair.

And finally, feft over fmm last
Christmas is a canadian Christmas
Book (Tundra Books, $4.95). being an
evergreen scrapbook,of pictures and
written snippets gathered by Caroline
Carver from the newspapers of Vie-
torian Canadato' illustrate how our
forefathers celebrated the holiday. Not
very differently, as it turns out. Lots of
dégh riding, tobogganning, and skat-
ing and a Santa Claus a every turn and
sentimental pictures of innocent chil-
dren and increased vigilance againdt the
perils Of strong drink.” And People giv-
Ing and people receiving. Just like now.
A publisher's paradise, | tell you. O
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Well made
in Orleans

The Madman, the Kite and the
Island. by Felix Leclere, translated

from the French by Philip Straiford,
Oberon Press. 153 pages, $1 1.95 cloth
(ISBN O-65750-175-3).

By CHRIS SCOTT

IN 1946, AFTER publishing a volume of
poems called Adagio. Allegro and
Adanre and already with a burgeoning
reputation as a singer. Felix Leclerc
retreated to the Iled’'Qrleans, where his
filmily roots go back to the year 1662.
The result of thisinner migration was
the tint draft of Le Fou de I lie, which
remained unpublished long after its au-
thor emerged from his self-imposed
isolation. It was not until 1958 that the
Paris edition apgeared. another four
years before publication in Quebec,
and now = 30 years after Leclerc re-
turned to his ancestral home-we have
the first English trandation. Philip
Stratford has faithfully rendered the
lyric cadences of the original. and has
written a useful introduction for anglo-
phone readers of The Madman. the
Kite and the Islund. He also makes
large claims forthe novel. calling it*‘an
origing, beautiful and timeless book.”
The plot is deceptively iimple.
Salisse, the fisherman, finds @ madman
washed up on the island shore. The
madman, Who iS never named, reports
that he has lost something. To Bérét,
the blacksmith. it's awoman: “I tell
you it's always a woman who drives a
man out on the road and out of his
mind." Bérét's advice is to get rid of
the madman: he may be dangerous.
Catherine. Salisse’s wife, agrees, but
her husband is not so sure. When the
madman wrecks his nets i an attempt
to prevent the island floating away (it's
high tide). Salisse thanks him **on
half of everyone on theisland.” The
next day, the fisherman and the black-
smith build akite for the madman to
lore. As Sdlisse explains, “He'd go out
of the reeds and go after it. And looking
for it on the roads and in the villages. up
the cliffs and in the liihthousr tower,

he might find the real thing he’slost.™

In his search for the kite, the mad-
mm gathers a nucleus of disciples.
{Siratford is correct to point out, and
reject. the New Testament paralels.)
Seveninal. thev include. as well as
Salisse and Bérét: Henriot, the son of
the local miser; Bouclé, nicknamed
“The Terror of the ISland”: Y ose and

her brother, the children of. the light-

house; and the hunchback Jubiau. The
24 Books in Canada, December, 1976

latter — odious, cynical; yet given to
outbursts of lyricism — will turn
against the madman, incitingthe villa-
gersto viglence and betraying him to
the'miserly Barnabé, who fears revolu-
tion; atheism. and the English geog-
raphy books that the madman is reputed
‘o have.

Beneath the idyllic surface of island
life, there is an undercurrent of dark-
ness and despair. Jubiau is finaly for-
given. not for the harm he has done the
madman (he is beyond that), but, for the
all-too-human malignancy that invades
the earthly paradise. The book’s end-
ing, as it has to be. is equivocal. The
madman disappears, the tide wiping
out his tracks and- |leaving Salisse to
wonder, “each time he goes out to one
of histraps at low. tide,., if the sea
hasn’t brought him a talking fish, a
packet of love letters, a queen's shoe,
or a mirror you can watch the whole life
of cities in.”

The Madman, the Kite and the Is-
fand is one of those rare books that
demands and defies comparison. Its
sense of place resembles Clarence
Gagnon's illustrations to Maria Chap-
delaine; its moral ilosophy,
Candide; its evocation of childhood,
Huckleberry Finn, A High Wind in
Jamaica, Lord of the Flies --'al “is
land” books, al timeless. It is senti-
mental;. there is even a strain of
quietism (the madman points to- the
Iegend above the graveyard, with its
intertwined Wwords pulvis and caritas),
yet for al this, one must agree with its
trandator. 1t isa masterpiece — one
between sickly mauve boards, aas, and
overpriced. O

_ Beautiful
whozit 2

Leonard Cohen: The Artist and
His Critics. edited by Michael
Gnarowski. Critical Views on Cana-

dian Writ&s series, McGraw-Hill
Ryerson, $11.95 cloth (ISBN O-07-
082179-8) and $6.95 paper (ISBN
0-07-08218&0_11

" By RON WALDIE )

LEONARD COHEN. Remember him? For
a whole -generation of Canadians
Cohen’'s poetry, novels, and songs
seemed to express in a unique way
those strang but vague aspirations of
innocence that haunted so much of the
1960s. But Cohen was important in a
way that Dylan and The Beatles were
not: he was ours. To recall what Cohen
meant |0 years later becomes a some-
what disquieting experience when one
realizes’that he has faded into 4n obs-
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curity from which he will probabl
never re-emerge.- On reading throug
this collection of articles on Cohén,
however. 1 cannot help but conclude
that his obscurity is appropriate. To go
back to Cohen is to evoke a nostalgia
for times past rather than to rediscover a
voice that is vital and needs to be heard.
The collection, edited by Michael
Gnarowski, S divided into- three sec-
tions: a group of brief reviews of his
poetry and novels, journaistic articles
and interviews treating his astonishin
popular carger, and amore substanti
series of academic studies that attempt
to assess Cohen’s work. Gnarowski has
chosen with ecare and the book presents
a catholic sdection of views and ap-
proaches ranging from the adulatory

Jjournalism of Burr Snider’s *‘Leonard

Cohen: Zeoey Glass in Edrope™ to the
more solid and skeptical stance of
George Woodcock's “The Song of the
Sirens: Reflections on Leonard
Cohen.”’ o .

In spite of the care whichGnarowski
took in assembling the anthology and in
spite of the generally high level of criti-
cal writing in the articles, ythe book
tends to be monotonous and repeti-
tious. The problem with this anthol
isitssubject. Cohen’swork ii simply
too thin to sapport prolonged eritical
investigation. His most substantial
work isBeautiful Losers and it recelves
the bulk ofcritical attention. It is, how-
ever, aformula novel that, having been
deciphered, does not provide much else
for the critic to dii. His poetry and
songs are conventional, mellifluous.
and miner and, while many lyrics suc-
ceed brilliantly, they require little criti-
cal suppdrt.

Consequently, when agroup ofcriti-
cal articles on Cohen-are assembled
into a collection such as this, they end
up saying the same things. While there
was disagreement about the value of
Cohen’s work, with Geor ge Woodcock
and SandraDjwa on the negative. pole
and Desmond Pacey on the positive,
ther e were vistually no divergent opin-
ions about the inter pretations of the
work itself. These disagreements are
what make such collections interestihg
because they allow the reader m be
come a participant in a critical debate.

To assess this problem with the col-
lection is not to dismissit as a wasted
effort. ‘Theré are some excellent articles
and interviews that will be usetul "t 0

future Cohen students. Frank Davey's

analysis of  Cohen and Dylan is espe-
cialy interesti ngognd Gnarowski's In-
tmduction to the book is a finely written
and thoughtful assessment. The prob-
lem 1s perhaps that the book succeeds
toowell There iS nothing more to say
about Cohen. Cohen’s’silence in the
1970s suggests that he has nothing
more to say about life or art. His time
has passed. That is the message of this
anthology. Q

HRam——— -
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Frankenstein, the play by Alden
Nowlan and Walter Leaming, the novel

Mary Shelley, Clarke Irwin, 181
pages, %9.50 c:foth (ISBN 0-7720-

1058-7).

By LDENNIS DUFFY

NONE OF THE myths of industrial man
remains as reverberative as that of
Frankenstein. The mad scientist and his
pathetic creature stalk through our
Images of what scientific/technological
creer[iviéy demands. While the first
(19311 Karloff film recreation of the

creature achieved a rough consenance
with the spirit of the original (creature-
as-victim), later versions, especialy
from Hammer films, bogeyize creature
into monster. To find a process in which
a culture movesfrom pityingavictim to
sympathizing with his Faustian creator
offers adequate grounds for pessimism.
How fitting then, for Mel Brooks and
Gene Wilder to have turned the whole
thing into sexist farce.

Myths am ma& to be retold and re-
worked, even a Christian poet as devout
as John Milton saw nothing untoward in
adding significant variations to the
Genesis account ofthe Fall. The trouble
with this Frankenstein version is that is
fails to progress beyond mere rehash.
Rather than retell the myth of Franken-
stein and his creature, itsimply subjects
it, to the strait jacket ‘of 19th-centu
stagecraft, proscenium arch, natural-
istic sets, the works. It seems out of the

same mould as Bram Stoker’s Dracula.
The jacket proclaims that Franken-
stein: The Man \Who Became God has
beeh **acclaimed by theatre audiences
from St. John's to Vancouver,” which |
can well believe. The subtitle makes
things a little more moralistic than
Mary Shelley’s (The Modern Prome-
theus) and theatre audiences, uncom-
fortable with the avant-garde, generally
have no difficulty lapping up* meller-
drammer. Who could remaln unmoved
at ascene like this:
FELIX: Father!?
DE LACEY (warning): Felix.
CREATURE: This is nor your affair. (FELIX
launches himself at the CREATURE who picks him
out of the air and throws him back againsr
vicTOR.) You fool! (When rELIX collides with
VICTOR, the first thing his hand falls upon is
VICTOR'S gun. FELIX'iries o take if from VICTOR
who fights to keep ir.) Put down that gun. | bave
no desire 10 harm you.
DE LACEY: No! (He furches himself into the path
of the ball just as FELIX wrenches the gun from
VICTOR and fires. ’

Fail books from MOSAIC PRESS /VALLEY EDITIONS

Irving Layton,

The Uncollected Poems, 1935-1959
The seedbed from which spring the signa-
turs and major poems that have mede up
the poet's collected and selected volumes of
poatry 1O date.

A limlted, deluxe edition 0f 199 coples,
numbered and signed ty the poet, half
bound in linen and specially printed col-
oured papers. dipcased.

$50, by subscription

.

Maya Flamengo,

In Praize of Old Women

The latest and boldest collection from a
malor British Columbla poet. The tile
poem has been anthologized in The Pen-
guin Baok of Canadlan Verse.

In Pm!! of Old Womnen recelved a Deslan
Canada 1976 Award,

$5.95 cloth $2.95 paper
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Mary Larrait Smith,
Prologue to Norman:
The Canadian Bethunes
An account of this remarkable Canadian
family by a cousin Of the late Dr. Norman
Bethune. This volume ncludes 16
photographs.
$695 cloth

$3.50 paper

Hamry Howith,

Multiple Choices:

Collected and Selected Poems
1961-1976 .

The most complete-and latest collection of
poems by a poet whom Louis Dudek calls
“the best poet writing In Canada today.”

$7.50 cloth 53.95 paper

Keith Richardson,

Poetry and the Colonized Mind: Tish
with e Preface by Robin Mathews

AN examination of U.S. invasion and col-
onization Of the poetic culture of Canada
and its effects upon Canadian imagination,
poetic Ideology and Hterary production,

$7.50cloth $3.95 paper

Ludwig Zeller,

When The Animal Rises From

The Deep The Head Explodes

A collection 0f 15 poems and 17 accom-
Eanying collages in the sumealistic trad!tion

y an accomplished poet-artist. A trilingual

edition of the criginal Spenish text, the Eng-
lish translation by John Robert Colombo
and Susana Wald and the French transla-
tion by Therdse Dulac Guiiemez.

Limited edition of 100 copies signed and
numbered by the author-poet and bound in

leather and linen
$10.95 cloth

$20

Seymour Mayne,
Name '
The ninth and most comprehensive collec-
tion from an ouistanding younger Cana-
dian poet. Name recelved the dJ. I Segal -
Prize In English-French lterature and the
York Poatry Workshop Avard.

$5.95 cloth $2.95 paper

P.C. BOX 1082 QAKVILLE, onT. L6J 5E8
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with a good boolt

1949-52: A group of desper-*
adoes terrorizes the Canadian
banking system, frustrates the
Forces of law and order and
titillates a fascinated public
across Canada.

1976: Marjorie Lamb and

Barry Pearson cross the countn
interviewing survivors {includin
Boyd himself).

rhe Boyd Gang is the all-true,
lever-before-told story of the.
sank robberies and gun fights,
betrayals and killings that put
:dwinBoyd, his companions
ind their women in the front
anks of banditry. Original
1Iewspaper and police archive
shotographs provide the faces
iehind the events.

112,00 hardcover
\vailable at better bookstores.
'ster Martin Associates

5 Britain Street /‘Toronto
bA 1 R7
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CREATURE: (Holding DE LACY up): Not you.

FELIX: Father! (The CREATURS lers go of

al-: cll.:\cv who falls into FELIX's arms.) Merciful
od:

The question remains as to what a
writer of Nowlan’s stature is doing in
churning out andthen publishing fustian
like this. [f"a theatre company needed a
campy restaging of a classic novel,
surely someone of less importance
could have perpetrated this text.
Nowlan's stories and poems display an
unremitting concern with the affairs of ,
real people; there are enough demented
Frankensteins and their pathetic
creatures rianning amok in our imperial
20d today to have inspired a writer to a

. genuine reworking of a still-relevant

myth. Merciful God, indeed! O

Rarly smite
from the liar

The Master Mason’s House, by
Frederick Philip Grove, translated from
theGerman by Paul P. Gubbins, Oberon
Press, 243 pages, $15 cloth (| SBN
0 88750- 207- 51.

By MARK WITTEN

FICTION bBID NOT end on the page for
Frederick Philip Grove. As judicious a
eritic as Northrop Frye put it this whay:
“Of course, Grove was a pathological
liar.” As a young man, Grove lied for
money and for love-and went fo,jail
for it. Later, toescape fmm debis he had
accumulated. the writer faked suicide
and Red to Canada, where he lived out
the rest of his life under his assumed
name. So cleverly was he able o mingle .
fact with fiction that the lies of alifetime
were'still"Being ably perpetuated nearly
40 years laterwith the publication of his
autobiography, In Search of Myself, in
1946. Only within the past five years has
Grove’s original identity as the,German
novelist and translator Felix Paul Greve
beefi revealed. Now his early German
novel, Maurermeister Ihles Haus,
originally published in 1906. has been
translated into English.

The novel:ends with a short but
dramatic scene in which rhe master
mason, Richard lhles, comes perilously
close to strangling the eldest of his two
daughters, Susie. For herthis is the final
awakening. She is forced to recognize
the absolute necessity of .escape. Al-
though not in any direct way a prison
memoir, The Master Mason’s Honse
portrays life in the lhles’ household as a
prolonged slate of psychological im-
prisonment. Much of it is caricature,
some coldly vicious. The brooding
presence and outlandish fumings of the
master mason clomping restlessly in his

heavy, German clogs ultimately drive
his wife, Bertha,'to madness. She at-
tempts suicide by plunging onto a
solidly frozenriverand is then promptly
packed off toend herdays in the Frouen-
dorf Asylum. The tortures of the skil-
fully executed, naturalistic novel con-
tinue as we watch the younger daughter,
Lottie, slowly tum into an insipid,
Barbie-doll witch for whomithe author
can barely disguise his contempt. Only
Susie moves painfully towards some
form of emancipation.
' But what an emancipation! What can
we make of a woman for whom the one
mad to liberation is marriage to a man
she feels is a simp? Regarding Consul
Blume, Susie concludes that *‘he was of
no interest to her, he was simply to be a
means!” '
Susie is the only character in the fam-
ily who commands the respegt of both
author and reader. Determined and
defiant even as a child, she lives and
survives by her wits alone. Her early
schooldays reveal her to be a girl who
knows how to please and who to please,
with little effort, and above all, to have
fundoing it. She isaconfidence woman,
but subtle enough in herways usually to
avoid detection. Whether taunting her
targets or impressing those whose
favour she hopes to gain, Susie does it

! with flair and charm. However, asthings

worsen at home, her family life threat-
ens to count her among its. victims.
When in an act of grand buffoonery her
father em in choosing his second wife,
the daughter’'s will to order her own
destiny triumphs and she dictates mar-
riage on her own terms.

Although hijs respect for the impor-
tance of money never faltered, F. P.
Greve-Grove clearly intended thik tale
of a wealthy but uncultured German
artisan family to be a condemnation of
the plodding conformity of an exclu-
sively materialistic way of life. All his
admiration is reserved for the qualities
of the heroine, whose predicament
resembles that of any obvioudy talented
outsider frustrated in the pursuit of
attaining his or her goals. The peculiar
morality that results intrigued more than
one_man who encountered Greve. The
most famous of these was André Gide,
author of The Immoralist, who at
first mekting with hirh recéived this
answer oa question about Greve's
imprisonment: “It had one good effect
on me in that it completely killed in me
any remorse, any scruples.” It can be
assumed that to impress Gide, Greve
played the role of the criminal to the hilt.
Nevertheless. it cannot be denied that
this secretive man was a most seductive
and flamboyant character. Surely in his
tase the skills of the con artist comple-
mented thoseof the literary artist. In that
ignoble moral liesariddle worth ponder-
ing and, incidentally, one of the more
fascinating annals of Canadian literary
history. @
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Vhere Do the MacDonalds Bur
Their Dead?, by Ronald Sutherland,

General Publishing. 258 pages, $5.95
cloth (ISBN—0-7736-00043-4).

By ELLEN GODFREY

CANADIAN popular fiction has always
been dealt with roughly by Canadian
critics. Books obviously written to
entertain. lo provide an hour or two of
pleasure, aglimpseinto alife .where
more exciting things happen than one is
accustomed to, and which perhaps give
us afrisson of perversity orviolence, are
judged by the rigourous standards of
serious fiction and found to be-second
class,

As well, Canadian authors find that
they arecriticized for failingto live up to
American standards of suspense and
violence. These usually involve alevel
of decadence hard lo achieve for authors
who don’t live in New Y ork, Chicago,
orLos Angeles. [It is interesting 1o note
that the classic British thrillers of the
1930s kept to a neat average of three to
four corpses pernovel. The ™ Americans,
on the other hand, often found it neces-
sary to Lill off whole towns. whichin
such books as Red Harvest was con-
Sidereda sart of moral tidying up.)

And although | tend to agree that
much of the light fiction written by
Canadian authors fails to achieve either
the tight elegance of its English com-
petition ¢r the violent and thrilling
suspense of the American genre, | have
come to believe that this is more a prob-
lem for the critic than for the writer. So
far, we have not seemed to notice what is
happening here: the beginning of
another kindof popular fiction that has
its own form and its own standards.

A writer with any sense of his own
place and any skill in‘creating a plot will
soon discover that the violence and
passion he needs as the engines will be
fuelled. in Canada. not so much by
crime. corruption. and parancia —-
though of course these are always part of
things-but by the sociad dysfunctions
and pressures hidden-under the placid
surface of Canadian middle-class life. It’
seems to follow naturaly that an?/body
who ends up in a Canadian thriller 15
soing to have a political consciousness
lacking in his British or American
counterpart. .

Ronald Sutherland’'s novel, Where
Do the MacDonalds Bury Their Dead?
is his second work of fiction. The firg,
Stxlark, (Lark des neiges) dealt with a
Quebecois, Suzanne Laflamme, and her
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CURIOUS BUTCAUTIOUS?

MAIARA Is a new and beautiful—
but definitely not glossy~Canadlan
manazine for people who are curlous
about tha-3 other Canadians who are
thinline up and tcsting out alternative
ways of living, working and relating to
cach ather.

LAIKARA also hasharticles on uncon-
yentional agﬁroac €S to politics, enter-
tainment aNd curvival, and features
artvorl:, children's storjas, fiction, and
more. OUr interests are wildranging,
we lilze tO have all our wits about us
(including a senes of humour), and we
cnjoy a little controversy. All this, be-
tween striliing colour covers by can-
temporary Canadian arejsts.

HOWEVER, if native Canadian caution
kcops you fmm rushing to your nearest
news-siand, you can satisfy your curje-
sity without sacrificing cautlon b y
taking advantage of our...

ALMOST FREE OFFERI

Scnd us your name, address and 50
cents (the regular price is $1.25) for 2
sample copy of MAKARA,

P.S. If you are impulsive, subscribe by
conding a cheque or money order for
$6.00 ($750 outside Canada) for six
fzruca a year.

MAKARA

1011 Commercial Dr.,Yancouver, B.C.

A dellghtful anch perceptive
Introductlon to Canadian art....

I:Zn_l oying
Canadian
Painting

Written by Art Historlan/Teacher,

Patricla Gedsell and deslgned by
Look of Books award winner Allan
Fleming, ENJOYING CANADIAN
PAINTING Is an enlightening, pro-
vocative and beautiful book featuring
seventy full-colour plates and over
fifty black and w/hlte photographs of
major Canadian viorks.

A BOQI{ OF THE MONTH CLUB
SELECTION

Published by General Publishin
and avallable now at all goo
bool:stores. SID.95

problems in coming to terms with the
split between her Francophone and
Angloghone halves. What seemed to be
an entertaining novel about a woman's
sexual and human development took a
peculiar cast from the way the political
and cultural themes kept intruding on
the personal one. At first glance one
might think that Suzanne's troubles
were meant to be symbolic of Quebec-
Canada problems. But this would be an
oversimplification of what was han-
pening.

In Where Do the MacDonalds Bury.
Their Dead?. Sutherland’s hero, Ti-
Mac, is one of Suzanne's relatives. His

arents, low-land Scots, have raised

im in Francophone Montreal; and he
finds himself, at an earl¥]_age, involved
in the street battles of his neighbour-
hood. He grows up unsure of his place,
unsure if It is better to fight or to run,
unsure of how to relate to women, un-
sure of who heiis, and not certain that it
matters if he finds out.

Drifting down to the U.S,, he even-
tually ends up in a weird commune in
Cdlifornia. similar to the Manson
family’s, where beautiful. women are
available. too available. Frightened by
the violence he suspects and bizarre per-
versions he discovers, he turns his hosts
into the police and flees back to Canada.
Then he lives in a strangg limbo, fearing
the Americans revenge, unable to
fashion his own life until he plays out the
drama of: the final .confrontation he
knows is inevitable. _

As was true of Sutherland's earlier
work, this book can be read as socially
symbolic, as entertainment, or as a
novel with characters real enough to
learn that. because they live in Montreal
in the1960s and 1970s, socia problems
drive and direct their lives.

A suspenseful plot, engaging charac-
ters, some very funny scenes. end well-
delineated social realism all combine to
producea book that readers are bound to
enjoy and booksellers bound to sell.
whether the critics like it or not~O0

ON BRIEF

son's Bay Cortpany from 1820 until his
desth, some 40 years |ater, Simpson
displayed a high degree of business
acumen and arare flair inthe manage-
ment of headstrong men., His
prodigious feats of travel and physical
endurance are impressive even now.
And his rise to emmence, from humble
and obscure beginnings to the status of
statesmanand ruler of vast territories,
must inspire admiration. Galbraith im-
partially describes Simpson at his best .
and worst, and in the process usefully
elucidates a large chapter in Western

Canadian history.
JONATHAN WEBB'
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Dots, stars,
and diapasons

Revenging Language, by Ken
Stange, Fiddleliead Poetry Book No.
193, 40 pages. unpriced, paper (ISBN
0-919197-94-9).

Stardust, by bill bissett, blexwint-
mentpress (Box 48870, Station B,

Vancouvér), 144 pages, $11 paper
(ISBN 0-88971-00&7). . P

weslerns, by Maxine Gadd, Alr

Publishing (Box 8688. Station H, Van-

couver) 82 pages, $5.50 paper (ISBN
0-889 4-001'??. PP

By GREG GATENBY
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The Little Emr)eror, by John S. Gal-
braith, Macmillan. 232 pages, $16.95
cloth (ISBN 0-7705-1389-1). The most
unattractive people sometimes make
most attractive subjects for biography.
particularly if they are also successful.
It is satisfying to have one's baser in-
stincts vindicated. To follow acad's
career step by step, as he womanizes,
cheats, ruthlessly kicks competitors

aside, and ultimately wins is a cathartic .

experience. Not that this preamble
realy does justice to Sir George
Simpson, the “Little Emperor,” or to’
his most recent biographer, John S.
Galbraith. As Governor of the Hud-

KEN stance's second book is a small
collection of poetry with abizarre title.
Revengin?1 Language suggests lan-

uage of the past has come to revenge
the Tnadequacies of present language,
much as a ghost might haunt itS mur-
derer. lronicaly, by far the best poem
in the book, **I've Been Dreaming Of
My Dead Grandmother,” begs to be
read aloud in one’'s most horrific Boris
Karloff intonations. .

Unusual for. a Fiddiehead Poetry
Book is the annoying design of
Revenging Language. Not content
with ordinary line spaces to denote
verse breaks, each stanza is spotted
with dots (a useless holdover fmm
Stange’s first book, Welf Ciy) that left
this reader wondering if a. trip to the
ophthalmologist was called for.

Stange, the editor of the respected
poetry magazine Nebuia, is a resident
of North Bay. This would be incidental
information were it not that so many of
the poems in this book -are almost
Wordsworthian jn their nature imag-
ery. Indeed, the opening poem,
“Natural Law,” dealswith love and
the four seasons, whiie poems such as
“Aged Tamarack” and “Spirit-Lady

of the Autumn Night” deal reveren- _
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tially with the communion between na-
ture and man. This honoured sense of
the old. slightly reminiscent of the
young Bimey, is occasionally coupled
with antiquated syntactical inversions
and seemingly unnecessary ellipses.

But these are small matters. For the
most part the poems are typical of early
work, involved as they are with love
happy. unrequited, or lost. Particularly
lost. Images of especially horrible or
decayed death abound, making Stange
a poet to be soon looked for in the
tradition of Atwood, Ondaatje. and
Newlove,

Only the die-hard fans of bill bissett
will fed it worthwhile to pay the out-
rageous $11 blewointmentpress is ask-
ing for this latest effort of the British
Columbia chanter. However. the book
does have redeeming features that
would make it a more attractive buy at a
lesser price. For example, stardust is
much better printed than any other
blewointmentpress title to date. and
comes complete with an 8%-by- | |-inch
poster of bissett garishly painted as the
star of a movie by Michael Norman
with the same name as the book.

Of the poetry. it can be said that it
represents no new stylistic departures
for bissett. Thematically though. it is
more cohesive thnn other bissett books
of asimilar nature — books such as
Labanon Voices or Drifiing \nto War.

- " e W e—

After discussing his childhood stays
in hospitals where he first discovered
the god-like attraction of .Hollywood
movie stars, bissett moves into long’
poems, talking happily and sometimes
disappointedly about the various ways
his idols have entered and affected his
life. Jane Powell continued to smile
down at bissett in his hospital bed from
her wall picture even

whn my belly xplodid sum stuff
that came out uv me Just missed her

Jface nd she was still smiling
ad 1 really dug her ok.

There are equally unique homagesto
Geraldine Page, Elaine Stewart, Dean
Martin, Enrico Caruso, and a host of
other stars that would read like the cast
of a new MGM retrospective.
Surprisingly IEerhaps because bis-
sett is using such a visual medium for
the subject of his poetry, thereis no
purely concrete versein stat-dust. There
are collages of the author’s sketches
and stills of several stars, but the con
voluted word diagrams we have come
to expect of hissett give way hereto a
nearly traditional narrativeform.
" Maxine Gadd's new book is really
not new at al, but rather a collection of
three booklets now out of print. These
were Guns Of the West (1967). The
Book 0f Pracﬁcaf Knowledge (1969),
and Hochelega (1970). The first and
last of these were published by

MILLS of Canada
by Carol-Priamo

blewointmentpress. while the second
was printed by theauthor at Intermedia.

It would be nice to believe these
Poems were worth reprinting; but, in
act, they only serve to remind us of
how alack ofapprenticeship and disci-
pline, coupled with only insular criti-
cism, canrendera writer ridiculous and
sophomoric in her. observations.
Westerns is a hodge-podge of
first-person obsessions, meaningless
line breaks, and childish playings with
upper und lower cases. This is not so
much poetry as the pampered diapasons
of adistraught heart. And at $5.50 it
should be reported to the Anti-Inflation
Board. O

IN BRIEF

The Stars Belong to Everyone, by

Helen Hogg, Doubleday, 274 pages,
$12.50 cloth, ISBN o%/ 5—12583—7.

When a professional whe has for 25
years produced a weekly astronomy
column for Canada's largest newspaper
writes a book on her stbject for the
genera reader, one expects the result
will be both authoritative and readable.
And this one fills expectations. It is
up-to-date,” reliable, and comprehen-
Sve, as well as being understandable m
someone without training in the field.
Dr. Hogg emphasizes phenomena that
can be observed with the naked eye —

A perfect blend of over 200 magnificent photographs
and an authoritative text depicting a neglected yet
fascinating aspect of our architectural heritage.$27.50

MeGraw-Hill Ryersoen

HORSES: A Working Tradition

by David Street

A beautiful photo-study of the horse at work,

sport and play. Over 170 photographs. $24.95

At fine booksteres everywhere.
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LONGMAN
Presents

Paccznger from Raovrland Emett's
THE EARLY LIORMNING LILIC TRAIN

-

GIFT BOOKS

(that may not appeal to tall, mean, elderly men with prominent noses, long
mausiaches, balding heads, and very thin Iegs, — but nearly everyone else vill
enjoy thens.)

LANDSCAPE INTO ART
Kenneth Clark

Kenneth Clark treats in detail the great landscape painters of the nine-
teenth century-Constable and Corot, Turner end Van Gogh, Cézanne
and Seurat, and considers the future of landscape painting at a time
when more vital artists have turned away from nature. Produced in the
large size and in thq style of Civilisation, Landscape into Art features
over 120 black-and-white photographs, and eight pages of colour. $20.95

THE GOLDEN AGE OF STYLE: Fashion lllustration 19051940

Julian Robinson

The world-of high fashion was thoroughly revolutiohized by the’ Art
Nouveau, Art Déco, chic, and New Modernism movements of the years
1905 to 1940. Author Julian Robinson evokes the atmosphere and cap-
tures the visual excellence of these highly creative golden years with
112 of the best hand-stencilled plates reproduced in full colour from
such elegant fashlon magazines as Femina, Vogue, Harper's Bazaar, La
Femme Chie, Gazette du Bon Ton, and Les Modes. $1 5-25

WORLD OF OUR FATHERS

Irving Hovre

't was a great adventure — the emigration of two million east European
Jews, beginning in the 1880’s, to the United States. This Is the story of
what happened to these peoplé and to their children. A magnificent
bestseller of 1976, World of Our Fathers is now available In a deluxe

) sighed and slipcased gift edition. - Gift Edition $29.50

Regular Edition $17.75

THE LINERS
Terry Coleman

Fewer and fewer people can have enjoyed the experience of crossing the
Atlantlc in & great liner, but Terry Coleman’s book conveys, in words and
pictures, much of what that experience was like. The Liners tells the
stories behind names llke the Greal Eastern, the Queen Mary, the Queen
Elizabeth, the Normandie, the United States, Queen Elfzabeth Il, the
Titanic, and the Lusitania. $16.50

THE EARLY MORNING MILK TRAIN

Rowland Emeit

Here for the first time collected into one volume is the cream of Rowland
Emett’s delightful railway drawings. The exquisite draughtsmanship,
remorseless logic, and sublime distortion in these 105 drawings of the
Far Twittering and Oyster Creek Railway will never be matched. Thls
book is just the ticket for a trainload of laughter. $10.95
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aurore. meteors, comets, eclipses, the
sun, the moon. the visible planets, and
brightstars. Interest is heightenedby the
interspersion of historical information
on astronomy and astronomers, and on
events such as “The Great Moon Hoax”
of 1835 (when Richard Adams Locke
wrote a series for the New York Sun
reporting that creatures had been dis-
covered on the moon. as an immediate
result of which the Sen acquired the
largest circulation of any daily in the
world). The last 50 pages of the book
discuss 20th-century developments, in-
cluding attempisto establish communi-
cation withintelligent extraterrestrial
life. Thii book could have bén more
visually appealing, and a glossary
would have been useful. Those wishing
more specialized information. or those
whose interest is in more speculative
areas such as UYFQs, will find other
sources more rewarding. But for its
emphasis on celestial phenomena that
can be observed without sophisticated
equipment, and asa general introduc-
lion to the subject fortlgae lay reader, this
book is excellent.

CHRISTOPHER BLACKBURN

This wonder
has seven days

Orphan Street. by Andre Langevin,
translated from the French by Alan
Brown. McClelland & Stewart, 287

ages, $10 cloth (ISBN O-7710-
1632-0).

By LINDA SHOHET

THE GATES OF the orphanage open to
release Pierrot into the great world
under the shadow of Jacques Cartier
Bridge in east-end Montreal. Within
the walls. 400 little boys had lived an
unloved existence, watched over by
“the erows’ and disciplined by Pig-
foot, the biggest crow of them all. But
there were rules to play by. If you stood
up to bullies and never let anyone see

your softness, you survived. And if you-

were a Pierrot, you made another world
for yourself where no one could irtrude
unless you invited him in; a world
where Balibou, the great yellow cat,
could slip at will through the walls to
harrowing adventure; a world where
The Blue Man always appeared in time
to rescue you when you were in danger.
In both these realms, there was orderA~
the first, a repressive, stultifying one,
the other. a liberating one that reflected
justice. Qutside the gates. there is no
discernible order to the eyes of the
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nine-year-old. He has seven days to
make sense of the absurd universe inm
which he is cast and those seven days
serve as rhe skeleton of Andre
Lang&n’s Orphan Street. the richest
and most satisfying of all his novels,
translated with infinite sgnsitivity by
Alan Brown.

Langevin novels burgeon .with or-
phans, prisons, chains, and priests, but
they also offer the possibility of re-

demption and love. Orphan Street .

continues his gquest through the mind of

a precocious nine-year-old who trans-.

cends misery through word magic nod
finds that in addition m violence and
ugliness, there is warmth, expansive-
ness and music in the world for those
who Perceive it. .

Pierrot isreleased to the custody of
his late mother’s family —fat Uncle
Map, “the educated one,” and three
maiden aunts, consumed by their own
sterility and dedicated to the destruc-
tion of tenderness wherever they find ir.

The child is lost, overwhelmed. “For . .

the first time the Blue Man had given an
order without warning him.” On im-
pulse, he had thrown himself into his
uncle’s arms to be rebuffed (**A -real
savage! Just imagine”) by Aunt Maria
and berated by her brother (“Now what
kind of a way is thatto come into a
person’s place?). Pierrot learns

And we are
“oLLyour better bookstore”
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quickly that caution is essential if he is
m decipher the code that binds these
adults against him.

On his first’ morning, sent into the
unfamiliar street by drunk Aunt Maria.
Pierrot meets the Rat, an ugly man-
child, dying of galloping consumption,
who introduces himselfwith a kick as a
friend of Marcel, Pierrot's older
brother, away in the U.S. Navy. The
Rat isa key figurein the novel. Free
under surveillance because of a crimi-
nal record and his illness; he is con-
demned toan early death. He is a thief,
a receiver of stolen goods, a rebel, but
also a secret artist. On the back of a
pick-up, he plays his guitar for pas-
sershy.

When hi; uncle played, he knew the worst

that could happen was tjat he'd close the

music book. The Rat, reading -nothing but
the empty sky, purr his'whole being into the
vibration of the notes, and you stop asking if

he’s a grown-up or why his voice is highgs 2
ﬁl.l'lls. you're just afraid something na:!lt

a_lgsn to him, that hi fingers could be
st .

Pierrot recognizes a Rat that no one else \
knows and acknowledges a kinship be-
tween them, though he still shudders if
the older boy lays a clammy hand on

. him. The Rat carriés a chain with a2 lend

plumb on the end which he twirls until
it becomes & blur of tight. The original
title was Les chaines dans le parc.

for
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This Fall from NC Press

ThePoetry

of the

Canadian People 720-120

Two hundredyeaars of hard wiork
edited by N.Brian Davis

The first anthology of poeins and songs by the working people who
Dt vaer country and fought for its freedom: Nalive Peoples, !
Vayageurs, Early Settlers, Lumbermen, Fishermen, Farmers,
Miners and many other workers; Hie Revolulion of 1837, the Nine
Hour Movement, the Metis Uprising and the Winnipeg General .
Strile. Poems are acconpanied by an historica! nole. Introduction

Iy the cditor.

A Books for Everybody selection.
paper$6.95  cloth $12.95

Canada in Us Now

Thy first Anthology of Black Prose and Poetry in Canada . ..

edited by Harold Head
abbat anderson Harold Head
Dionne Brand Harold Sonny Ladoo
Yibert Cambridge Felizze Mortune
David Campbell Malika Neru
Orren Campbell Arthur Nortje
Austin Clarke Charles Roach
Liz Cromzvell Ven Thomas
Willis Cummins Caral Tremaine
Darryl Dean Ann Wallace
Ror Gaskin . Gloria Wesley |

“We v come™, The Hvely and hard-hitting literature of e
baléntod yronp of Canadians newe and old. They giee us a fresh look
at Cmada and a window on the Third World. This book is
dedicated to the spirif and ideals of the Second World Black and
African Festival of the Arts and Culfsre fv be held inf Nigeria in
1977. It is Hie collective consciousness of the African digspora in
Canadz today.

paper$4.95  cloth$11.95 3 -

I Come From the Valley

by Joan Finnigan
45 photographs by Erik Christensen

The Otz Valley more than any other part of settled Ontario, is
shill 1 colossies astride Fuo worlds: Hie primitive and civilized.
High-powered nuclear stafions rise above hand-hewn,
moss-chinked complexcs of Hhe earlivst sctilers.

In the play A Prince of Good Fellows, the fendal Laird MacNeb
is finally forced to flec the determined resistance of the earliest
seltlers.

The Best Damn Fiddler from Calabogie to Kaladar is te NFB
foakere fitnt which won 9 of the 11 Canadian filwr awards in 1969
fnclnding the Etrog for lhe best sereenplay.

Also included are poems and prose on the Vulley and rewiniscences
of leng-lime residents. :
paper$9.95  cloth $17.95

|
The Heart of London
JatlChzmbers. Grag Curnoe-John Bovie
Asto’dto & M Crezn and PeterWilson

Jack Chambers is art interstationally-known realist painter and.

Jounding chairman of Canadian Artisis Represenlation, He believes

that ™When you nre inlerested in life more than you are in painting,

then your paintings come to life.”

Greg Curnoe is representing Canada in the 1976 Venice Bignnale.

He turned hiis back on Toronto and New York for Lordon in 1960 to

f;',ﬂke drawingg, paintines gnd collages which reflect his dgily life
ere.

John Boyle has been encouraged by Chambers and Curnoe. He has

been particularly influenced by the lives of Canadian herces but, for

Boyle, everyday people are also very much herges.

In theartists’ own words, howa newarl, anti-metropolilan, frenkl

Canadian, begar in London, Ontario. Thelr spirit of se!f-hdpmdy

co~operntion has given rise to new organization and a new spirit in

Canndian wt.

A Books Jor Everybody selection.

papuB5.95  cloth$12.95

*  How they sold
OUR CANADA
‘to the U.S.A.

by Andrew Lamorie

People with Frayed Collars
The Great Tax Robbery
The Conqueror’s Culture
The Cold Winds of Crisis
Positively No Admittance!
Our Neighbours,

the Pirates

The Vanishing Canadian
Largest Smallest Market

in the World
Come Drown for Uncle Sam
Your Dellar and your Vote
Cash Market for Canadians
Take It Back!

Originally written in 1963 by 2 prominent Canadian (nuder a pm
name), this little Book went Hrrough four large prinlings. |t isan
fpassioned indictment —eomplte with facs, figures md uames -
vf how this cotntry’s government and business leaders turned our
wealth over to the Americans. It is ouistanding not only because it
pionecred in the fight ta save Canada: in it, you discover basic and
correct Lruths nbont the sellont fo the U.S.A., truths which are, o
this day, distorted, conded and deaied in many a “profound”™
study. Updated and revised by Hie author.

paper$3.95  cloth 59.95
Understanding Canada
by Jim Lotz

“Regional and Commmumily Development in a New Nation.”
Perhaps the best-known figure iv the field of community develop-
mient in Canada, Jim Lotz brings e frult of 20 years of work

and research in Hre UK., Africa, and Canada to this book, A his-
tory and analysis of conmmiemily development in Canada, how it's
been donie and iis fukire prospects. Jim Lotz is the author of many
articles, research papers, and books including Northern Realities,

paper$4.95  cloth $11.95

Please order from: Belford Books 11 Boulton Ave., Toronto M4M 2J4
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Rat’s chain is the symbol of all the
chains binding the characters to their,
fates. It is a sign of his artistry, his
control; it is also a sign of his revolt and
becomes the instrument of his revolting
death.

Against the Rat stands Jane. the ex-
quisite child next door, daughter of a
prostitute and an *“anglais™ pilot, but
as much an orphan as Piermt. Ptermt
has not known girls. Despite his pre-
cocious insight into adults, he is totally
naive and uncomfortable about sexual-
ity. lane provides his sentimental edu-
cation. for she learned early how to
manipulate men. Forbidden to see one
another. they spend stolen hours to-
gether plotting their gataway. Pierrot
admits Jane to his imaginary world of
adventure and escape; Jane initiates
Pierrot into her universe of sensuality
and love. She takes him to the Pouf
family. the only source of warmth and
compassion in the book. Mama Pouf, a
fat. fertile mother, stands opposed to
the three barren aunts, offering Piermt
his one glimpse of a home. Papa Pouf, a
shoemaker, is a foil to educated Uncle
Nap. One of the many finely etched
scenes is a visit by the two children to
the Dickensian offices of Abdoula and
Sicotte. Spice Merchants, where Pier-
rot discovers that Uncle Nap is one of
an endless row of aged grey men in
green visors. sitting in the dimly lit
office. keeping the ledgers. Now he
understands the inner humiliation that
his uncle must hi&under his enforced
coldness that melts only when he sits
alone at the piano.

After seven days “in the park.” Pier-
rot is returned to another institution.
But he has lived a lifetime in that week
and has been the repository of gifts
from everyone he encountered. From
the Rat, he has the guitar with an on-

first impressions

spoken promise that he learn th play it
so the Rat’s death will not have been in
vain: from Jane, he knows the possibil-
ity of love. different from her mother's
cold sexuality; from the Poufs, he has
gained an awareness of family and
knowledge of his own parents to
counter the venom of his aunts, who
fear the probing questions of a child.

When Piermt m-enters the walls,,he
hears not the trampling boots he first!
heard as a tot. Now “the sunlight is the
colour of a juicy pear end birds are
singing in the silence.” No walls, in-
side or bmside, can ever contain what
Piermt will offer the world.

The triumph of this novel lies not only
in its structural perfection, the sense
that it could not have developed in any

other way, but in the beauty of its lan-
guage, which has not faded in transla-
tion. As with many novels of child-
hood, there is occasionally the danger
that Pierrot’s perception might be too
subtle for his age, but these are minor
lapses and Langevin avoids the too-
easy descent to the maudlin that
threatens lesserartists. Some enlighten-
ing comparisons might he made be-
tween Jean e Maigre, the child-poet of
Marie-Claire Blais® A Season in the
Life of Emmanuel and Piermt. and
Gabrielle Roy’s The Tin Flute could
also_be contrasted to thisnovel in terms
of the social background of poverty and
war in a Montreal slum. Like those two
novels, Orphan Street should become a
modem Québecois classic. O

by David Helwig

T ——

Simenon may have something to
worry about but Updike doesn’t

The Tetramachus Collection, by
Philippe van Rjndt, Lester & Orpen,

287 Eages, 8.95 cloth' (ISBN
- -58-8).

Take a Winning Hand, by Anthony
Dunham, TrendSetter series (General

Publishing). 283 pages, $5.95 cloth

(ISBN 0-7736-0052-3).

THE CANADIAN e'ditor and critic Robert
Weaver once remarked to me that he
thought that the thrillerand the detective
novel developed within a literary culture
at a fairly late stage, after the pioneer

work had been done. They are, | sup-
pose, sophisticated games’ that can be
played only when the land has been
cleared. Whilean increasing number of
Canadian writers seem m be turning to
popular forms and producing .good
books, no one, m my knowledge, has
invented a Canadian detective to rank
with Maigret or Philip Marlowe. Or a
really memorable spy. Nor has any
Canadian writer created, within a group
of thrillers, anything likg the Pasis of
Simenon or the California of Raymond

j.

FMULTINATIOMAL CO-OPERATIVES:
Jack Craig

areas.

Softcover, $4.95

] NEW

An Alicmative for World Development

Aell-researched study that Is a useful addition
to the material available on viable alternatives in
the problems of Intemational supply and de- 128 p
mand. It will aid cc-operative leaders in Canada
and particularly those who am searching for
techniques to provide help to underdeveloped

THE MEASURE OF THE MAN
Edited by C. B. Koester

Selected speeches by former Sas-
kalchewan Premier Woodrow S. Lioyd,
that reveal the hopes. aspirations and
struggles of an gxceptional leader. This
' collection was intended as a fribute to Mr.
Lloyd, and Include’s background Informa-

tion by the editor.

This bock is essential reading for anyone
Interested in politics and politiglans, and
particutarly fcr the student of Saskatche-

wan government.
p., softcover, $4.50
ISBN 0-919308-71-3!

116 pp., tables and charts, appendices and index
ISBN 0-919306-68-3

TITLES —fall 76

WESTERN PRODUCER

=j PRAIRIE BOOKS : f
2 P.,0. Box 2600, Saskatoon, Sask. 87K2C4 Phone (306) 242-765

Chandler, though John Buell uses
fHE BATTLE RIVER VALLEY
J. G. MacGragor

A splendld addition tc western Cana-
dian history, this book traces the Battle
River. Valley fmm prehistadc times to
the arrival of the homesteaders in the
early years of the twentiath century.
THE BATTLE RIVER VALLEY Is the re-
sull of many years' research, and
author MacGregor has brought to-
gather a lascinatinﬁ story. From the I
disappearance of the buffale, the de
velopment of the fur trade. to the
establishment of farms and ranches,
his account Is enjoyable. informative
reading. A valuable addition tc every
Canadlan lbrary.

180 pp., illus;; hardcover, 88.05

ISBN 0019806-72-

December. 1878, Books in Canada 33

——— ——— . ———— — vt v—— = —— -t ——


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=phillippe+Rindt
http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Anthony+Dunham

Montreal well in The Pyx and Tom
Ardies makes the [andscape of Van-
couver important In_ Russiarn Roulette
{or Kesygin Is Cowing if you prefer the
hardcover title). o

The spy thriller. amogt inevitably.
has i infernationa theme and some
relanonshelﬁ to *a big issue.” in-order
that the stakes may be high enough for
all the skulduggery to matter. The
Tetramachus Collection. a fine thriller
which is the first novel of Phillipe van
RH_ndt, takes as its theme Vatican com-
plicity %Naz war crimes during the
Second World War.

The book opens with the theft of a
collection of documents from the Vatj-
can secret archives. The collection is
stolen by an idedigtic but embittered
priest WNO wrns it over to an Italian
socialist publisher. The documents have
the power lodeSlro%' careers in a number
81; countries. tohal ertthe succonI of
he papacy. perhaps to cause a revolu-
tion mai%llan politics, and end the
separate economic and political power
of the Rapacy _

Hign stakes, indeed. And the com-
plex political and socia background is
well researched and intelligently
anayzed. | found that the book had the
ability to make powerful and Sophisti-
cated characters seem real and fallible
and complex. The Pope, Cardina
Meyerchuk, the publisher Sabatini, all
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share something with -real historical
figures, yet have an innerlife and fit their
function'in the plot. . ,

~ Now and then there is a certain creak-
ing of machinery. In the middle of the
book, especialy,. there are so many
characters that there is little time forusto
know them. In particular, a beautiful
girl called Heidi' Seppes, Who iS **ene of
Europe’stop freelance killers,™ seemsa
bit like a character tented from an
agency specidlizing in spy props. In a
lesserbook, one mightn’t notice her, but
there isenoughdepth of character in The
Tetramachus Collection that she stands

out.
The book’s centrd spy figure, Alex-
ander Players, works for an organiza-
tioa named ISIS, which is an inter-
national espionage businesscreated and
tolerated by’ the espionage establish-
ments of Russaand the U.S. In an
introductory note. the author says “I
have chosen ISIS as the fictitious name
for an existing semi-private espionage
organization whose name is alsoderi*ed
fmm mythology.” The book’s dedica-
tion reads: “This book is dedicated to
the wives and families of men who have
choser espi onag?(e and, in particular,
operational work as away of life. My
Fersonal thoughts arefortheone woman
knew who Suffered because of her
husband’s profession and who finally
chose to change her life rather than have

Robert R. Knigge
o A charming new Christmas story
o Santa’s smallest elfsolves Santa’s

problem of small chimneys.

o Full-colour fllustrations follow
the story

o Stereo record i8 included, with
the narration of the story and the
Silver Spurs Christmas Song

I L R — oy s -l s pe.E L.

it become a tragedy.” The publisher’s
note says of the author; “Philippe van
Rjndt i's a Canadian with an intimr
knowledge of the inner workings of in-
telligence organizations.™ )

Whether all this is fact Or partly
dramatic hocus-pocus, it gives the book
an extra fascination. ertalnI%/. the
author seems to know what he's falking
about; but 1. F. Stone has proved to us
that you can learn a lot by a careful
reading of the newspapers.

‘Whatever kind of spy Philippe van
Rjndt may be or have been, he's a good
writer. | started reading The Tetra-
machus Collection on trains and buses,
but | was involved enough that | had to -
make time to Sit down and finish it.

Another book that | started to read on
the run is Anthony Dunham’ s first
novel, Take A Winning Hand. The' way
it is presented by General Publishing in
their TrendSetters edition made it seem
like the son of popular novel that's
meant for, a wide audience. The book
opens with a businessman named
Nicholas Richmiond startihg outatanew
and exciting job. It seemed a bit old-
fashioned, likeone of thosechalenging
new novelsof 1954, butI'minterested in
big business (probably because 1 know
nothing about it) and | was quite pre-
pared t0 like the book.

So much for my expectations.. The
novel turned out to be preoccupied with
a tiresome love affair between Nick
Richmond and a certain Belinda Cas-
taldi. John Updike country, but done
without any of l_gﬂdike’s stylistic bril-
liance or ingght. The book makes ges-
tures toward businessand thegeneration
gap but without offering anything in-
teresting ot dramatic about either one.

‘The author does one thing very well.
His evocations of time and place and
wegather are excdlent, with the result
that Take A Winning Hand is the only
novel.1 can remember in which | waited
impatiently to get away fmm the dull
characters and into a descriptive

passage.

| struggled through the book to the
end, onlyto find that the few hintsofplot
or dramatic confrontation were thrown
away, and that even the Smplest ques-
tions were |eft unanswered. | was left
frustrated and angry, not because the
book had imaginatively judtified these
emotions but because it"had cheated me
and wasted my time.

On the book’s cover is a quotetion
from Hugh MacLennan. It says: “A
formidable” performance, ... awork of
exteptional Socid importance, ... the
first Canadian noveél since the wartodeal
with what is destroying the soul of this
country.”

| can only assume that someone in
the publishing house attached Mac-
Lennan’s comments t0 the wrong
manuscript. O
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by Len Gasparini.

Finnigons awa

ke, others too, but

there is still a helluva lot of Tish around

THERE'S A stack Of poetry books a foot
high on my desk. 1 do not intend to
review them in any meritorious order,
such as the bestone first. This would not
only be ponderous but alse indicativeof
acritical bias on my part; moreover, the
space of this column demands acertain
ex{edienc ;. Therefore, let us begin, °
iving Together by Joan Finnigan
(Fiddlehead Eoetry Books. 114 pages,
$5)isa’ impressive but uneven collec-
tion, spiked with mordant satire and a
tincture of pure lyricism. This is her
eighth book, and it represents aconsid-
erable achievement in her cmft. She
knows people and her themes. and
though she writes in irregular lines, she
keeps close control on manner and mat-
ter alike. Her vocabulary shifts fmm
colloquialism toquite elaborate diction.
Perhaps the most moving piece in thii
volume is a beautiful love song called
“The Killdeer Have Come to the Fields

The Lencock Medal Treasury
‘Undoubtedly the best and most
characteristic sampler of our humour
toappear between two covers.”
John Robert Colontbo
§11.95

Canadﬁ EEGTICS '

Again.”” [ must quote a stanza from it:

The killdeer have come to the ficlds again;
Last fail we sat on the stoop in the rahn
and the mist and 1 gave him their name;
Never again.

John Trachuk’s Whistling (Boredlis
Press) is appropriately titled. His terse
little poems are more homily than ode,
more of awarbling ditty than" agrand
exploration of consciousness. No fluff
here, just the kernel of people andwhdt
makes them live.

Angels Have No Hearts by Wayne
McNeil1 (Catalyst Press) is a book that
has no body. The poems are so short that
all of them could have been written-on
one page.

There are some good travel poems in
Going Down into History by Doug
Beardsley (Oolichan Books). The
attractive format of this volume com-
plements Beardsley's peripatetic style
and vision.

Pomegranate, edited by Nellie
McClung (Intermedia Press), Isasmall
anthology of Vancouver poetry..
Thirty-six poets have contributed 36

- poems. There must be some other way
of looking at a pomegranate.

Elk Lake Diary (Highway Book
Shop, Cobalt, Out.) is Dorothy
Farmiloe’s fifth book of poems. Her
themes are nature and ecology, but her
styleistoopedestrian. Occasional useof
irony, and a freshness of imagery.

Nisan by John Asfour (Fiddlehead
Poetry Books) is the seventh month of
the Jewish calendar. The poemsin this
volumeare somewhat prosaic. There is
too much verbosity and not enough lyri-
cal colour.

John Tyndall’s Howlcai Fugues
(Applegarth Follies, 83 pages, $4.95)
contains a few poems that are scintillat-
il(la%}i’ surreal; but for the most part, they
read like Bob Dylan’s liner notes.

Songs & Speeches by Barry McKin-
no” (Caledonia Writing Series) is an
amatéurishly printed flap-book of non-
poetry. There are almost a8 many
punctuation marks and numerals as
there are words.

‘Much revision and a certain amount
of poetic discipline could have rounded
the rough edges of Harvey Chometsky’s
The Drinking God (Repository Press).
Asitis,the poems sprawl haphazardly,
and everything is vague.

Murrican, Huh? .
Capnajan - Morrican friendship
can never be the same. Mark
Orkin’s newest and fonniest yet.
Hardcover 53.95 Paper $3.95

mtermational Bestsellers

The Tetramachus Collection

From Lester and Orpen

voe (8 humdinper of a tale...a
thriller with a difference —utterly
fascinating.’ Pablisher's Weekly
$8.95 '

%}tiunmmn,num
I .

Terry Rowe's Moods of Love
93,000 coples in printin three years
of Terry Rowe’s books!
‘Hiis poetry is designed to givean
immediate perception of delight
while covering the whole range of
human emotions”... Mohiireal Star
§6.95

Also by Terry Rowes
To Your with Love §3.95 Youand L and Love $5.95

FRUNCH CANARY W HE™

Erench Canajan, Hé?
Orkin shows us wittily, wickedly,
pointedly how KayBeckers speak.’

1 Moairenl Star i
Hardcover $8.95 Paper $5.95

THM and the Artof Learning
“This book admirably describes the
goals...of producing folly developed,
enlightened citizens. It should be read
by every parent, teacher and student.’
Jack Forem,author,
Transcendental Meditation
{December)
" Hardcover $11.95 Paper 56.95 J

A Good Place
Te Come From
The Leacock Medal winning book-
‘... funny and memorable.
Roberit Fulford
$8.95

Karajan
*Here Is a book that deals in depth,
for the ficst time In English, with the
life, musicianship and genius of
Herbert von Karajafi.,” Opera Canada
$8.95

Lester and 0rpeﬁ

Distridused In Cannda by Gage Poblishing
164 Commander Bivd_ Agincourt, Ont. MIS 3C7
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RIanshapes, kioonscapes by Walter
Orlovich { Fiddlehead Poetry Books. 45
pages, 531 seldom rises above the barely
udeyuate. His poems are little observa-
tion pteces. haiku-like in imagery. Two
excellent examples are: “The great
heron wing/An archer leans/On his
bow./Night/Dies slowly.” “I wish |
had/All tbe years | wished away/So 1
could/Wish them away again.”

Face to Facet Centenaial Printing) is
an unthology of New Brunswick
women writers. The contents are con-
ducive to yawning. Two notable excep
tions are M. Travis Lane and Lakshmi
Gill. GillI'’> “Modular Woman” is a
cleverly constructed concrete poem.

Tish No. 1-19. edited by Frank
Dauvey (Taleanbooks) is an obsession
with Davey. Eversince the Black Moun-
taineers invaded Yancouver in 1961, the
so-catled Tish poets have had delusions
of pactic grandeur. Davey has lovingly
collected ull these ** poetry newsletters™
in ope bulky volume. and penned a trib-
ute to himself and his formerco-gditors.
Literary incest was never more blatant.

Lamipman’s Bonnets, edited and
with an introduction by Margaret ‘Whit-
ridge (Borealis Press. 200 pages.
$14.95 cloth and 169.95 paper) is a
labour of sheer love, ‘Whitridge is un-
doubtedly un uuthority on this post-Con-
federation poet. and she has collected
177 sommets fmm Lampman’s manu-

scripts and arranged them chronologic-
ally from1884 to 1899. Her long intro-
duction is quite scholarly; she has done
her research well. .
Pierre Coupey’s Four 1sland Poems
(Caledonia Writing Series) are poig
nant and lyrical. Each one supplements
the other with a chain of metaphors
anchored to love, art, and loneliness;

we speak love & poelry
though our bodies ache for that other touch
so we might know the clemets of onr world

The following three books of poetry
were published by Reshard Gool’s

Square Deal Press in Charlottetown, Years. Some good

P.E.l. Cavdlier Carcass by Larry Le-
clair; Of the Swimmer among the
Coral, and of the Monk in the Moun-
tains by John Smith; and Red Clay Soil
by A. P. Campbell.

Although these poets live in the same
idand province. each one's voice is
stylistically distinct. Thequalityoftheir
work is exceptional. and I think they're
glready knocking on Milton Acorn’s

oor.

Little magazines are flourishing in
Canada. Never before fcljas 0 ng:h con-
temporary poetry and prose been so
reaji)ly obtalpnabl €. Every province has
more than onemasthead. I'm looking at
five litmags right now.

The first issue of Versus (Box 503.
Outremont Station, Montreal, Quebec)

arrived during the Olympic Games. It
will appear seasonally. and feature both
traditional and experimental writing.
Theformat is clean-cut, and the editor,
Fred Louder, infgrms me that subse-d
uent issues will be* inagoo
?ace.” Each copy’is $ti/8%set J
Poetry Toronto Newsletter, edited
by Darina McFadyen and Pier G. Di-:
Cicco (224 St: George St., Apt. 709,
Toronto-or- 35 Walmer Rd., Apt.
1209. Toronto) provides an invaluable
service as regards the poetry scene.

Waves (Rm. 128, Founders College,

York University) has been out for a few
poetry and fiction.

Published tri-annually. Subscription is
$5 per year: .

Poetry Windsor Poesie (Box 6,
Sandwich P.O., Windsor. Ont.) is pub-

lished three times a year. IT 15 a lively
magthat features poetry and interviews
in English and French. Subscription is
$2.50 per annum.

Repository (R.R. 7. Buckhorn Rd.,
Prince George. B.C.) is abeautifully
designed magazine that prints ﬁoetry,
fiction, photos, and sketches. The con-
tents are always good. Editors: Mar-
garet Cameron and John Harris. Sub-
scription is $3 per year.

1 That covers the poetry trial balance
for this column. Even as I write this,
more books and magazines are pouring
in. See you next year.O
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From KIDSHELFI

THE HARMONICA MAN. . .
THE MAGICIANS TRAP. . .
ERWITCH. . .

Brand Mew For Christmas

BOOKPACKS.

KIDSHELF PAPERBACKS: A GREAT

This Chrisimas, for the price of a single
hardcover book, you cgn buy a young reader5
or6 of his or her favounte KIDSHELF
paperbacks. You can choose them individually
or pumll,mse them fogetherin specially packaged

‘I;nok for'l'hsh!'la:rmonica_ Man this ChListzlr:asl CHRISTMAS BUYI

'ou can see him in a glowing new paperbac] . .
picture-story-book, hear him in the catchy Scl:olastu-: Book S'_“"‘-"’- ’
Harmuonica Man songand — best of all — you'll 123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill,
find them both in a special new Record-Book Ontarlo. L4C 3G5.

Combination from KIDSHELF. . ]

Eileen Piper's The Magician's Trap is anew
Canadian book with the look andfeelof a classic.
Gorgeous full-colour fllustrations illuminate
a_slﬂellhindhg fairy story that young readers

wilt love.

The rollicking rhymes, nonsensical verses and
hilarious Hlustrations of Bill Straiton’s The
Tiger Witch make it the kind of book that
childrenin the 5 to B age group fike to read aloud
as they giggla their way through. .
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ONE CANADA

Memoirs of the Right Honourable John G.
DIEFENBAKER

The Years of Achievement 1956-1962

John G. Dieferbaker

In the second volume of his memoirs, John
Diefenbaker tells the inside story ‘ of how the
Liberal government was toppled from power
after 22 years, making him the 13th Prime Minis-
ter of Canada. $15.9
‘Also available: Volume 1, The Crusading Years
X95-1956 $15.00

FARTHING'S FORTUNES .

Riclard B. Wright

«. .. earthy, hilarious, richly imaginative. Farth-
ing is a latter-day Tom Jones... Richard-Wright
isadory teller par excellence; this novel should
be awinner.” Publishers Weekly $10.95
LAWREN HARRIS *

Edited by Bess Han-is and R. G. P. Colgrove

This handsome paperback edition contains 68
full-colour illustrations portraying the work of a
great Canadian artist. $14.95 . .

THE FAR SIDE OF THE STREET

Bruce Hufchison

“...Hutchison ... has watched great events and
great men and some not so great and he makes
shrewd assessments of most of our mgor politi-
cal figures of the last half century, particularly
MackenzieKing. ... Hiibookisrichlyrewarding
— a remarkable achievement.. ..*” William
French, The Globe and Mail $15.95

THE SEVENTH HEXAGRAM

lan McLachlan . _

A story of suspense set against the exotic back-
ground of Hong Kong. ‘The elements are those
of athriller, but The Seventh Hexagnun is much
more than that. It's a sophisticated book i politi-
cal termgving a complex and absorbing ac-
count ofbwth the Communists and their
gggrgues. -+." Robert Fulford, The Toronto Star

DUAL ALLEGIANCE

Ben Dunkelman

The true story of thii unassuming Canadian hero
who fought first for Canada in World War Il and
then fcr Israel in 1943 is a saga of excitement and
«danger more incredible than fiction. $14.95

WHO HAS SEEN THE WIND

« W. 0. Mifchell, Hiustrated by William Kurelek

A beautiful new edition of Canada’s favourite
classic, splendidly written -by W. 0. Mitchell.
The charming illustrationsin eolour and black
and white by William Kurelek were specially
commissioned for this book. $19.95

TO JERUSALEM AND BACK

A Persona Account

Saul Bell&

Winner of both the Pulitzer Prize and the Nobel
Prize, Saul Bellow hare journeys into the heart of
a very beautiful and very troubled city, and also
into one of the most tragic and complex issues of
this century. A mgor literary work.; $10.95

'RAISE THE TITANIC

Clive Cussler :
A new and exciting novel tha combines the his-

tory of the doomed liner with a gripping story of
pure adventure. $10.95

JUST LOOKING, THANK YOU

An Amused Observer’s View

of Canadian Lifestyles

Philip Marchand

‘We haventTeally had a chronicler of the hippie
and post-hippie era in this country.. .. But we
may have found our man at last.. .. Marchand
has a good eye for nuances, a grasp of subtleties.
But what makes hi different is his writing; it
has an electricity to it, full of surging current and
volts and quickflash jumps of power. . . .
William.French, The Globe and Mail $10.95 \

AVAILABLE AT YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK STORE M
Macmillan

.The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street. Toronio M5B 1X3
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the browser

by Morris Wolfe

o |

From social reform’ to quilts, via ‘the
planets and the dreaded mediascan

JAMES LORIMER is one of the more im-
portant figures of this period. He is a
good social critic (Working People iS
probably his best book) and a tine pub-
lisher. But his greatest contribution has
been (und continues to be) as thcdriving
Jforce behind some of the major reform
movements of the past decade = the
Association of Canadian Publishers, for
instance, and the urban-reform move-
nent. There are a lot of people who
complain of being memoed to death by
Lorimer. but he gets things done. Two
yeurs ago he was responsible for
organizing City Magazine. ajoumal de-
voted to printing articles about the
urbun-reform movement. Now we have
a selection of pieces from the magazine
in The City Book: The Politics and
Planning of Canada’s Cities (James
Lorimer & Co.. 223 pages, $5.95
paper). The book, which is co-edited by
Lorimer and Evelyn Ross. will be ex-
tremely useful to town planning stu-
dents across the country.

ALTHOUGH THE phenomenon has really
just begun, Pm already weary of text-
books that attempt to be print analogues
of TV programs. Their authors and pub-
lishers seem to work on the assumption
that readers have an attention span of

‘about 13 seconds and that if you don't *

keep them entertained they’ll push &
button and have somebody else’s text-
book appear in their hands. Mediascan
by Jim Henderson (Thomas Nelson, 159
Pages, $6.50) is sucha book. It's full of
such words as **mediacy,'* **media-
scantics” and *‘electronvironment."’
We get lots of pictures (mostly of
American media personalities), car-
toons, mirror images of the word **acti-
vities,”” switches among various print
sizes and colours, and questions suchas:
“Why is MEDIASCAN published in print
form?” (damned if | know) and “Are
jeansafad?. 1fnot, whynot?"’Oneof *
my own questionsyss: Could itbethat the
pointless interviews with such people as
CBC announcer Margaret Pacsu are

A gorgeous cover by Toiler
Cranston and 22 pages of blazing
full-colour comics guarantee an
extra special Canadian
Children’s Annual for 19771 And
Jasper the Bear has joined us!
NEW hardcover edition — $8.95
paperback —$4.95

Moveover, “Nessieand
room for “Caddie.” Cadboro-
saurus, that is, Vancouver
Island’s resident sea-serpent.
Canada’s Monsters Is a well-
documented and illustrated sur-
vey which reveals — at last —
that Canada has her very own
veritable slew of monsters!

large format paperback — 4.95

ORDER MNOW!

Belford Book Distributing
11 Boulton Avenue, Toronto
4 2J4, (416) 463-5981

)
dy

You'll love When's the Last Time
You Cleaned YourNavel? with its
101 great medical cartdons by

Jim Simpkins, creator of Jasper

the Bear.
paperback

ﬂ Potlatch Publications,
35 Dalewood Crescent,
Hapilton, Ontario L8S 4B5

— $2.95
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them as a kind' of joke? (Mediascan:
“Do you think radio is fulfilling its role
in our society?” Paesu: “That's avery
interesting question.”) The author of
Mediascan is co-ordinator of the Lan-
guage Study Centre for the Toronto
Board of Education. All I can say to that

is, hmmm.
Y *

ONE OF THE most intriguing self
published books I've seen in a long time
is Gerald Baton's The Crowd Chooses
(unpriced, 120 pages). Baron teaches
astrology at Toronto’s Humber College }
and his book is an attempt to demon-
strate (with the aid of a computer) that
there is a relationship between planet
positions and horse-race results.
Baron’s conclusion isthat “the planet
pattern that was statistically the «nost
significant win indicator, was the
Moon’s northern node ... approxi-
mately 90 degrees ... from the Mid-
point of Mars and Pluto. ..." What this
means, he adds dramatically, is “that
some combination of jockey(s).
horse(s) and crowd have formed an alli-
ance to cause the favousite to win.”
Sounds reasonable to me. The book is
available by writing % the authorat231
Sorauren Avenue, Toronto, M6R 2G3.

* 4w

ONE OF THE standard British historles of
quilt-making, Averil Colby’s Patch-
work (1958), states boldly that: “Most
of the designs of patchwork made in
Canada are common to both™England
and America and have gone to Canada
fromeither. Certainly, nothinghasgone
to either of them from Canada.” Mary
Conroy of Sudbury was so infuriated
when she read that statement that she
spent the next five years collecting in-
formation that would disprove it. The
result is 300 Years of Canada’'s Quilts
(Griffin House. 133 pages, $7.95
paper). I'm not sure whether Conroy
actually does disprove Colby. But what
she’s done in telling the story ofquilting
in this country is produce a fascinating
bit of social history. It's full of informa-
tionaboutquilts in thelifeofsuch people
as Nellie McClung’s mother-in-law. |
only wish more of the reproductions of
quilts in the book were in colour.\l:l




intervie f*

by Steghanle J. Nynych

Ann Wall explains why the
t-louse of Anansi hasn’t fal len

ANN WALL is the president, major
sharebolder. and principal chatelaine of
the House of Anansi. She has been in-

volved with Anans since the firm was
founded in 1967 and has so far man-

aged to keep her house safe from the-

two tigers that menace small publishing
ventures — takeovers or bankcruptcy.
To find out how, Books in Canada
asked poet Stephanie J. Nynych to
interview Ms. wall:

Books in Canada: What's it like to be
awontan in publishing?

Ann Yall: rm not aware of being dis-

criminated against. When | first began
at Anonsi my life was difficult because |

was an American. but that's something
ese In i\n.dy small company you tend to
be treated as people. if you do your

work. There are very few women run-

ning publishing houses, kowever, un-
less they’re somebody’s wife.

BiC: Did Anansi spearhead a renais-

sance or a birth in Canadian litera-

tire?

YVall: [ would say abirth. In 1967 it

was an oddity for Canadians to be pub-

lished, except for afew writers. We had
to ereate a public, because the writers
were there, Except for the occasional

praduate course, there were almost no
courses in Canadian literature even at

the university level. In the 1960s a lot of
us were trying to change the climate in
Canada: to change thelife of the spirit
here. Canadians are far more aware of
themselves as a people now, and of
having their own lives to lead.

BiC: IWhat was the reaction to the
Jounding principles of Anansi?

Wall: People said it would never work.
Other publishers especialy thought the
writing talent wasn't here, and that
concentrating on poetry and novels that
veren’t best-seller material- the least
profitable part of any publishing pro-
gram -was crazy. We were interested
in books that were good and would
stand up and tell us something about
ourselves. And we published Atwood.
Grant. Lee und Carrier.

BiC: Whar is vour present policy’ in
considering manuscripts?

Wall: We're looking for books that will
last, books that are important both for
literature and the author’s develop-
ment. The last is ﬁarticularly true when
we're dealing with new writers. -
BiC: What is the state of Canadian
publishing at presemt?

Wall: | don't think it's healthy. We've
aways had that hunch, but without the
statistics to back it up because. until
now. the Statistics Canada surveys
were not’asking the right questions.
The forms were revised in 1975 under
prodding from the Association of
Canadian Publishers, so this year’s sur-
vey should produce some real informa
tion. An analysis of Canadian Books in
Print made by Harold Bohne, vice-
president of ACP, is far from encourag-
ing. This showed that of al books pu

lished in Canada :between 1973 and
1975, aimost 80% were published by

Ann Wall
Canadian-owned houses, yet sales ac-
counted for only 50% of what Statistics
Canada callS **publisher's own
books.” And considering the overal
book market, including agency titles
and books the branch plants bring in
from their parent companies, Canadian
publishers accounted for only 37% of
sdlesin dollar volume.

BiIC: What are tke functions of litera-
tire and publishing in a society?

Wall: To try to show people who they

are and what they might become. Espe-

cialy in Canada, a publisher should be
offering, Canadians a true picture of.
themselves in history books. novels,
books of poetry — books of our own, in
Dennis Le€'s phrase, not someone
else's idea of who we are.

BiC: |s House ¢ 4nansi in a healthy:
economic sitation.

!

Wall: Yes. Our sales with our new dis-
tributor, Burns & MacEachem, have
been very good. I don't think we'll ever
make a million dollars, because as an
experimental publisher; we take too
many risks. But we're happy to break
even.

“An absorbing
SUCCESS ...

is Sheila Egoff’s comment on Bill
Freeman’s new adventure story for
“children, T#e Last Voyage of the
Scotian.

She writes. “I gulpdd it down in
ione sitting. It really held me.

“Baoks about boys being shang- -
*haied are common enough but they
are mostly British and so I found
the Canadian backgrdund most re-
freshing, even thrilling. .. Mr. Free-
'man’s forte is authenticity and his”
details are controlled and always
help to advance the plot-as such
details should be used.”

BILLEREEMAN

TheLast
of The Scolian

Other comments from librarians
are equally favourable. Says Callie
Israel of the Windsor Public Library:
“Freeman is writing better with this
book-his conversations are more
natural and his ability to describe
the complicated and unfamiliar ac-
tivities of early sailors aboard ship is
extraordinary.”

Roger J. Smith, in hi Books in
Canada review reminds readers of
Freeman’s Canada Couneil prize-
winning book Shantymen of Cache
Lake and says: “Together these
books Offer a delightful and substan..
tial reading package.”

Shantymen of Cache Lake iSin
stock in both cloth and paper.

Last Voyage of the Scotian was re-
leased on November 4. in a large
first printing in both-cloth and
paper. Author Bitt Freeman travels
from St. John’s to Vancouver in a
nation-wide promotion tour during
late November and December. Both
titles contain complete Cataloguing
in Publication data. Find them at
your local bookseller; library cus- *
tomers may order from Belford
Books at 11 Boulton Avenue,
Toronto M4M 2]J4.

James Lorimer & Company,

Publishers.



BiC: Finally. how did you ever hit upon
the name Anansi for an English-
Canadian publishing house?

Wall: Well, Anans isthe namefor a
West African spider god. The legend
goes that Anang created the world and
then it got bored, and then it began
playing tricks on the world; and telling
stories, Dave Godfrey came up With the
name; he had been teaching In Ghana,
and got the name fmm there. Anans
stories are all over West Africa and
probably came over hem via saves. s0
that now they are quite common

throughout the West I ndies. Of course, -

whenever | meet black people in the
States. they immediately assume that
Anansi is a black publishing house. O

L ST

letter§ to
the Editor

LOQKING AT LOVE...

Sic

1 vonld like to thank you for the excellent
Qvetober issue. [ have been Jooking for a reason
to support your publication. The article by Sam
Ajzensint on Watters' Compulsory Parenthood

A Harvest Yet to Reap
y

A \i‘/f_‘.l [ /
\\ -'-.

“They madeitall! The
women wi te the onesthat'
made the ghad times. The

- the reading public.

I mi

’ . -
men.all - hey didavas sit
wevund aad v

The heroic women who settled the
Canadian prairie tell their own sto:

£8.95

L&EOD

The Women's Pres

gives me that reason. Conpratulations on

publishipg it! Wirh that kind of qualily you may

yet be able to have a Canadian counterpart to the

New York Review of Books, or the Times

Lirerary Supplenten:. | hop very much youwill

follow that route, with reviews of substantinl

length, tapping the resources of the universities
(which have many able and willing reviewers).

Randal Marlin

Assistant Professor

Carleton University

Citawa

-~

... FROM BOTH SIDES NOW
Sir:
In your October, 1976, issue of Books in
Canada, Mr. Sam Ajzenstat states in his nega-
five review of the Compulsory Paremthood
that **we desperately need a discussion. espe-
cially of the moral concerns, honest cod wise
enough to keep us alive and_ responsive to the
real truths on both sides of the political battle.”

Bearing this in mind and being aware that there |

have been several positive reviews recently of the
same book, | feel the Eublic has a right to “both
sides” in your publication. Attached are two
reviews giving the “‘other side” for publication
in your November issue.

| trust you will find these helpful in your
efforts 1o ensure complete, unbiased reporting lo

Mury L. Mills
Executive Director
Planned Parenthood Federation of Canada
Ottawa

Editors note: Ms. Mills' point would be well
Iuken were we a’news magazine. However, we
are a review magazine and our reviewer's opin-
ion must stand. Naturally any correspondence
taking issue with that opinion would find space
in this column.

VIVA DE SANTANA
Sir:
A few days ago in Montreal | was pleased to be
given acoyr of your Sepiember issue at the
Double Hool{Book Shop, Greene Avenue, Con-
gratulations to the magazine, to Richard Out-
ram. cod to Hubert de Santana on Santana's
article about' Qutram and his work. I cm deepl
impressed by Santana’s estimate of Outram’s
stature cod his advice that Qutram “shuns the
medic fanfare.”
| expect that Outram must be pleased cod
gratified that his work has elicited such high
praise so well and so considerately expressed.
Please convey my best wishas for ever-
increasing success and satisfaction to Richard
Qutram cod please continue to publish Hubert de
Santona.
Frederick Tavlor
San Miguel de All&de
Mexico

THROUGH A CLASS DARKLY
Sic

George Melnyk's hostile comments about
Essays in Canadian Working Class History,

edited by G. S. Kealey cod Peter Warrian, in his
review of i, and Warking in Canada, edited by

Walter Johnson. exhibit the reductionism sod ;

reverse &litism all too common among leftists
(for such | take him to be). On the one hand, he
presents us with the *“involved, self-sacrificing,
cod eritical’” workers of Johnson's book; on tha
other. withthe academics. vitiated by
“economic self-interest” and jargor, of the
Kealey/Warrian bogk. Bu, where. in the real
world so dear to Mr. Melnyk. do we find such
pitinble caricatures? One inideed grows tired of
pointing out 1o such strident champions of the
working elassas Mr. Melnyk that Marx cod
Engels were hardly proletarian; or that such
leftist academics as the historian David Mont-
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\ somehow. | doubt that | \\(ill be.

gomery or the social theorists Stanley Aronowitz
and Harry Braverman, began-their lives in the
working class. It is surely the worst kind of
conceit lo measure 4 person's abilily 1o contri-
bute to the struggle for human liberation by his
occupation.

Mr. Melayk's review betrays another conceit
when i, fallg vietim to the very condescension
towards workers be attributes to the **midd!e-
class radicals.” By complaining that the
Kealey/Warfian book-is toa specialized for coy
but the “educated reader.” he implies that a
worker would be unable to understand or ap-

¢iate its arguments, Would Mr. Melnyk have

sd the book written at ‘o Reader's Digest
level”? Which approach would then have been
more copdescending? -

Mr . Melnyk's essential complaint with the
Kealey/\Vasrian book seems to be that it is not,
unlike Johnson's book, concemed with “*daily
work experience.” Thii is judging the book fora
crime i, never intended to commit. T h e
Kealey/Warrian book does no, se, outto study
daily work experience; it is historical,’ not
sociological. But Mr. Melnyk’s complaint ig-
nores both the extent to which the present is a
result of events in the past cod the fact that one's
nbility to change the present, cod thus the fulure,
depends. toa degree. on one's ability to under-
stand the past. For this reason, there is a need for
the Kealey/Warrian and Johnson books both.

The real pity about both books. whiih is net
mentioned by Mr. Melnyk (perhaps because It
mugnht have called into question his own re-

utionary work as edilor of the NelWest
ReView), is that few workers will read either
one. This is only a guess on my pot,. and onein
whiih 1 would gladly be proven wrong. But

Gus Richardson
Toronto

LIMERICK BLUES

Si;
A county in Ireland called Limerick
And a mag {B in C) that is pretry slick
Made a terrible mess
At least by this witness . -
Who read CanWir 14 and felr really sick.
William Silvert
Dalhousie University
ifax

YAFFLE ON THE WING

Sir:

Bogks in Canada purports to be a “‘national
review Of books.*

We at Breakwater repard with some dismay
what. appears to be Books in Canada's view of
what comprises this nation. Presumably the
nation confines itself to that territory between
Halifax and Vaneouver. Newfoundland-u is
often the case == is excluded. Readers of the
Canadian best seller Between Friends who have
recovered fmm their ecstasy of §eeing such a
magnificent gift fmm the Canddiams to the

Americans will prabably have discovered by

now that Newfoundlanders and their homeland
have been totally excluded. That, in spite of the
fact that Newfoundland had ambassadors in
Washington when Toronto was & trading post.

Surely, Mr. Editor, Books in Canada, a’
magazine funded by Canada Council and the
Ontario Arts Council. will not be guilty of such
narrow concepis of what comprisgs a nation.

Let i, be known then, sir. that we do exist. We
have .existed for lhree years. We do publish
books. Our books areread by Canadians from
Petty Harbour to Naniaimo end we think that
Canadian readers would be interested in your
reviews — gond or bad. In case you hove the [ast
batchin the bin. enclosed is another yaifle.

Clyde Rose

Managing Director
Breakwater Books, Lid.
Portugal Cove, Nfld.

P.S. Our house is buik of brigks 0 you can huff
and puff all you like. .

—



THE KIND OF BOOK A CHILD
SHOULD GET THIS CHRISTMAS

Holiday in the Woods
' -~ byAnne Francis

Anne Francis, well-known writer and broadcaster, brings to life the natural beauty of Canada in this
bright adventure.

A prairie boy spends hff summer with cousins in the Laurentlans — and learns about life in the bosh.
Swimming, fishing, canoeing, the fascinating habits of the woodland animals, their names in French and
Engliih -young readers can find a wealth of useful knowledge between these pages.

As they discover facts they won't forget, the story races towards its climax-an exciting encounter with ;
an irate mother bear.

This Christmas, give your child a Holiday in the Woods. In the jungle of ordinary books, it makes a most

refreshing change.
/

$6.95 - FROM CLARKE IRWIN
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GapVit No.18

WHAT DO YOU make of IRVING LAYTON?
YWell, if you're inclined m play games
with letters, you might make NOT ANY
vIRGIL. The illustrious ranks of CanLit
must be loaded with similar telling ana-
grams. We'll pay $25 for the wittiest
selection and $25 also goes to Carla
Wolfe of Toronto forthisidea. Address:
CunWit No. IS, Books in Canada, 366
Adelaide Street East, -Toroato M5A
1N, The deadline is Dec. 31.

RESULTS OF CONTEST NO. 16

AFTER Separation. what? Contestants
were asked to provide the title and plot
outline for Richard Rohmer's fifth polit-
ical thriller. Many readers took thecon-
test quiteseriously and gave us plots that
a copyright lawyer might consider in-
fringements of Rohmer’s intellectual
property. Several other possible winners
rvere rejected because theirentries were
more in the nature of jacket blurbs than
plot outlines. The winner is Philip
Walsh of Ottawa, who receives $25 for
this fascinating farrage:

CANADA DRY

Mutiop-wide drought threatens Canada when
U.S. declures weather embargo, reventing rain
from crossing border. Rivers, |aees are 50 pal-
loted s to be wseless. Canadn becomés giant
du-thuwl. Arub nations send advisers to convert
country lo desert economy.. The price: annexa-
tion of Cunadata Anb federation. Newly ar-
rived British immigraots move 1o Australia;
Jrvmg Layton moves to Miami. The RCMP
Musical Ride stants training camels. Alberia’s
premier anticipates better relations with Arabs
thun with Eastern elite.

CLASSIFIED -

Classified rates: $3 per line (40 characters lo
thz line). Deadline: first of the month for issue
dated {dlowing month. Address: Books In
Canada Classified, 366 Adslaide Street East,
Toronto M5A 1N4. Phone: (418) 363-54286.

IMDEXING/COPY-EDITING. Free esti-
mates, references. C. Lederer, Toronto.
357.0375.

CARNIVOROUS bullfrog Joe Rosenblatt
would like to tmmarse himself as vrriter-in-
residence at one of the many academlc
swamps in Canada. Thii green creaturg |s
also available for readin s and lectures. He
canba reached at 15 Sreensides Avenue,
Torento, Ont. MEG 3P5.

ATTEHTION EDITORS. EM & Associates
(formzsry EMR &: Associates), the answer to
all your degadline pmblems. Articles written,
articles fixed: boolts written. books fixed: all
print communications pnblems salved for
ridiculously low rates. Cerlified members of
PWAC. Phone: (416) 961-0060.

42 Bools in Canada. December. 1976

Honourable mentions: |

ERECTION U.N.
When nuclear catastrophy devastates the earth,
the U.N. erecis a 50-mile-high building te
accommodate all survivors, but foolishly rents
out floors as “ national termitery™ to individual
couniries. Canada occopigs the bottom 400
storeys and unaccustomed caustrophobia makes
her tum world aggressor. She jams long-distance
elevators and basemen, washing machines. plags
mail and garbage chutes, graduaily forces t
149 other countries on the remaining 20,000
storeys to capitulate.

' — Gordon Black, Toronto

L] [
CANADA-CARIB .

The 1all, dark. handsome and reasonably conser-
vative F M tries to combat the U.S./British
domination of the tourlst irade by using nuclear
devices to separate Nova Scotia from the rest of
Canada, then floating it to the Caribbean. Prob-
[ems arise no, only when the U.S. and Britain
launch a join, blockade. but when the Peerto
Scatians (or Nova Ricans) rebel against imposed
bilingualism (English/Spanish) and being forced
to trade their bagpipes for steel drums.

— Michael R. Carlson, Montreal

* o [

ALBORTIA
Repartriaied constitution atlows Albertan gov-
emment to reduce provincial population prowth
by prehibiting intra-provincial immigration and
saturating drinking water with Edmonton-
developed vaccine ensuring abortion unless anti-
dote administered. Antidote available only with
certification of parental health, economic and
moral responsibility. Ballooning wealth and
dwindling population within five years results in
iwo-million-strong aitborne Ugandan invasion
by Idi Amin. Invasion repelled only by arrival
Quebec Liberation Army.

== Derrick Murdoch, Toronto

A
\
HIBERNATION i

A fanatic biologist-ecologist plots to return the
North completely to the animals and Eskimos.
He plans 1o use hypno-chemo-psycho-therapy on
bears 1o gain control of Key centres. He encoun-
ters a female bear, asleep m a cave, Whereupon,
a sensuous bond of affection develops. In the
final scene, the bear heads back to civilization to
sacrifice herself to the canse while the scientist
has falleti into & deep. trance-like sleep.

— Georgia B. Sullivan. Oyen. Alta.

EVACUATION

A newly independent Quebec stops arguing and_
splits the atom, with consequences that |eave
everywhere south of the Mid-Canada Develop-
men, Corridor unfi for human or Yankee habita-
tion. The day is saved by a visionary, if kinky.
household-appliance tyeoon and armed forces
reservist fmm Saskatoon, after he regains his
jouthful vigour lhml:Fh the judicious use of a
idonlreal mustress and colonic irrigation.

-— Harvey L. Shepherd, Toronto

LI T
EXASPERATION

The Canadian Jiterary world, alarmed a, the

government’s increasing use of initials and jar-

gon 1o obfuscate policies. establishes the

Symbolese Liberation Army, dedicated to fo-

men, cultural revolution, Their leader, a novel-

writing brigadier general, Harold Hohmaer, flies
about in an Aurora je, {complete with datailed
diagrams) smuggled to him by DefenceCan
sympathizers. A, last, as Hohmer and the Prime

Minister confer in an isolated Arctic outpost, a
nearby major oil pipeline bursts, spewing lons of

black ooze toslither south.
— Betsy Struthers, Cllawa

MAGNETIZATION

A,, Arctic-hound RCAF pilot, noting strange
navigational rid disturbances, determines that
Russia is slowly moving the magnetic' North
Pole toward Northern Siberia by ulilizing mam-
moth maghetic gencrators and nuclear satellites.
Because of the North America,, earthquakes and
tidat waves expecied to result from such a trau-
matic shift, the United States and Australia
(whose proximity to the South Magnetic Pole
makes i, equally vulnerable) help Canada emgage
in a giant magnetic tug of war.

— M J.Lewin, Ottawa

4 1

Rooks recerved

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books have

been received by Books in Canada in

recent weeks. Inclusion in this list does

not preclude a review or notice in a

future issue: .

Storles from Pangnirtung, by Amaktauyck and
Stuart Hodgson, Hurtig Publishers.
Declining Gracefully, by John Sandman. Coach
House Press. A
Rural Boots. by M. Byers,J . Kennedy, M
McBumey and the Junior [League of Toronto.
1) of T Press. .

Baffies of W ind and Tide, edited by Clyde
Rose, Breakwair Books.

The Blasty Bouglh, edited by Clyde Rose,
Breakwater Books. .

ThaBt Fxla‘rGreater Bay, by Ray Guy. Breakwater

+ Books,

This is the Law?, by Nigel Napier-Andrews,

. Doubleday.

Rudolph Valentino, by Alexander Walker.
Thomas Nelsen and Sons.

Marlene Dietrich, by Sheridan Morley, Thomas
Nelson and Sens.

Film Canadiana, edited by Pin-s Handling. The
Canadian Filminstitute.

Norman Mefen, by Maynard Collins. The
Canadian Film Instiute.

Northlight, Lovelight, by Facques Folch-Ribas.
Fitzhenry & Whiteside.

Saul and Selected Poems, by Charles Heavy-
sege, U of T press.

The Search for an Ideal, by S. E. D. Shont,
Uof T Press. |

South Sea Journey, by George Woodcock. Fitz-
henry & Whileside.

Nature Quizzes for Canadians, by Vty and
Mill McMillan, J1.1. Douplas.

The Strongest Man in History, by Ben Wcida.
Mitchell Press Lid.

Fair Dqys Along the Talbert, by Dennis Patrick
Sears, Musson.

Astrological YWarnings & the Stock Market, by
Thomas Rieter, Pagurian Press.

A Child’s Introduction to the Outdoors, by
David Richey, Pajrian Press.

Mastering the Art of Winning Goll, by James
Haber, Pagnin Press. |

Canada 15'76 Statisties Canada.

Elk Lake Diaxy, by Dorothy Farmiloe, Highway
Bookshop.

Eileen McCullough, by Alice Boissoneau,
Simon & Pierre.

Inflation: 1t's Your Bag, by Bernhard A.
Frischke, Simon & Pierre.

The Land of Opén Doors, by J. Burgon Bicker-
steth, U of T Press.

The Leatock Medal Treasury, selected by
Ralph L. Curry. Lester & Orpen. .

When1 Wasa Boy, by David Trumble, edited by
Glen Ellis, J. M. Den, & Sons.

Cross Canada. by Sondra Gotlieb. Hancock
House, . .

Bonding ot Bone, by W. K. Thomis, The Pas-
deloup Press. .
‘The Colours ot Love. by John Alan Lee. New

Press.
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CANADIAN LIBRARIES
IN THEIR CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

You are invited to attend a national conference
designed to provide Canadian librarians with a
better understanding of the organizational milieu
in which we carry out our professional respon-
sibilities. Twenty-five authorities on Canadian
librarianship have been invited to present papers
on topics of major concern to the profession.

The papers will be published as conference
praceedings which will be distributed to parti-
cipants. Given the present dearth of knowledge
about Canadian libraries. the proceedings will
make a significant contribution to librarianship
in Canada. The conference will generate import-
ant Information for library administrators and
practicing librarians.

The conference will seek to implement recom-
mendations of the recent report of the Com-
mission on Canadian Studies by providing
Canadian librarians with an opportunity to
“know themselves” by coming together for this
conference. The format will be that of the
Learned Societies.

Participants will be given an opportunity to hear
and discuss papers in an academically stimulating
forum to increase their understanding o f
Canadian libraries in their changing environment,

TOPICS AND SPEAKERS

Thursday. February 24, 1977
Historical Framework

Atlantic Provinces

Patricia A. Lotz — Consumer Consultant, Nova
Scotia Department of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs, Halifax, N.S.

Quebec

Daniel D. Reicher — Professeur, Ecole de
Bibliothéconomie, Université d ¢ Montréal,
Monté&l, Québec.

Oniario

Jean Kerfoot Allen — formerly Legislative
Librarian, Government of Ontario, Toronto.
Ontario.

Prairie Provinces

Marian E. Richeson — Librarian. Legal Services
Commission, Vancouver, B.C. and Harry E.

FEBRUARY 24—26, 1977

Newsom — Director, Cariboo-Thompson Nicola
Library System, Kamloops, B.C.

British Columbia

Samual D. Rothstein == Professor. School of
Librarianship, University of British Columbia,
Vancouver. B.C.

Yukon and Northwest Terrilories

Garth Graham — Director. Library Services
Branch. Government of the Yukon, Whitehorse.
Yukon and Patricia L. Smith — Chief, Public
Library Services of the Northwest Territories,
Hay River, N.W.T.

Institational Framework

Publfic Libraries

Lois M. Bmky — Professor. School of
Librarianship. University of British Columbia.
Vancouver, B.C.

Canadian University Libraries

Bruce B. Peel — Librarian to the University,
University of Alberta. Edmonton. Albena.
School Libraries

David H. Jenkinson — Professor, Faculty of
Education. University of Manitoba. Winnipeg.
Manitoba.

Friday, February 25, 1977
Institutional Framework (continued)

Special Librarles in Canada

Beryl L. Anderson — Head. Library Documen-
ration Centre, National Library of Canada,
Ottawa. Ontario.

Canada’s National Library Services

F. Dolores Donnelly = Professor. Faculty of
Library Science, University of Toronto, Toronto,
Omario.

Canedian Library Associations

Loraine Spencer Garry — Librarian. Registered
Nurses’ Association of Ontario. Toronto,
Ontario.

The Library Profession

Recruitment and Selection

Carl G.Garry — Professor, Department of
Administrative Studies. Atkinson College, York
University. Toronto, Ontario and Loraine
Spencer Garry — Librarian, Registered Nurses’

Association of Ontario. Toronto. Ontarlo.
Socialization to the Profession

Kenneth H. Plate — Professor. Faculty of
Library Science. University of Toronto. Tor-
onto, Ontario.

Professional Library Education in Canada

Mary E.P. Henderson — Professor, School of
Library Science. University of Alberta, Edmon-
ton, Alberta or Delegate.

Education: Practitioner's Response

Olga J. Gil — Reference Librarian and Consult-
ant, Edmonton, Alberta.

The Library Technicians

lean Riddle Weihs — Director, Library Tech-
niques Program. Seneca College of Applied Arts
and Technology, Willowdale, Ontario.

Cocktail Party and Banquet

Kevnote Speaker

Richard Rohmer — a Canadim novelist and a
member of the Royal Commission on Book Publish-
ing in Canada.

Saturday, February 26, 1977

The Library and Its Internal and External
Environments

Organizational Problems in Libraries

Yictor V. Murray = Professor and Chairman.
Department of Sociology. York University,
Toronto, Ontario.

Unionization of the Profession

Carl G.Garry — Professor. Department of
Administrative Studies, Atkinson College, York
University, Toronto, Ontario.

Library Administration

Carole Weiss — Head. Reference Department,
John P. Robarts Library, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario.

Libraries and the Canacdian Book Trade

Francess G. Halpenny — Professor and Dean,
Faculty of Library Science, University of
Toronto. Toronto, Ontario.

Technological Change in Libmries

C. David Batty — Professor, School of Library
and Information Service, University of Mary-
land, College Park, Maryland, U.S.A.

Concluston of Conference

CANADIAN LIBRARIES IN THEIR CHANGING ENVIRONMENT — CCE 496

NAME

PRESENT POSITION

LIBRARY

ADDRESS

Postal Code

HOME ADDRESS

Postal Code

TELEPHONE Library.

Home

Enclosed is my cheque, made payable 1o YORK UNIVERSITY, in the amount of

[J $95.00 — fuil conference

O $45.00— 1 DAY

February24 O February25 O

February26 O

Receipts for income tax purposes will be Issued automatically in February, 1978. Please forward this pre-registration form, fully completed, together with your cheque to:

Cansdlan Libraries [n Thelr Changing Environment, The Centre for Continulng Education
York University, 4700 Keele Street, Downsview, Ontario M3J 2R6

The conference will be held at The Sheraton Centre, 123 Queen Street West, Toronto. For further informarion and brochures call {416) 667-2524,
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