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REPORT

AD THAN READ?

All ban-thebookers must be Biblewaving fanatics or
sexually repressed fascists, right? Wrong, says this
chagrined liberal who visited Ontario’s Huron County and
found reasonable arguments for certain forms of censorship

by Paul Stuewe

THERE'S A FAMILIAR bogey astir in the land. Cry “Censorship!” in
a crovided theatre these days and you'll be trampled to death by
liberals manning the battle stations of editartal opinion and en-
gaged reportage. What's all the fuss about? Mainly it’s about a few
groups of concerned parents in mostly rural areasiof Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Ontario who have begun to take an active
interest in what their children are being encouraged to read in
school. Ferthermore, they have had the temerity to suggest that
certain books are unsuitable for impressionable young minds.

The most recent censorship crisis has occurred in Huron
County, Ont.. an agricultural area about 120 miles west of Tor-
onto. William French of the Globe and Mail has diagnosed a
**strange Mood” infecting the Huron County population with a
desire to keep such books as Thr Diviners, Catcher in the Rye,
and Of Aice and Men aut of the bands of local high-school
students, Curious about the psychology of any group foolhardy
enough to go up against both the teaching and the intellectual
establishments, | paid avisit N Huron County and found that the
realities are rather different from the picture presented by the
national media.

After reading press coverage of the contraversy, | had expected
to ba confronied by crazed bands of Bible-waving fanatics burning
books in the town square and extracting oaths of meral purity from
Tocul high-school teachers. Instead I found that the pro-censorship
forces are led by twe capable spokesmen whose arguments have a
high degree of logical and moral force and are firmly grounded in
community traditions at least as old as the notion of Canada itself.

One of these spokesmrien is Elmer Umbach, a pharmacist who
oparates hi own drugstore on the main street of Lucknow, a town
on the northern edge of Huron County. Umbach represents the
more intransigent wing of the fundamentalist, evangelical Chris-
tian opposition te the books in question, and his first words to me
arc: “1 want you to insist that what I'm saying is a declaration of
srueh, and | am not interested in discussing or dialoguing with
you.”" A finger stabs at me in emphasis. “It’'s available to anyone
else from the same place | got it-the Bible. It’s the only source
of successful moral living, and the only system that has ever
proved to work for everyone's good.”

This unpromising beginning has taken place in front of severa
customers and staff at Umbach's drugstore. But | ater over coffee in
the seeluded back mom of a neighbouring restavrant he unbends a
bit and expands on his involvement with the pm-censorship
movement. Umbach iS not married, and thus has ro children in the
local school system; but he is active in community religious
groups. and when some of his fellow churchmen became upset
about the kinds of books being taught to Huron County students,
hc was ashed to be their spokesman.

For Umbach and his associates, the salient fact of the contro-
versy is that children are involved, children for whom their parents
are motally responsible until they reach adulthood and children
who are in danger of corruption fmm those who arc supposed te be
sefting them a sound mora example: “Teachers now believe that
students won't be well-rounded unless they study books such as
The Diviners and Catcher in the Rye, but we don’t agree. We
believe that a child is not mature until hc is physically mature, af
about the age of 21. Until then he is not able N handle things lii
sex, and should not be exposed to them."” He stresses that it's the
protection of children that requires such strong action: “As far as
adults arc concerned, they can go ahead and destroy themselves
any way they want to.”

As a phprmacist, Umbach sees some of the nastier consequences
of adecade of sexual revolution. The number and severity of cases
of venereal disease is increasing rapidly in his hometown. Where a
liberal would argue that thii calls for more sexual education, be
draws just the opposite conclusion: “Young people get venereal
disease because they practice free |ove the way Margaret L aurence
and such writers advocate. But when they get it they don't go to

L A

Elmer Umbach
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her for help -they come to me, which 18 what they should have
done in the first place.”

This raises, albeit obliquely, ome of the thornier issues in the
controversy over book censorship: Daes the reading of books
actually influence behaviour and what are the consequences of the
possible answers? A common liberal response is some variation
on. **There is no evidence that anyone ever did anything simply
because they read about it in & book.” This (a) is untrue, since
there is some social-scientific evidence to the contrary, although it
is by no means unequivocal, and (b) tends to diminish radically the

Muck of the oppositionto The Diviners
and similar books is aroused because
studenis ape either required or encour-
aged to read them in school.

significance of reading. If books don't influence behaviour, then
there would be little point in preferting one book over another for
classroom use and school boards could save money by using a
book already in most student’s homes —and in the case of Huron
County. the Bible would certainly qualify.

The problem here is the double-edged nature of the liberal
response. By denying that books encourage certain specific activ-
ities (sexual ones, usually), it lays itself ppen to the more serious
charge that books are, at most, entertaining diversions. If the
tactical reasons for thisare understandable — no one in their right
mind would want to have to tell a group of Huron County parents
their children were reading a book containing sexual incidents,
that these were presented in & positive way, and that their children
were likely lo take them to heart —- the thorough-going spine-
lessness of the position is still unacceptable. Does anyone reading
this doubt that there are connections between reading and our
social behaviour? We may not know exaetly what the connections
are, and we certainly don’t want to say that reading about some-
thing necessarily entails doing it; but within these common-sense
limitations. | suspect that we can all bring to mind examples
ranging from direct emulation (I know that reading Norman
Mailer’s “The Time of Ha Time” led to my first important sexual
experience) to more diffuse effects (I'm sure that reading Roust as
a teenager made me into something of an aesthete. although
there's no way of proving it).-To argue the contrary is to reduce
reading tothe level of twiddling thumbs and seratching itches, and
if you've read this far | doubt that you're that sert of person.

And if it may be objected that. proponents of book censorship
don't argue at such a sophisticated intellectual [evel, let me intro-
duce you to a Huren County man who proved quite able to do 50
when | talked to him. Lloyd Barth. aretired schoolteacher. moved
six years ago into the small community of Blyth, where he doesa
bit of gentlemanly farming and keeps an eye on the parsing scene.
Barth is an intelligent and articulate spokesman for the local pm-
censorship forces and his story sheds & great deal of light on the
issues and circumstances involved.

Barth and his family, which includes two children who attend 2
local high school, maved to Blyth fer certain specific reasons:
“The people we met here impressed us as good people and good
Christians, as being industrious, friendly. and of high moral
standards.”” He experienced the kindliness and consideration of his
neighbours when his home burned tothe ground during the busy
growing season a year after hc arrived. Local farmers dropped
what they were doing to help the Barths save what they could and
begin to rebuild.

In a community imbued with saeh mutual concern and shared
values, the position of school teacher is seen rather differently than
it is in more fragmented urban secieties. As Barth puts it: “We've
always thought of teachers as dedicated, a spiritual word meaning
that they offer themselves up for the good of the children. For us.
teachers came right after God. ministers, and parents, and were
always pure in thought and action: and teaching was a prafession,
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THE MASTER MARINER,

Book 1: RUNNING PROUD
by Nicholas Monsarrat

which means to speak out the good that isin you.”

Thus Barth is perturbed by some recent developments in tbe
practice of teaching. The notion that teachers might strike, for
example. is repugnant to him; it suggests that what was oncea
poble profession now has become merely a job. He sees hi
children coming home from schaol with an apparently endless
series of fact-gathering projects and worries that they aren’t learn-
ing anything about principles and morals. Andwhen his children
were required to read books he considered tilled with blasphemy
and obscenity. this naturally quiet and contemplative man felt
compclled to become a social activist.

Two points must be emphasized here. First, much of the opposi-
tion to The Diviners and similar books is amused because stdents
are either required or encouraged to read them in school. Barth and
fellow members of a group called “ Concerned Citizens’ know
that there are many people who enjoy this kind of Hrerature and
while they are not happy about that fact. they have no plans to
muzzle Margaret Laurence, boycott MeClelland & Stewart. or
even remove the 18 copies of the book in the Huron County library
system. They just don’t want it being forcibly injected into their
homes, and that’s quite different from advecating tbe sort of prior
censorship exercised in totalitarian societies. Second, tbey are
even more outraged by blasphemy than they are by obscenity —
not leust because many of them are farmers whose awareness of
tbe sexual facts of life is rather more diit than that of most
town-dwellers. Their concern with obscenity islargely a matter of
context, and emerges only when what tbey would define as “im-
mora” sex (infidelity, progtitution, perversion) is being described.
But Barth argues that “blasphemy is never in context.” So the
group ismote concerned about God's name being taken in vainin
such books as Steinbeck’sQf Mice and Men than it iS by tbeovert
sexual content of The Diwirers. Both these points should be kept
in mind the next time you read something about the “sexually
repressed fascist” many liberals identify as ¢he typical proponent
of censorship.

The strength of groups such p Concerned Citizens is grounded
in a shared perception of a threat to the values Of their community,
and even to the sanctity of their very homes. There are no large funds,
no ontside agitators, no Cenada Council grants inflating a minority

Lioyd Barth -
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ipe into a public issue. In his canvassing of area parents, Berth
inds that he need only show them the books in question toarouse
their energetic wrath. Where outsiders have been involved, as
when the \Writer' s Union-sent a delegation to Huren County in
June to defend the books under attack, they have succeeded only io
swelling the ranks of the loeal opposition. (Concemed Citizens
was formed in July as adirect result of whet was interpreted es an
invasion by alien elements with no stake in the community and an
obvious vested interest in promoting books such as The Diviners.)
Let me repeat, if | haven't made it clear already, that people such
as Lloyd Barth are not dummies, or hicks, or pathological mental

There are far more serious threats to lib-
erty than those discerned by liberal com-
mentators looking for red-necks in the
woodpile.

cases. They believe that everything that is important to them is
under attack and are fighting beck with all the power they can
muster. And as long as their opponents continve to treat them with
condescension, their numbers and influence will continue to in-
crease and multiply.

Concerned Citizens achieved’ itsinitial success in late August
when the Huron County Beard of Education voted to remove The
Diviners fmm the list of books approved for study in its five hi
schools. (It seems that the trustees are more upset by “‘obscenity”
than blasphemy). Before this decision, LIoyd Barth had canvassed
all 16 trustees, and had again found that, in most cases, he had
only to show them certain passages from the books unger fire to
win support for his arguments. By that time Concerned Citizens
had shaken down toa hard core of active members, following what
Berth describes es**Stalin’s principle of decreasing the numbers
and increasing the power,” and was also able to bring pressure to
bear on some of the trustees. |t was a classic exercise in commun-
ity organization tactics: define the issue; recruit those willing to
commit themselves to it; and use every avenue of public and
private influence available.

The word *“*community™ keeps cropping wp because it is essen-
tial to a proper understanding of what is going on in Huron
County. There it connotes an integration of social and family life
that just doesn’t exist in big cities; urban residents accept a much
higher degree of digunction between their public and private
selves. Many Home County people have been aroused to'the point
where they intend to exercise control over whet happens in their
community in the same fashion that urban social activists proposed
in the 1960s and early 19705, and anyone planning on opposing
them will have to operate in the same context and with the same
methods es groups such es Concerned Citizens.

The moral issues involved here are not smple ones. If | ever
have children. and they attenda school where they are required to
read & book that is repugnant to my most deeply held beliefs, |
hope. that | will have the fortitude to not interfere with their
experience of a world that | know to be composed of good. evil,
and indifference. But if it were a book that glorified war, or
advocated the right of the strong to exploit the weak, | am aso sure
that | would, et the very least, be tempted to have it proscribed.
Those without convictions of any kind may cast the first stones.

But what about the sigpificance of events in Huron County for
the Canadian community as a whole? My view isthat they have
been blown out of meaningful proportion, and that thers are far
more Serious threats to liberty than those discerned by Iiberal -
commentators |ooking for red-necks in the woodpile. Viewed
objectively. the people who live in Huron County are for the most
part on the receiving end of socid forces over which they have no
effective control. If they do succeed in removing certain books
from their high schools, these books will still be avatlable com-
mercialy and in public libraries; and if they should sueceed in
removing them from the community entirely ~ a position on



which groups such as Concerned Citizens arc unlikely to reach a
consensus. from my observations — this would not affzct the
existence Of the books. and would have only the most minimal
impact upon the processes of their production and distribution. If a
large mumber of such communities acted in concert. then the alarm
might well have to be raised. But that isn’t happening and isn't
likely to happen. given the localized nature of the eonflicts in-
volved and thc absence of anything resembling a national ban-
the-books movement. No, as things stand the pm-censorship
forces in Huron County have about as much chance of affecting
Canadian literature as they do of converting the rest of us to their
particular religious beliefs.

The real threat to freedom of expression in Canada will come, as
such threats have always come, from those who wield centralized
power without fear of check or control. Thc 1970 War Measures
Act was the most effective censorship ever implemented in
Canada; periodicals were seized, the press was muzzled, and it
becume impossible to exercise what we bad come N think of as our
nateral political rights. Bii government has bii powers — and it
still has them: at the moment the editor and publisher of the
Toronto Suxr arc being prosecuted for printing secret RCMP docu-
menis: and amendments are being proposed to the Criminal Code
thut would broaden the fegal definition of obscenity to the point
where almost any serious work of literature could be judged
obsxcene. The new definition would make obscene anything of
which “the dominant characteristic of the matter or thing is the
undue exploitation of sex, violence, crime. horror, cruelty or the
undue degradation of the human persont.” If you consider the
potential vagaries of interpreting “dominant” and “undue.” not
to mention *'sex. violence. erime..." and so forth, | suspect
you'll agree that this is one bogey that does call for protest on the
widest possible scale.

Thus while the media have been diverting us with taes of
attempted censorship in the boondocks, the people and institutions
with real power have gone about their traditional tasks of making
lav-s and regulations conforming to the requirements of power,
secure in the knowledge that what little opposition there isis
Juughably ineffective. If some of our national political and cultural
leaders possessed the son of moral conviction exemplified by
Lloyd Barth and Elmer Umbach, they’ d be righteausly upset about
thet. They'd probably even by to do something about it. (I would
lilie to thank Deanna Groetzinger for bet help in the preparation of
this artiele.) O

by
Aritha van

[

Fictional characters come and go. A
few reman and- are remembered

as symbols of an era, or of a generation.
The ¥udith in this remarkable novel
will be remembered and talked about
for many years to come.

Judith — the unanimous and enthusiastic choice of
apanel of literary expertsin London, New York and
Toronto, a novel of raw power and refreshing
originality, utterly unforgettable.

MC<Clelland & Stenrir
'ﬂm@ Ca[madﬂa[m Publishers

Oclobsr. 1978, Books in Canat
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After 30 years

of exile, silence,
and coping,
Elizabeth Smart
has produced a
second novel
recording the

STATIONS
OF THE
wWOMB

by Eleanor Wachtel
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The Assumption of the Rogues and Rascals, by Eliibetb
Smart, Clarke Irwin, 128 pages, $11.235 cloth (ISBN 0 224 01566 5).

ABOUT 15 YEARS ago, one of the CBC's bright young men arranged
to meet Elizabeth Smart while he was passing through England. “I
don't know why or who you are,” he told her, “but they said |
should interview yon.** As they wereleaving the studio after a rather
perfunctory session, he comforted her with the observation: “Miss
Smut. you are not the first woman to have had four children.”

The line, but not its'context, is quoted near tbe end of The
Assumption of the Rogues and Rascals, her new novel. It follows,
ufter more than three decades of silence, tbe publication of ha
rhapsodic classic of lyric prose, By Grand Central Station | Sat
Down and Wept. Yes. other women have had numbers of children,
but few have sensed so acutely — or expressed so baldly = tbe toll
that creation can take in the creative writer's life: “Thewomb’san
unwieldy baggage. Who can stagger uphill witb such a weight?”

The images are severe. Conscripted, in bondage, cornered,
trapped. alone. Elizabeth knows the condition, that it isall an
inexorable “consequence” of her own desires. Witb a disjunction
that defies all logic, children are the result of passon. And it is
passion of the most exalted, lush. extravagant kind that informed
her first novel, By Grand Central Station, an allusive rendering of
her initial involvement with the poet George Barker, the father of
her children. She met Barker. already married, in California where
she had fled the velvet embrace of her Establishment Ottawa family.
8 Books in Canada, October. 1978

Father was a lawyer; her mother entertained. and so the house
was frequently filled with foreign diplomats and their cohorts from
External Affairs, where all tbe brilliant young men went. They
didn't see MPs because they were so dull and dentists were
altogether beneath them. Just the rising intelligentsia: Marius Bar-
beau. Prank Scott. Mike Pearson.

Elizabeth ‘*came out” at 19 with weights in ha skirs and

feathers in her hair. **You just curtsied to the Bessboroughs and
met interesting young men who knew about Proust.” After studying
music in England For her year abroad, she retumed to Ottawa and
secured a job at the Ottawa Journal writing society notes and
editorials. Piano was abandoned deliberately =1 knew you
couldn’t do pwe things. | didn’t just wanta pleasant life” -and
she'd opted For writing from the age of 10 when she began her first
diary. It war simply a question of whether she’d have toearn a
living.
Ingl938 Elizabeth planned to go to Paris, but didn"t because of the
immineénce of war, Meanwhile, she"dsent some poems toLawrence
Durrell who was editing a literary magazine at the time, and he
responded with interest. *What is Canada like? Mazo de |a Roche?
What do youread?"’ She wrote back that she thought George Barker
was the greatest writer. Durrell suggested they meet. since Barker
was selling some of his manuscripts.

By Grand Central Station alludes to their. triangle and her
movements from California through Canada, a return to Ottawa and
eventually to New York. The writing, with its echoic bibtical and
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mythological images. is suffused with emotions so intenseit
becomes a compdling chant.

It was finished during her pregnancy, in tbc village of Pender
Harbour, B.C., half a continent away from the scandalized gaze of
Ottawa. She hadpickcdtbespotby sticking a pin in a map and gone
thereto write and perhapsto die. “You always think you’ll die
when you give birth - it’s something atavistic — I wrote & will
before each labout.” She handwrote a complete copy of the novel
for Maxi (Maximiliana von Urpani Southwell) to whom it is
dedicated; it was in her house that Elizabeth finished it.

I the early years of the war, Elizabeth worked as a filing clerk in
the British Army Office in Washington, D.C., and then In the
Information Office at the British Embassy. She exhausted her
familv’s connections to obtain a transfer to the London bureau, but
was sacked with one month’s pay when it was discovered she was
pregnant again. Y et she stayed on in England, for 35 yearsa
Canadian in exile.

Twenty of those years were spent as a copy writer for ad agencies
and as a sub-editor for Queen (subfitled “ The World’'s Most
Intelligent Glossy Magazine™*), for which Elizabeth wrote unsigned
fashion blurbs. It was only a livelihood for the support of her
school-age children, but it insidiously took over: *“You can put your
all into describing a cashmere twin set.” Is it singular Irony that a
went issue of Queen used a pun en tbc title By Grand Central
Station to promote a fashion line?

During the war, Barker had taken the manuscript of By Grand
Central Station to Poetry (London), who published it in 1945. More
than two decades later. Panther Books brought out a paperback
edition in England and in 1975 Popular Library published the first
American edition. This led to a revived interest in Smart (who
previously had only a rather underground cult following), and talk
of film and theatre versions. Elizabeth meanwhile had removed
herself to a remote cottage in Suffolk where she began to work
again. garden, and entertain her grandchildren.

The Asstunption OF the Rogues and Rascals is the finit of this
30-year hiatus. Understandably, it iSan elliptical novel, a gathering
of reflections, stories, bits of memopir, journal entries, and so op that
inaway <till conforms to something of the second-book syndrome:
What happened to me since. .. Erica Jong's How To Save Your
Own Life recounts the effects of Fear of Flying, just as Kate Millett
meticulously reports in Flying on her life since Sexual Politics.
Elizabeth Smart has rather more ground to cover: ““The idea was if 1
keep my grammar and my syntax, I'll be all right. I can start at'50 or
60.” Indeed, the book opens with a short passage fram a 1946
diary.

Coping. as a style of life, permeates the work — coping not
only with having children, giving birth, and giving all, but also
with a dreary job, with boring people, and with the absence of
Tove:

After being knozked out on the batilefield (ol love? of passion — naver

mind now), 11ay for a long time like Lazarus waiting for Jesus to come

and tell me to get up. He may have come. Or he may not. Or he may
have come and I have moved to another address. Or maybe be kissed
me in a spot where too much local anaesthetic lingered. Anyway, there

has been no restrection. B

The novel showsa good ear for talk, her sense for compact
images. and the surprising juxtaposition of sacred and profane
metaphors that works so effectively in By Gmnd Central Station.
But the new book lacks the first’s drive. just es survival seems
somehow less forceful then love, though the energy it requires may
bc much greater. “| had to get through!” she writes. “| had to get
theough with my load!”

Margaret Atwood, who may hold a patent on the word
“survival," wrote in “review of Tillie Olsen’s Silences:

Women \vuriters, even mote than their male connterparts, recognize
what 2 heroic fear it is t0 have held down a job, raised four children
and Still SOMenow managed tO become and to remain a writer. The
exactions Of this multiplz identity cost Tillie Olsen 20 years of ha
writing tile. The applanse that greets her is not only for the quality of
her artistiz performance but. as ate grueling obstacle 2owrse, for the
near miracle of her sarvival.

Add another | O years and she would be describing Elizabeth
Smart. There ate many of us cheering from the sideliner. O
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The Road to 5t. Ola
and Other Storks

Cloth
$8.95

Master story-teller and Canada’'s oldest author. 110-
year-old David “Trumble, recalls tales and legends of the
backwoods in this delightful sequel to When | Was a Boy.
Includes The Road to St. Ofa, The Old Lady and the
Moo”, Uncle Dan’s Sap Bush, A Scairt-lookin’ Old
Witch, Nanny Giskin, The Mice in Dora Hopper’s Knee,
Old Cheap John, Preacher Shea’s Daughter, The Wind
That Shakes the Barley. and more. Collected and edited
by Glen Ellis.

At all good bookstores
J.M. DENT & SONS (CANADA) LTD.

100 Scarsdale Road, Do’ Mills, Ontario M3B 2R8
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A message of Canadian unity is expressed in this
beautiful, full color book with uplifting, humorous,
and interesting text from Prime Ministers to home-

makers, both past and present. $25.00 Cloth

CONSIDERING HER CONDITION
by Margaret Gibson
From the prize winning author of Butterfly Ward,
inspiration for tlie film Qutrageous, comes Ms.
Gibson's second collection of short stories. From
thiscollection C.B.C. will be producingaT.v.
play based on her lead story, “Dark Angel, Pae
Fire’. $8.95 Cloth
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ESSAY

The ploy’s the thing

Leonard Cohep's great gift is for mimicry His problem
is how to make posturing a vehicle for high things

by Sam Ajzenstat

Dezath of a L ady?? Man, by Leonn|+
Cohen, MeClelland & Stewart, 216 pages
$10 cloth (ISBN 07710 2177 1).

THOSE WHO PRETEND that Leonard Cohen’s
career in poetry. his *“life in art™ es he calls
it here. has not been a failure — as often
abject es magnificent — will be in no
position to understand what be has accom-
plished in this astonishing new book. Cohen
has come close to dignity and gravity smply
by taking his poetic failure as his theme.

By noatic failure | don’t mean the
poetry-doesn’t-change-things idea, though
that akso, as before, has its place in the book;
rather, Death of g Ledy's Man is a picture
of a poet trying to face what is cheap and
second-rate in his work. to face algo the fact
that even his hatred for those qualities is
impure because he loves them at the same
time.

Moze than that, within and between the
poems. Cohen counterpoints the failure of a
poet with the failure of a marrizge. Poetry
and marriage are enemies just because each
is its own kind of monasticism. Sex, the
enemy of both, can pretend in itsown
interests to be a friend of each by attacking
the other. Clearly thete is a |ot going on in
this boolz; one of the most impressive things
about it is Cohen's control of an immensdy
complicated texture.

It isall the more impressive for its
suddenness. A year ego Cohen withdrew a
draft of this book just before publication,
but not before galleys had been sent to the
reviewers. That set of galleys is entirely
without tbe overt meditations on failure that
so distinguish the final text. Not that tbc
poems in the earlier text do not speak of
failure. They speak of failures of devotion
and of honesty. Among the marriage
poems. for example, is“‘She Has Given Me
The Bullet™:

Just after sunset

waves creeping up to our toes

iny wife said: I have everything I wanr

I looked down at ker hair

as she snugpled against my shoulder like a
riftc-buee

Toward the horizon

mist fumed out of the water changing clearly

into the eternal shapes of comfort and
ardeal

10 Boolks in Canada, October, 1978

| will bring these down, | said to myself,
she has given me the bulle:

ABeautifil ambiguity: the power to bring
down the clouds. | S it the power to put 2
dream in place of reality. to destroy illusion
and |et us live reality or ~— more [ikely —
simnlv the knowledge that in bestowing her
love she bestows the power to destroy ha

iness?

The sense of failure is unambiguous in
two companion pieces, ‘“The Marriage'’
and **The Unclean Start.” Botb begin with
tine. theatrical quarrels. “ The Marmiage”
ends by zooming back from the fight to the
Platonic idea of the marriage that the fight is
both failing and falling to damage. It is e
nice paragraph in Cohen’s older style:

In the realms where this marriage was
se&d, where the wedding feast goes on
and on, where A&m and Eve face one
another, the foundations are fauliless and
secure, your beast's kair flares like black
fire upward and your breasts, now in
maidenhood, now N motherhood, dmw
down myface....

But in *The Unclean Start,'” a beauti-
fully self-contained short story in prose
poetry. the effect is more bitter, more true,
and is achieved without a retreat to higher
realms:

I always hide her beausty from myselfun:il it
is too late 1o praise her for if. Ropes were
Siying, uniforms flashing, everywhere haste
advised and the threat of lost time. I stared
at her as she became beautiful and ecalm, [
would not get the blessing, The journey had
an unclean start. And she mus: carry
still-born blessings up the hill.

The sense Of failure is there. Never-
theless, the text oflast year seemed deficient
lo bite and lacking in the unity it was s
clearly trying for. Between then and now,
Cohen seems to have had & brilliant inspira-
tion. In the new text almost every one of tbe
old poems has appended to it 2 passage in
poetry or prose, bearing the same fitle, in
which the old poem is discussed, set in
context, praised, savaged, explained, or
argued with. By this device the poet’s agony
is escalated. hi varied failures are fused
under the sign of poetic failure and become
almost devastating,

To understand this book we need some
idea of how Cohen has felled as a poet and
why. Like all poets, but more than is
allowable for the best. Cohen has not been
able to make his poems say what be thought
they were supposed to. A clear symptom of
this was his statement, |O years ego,
declining the Governor General’'s Award:
“Much in me gtrived for this honour but the
poems themselves forbid it."

Guite obviously the poems themselves
did net forbid it. Satie’s famous remark is
relevant: “ It is not enough to have turned
down the Legion of Honour. You should
never had deserved it.” Because the much
in Cohen thatstrives for hanour had crippled
whatever in him wanted to strive to write
poems that would by themsedlves forbid
honour, he, of all people, had to explain
whet the poems were really supposed to be
doing. Truly to write poems that forbid the
prize is to risk areputation for incom-
petence. This episode forces our attention
back on a nagging sense of dishonesty that
one has always been able to feel even in
Cohen’¢ best poetry and prose. It also
provides 2 clue to a deeper understanding of
that dishonesty and tothe special flavour of
Cohen’s work. if we remember that only a
few years before it occurred, Sartre had
declined the Nobe Prize. Cohen’s gesture,
like so much of his work, had an air of


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Leonard+Cohen

TR mm s eemay o -

mimicry about it that gave it & dishonest
fedl. His most conspicuous gifts are those of
a rhetorician. a speech-writer, a mimic. At
the same time be craves seriousness and
profundity. His problem is how to make
posturing avehicle for high things.

Overt posturing can have only one serious
purpose — t0 expose its own dishonesty.
But that purpose iStruly serious only when
the dishonesty is not merely its own but
cverything else’'s as well. The poet, his
poetry end the world areto be cut down to
size, humbled. humiliated, undercut.

Under “She Has Given Me The Bullet”:
“There is no dezth in this book and
thereforeit isa life” And elsewhere Cohen
neatly destroys the myths ke previously built
S0 mauch on, that self-inflicted pain could be
redemptive: “A man set a fishhook in bis
lip. Does this mean We can believe what be
says?* A few other miscellaneous lines will
help to indicate the prevailing tone;

Irlooks like a mind percelved by the mind, a

barren shir-box. It looks like your judgmern:

ofme

The plan 1o teach my son there is no light in

this world

Much of the effort of this ultlmate version
will be expended trying to dignify a worth-
less piece of junk

Even the under cutting. of course, must
finally itsdlf be undercut. Cohen plays
skilfully with the knowledge that the
world’s lack of Tight may itself be merely
the lie by which the poet excuses his own
cowar dice and the vanity of his own in-
ability. Strangely enough, this sensethat the
sickness may be in the poet alone, opens up
a placein the book for a few sweetly and
modestly redemptive lyrics, as pretty as any
of Cohen’s, in which the poet-lover stops
trying to heal the world end allows himself
to be healed by something beyond himself.
“Sacrificg’ is perhaps the nicest of these.
| n others such as **The Drawing" and
“Daily Commerce’ —= thelatter surely
successful only in context -thereis some
effort to submit to the discipline of the trivial
end the mundane.

Thisis not a modest book. As the good
mimic he is Cohen has needed a modd; the
model be has chosen is, appropdately
enough. Hamlet. There is, for example, an
umweeded garden:

I couldn't appreciate her work in the

parden. I had come 1o depend too much on

the weeds.

The most obvious reference to Hamletis a
long and crucial poem titled “How to Speak
Poztry™ in the new text but in last year's
draft called “Advice To Some Actors':

Do not act our words. Never act out words.
Never 1y 1o leave the floor when you talk
about flving. Never close your eyes and jerk
your head o one side wher you talk about
death

The book even has its Horatio} his name is
Roshi. Like Hamlet’s Horatlo he is admired
for not being passion’s dave, but. also like
him. tums out to be not entirely liberated.

Much mare could be said of this book. At
the very least it should bea &light for
academies. Still, after all. isn’t Cohen
right? There is no death in the book. And
what should be beautiful is only-pretty.
Only endérmous skill and mysterious
alchemy ever make poetry seem other than
the ddiculous thing it is. | f the skill and
alchemy are insufficient to the task, can one
make art out of saying s0? 0

Ex libris
Camnis lupi Tux

edited by Morris Wolfe, Doubleday.

Avrora: New Canadian Writing 1978
pages, $7.95 cloth (ISBN 0 385 13646 3).

By W.H. NEW

THIS PROMISES TO be & Canadian version of
the New American Review, an annusl
“paperback magazine’ presenting new
pieces by current writers both known and
un-. There are plenty of known writers in
this first volume: everyone from \Woodcock
and Musgrave to Purdy and Wiebe to
Weddington and Gustafson and Souster and
Ryga and Joyce Carol Gates. Bet es editor
Wolfe realizes in his introduction, it isa
sampler that, sifting through scores of
submitted manuseripts, he has assembled.
And in reply to those critics — there are
some for all anthologies = who multter,
“Whet7 No Atwood? No Laurence? No
Munro? No Hodgins? No Findley? No
Richler? No (fill in the blank)?"", no
anthologist kias mor e than answers that will
satisfy himsalf. Perhaps themissing persons
did mot submit anything, or anything of
value; per haps ther e were restrictions of
theme or orgenization, In & contemporary
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sampler ane expects to find variety and
quality. Aurora. thanks to Wolfe, has some
of each.

Without so indicating, Wolfe has opted
for a thematic organization, He has ar-
ranged poems, stories, and essays SO that,
one after the other, they connect loosely ina
single line, which makes thevolume a good
cover-fo-cover read. A section on love
modulates into a section on the Literary
scene, whichis followed in trnby sections
on the relevance of the past, the prablems of
seeking meaning in the world, the idio-
syncrasies of the family, and the impact of
Iarper issues-ideas end social problems.

But after having read these works. do we
react any further? A samoler like this can be
a few hours entertainment (it iS). a guide to
contemporary writing (which it isonly in
the most general kind of way). a sociclogi-
cal sourcebook for the future (about which
time will do the telling), or it Em be a
repular mine of literary gold (whieh it isn’t).
It is disappointing, for example. that the
pieces in the ““Love’ section, Striving so
desperately for Novelty or Significance,
seem variously so trite, SO adolescent, so
televised. so banal. It is disappointine that

‘the parodies in the book — &nd | & en
knows we stand inneed of some first-rate
parody and political satire — either fall on
easy targets or fall flat. |t isdisappointing
that the tone of the book varies <o little. |f
tie pieces are representative of us today.
then we're a preity sorry |ot: maundering
about Meaning instead of doing something
for ourselves, toneless and woeful instead of
ever happy and frivolous or even unhappy
and wretched. And we worry more about
& pressing our Private Selves than we do
about Privacy. let alone Public Policy. The
trouble with too0 many personal declarations
isthat their personality isn't very interest-
ing. They end up as evasions of the rigours
of character-creation rather than as glimpses
of ourselves. And they don’t even have the
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slick stroles of gossip about them to titillate
us into thinking otherwise.

Fortunately there are a number of admir-
able vritings in Aurora, which one savours
and rereads in the midst of therest. Don
McLulich’s poems assuredly and reflec-
tively conjure up the personalities of Col-
umbus and L ayton; John Reibetanz elo-
quently resuscitates blank verse for the
present; David Macfarlane, Tim Inkster,
Florence McNeil, Ralph Gustafson, and
Tom Marshall write fine poems, Douglas
Barbour responds in an arresting way to
Jack Chambers paintings and Stephen
Scobie to Ondaatje and Billy the Kid; John
Hirsch's memoirs of the theatre remind us

L i e ———
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how vital a form the personal essay can he.
and Francis Sparshott’s poems make
philosophical reflection a happy and grace-
ful act of the mind.

It is Gustafson’s poem “The Magi” that
stands out. Whether one sees literature as
related to society or related solely to other
literature, it succeeds. The allusions to
Yeats and Eliot are at once crafted, deliber-
ate, and rooted in Canada; the poemisabout
attitudes to separation, and it observes, with
some passion:

Culture was singular

Prophels spoke with one tongue,

Always there are a few

Who do net laugh.

‘The poet’s distaste for the rhetoric of power
pives the linestheir clipped urgency. The
poem also, by chance, ealls attention to the
eold vacancy at the heart of Aurora: the
mom reserved for laughter. which we so
desperately need filled. An anthology like
thls cannot create for the writer; it cannot
assemble what has not been written. And
the empty spacesin onr liter atur e are often
as telling a guide to our collective aspira-
tions es the declarations that we openly
make: Perhaps they'll change. \What Morris
Wolfe bas assembled here. certainly, is
enough to make me look forward to whet-
ever appears under northern lightsin the
second issue. O

Debut of D’'Boeot . . .

....200 Jestoration of a dyke: two titles from

Callaghan that test the limits of fantasy and taste

by I. M. Owen

[o L7an’s Meat and The Enchanted
Pimp, by Morley Callaghan, Macmillan,

154 pages, $9.95 cloth ISBN 0 7705
1728 G\

**HOWEVER INTERESTING his theme, how-
ever true to |ife his characters, be insists on
embroiling them in action so strange and
tangled as to produce on the reader’s mind
an impression of artificial contrivance.”

That is Joseph Warren Beach, speaking Of
Thomas Hardy. And here is a note by Hardy
defending himself on the same point: “ A
story must be exceptional enough to justify
its telling. We tale-tellers are &l Ancient
Mariners, and none of us is warranted in
stopping Wedding Guests ... unless he has
something more unusual to relate than the
ordinary experience of every average man
and woman.”

Both ngints ar e good. and both might be
made about the fictions of Morley Cal-
laghan, If Iunderstand him comrectly, he
usually sets out to portray ordinary people
and, by placing them in unusual circums-
tances, t0 show how remarkable they really

are. It's to do this-not only to justify the

telling of the story — that he sometimes
embroils them in strange and tangled action.

The question is whether, in The En-
chanted Pimp. he has gone too far, so that
his characters cease to he ordinary and
become strange half-human creatures of
fanmasy. Take Jay Dubuque (known as
D'Boot because he wears a surgical one and
uses it asa weapon). who plays the
title-role. He gets the idea for his career
when heisbill-collecting for a furrier. To
the stockbroker’s wife in a costly con-
dominium who owes $400 on her beaver
coat. he suggests: “ Why. | know a well-
12 Bogks in Canada, Qctobsr, 1878

educated, well-off man staying hen at
one of the hotels for a few days. . . — then
leaving town, mind you — Who d give
about two hundred dollars just to bein your
company.” Instead of reporting him to the
furriers (who. beside firing hi. would
probably have forgiven her the debt in their
embarrassment) she agrees to the proposi-
tion; he finds her a Detroit dentist who is
in Toronto for an orthodontists’ convention,
she tells ha friends, end soon he is in
business a8 Edmund J. Dubuque., Conven-
tion Services. Thisis a tineidea, worthy of
the early Waugh (how Margot Beste-
Chetwynde would have Iiked it) and well
suited to Waugh's style of grotesque satiri-
cal fantasy. When itis told in Callaghan's
deliberately net matter-of-fact tone the
fine-drawn cor d of ome's willing suspension
of disbelief snaps abruptly, right et the
outset of the story

And is Ieav the reader ill-prepared
© accept (NE Ot €I main character, Ilona
Tommy. a cultivated Hungarian aristocrat
wha ezrns her living as a prostitute.
frequenting one of the shady hotels on
Toronto's Jarvis Street. This establishment
and its habitués are well-presented, evi-
dently from direct observation. (**An el-
derly novelist who had once been famous sat
by himself, trying to overhear conversations
at tables nearby.“) But Ilona isan oddity
there. Clutching tightly round her shoulders
the long mink coat that will fipuse laggely in
subsequent events (has anybody written on
“The Coat in Callaghan™ yet?), rgecting
macho clients in favour of pathetic ones, she
gtrikes even D’Boot esimprobable, and thus
the pimp becomes enchanted; the story
concerns his obsessive and disastrous effort
to get her out of that setting and make her

into a legendary courtesan. In spite of his
and the author’s best efforts she remains a
creature of fantasy.

Everybody who writes about Callaghan
sooner or later quotes the sentence in That
Summer in Paris that has been called his
“manifesto of realism”: “| wanted to get it’
down sodiitly thatit wouldn't feel orlook
like literature.” When he deals with recog-
nizable reality this principle works; when he
ventures into the improbable it works in a
way he dida’t intend. Dialogue has always
been a stumbling-block for him; heis
probably aware of this, because in his best
work it is kept to a minimum. The trouble is
that all his characters talk exactly like
Morley Callaghan. Thisis a perfectly good
way of talking if you're Morley (kllaghan.
if you'r e a society matron, or an aristocratic
Hungarian progtitute. or an enchanted
pimp. it becomes ludicrous. (*‘He was
flabbergasted. ‘I'll be a monkey's uncle’
be said.” “Flabbergasted” must be the
mogt frequent adjective in the story, by the
way.)

The Enchamted Pimp is a very short
novel. To bulk out the book the publishers
precede it with a rather long short story, Ne
Man's Meat, first published in the early
1930s and long out of print. To a mildly
contented middle-aged couple et their
summer cottage on a lake somewhere in the
southern Shield (very well described) comes
a visitor. a beautiful woman whom they
haven't seen for years. who has left her
husband and travelled widely since. In the
evening the hushand and the visitor play
craps, she keeps losing, and eventually the
stake becomes his deeping with her. When
he reluctantly but with his wife's
encouragement attempts to colleet the bet,
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An exeiting new series
of international espionage

_ and
intrigue

| SPECIAL CPERATIONS EXECUTIVE '
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A seemingly inconsequential murder in Marseilles
reveals a secret arranPement reaching back to
war-ravaged Berlin and leading to only one conclu-

sion: priceless Nazi art treasures were not de-

stroyed in a desperate Allied recovery attempt, and
somewhere some organization waits with this
staggering wealth for. .

The S.O.E. (Special Operatlons Executive, an
actual British intelligence unit in operatign today)

returns to trace the Dragon Spoor through thirty
yearsofdeceit, death and revenge, from Germany,

France end Spain to a final, startling conclusion on
a mysterious Mediterranean island.

JackH. Crisp has called upon his inside knowledge
of 8:0.E. operations behind the lines in WWII to
create his new series, an immensely readable,
fictional chronicling of S.D.E, operations set
?amst a detailed panorama of today’s exciting
litestyles and halr-trigger international-political
situations.
Watch for these fitles in the S.0.E. series, coming
soon from Simon & Pierre:
CLEAR POINT, FAIR EXCHANGE and
JAMAICA BROWN,

DRAGON SPOOR 619 224pp $10.88 cloth

® Simon & Pierre

P.O.BOX 280 ADELAIDE ST. POSTAL STN., TORONTO, ONT. M5C 2J4
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she is unable to pay up. he asks his wife to
comfort her. the two women spend the rest
of the night together. sad in the morning
they elope. It's not a bad story, though it
was probably more atresting (nay. fabber-
gasting) at the time it was written, when
these things were more startling. The title,
Mo Man's Meat, was then and is now in
execrable taste. Somebody should have
persuaded him to change it. O

Second crop
nicked too soon

Considering Her Conditlon, by Mar-
garet Gibson. Gage, 108 pages, $8.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 77 15 9324 4).

By JOHN HGFSESS

MARGARET GIBSON’S first book, The Buiter-
flIv Burd, was one of the more successful
short-story collections to be published in
recent vears. The number of copies sold
(3,500) probably didn't alter tbe commonly
held view among publishers that short
stories have no market, but the spin-offs
were highly profitable: one story. “Ada,”
was adapted fore CBC-TV drama directed
by Claude Jutra; another. **Making It;’
provided . the basic plot for the runaway film
bit, Outrageons!, starring Craig Russell.

e emars Co

At least three of tbe six stories in The
Butterfly Ward were emotionally powerful,
a cry from the underground — the kind of
human testimony found in David Freeman’s
Creeps or John Herbert's Fortune and
Men’s Eyes, so searingly honest in their
depiction of social problems that Kterary
values become a secondary consideration.
Where Freeman made people pay attention
to the everyday life of paraplegics, quadra-
plegics, and other ‘‘spazzes,’’ and Herbert
exposed the violent sexuality of men in
prison, Gibson depicted the geim realilies of
mental hospitals based on what she had
personally experienced through repeated
periods of incarcerationand treatment.

It frequently happens that such writers,
once they are delivered of their rage and
their blackest memories, have little more to
say. Their strength is documentation and at
their best they are vitally important writers,
but when they try to go beyond the crucible
of pain that motivated their early work,
relying more on imagination sad literary
artifice, their work becomes progressively
weaker. Gifted as they are, primarily with
courage sad a will-to-survive, they are nat
brilliant titers; invention Is not their forte.

Gibson’s new collection of seven stories
is more uneven than the first. It contains the
best story, “Still Life,” that she has
published so far and one good commercial
property, ‘‘Dark Angel Pale Fire,"” already
sold to CBGTV for adaptation. Thereisa
passable thii, “Brian Tatoo: Hi Life and
Times,” with some fine moments although

pe
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THE EXERCISE

VOICE BOOK
Canadian English and How A Head to Toz Fitness
It Cameto Be Program

"l Dur "Self-adhesive Specialitiesfor protecting and repairing books ara
. approved by fibrarians all aver the world, and enjoya high reputation
: in tha bookhinding field. eg. filmoplast F, our mending tape for book
pages. Paper, which is a natural material, has bean used asa carrier
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it’s ultimately too melpdramatic. The rest
are rather trivial, and on balance, it would
appear that she has not extended her range.

From the first line of “ Still Life” (**Jane
sat in the study of her paréat’s house. &
house thatsomehow must be hers tooforshe
bed never left it in her forty-two years of
living,*"), Gibson is in tight eontral of the
material. The theme is one of her basie ones
-the life-against-death struggle of some-
one who is nearly mad. Jane is zonked with
scotch all day long, seething with rebellious
thoughts about her well-to-do, respectable,
and “lifeless’ parents. Once a week she
goes out shopping for groceries for them,
travelling by taxi— that's all she has seen of
tbc world. As in most of Gibson’s fiction,
the situation is extreme, tbe characters are
desperate, but “ Still Life™ istold so calmly
and exactingly that it commands belief. (A
number of other staries in the collection
seem to spin out of control, into histrionic
events such as rape or suicide that are quite
unmoving compared to this quietly chilling
tale.) All that happens. in terms of plot, is
that Jane dsida to pack and leave, to
“oross over” as she putsit, and enters life
that may well be perilous, and eves make
her more unhappy (compared to the
comatose comforts of home) but at least the
pains will be those of reel life. When we last
see her sheissitting is a bar, with her
suitcases and ha vague plans, setting out at
42tofind if her lifehas any meaning.

In “Park Angel Pale Fire,” Gibson
describes a love affair that she had several

by RX. McConnell
A vivid survey of the
English used in different
regions of Canada.
A must for Canadiana
buffs, Canlit freaks,
and language aficion-
ados.
Enlivened by numerous
guotations from
Canadian writers past
and present.

$14.95 Cloth

gagg PLBUSHING
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by Leslie Michener and
Gerald Donaldson

Leslie Michener's
superb physique. in
glorious color 0” every
page, will be an inspir-
aton to anyone who
aspires to fitness. Her
exercises are a joy to
behold, and to perform,
as she guides the reader
through a series Of 48
movement patterns that
involve every muscle in
the body. $8.95 Cloth
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years ago witha black “a@” and why,
inevitably. as creatures of adversty, they
had to part. Its best moments consist in
recreating the surprises of reality, for Gib-
sons a sharp observer of human behaviour;
its worst (and they are ‘few) consist in
striving for poetic effects (*‘Levi’s, bare
chest darldy gleaming, levi's, bare pale
breasts, palely, palely under the moon's cold
light™*}. This story is similar to **Making
It,”* Gibson's commemoration Of her
friendship with female-impersonator Craig
Russall: two outcagts in a hogtile world who
share some beautiful times together.

In “Brian Tateo: His Lifeand Times,”
an interesting idea is spoiled by the lack of
subtlety with which it is presented. The
story describes a series of encounters be-
tween a 28-year-old female journalist, Meg
Glenn. and a young man (“Alcoholic.
Sometime drug addict. Low 1.Q. Member

of tie Paradise Riders Motorcyele Club”)
that she iswriting about. She knows her
subject is “ good copy” but she feels an
increasing revulsion at having to care about
the depressing facts of his life. He ends up
putting the barrel of a shotgun in his mouth
(and presumably kills himself), tortured by
the excess of passion he has developed for
the unfeeling Miss Glenn. The problem
with this story iS that, apart from reminding
readers Of her view that “‘nice” respectable
peopleare killers in disguise, Gibson  settles
for what is becoming a philosophical cliché
in her work, rather than explaring the full
potential of the theme.

Gibson wanted to call her first collection
of short steries Srill Life, but ha editors said
titat wouldn't sell. The new collection was
originally announced as Kaleidoscope (a
story called **The water Fairy” makes
frequent mention of kaleidoscopes). But

L A Blera ke T M mmar mim - - ow o

incomprehensibly, for there is no story by
the name. and no discernible theme
throughout, it iscalled Considering Her
Condition, a frail title, and one that given
Gibson’s medical history allows for some
awful jokes. Gibson's visien isg unique
one in Canadian literature but sheisin a
period of floundering, which may lead to
new growth. The success she has found in
the last two years seems to have taken the
creative tension out of her work, and she has
not yet found the subject or circumstances
that will onge again give her fiction its
compelling necessity.

The first volume of stories took years to
germinate; tbis one seems to have been
written under pressure. to meet a deadline.
to fulfil acontract. And although Gibson has
done her best, ber methods of writing do not
allow for assembly-line efficiency. Most of
what is here Smply isn’t ripe. O

Alice through a giass darkly

With Munro, the cheat is in discovering
that people are exactly what they. seem

by Wayne Grady

WhoDo You Think You Are?, by Alic
Tunro, Macmillan, 240 pages, $9.95 eloth
ISBNOT770517129).

By WAYNE GRADY

THERE 15 A tendency to describe Alice
Munro’s talent as an ability to take the
ordinary and make it new. to teach the
reader to see. “You'll find at least one
member of your family in these stories,”
wrote Hugh Gamer in his preface to Dance
of the Happy Shades (1968), “probably the
one you have most despised all along.”
You'll read one of Munro's stain and
suddenly see your old Aunt Phoebe as a
frustrated concert pianist. and that will
somehow make your life richer,

Thereisthat level to her work, of course,
but it is no longer the level en which she
spends-or requires — the most energy.
Munro’s vision of the world has darkened in
the | O years since her first hook, and her
prase has accor dingly become less inno-
cently evocative of rank kitchen smells and
adolescent love. She dill works the same
raw material. but she writes now ina minor,
sadder Ley,and the result isa novel of
literary as well as nostalgic value,

Lives of Girls and Women (1971), as a
study of growing up sane in small-town
Ontario, was essentially a humorous book
with serious. thoagh net tragic. undertones;
a celebration of sexwal and intellectual
matusity with a tinge of lament for lost

innocence. Very feminine. said some
critics; very Canadian, said others. The
transitions to the minor key we’ &lively
few, but contained the seeds of ha future
work. When Del Jordan asks her mother
why she loved Del’s father. forexample. the
answer is, “Because he was always a
geatleman™;
| Sthat all? , . In the beginning of her story
was dark capfivity, suffering, then daring
and defiance and escape. . Now | ex-
pected asinall momentous satisfying
stories—lhebnn_tofslmy...lhnpedtb!s

was ft.

But in Del’s mother's stories, as in-
creasinglv in Munro's, there are no bursts of
Glory. “Stories of the past go like this,”
she now writes, “‘round and round and
down to death.”

Who Do ¥ou Think ¥You Are? begins with
the death of one father and ends-with the
imminent death of another father. In be-
t- are the twin stodes of the two
daughters: Rose, who grows up in West
Hanratty, Ont., the child of a defeated
father and a powerless but compassionate
stepmother named Flo; and Janet, who is
from Dagleish, Om.. the child of an
equally ineffectnal father and a somewhat
non-existent mother. Both girlsthink
they've escaped from the cloistered virtue of
their youth, both marmry wealthy, weak “en
and move to Vancouver. have affairs (or
rather non-affairs), leave their husbands.

move to Toronto, and became writers.
There is a peculiar two-way mirror effect at
the end of the book, a faint Nabokoviaa
twist, when a Dalgleish woman asks Janet:
“That. Rose you write about. |s she sup-
posed to be you?"’

With some writers the great disappoint-
ment in life js discavering that nothing is as
it seems, that all is illuson. With Mungo the
cheat isin the discovery that people are
exactly what they seem to be: petty, vindic-
tive, without secret yearnings. hidden lugts.
What 1s hidden istheir pettiness. Is Some-
thing I’ve Been Meaning e Tell You
(19743, one of the stories is about a woman
married to & miter. Long after the marriage
has ended the woman discovers that he
wasn’t such a bad writer, that all the time
she thought be was an insensitive, oafish
verse dramatist he was “ally soaking up
impressions and forging them into truths.
This eould not happen in Who Da You
Think Yare Are?. in which the husbands are
a merchant and a lawyer, the women wasted
flower s of ald-fashioned virtue, carrying
the limitations of their backgrounds around
with the” like & suppressed accent. What
Japet learns isthat Rose’s life, though she
has escaped WestHanratty, is not that much
more interesting than Flo's, and that even
Janet’s writing about Rose’s life can't
redeem it. In Something the act of writing
eoulg?till be called “‘an act of magic . .. an
act ot -aspecial, unsparing, unsentirnental
love.” Im Who the act has become a
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conjuror’s trick, a cheat. “pulling fictions
up like rabbits out of hats, skinned rabhbits,
taw and startling, out of such familiar old
hats”

In the end therelsneither hope nor
despair, but there isa triumph of acceptance
that is not Smply resignation, If life Indsts
on *‘making & gigantic fuss, as usual, for a
small effect.” Munrocm at least find
fascination in the gigantic fuss, and seein
that at leasta small busst of Glory. O

We dipped
And we flipped

Private Parts. by John Robert Colombo,
Hounslow Press, 75 pages. paper. unpriced
| (ISBN 0 088882 026 7)

The Works: Collected Poems, by Phyl-

IlsGotlleb aI Ilope Pre&a 254 pages,

Mlsler Ner by Mlna.m degl:on
Turnstone Press, 35 pages, paper, unpriced
(ISBN 0 88801.001 7).

NOW AVAILABLE!

The eleventh annual edition of Pro
Hoclzey NHL, written and compiled
by Jim Proudfoot,
sports editor and sports columnist of
The Toronto Star

$3.256
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By BRIAN BARTLETT

THE FINEST PART in the prolific Colombo’s
newest bock of original poetry tells of
reading & novel and forgetting the title. the
author, the place and time of reading.
everything except an image “Of opening
the refrigerator door/And finding in there/
Bright Arctic light and air.” Not only does
that fridge light stand out in Colombo’s
memory; it stands cut brightly in this
collection. Private Pairs is a book starved
for images.

Despite the title and an epieram from
Updike (“°Our inner spa& warrant
palaces’). Cclembo gives us few private or
inner moments. He would do well to read
Updike on M ax Beerbohm and rhyme in
ligbt verse, since his own Incessantly
rhymed stanzas ar e often too cute, dully
rather than charmingly silly. A coast-to-
coast celebration of Canadian girls Il this,
“They like it upside-down/ In
Charlottetown./They do more than neck/In
Quebec.” might be amusing as a late-night

Improvisation ata party, but on the page the

humour runs thin.

Much of the bock is dark, though too
surface-scratching tc be called brooding.
Repeatedly Colombo speaks of wearisome,
worrisome sadness without dramatizing any
feeling; “The world is such amess./Saciety
is under too much stress.” Coming upon the
lamenting lines. “An Indian arrowhead/
(They bled/And are dead),” | wondered if
Colombo was playing some skittish game,
deliberately adopting kindergartenish
rhymes. Dogger el defeats this book, Of the
26 volumes of Cclombo's poetry (some of
them inventive and graceful) thisisnot one
of the winners.

For those of us who value Miriam
Waddington’s earlier Driving Home, Mis-

ter Never isthin gruel. She seldom delves
deeply into what she calls “the book’s
theme of absénce, of unreturned love, or to
put if differently, of a one-sided projection
of the sdlf.” This chapbook is excessively
dreamy, dreamy not with passon but with
misty yearning. The sturdiest poems are
among the shortest, “Mister Never in
Winnipeg” and “Mister Never in the Che-
khov M useum in Moscow."” Softness in-
fects many of the other poems, such as the
first one. which arrestingly describes a
Prairie house drifting in light across the
country. The magnificence of that image
crumbles, for the house is*‘smiling."’
Houses smile in the most cloying sorts of
verse, which should never come fmm a poet
of Waddington’s strength.

Sometimes Phyllis Gnlicb wields lan-
geage and rhythm with a dash and 2 daring
neither Colombo nor Waddington muster.
yet few pieces in her Collected Poems are
roundly, inevitably satisfying. She has been
self-indulgent in reprinting uninspired
haiku (hasn't everyone writter uninspired
haiku?) and four poems for voices commis-
soncd by the CBC. One of the poems for
voices, a recreation of early English actors
performing a miracle play, does include
jazzy high spirits and passages of irresistible
anachronistic wackiness.

**Was/Man,™ an account of a wereman
rather than wer ewolf, rises to a forceful
finish: **He/dashed water in his thickening
fur to douse the rank/civil insidious urge of
the secret man.” Therest of the poemis
baggier. lacking the swiftness and sharp-
ness an Ondaatje would have given it. More
sharpness in the overall gathering of
Gotlieb's work, a selection rather than a
collection, would have bctta served her
poetic gifts. O
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Where uncool
aﬁpﬂm loved
SUNG

Mermaids and Tkoms: A Greek
Summer, by Gwendolyn MacEwen, House
of Anansi, 110 pages. 55.95 paper (ISBN
0 88784 062 0).

By SEAN VIRGO .

WRITING wiTH love about a foreign land-
scape and its inhabitants is akin to describ-
ing an overwhelming film or novel: the
writer is grappling with ha own perceptions
and responses as well as with the realities

" of thc world she has visited. The Baedeker

approach-documentary and mildly anec-
dotal — confines itsdlf to the actual world.
but the great and abiding wavel books are
always subjective. The Arabia of Lawrence
T.E., the Sardinia and Mexico of Lawrence
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NEV in ENTHE CANADA SERIES
by Anthony Hocking

FRINCE EDVJARD ISLAND

In 1873 Prince Edwand Istand, Canada’s
emalf=2t prorince, joined Confederation.
Althoush it Is only one tenth of one
pareont of Canzda's land aren, and helds
barely onz hall of ane per cent of ia popu:
hition, tha Iland=rs wiue their separale
histony and homizge, amd provdly retaln
equal kogal statas with the much brgar
pravinges. 48 colour and 66 bfw pholes,
4 maps. §395

WEWFOUNDLAND

in 1849 Britain’s odest colony, New-
found'and, bacama Conada’s youngest
pravinee. The principal assel remolns
lizhing for Newfoundland and Labrador
bl th2y have athers — pulpwood and
lumb:r (orests, iron ore, hydrodgechic
poxar, and now, efishare deposits of
naturel ga5, and probably ofl too. But the
mos! important resource s its .
Nowfoundbmders are probably the
happizst Canzdians, and their mood is
wfcctious. 47 colour end 67 bw pholos,
dmaps. £395 .

NOVA SCOTIA
Nova Scotia i3 Canada’s ocean play-
araurd, no part ¢f [t morethan 55kmfrom
tha £2a, The days of prosperity when ships
built, on2d ond sailed by Nova Scolians
w2re to b2 found in all parts of the world
have pacead, but mining, 2ariculture,
forcst industrizs, manufzcturing, and
chova ull fishing, help to fill the gap. So
much vorizly gives this province a
remolahiz hagtage, maiched only by the
o'ory of its surroundings. 44 colour and
59 b/ photos, 12 maps. $8.95

NEVY BRUNSWICK

Nxw Brunswick became a separate
province in 1784 and due 1o its cultural
hentzazitis the only one in Canada that[s
afficially Bilingual. Although it has relied
hoavily ot fovest indushries, particularly
pulpand papzr production, its agriculiure,
fizhin3, mming and tourism — a delightful
unspo:'=d countryside makes it the picture
province — now help to broaden New
Brunswick’s econgmicbase, 47 colovrand
56 b/w photos, 8 maps £8.95

Alrecdy Avallablz
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC
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THE NEW AND COMPLETE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COOKING
by Jehanz Benoit

Madame Benolt draws on her years of
studyinfood chemistry, and gives valuabla
nutritional information and all kinds of
basic cooking lechniques In this ideal
reference book for both the noviceand the
cook with pears of expetience. Therelsa
ull range of recipes Incleding some
fascipaling Canadian ones_ Black-and-
white photographs throughout. $21.95

*MADAME BENOIT COOKS
AT HOME
by Jehane Benoit

Widely knoum as Canada’s lop cook and
food writer, Modame Benait, in this very
special coohbook, shares the joys of
cooking in her own home. [n addition to
the delightfu? personal glimpses into her
fife, these are praciical and valuabla
recipes. Colour and b/w photos.  $14.95

*EVERY DAY A FEAST .
by Muriel Breckenridge

Qur rural ancestors chose every possthla
occasion for a feast or celebration and
Murial Breckentidae has colacted over
360 of these traditlonal special-occasion
reclpes from all paris of Conada. She has
adapted, modernized and tested all of
them for everyday family ealing that is
goumid ing, economical and enjoyable.

NOVA S8COTIA DOWN-HOME
COOKING

by Janice Murray Gill

Along with the collection of recipes from
Scottish-Canadian kitchens of Pictou
County, Nova Scotia, there is & warm,
lively narrative as the author recalls the
conking and ealing hahits ol her youth, Fke
homemade root beer on summer
verandahs and oysiers, clams and com

boils an the beach. $1485

ABRA
by Joan Barloot

A first novel, this is the story of one
woman's complete rejection of everyday
life a3 a wife and mother and her newife in
an Isolated country cabin, with no
demands from, or responsibilities for, any
other human being. Al limes you will
admire Abra; at others, dislike her, but
either way, she is a character who wil
rematn In your mind long alter you finish
the book. $9.95

*A HUGH GARNER OMNIBUS
by Hugh Gamer

Offers the general reader a choice
selection al the best of Gamer's short
stories, and excerpls from sevaral of his
best navela, inchuding the Canadian
chssic, Cabbagetown. Will be a treal for
Gamer fans, anid a natural startar voluma
lor the yel-lobe-converted. §14.95

THE SONG OF THE CAMPFIRE

by Robert Service

illustrated by Richard Galaburr

This gt edition of an old Bavourite Service
poem is handeomely Slustrated with
evocalive woodcuts. $8.95

*CANADA'S AVIATION PIONEERS:
50 Years of McKee Trophy Winners
by Allce Gibson Sutherland

Tells in words and photagraphs the story
of every brophy winner from 1927 to 1977,
Avnrded anmnlly for oulstanding contri-
butions to the development of aviatlon in
Canada, its reciplents include all the big
names in Canadian gviation. Willappeal to
the general reader as well as the growing
number of keen eviation history
enthusiasts. 200 bjw photos.  $24.95

*THE LUMBERJACKS

by Donald MacKay

Hare are 1he “glory dags” ol logging,
rooled In the siories of the lumbering
veterans who tell how it used to be before
modemization changed the indusiry,
They were the ploneer bush rangers, the
axeman and sawyers, the teamsters, the
“river hogs™, the brawling rafismen, the
“wrlking bosses,” and the cooks who fed
them. Over 150 b/w pholos. $19.95

*THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION:
December 6, 1917

by Graham Metson and
Aschibald MacMechan

At 9:06 am on December 6, 1917, iwo
ships, one with munitions, colided
in Halifax Harbour. Here is the detailed
and gripping account of the explosion and
its aftermath with blsckand-while
phatographs and documents, 1 map, and
somg incredible"eyewilness accounts.
$19.95 hardcover.  $8.95 paperback

SKAREN KAIN: Lady of Dance
photographs by David Street
blographical text by David Mason,
with captions by Karen Hain

Captured in 22 colour and 100 black-and.
white stunning photographs is this inside
Toak at Karen Kaln's world — the grueling
exercises, rehearsals with Nureyev and
Augustyn, the Joy and paln as dancers
prapare for a parformance, the backstage
camaraderle, and the very essence of her
dancing. A [ascinating insight info Karen
Kain's life and perconafity. A Book-of-the-
Month-Club Alternate. $14.95

“THE YOUNG BALLET DANCER
by Lillana Cosl
foreword by Lols Smith, Canada's flzst
prima ballerina

An excellent inireduction to classical
dance for children ages 9 and vp that
captures the magic on stage as well as
conveys the dedication with which young
darncers must pursue thelr iraming. 34
colour and 95 b/w Tustrations. $8.95

N

*THE GENERAL STORE
by Carol Priamo

Leongwooden counters, cauniless shelves,
glass cases and candy jars — this was and
is the general store. This book explores
the history, appearance, goods and
mysiique of the general storein Ontario as
well as ghing a glimpse nto the general
merchani’s ife. § pages colour and 75b/fur
photos.  §15.95

*THE STAMP BUG: An Hlustrated
Introduction to Stamp Collecting

by Dowglas and Mary Panick

Ong of North Amerlca’s leading philatefic
writers iniroduces this educational and
entertalning pastime 1o beginning
collectors of all ages. Amona the topies
dealt with are: how to get stamps, how lo
sorl and mounl, identifying pestmarksand
perforations, and organlzing a stamp club.
58.95

NOW AVAILABLE IN
PAPERBACK

RAILWAYS OF CANADA: A Pictorial
History
by Nick and Helna Mika

Now in paperback for the first ime efter
three successful printings in hardeover,
this handsame volume is an intriguing and
Informative account of the growth of
railways fn Canada, beginning with the
earfiest pioneering Enes, many of which
were evenlually amatgamated into the two
graat rallway systems of todoy, CN and
CP. Mustrated with b/w photos,
engravings, line drawings, and maps.
$6.95 paperback

BLUENOSE MAGIC

by Dr. Helen Crelghton

This fascinating book is the (nét of many
years’ research and a companlon voluma
lo the avthor's bestseller, Bluenose
Ghosts. Chapters include visions, fore-
runners, witchcralt, enchantment,
dreams, buried treasure, guardian ghosts
along with a complete roster of mystical
occurrences. Many experiences are
recorded in the informant’s oun words,
and the scurce of each beliefl or supers-
tilion is given along with the ethnic
background, $5.95 paperbach

*THE ART OF ALEX COLVILLE
by Helen Janet Dow

‘This richly itustrated baok represents
the [ull scape of Colville's works from his
early camases; the war art; the highly
praised designs of Cenada’s Centennial
coms, and his later masterpeces. 48 major
works In full colour and 56 black-andwhite
Hustrations of skelches, drawings, coin
designs, paintings, and serigraphs.
$14.95 paperback

*A Books for Everybody Selection
All prices and dales are subject fo change
without notice.

1 McGraw-Hill
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lease cut this ad
cut and keep it in &
gafe place. Then,
wihen you wamnt
some good reading
for Fall you can
use it for ideas.
QFiction

. Day of Judgement —

N Jack Higgins

Hungry as the Sea —
Witbur Smith

Means of Escape —
Spencer Dunmore

The Quekec Plot —

Leo Heaps
Silver Linings —

Greg Clark and Jimmie Frise
Flyaway —

Desmond Bagley

Blacl: Camelot —
Duncan Kyle

Shadovwy of the Wolf —
D. James and T. Barwlck

The Private Life of Florence
Nightingale —
Richard Gordon

The Zinkiang Executive =
Adam Hall

My Enemy the Queen —
yVictoriayHoIt Q

Non-Fiction

The Royal Family Aloum —
(Photographs) .

Garden of the Qods —
Gerald Durrell

Things Past —
Malcolm Muggerldge

An Open Book —

Monica Dickens
The Last Yoyage: Captain
| Caol’s Lost Diary —
Hammond Innes

Farali: Shahbanou of Iran —
Lesley Blanch

Greenpeace Ill —
David McTaggart

Russia in Revolution —
Harrison Salisbury

I

|

|

I

I

I Eienvenue Chez Nous —
{ Guy Bailey

[ The Searching Spirit — \
] Joy Adamson

I
|
|
]
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Collins Publishers
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D.H., the Greece of Henry Miller. are
countries of the mind and the heart =
contradictory, intense and wildly mislead-
ing; peopled with pygmies, ogres, and an-
thropophagi; seductively insistent.

This vulnerable book is neither one nor
the other. Gwendolyn MacEwen alternates
between carrying a camera and painting
expressionist pictures. She watches herself,
self-consciously ==g tourist learning her
husband’s homeland; but she also wants to
touch, breathe, and explain the country.

The result is schizoid: the book oscillates
between a rather embarrassing cuteness; a
heightened, metaphorical series of visions;
am passages Lthat try to analyse and interpret
the history and culture of the Greeks, the
last enthusiasts of Europe. It's as though she
is writing for three different audiences,

I think the book is undigested, hastily
written. and unfair to MacEwen's marvell-
ous talents a3 poet and novelist. It's a
constant reminder that the most powerful
artefacts of literature are often refinements
of banal perceptions, because the passages
here that are relined show up the others so
cruelly. It’s hard torelate the chatty descrip
tions of the knitting parties that bracket the
book (*I knat and knat'") with the writer
brooding in the underworld of Mycenze
“‘over the evils of Time” or encountering
the revenant Phidias in the flesh. The one
stance diminishes the other.

But this is where thevulnerability | spoke
off comes in. MacEwen insists that the
Greeks have no use for *'cool;’ the protec-
tive Western armour, and she has learnt to
shed it herself. | think-she would feel that
the kind of distillation I'm talking about
would be an armour, a falsification of ha
real, many-levelled experience of Greece
and herself. Andatleast in theory she would
be right. She lacks the alchemical ego of a
Lawrence, but sheoffers us her Greece with
adisarming, butterfly uncool —and for that
alone the book is worth reading. All the
same, it's the poems seeded by her Greek
summer that I'm waiting for. O

IN BRIEF

Ghost Towns of Ontario. Volume | ==
Southern Ontarlo, by Ron Brown, Stage-
coach Press, illusteated, 200 pages, $11.95
cloth (ISBN 0 88983 018 5) and S5.95
paper (ISBN 0 88983 020 7). Ghost towns?
In Ontario? You may be incredulous-as
Brown was when he first heard of Depot
Harbour, near Parry Sound. It was once
Ontario’'s most promising natural deep
water harbour; little now remains except
buckling sidewalks and crumbling founda-
tions. Incredulity was transformed mto
enthusiasm. and-this interesting book about
a little-known facet of Ontario history was
the result.
Brown seems to have been quite thorough
in his research. which invelved rummaging
Dthrough tbe Ontario Archives, poring over
old maps and business directories, interpret-
ing aerial phetographs, driving to sites
throughout Southern Ontario, and talking

with oldtimers. He discovered a surpris-
ingly large number of ghost townss-victims
of the unpredictable shifts and changes in
tbe progress of Ontario’'s development. lie
faithfully catatogues them all, giving for
each a brief account of its history, its
character, and the reasons behind its dse
and decline. These descriptions are en-
hanced by a copious assortment of photos
(old and new), illustrations, and maps.
— ANDREW MACRAE
e ———]

Horse
under snow

The Heroin Triangle: The Confessions
of Michel Mastartuone as Told to Michel
Auger, transtated from the French by
Gayner Fitzpatrick, Methuen, 242 pages.
$14.95 cloth (ISBN 0 458 92520 9).

Again, by Alfred Silver. Avon Books; 189
pages, $1.75 paper (ISBN 0 380 39065 J).

By ANDREW ALLENTUCR

THE DRUG TRADE fascinates writers and
readers tile. Drug smuggling is thestuff of
legend: hi risk and hi living; heroism
and betrayal; greatwealth and desolate
poverty. Two new books are based on thc
myth of the international smuggler and the
reality of the life of small-time street
pushers. The contrasts arevivid.

The Heroin Triangle is the true story of
Michel Mastantaono, & petty criminal fmm
Manrseilles who immigrated to Quebec in
1969 snd insinuated himself into the
Montreal heroin trade. Along the way he
met and bedded the beautiful Quebec ag-
tress Danielle Ouimet and, as her |lover,
moved in the lofty circles of the Quebec
cultural scene.

Mastantuono quickly squired a spe-
cialty: fitting kilo bags of 96 per cent pure
heroin into the crevices of expensive sports
cars. The cars would be shipped from
Evrope to Canada using Quimet's glamor-
ous lifestyle asabelievable pretext, it being
accepted that stars pack their carsas others
pack their luggage. According to Mastan-
tuono, they brought perhaps a few hundred
kilos worth tens of millions of dollars into
Canada.

Mastantuono was able to afford 2 superb
life for himself snd his mistress. He kept 2
plush apartment at Habitat 67. dressed
Danielle in elegant clothes, maintained
several expensive ears. and made frequent
trips to Paris — once just to buy himself &
pair of paats.

What is perhaps mostextraordinary about
Mastantuono's brief career is the careless-
ness of his methods and the slowness of
police to catch an. His cars would be passed
by Canadian and American customs even
when they were so stuffed that there was
barely room inside for passengers. Heroin



http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Gaynor+Fitzpatrick
http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Alfred+Silver

m tfmunome e om A T el

powder littered several ears. But it was
informers, not border checks, that eventu-
ally caused his downfall.

Once arrested. Mastantuono professed
complete innocence. **Hegom,™ he asked.
“What is that?” He confessed his guilt
only. he says. to save Danielle from along
jail sentence. He was eventually extradited
to the United States, found guilty of drug
violations, and jailed in the august company
of several Watergate figures. Not bad for a
party hood from Marseilles.

Goead Time Charlie’s Back in Town
Aeain isa nove about small-time drug
pushing in Winnipeg. While the plot is
contrived. the setting of morning houses,
crush pads. and devastated lives is utterly
real.

Jigs. the protagonist of Silver's story.
drifts inm Winnipeg on the invitation of old
friends now joined i business as the Great
Morthern Cocaine Company. He is to be-
came the firm's Western salesman. pushing
their mew pmduct. synthetic cocaine that
works as vell as the red thing.

The Mounties have infiltrated the cum-
pany and have held off a raid, but. predded
by the need to save awonld-he suicide
victim. they storm the house, arrest every-
one but the luckily absent Jiggs, and put an
end to the enterprise. Jiggs and his girifriend
escape only to begin another, even more
precarions career us cop killers, The story is
well told and profoundly sad: whimsy
turned to tragedy.

- Sl s, i T Ne et e

of the drug trade is brief, the risks immense
and perhaps nut worthwhile. In both books
the dealers are poor men with little educa-
tion for whom drugs represent a way out of
poverty and into wealth and stature. Yet

‘those who flout the drug laws court the

malice of the authorities. Too often the sole
legacy of drugsis squandered life. On that
Mestantuono and Silver seem to agree. 0

Alimentary, my
dear Watsomn

Figures ih a2 Ground: Canadian Essays
on Modern Literature Collected in
Honour of Sheila \Watson, edited by Diane
Bessai and David Jackel, Western Producer
Prairie Books. 365 pages, 514.50 cloth
(ISBN 0 919306 89 6) and 57.50 paper
(ISBN 0 919306 90 x}.

By SAM SOLECKI

WHERE IBM OR EXxxon give their retiring
executives a watch. & book, er au extrava-
gant retirement dinner, the academy occa-
sionallv rouses itself to produce a volume of
essay’s (a festsehrift) in honour of one of its
departing members. This has been a good
year fur such collections: first there was A

R e e ' i B2
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cock; now we have the volume for Sheila
Watson; and later in the fall Oberon Press
will bring out a collection fur Arthur E.
Barker.

The reviews of this kind of book
usually open with a requisite and deserved
praise of the person being honoured, fol-
lowed by & general comment that the essays
are *‘uneven’ or a “mixed bag.” It's a
standard format and, in some respects, a
necessary one because it manages to sepa-
rate the person being honoured from the
essays themsdlves. for which heorsheis nut
really responsible. Figures in @ Ground.
however, often evades or overwhelms this
separation because Sheila Watson's pres-
ence isfelt, in various ways, in se many of
the pieces. Some reflect her wide-ranging
interests (Lewis, Eliot, Lowry), while
others (F.T. Flahiff’s €legant essay on The
Great Gatsby, and Michael Ondaatje’s
lyrical one on Mearquez) areso permeated by
the sense of occasion thut they become
almost homages to her.

Overall, the quality of the essaysis
uneven. The least interesting and the must
pretentious are Robin Matthews' ‘The
YWacousta Factor” (“*Wacousta iS one of the
great characters in fiction”) and E.D.
Blodgett's structuralist “Prisms and Arcs.
Structures in Hébert and Munre.” At the
other end of the critical spectrum are
informative and pravocative essays by Eli
Mandel {‘“The Ethnic Voice in Canadian
Writing”). Douglas Barbour (“The

Auger and Silver show that the glamour Political An. in honour of George Wood- Phenomenological |: Daphne Marlatt’s
) I S A up i aidips, o= s e ol gl - £ it 1ot e W - . ——
| Bestselless from Lester and Orpen fior Fall 1978
i The Trial of Adol Hitler Alter Ego J———
! by Philippe van Rjndt by Patrick Watson mq\
1 What if Hitler did not dia in 1945, but One Mind—Two Bodles—An extraordin- WATSCN
| was brought before an international ary psychological thriller by one ol
‘ tribunal In the trial of the century? Canada’s best-known TV commentators.
A novel of gripping suspense by the author A Book-of-the-Month Club
of THE TETRAMACHUS COLLECTION Alternate Selection.
‘ ‘ and BLUEPRINT. 1LS. Rights sold to September $10.95
‘ Summit Books/Simon & Schuster. ’i
‘ A Book-of-the-Month Club -
: Alternate Selection. November $9.95 . L=
The Boubie-Cross Circuit IDon’t Yant to be Brave Anymore l T
| by Michael Dorland by Ruth Turkow-Kaminska DON
a One man against the vast power of global As provocative as Solzhenilsyn’s The Wm To
; corporations. *“Dorland deftly blends his Gulag Archipelago, an inspiring true BE BRAVE
I exclting spy-suspense story with am story of exile qnd survival in Sibaria by
; exposé of . . . the ingenious dicty.tri CkS the daughter of the world-renowned THT
; used by acommunications It:ctupllll’s. ittjcgess;':ia I{%mnsléa Renublic Books L i
Publishers Weeklv. U.S. rights sold to Fred .S. rights sold to New Republic Books.
Jordan/Grosset and Dunlap U.K. rights scld to Harvill Press-Collins. wmﬁﬁﬁfﬁ
Iy ﬁil lﬂi‘ﬂ' ‘A Book for Everybody Chaice. September $11.95 A
| DYSSTIMTEE September510.95 HARRISEN SALISBRY
N Rivcemtly puhli-hed: A Canadian for all Seasons
[ Hanging Threads . Gunther Plaut The John E. Robbins Story B GACONEAR.
B “Elaut s orpss ranpe the world . . . thex are clever. entertaining by John A.B. McLeish
ond vorth reading.” Voncourer Sun “Robbins has probably done more than
A BOMC Alternide Selection. 53.95 any other Canadian to encourage and
Jzannette Tom Brown - strengthen Canadian consciousness . . . It
. wn Impartant contribution tothe literature on death and is good to hove a _hlosl'ﬂlﬂl!' about a man
dune.” Quill & Quare $9.95 who hes accomplished so much ...
— T VRrmiol Cirls - Donald Creighton
The Warmti o} Christmas Terry Rove Main Selection. Readers’ Club of Canada.
Aupust 514,95

wilable in paperbock, P 5295
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Sieveston™), Morton L. Ross (**The canon-
ization of 4s For Meand My House"), an
interview with Robert Kmetsch (here dis-
guised as Roland Barthes), and Rudy
Wiebes fascinating compilation of facts
about “The Death and Life of Albert
Johnson.” Some of these will probably find
their ways into various more-specialized
collections.

I have space neither to outline the argu-
ments of any of the essays nor to argue
against them, but there are two general
points that | want to make. The fitst relates
N the relative lack of evaluative criticism in
the volume. Reading through the essays |
was left with the confusing feeling that all
the works being discussed were of equal
value and equally successful as works of art.
This failure to discriminate produces in one
case (Barbour’s essay) the absurd claim that
16 Canadian poets (most of them of margi-
nal importance) are among ‘the most
interesting poets |N the English-speaking
world.” “Secondly. the collection iS notable
for the presence of three €ssaYys — by
Mandel, Blodgett, and Kmetsch — where
the critical ground is structuralist, a Stance
sather rare in Canadian criticism. Mandel's
commitment to the rouvelle critique isless
than that of the other two since hi concern
witb the inevitable doubleness of the ethnic
voice in literatare is ultimately socio-
literary, and his analysis is almost com-
pletely free of the new jargon. Blodgett and
Kroetsch, on the other band. write from

A Personal Adventure

within the structuralist project: Blodgett
uses terms and procedures derived from
Genette and Jakobson to analyze the figures
in Hébert and Munro; Kmetsch applies
Barthes and Derrida in his argument in
favour of a new **deconstructed’ novel, the
kind that he is interested in writing. Both
use tbe new meta-language of the Paris
school to make some basic points.

Overall, Figures in a Ground 1S no better
and no worse than any of the other fest-
schrifts that have appeared in the past two
decades. Having said that, however, I'm left
with the uneasy feeling that in all these cases
perhaps an extravagant retirement dinner
would have been a better idea. O

Marriage
a la mod

Chestnut/Flower/Eye of Venus, by
Gerald Lampert, Coach House Press, 167
pages, $4.50 paper (ISBN 0 88910 079 9).

IN SEARCH OF HISTORY

By MICHAEL SMITH

STEPHEN AND JULIE Martin, the unhappily
married couple in this second. and last.
novel by Gerald Lampert — who died in
April -probably deserve each other. Both

by Thecdore H. White ,

From the author Of The Making of the
President and Breach of Faith, comes
T.H. White’s major achievement: a
brilliant memoir about his life, his world,
his close Up view of higtory being made.

Beginning in the 1920’s, Mr. White presents vivid portraits of the men

he knew on the brink of their leap into immortality: Mao tse-Tung,

MacArthur, Eiseahower, K ennedy.

IN Search of History will become a classic, read and treasured by readers
Of today and those IN generations to COMe.

576 pages

THE EVIL THAT MEN DO
A noved by R. Lance Hill

Canadian novelist, R. Lance Hi
weaves a suspense filled novel of
love and revenge that ranges from
Chile to Quatemala, in search of the
‘most dreaded torturer Of them all,
The Doctor.

352 pages 811.95

20 BooltsIn Canada. October. 1978

515.95

SIX OF ONE
A nove by Rita Mae Brown |:
In an entrancing novel that sweeps
through three generations of unfor-
gettable characters and events, the
author of Rebyfruit Jungles has writ-

ten a new work which is a joyful
celebration of life itself.
$12.95i
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320 pages
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come from childhoods fraught with unusual

pressures (his mother was committed N an
insane asylum; hem might as well have
been). Together they consume about $40
worth of liquor a week, and spend $40 more
on analysis. Stephea tends to be a self-

pltying wretch, while Julie is a2 pudgy sloven

who keeps the family fed on junk. After a
marriage of more than 10 years, Julie has
decided that Stephen repels her, and has e,
him off from what he constantly whines for:

love.

Stephen. the first-person narrator, lives
like an outsider in his own home, but he
can't |leave or throw Julie out, because he
feels he's the only one capable of providing
for her and their daughter. He's frustrated
by the compassion that sometime3 dtill
exists between them, and the intimacies
implied when, for instance. Julie acci-
dentally brushesagainst himin the bed they
continue to share. lie begins analysis with
Arthur Gottman, a cynical. sexually am-
bivalent, bullying Gestaltist who also hap
pens to be Julie's analyst, their neighbour
from across the sheet, and the husband of
Julie's occasiond best friend.

The confessor. Gotiman -whose hame
may beone of Lampert’s puns ——has almost
omniscient knowledge of the Martins pri-
vate life. His message to Stephen is simply
that he should stand up for himself —even if
it means infidelity or desertion. One mem-
orable Wednesday Stephen manages to
make it with three (whew!) compliant
women in the space of less than eight hours.
Meanwhile, Julie has become involved,
perhaps more than platonically, with an
artist named Kelly — also, of course, a
friend of tbe Gottmans — who can’t get a
showing for hi work. and ends up so broke
that he has to move right into the Martins
rather trendy Toronto home.

The unrevelling of their lives, whiih is
never = quite appropriately — wholly
resolved, istightly built on the relentless
documents of middle-class breskdown.
Dimning letters, a gradually disintegrating
car, Stephen and Juli€' s horoscopes, squir-
rels in the attic. smatches of fear and
self-doubt — all are interspersed with
mordant confrontations at parties and gronp
sessions, as well as between the Martins
themselves. Yet, despite the plot, wary
readers should be relieved to leam that
Lampert |eansslightly more toward Richard
Wright's wistful The Weekend Man than
tedious, Charelaine-style urban Angst.

His style is compressed and apt (**I am
catatonic with contentment”). and his dia-
logue, at times, fairly-stings, But there are
curious lapses. Lampert can't spell
“eczema,” for example, andatonepoint he
appears not to understand how frequently
birth control pills must be taken (more often
than just tbe days one has sex). It seems
unlikely, too. that the Martins' daughter,
Susan, should sleep through almost every-
thing-though this may be meant N show
how withdrawn the family has become. The
title, by the way. is a quotation from a poem
by Bill Bissett, and refers to a couple of
important symbols in the book.-0
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Where you can pick up your regular copy of

BOOKSI(

Free copies of Boolts in Canada are
available 1o customers each month
in all the boolt stores listed below.
These leading stores stoclt many of
the titles reviewed or advertised In

these pages. if the title is out of

BRITISH COLUMBIA Mnmlc Books

Abbotsford Books
Unlimited

33709 Essendene Avenue
Abbotsford, V28 2G7

The Boolkworm
7105B West Saanich Rd.

Box 445

Brentwood Boy. VOS 1AQ
Gimon Fraser University
Boolstore

Burnaby, V5A 156
The Castlegar

BEool Shop Ine.

1 ) Maple Street
Castlegar, VIN 2B2
Selidrk Collepe Bookshop
Box 1200

Castlegar, VIN 371
O’Brien’s Baokshop
23 Wellington Avenue
Chilliwack, V2P 2C6
Lauphing Oyster
Books Ltd.

250 - Gth Street
Conrtenay. VN 1M1
The Book Shoppe

33 - 10th Avenue S.
Cranbrack, V1C2M9
Volume | Boolstore
149 I{enneth Street
Duncan, VOL 1N5
§alt Spring Book &
Stutionery

Box 826

Ganges, VOX 1E0
Sunshine Coast NDP
Boalistore

Box 520

Gibsons, VON 1V0

‘The Golden Key

Box 9

Golden. VOA 1H0

Sid’s Confectionery & News
Box 1619

Gmnd Forks. VOH HO

The Beokv.orm

250- 3 Avenue
[tamloops, V2C 3M3

%ualll.} Baoks
Ist Avenue
Kumloops, V2C 313

449 St. Paul Street
Kelowna. V1Y 2E5

Mountain High Book Store
183 Wallinger Avenue
Kimberley, VIA 1Y7

Beclk’s Books

245 City Centrs Mall
Kitimat, V8C IT6

Bgookstore on Bastion Street
31 Bastion

Nanaimo, VOR 279

Falconer Books
Harbour Park Mall
56 - 650 S. Terminal Ave.
Nanaimo, VIR 5G2
Malaspina College
Bookstore

900 = 5th Street
Nanaimo, VIR 585
Oliver’s Books

3% Baker street
Nelson, VIL 4H5

The Anvil Bookstore

70.5 « §th Street

New Westminster, V3L 3C5
‘The Book Bazazr

742 Colombia Street

New Westminster, V3M 1B4

Woodward Store
Guildford Ltd.

Guildford Shopping Centre
North Surrey

The Bonkshelr
Box 1
Parksvnllle VOR 250

The Note Shop
Box 1090

134 Morison street
Parksville, VOR 280

Hudson’s Bay Book Dept.
39.5 Main St.
Penticton, V2A 5C2

Okanagan Books

239 Main Street
Penticton, V2A 5B1
Books & Statfonery
4539 Marine Avenue
Powell River, VBA 2K5
Caledoniz Bookstore
1240 - 4th Avenue
Prince George, V2L 337

Carryall Books Lid.
353 Anderson Drive
Quesnel, V21 133
Clzssic Bookshop

8 Richmond Square
655 No. 3 Road
Richmond, Y&Y 2B6

Owl’s Eye Bookstore Lid.
Avenue

2498 Beacon
Sidney, VSL 1X8
Interfor Stationery

Smithers, VOJ 2NO
Mostly Books

ox 2269
Squamish, VON 2G0

The Booksiore
9923 Main Street

Summerland, VOH 120

The Bey Book Dept.
674 szrille St P
Vancouver, V6C 126

Classic Bookshop
P.O. Box 10224
Pacific Centre

701 W. Geargia
Vancouver, V7Y IE7

Duthie Books
$19 Robson
Vancouver, V6] IH7

Eaton's Boolk Dept.
2555 Nootka St.
Vancouver, V5M 3M4

Hager Books
2176 W. 4lst Avenue
Vancouver, V6M 1Z1

Pauline’s Books
1105 Denman Street
Vancouver, V6Q 2M7?7

Peregrine Books
2950 W. #th Avenue
Vancouver, V6K IR4

Universityof B.C.
Bookslore

UolB.C.

Vancouver, VEW 2Y2
W.H. Smith
Vancouver Centre

650 W. Georgia Street
Vancouver.

Woodward Stores
Vancouver | td.

Box 8600

Vancouver, V6B 4Gl
Borogrove Bookshop
1 Centennial Square
Victoria, VEW

Griffin Books

587 Iohnson Street
Victoria, VSW 1M2
lvy’s Books

1507 Wilmot Place
Victoria. VB8R 583
Munro’s Bookstore

753 Yates Street
Victoria, VBW LL6
Unlversity of Victoria
Bookstore

Box 2200

Victoria, VEW 3A8
Pick-a-Pocket Bookshop
2442 Marine Drive

West Vancouver, V7V IL1

Woodward Book Store
Park Royal
West Vancouver. VIT 1A1

Carlboo Aris/Books
83K - 2nd Avenue S.
Williams Lake, V2G 3W3

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES
Norm’s Territorial Books
Bon1495

Yellowknife, XOE IHO

YUKON

Western Gilit Stores
105 Mein Street
Whitchorse, YIA 2A7

ALBERTA

Banff Book & Art Den
103 Banff Avenue
Banff, TOL OCO
Classic Bookshop
Penny Lanes

513- 8|h Avenue S, V.
Calgary, T2P 1G3

stocls, most stores will be happy to
order it for you. The list is broken
dowrn by provinces, and alphabetic-
ally by towns within the province.’
(Note: the magazine Is also available
by subscription. See page 35.)

Classic Bookshop

67 Chinook Centre

6455 Macleod Trail
Calgary, T2H 0K3
Gulld Gallery of Artlsis
& Authors

910 - 8th Avenue 8. W.
Calgary, T2P 1H9

Owl's Net Bookstore
4623 BowTrail S. W.
Calgary, TaC 2G6

W. H. Smith
Toronto-Dominion Square
317 - 7th Avenue S. W.
Calgary, T2F 2Y9
University of Calgary
Bookstore

Calgary, T2M OL4

Bux Ltd./Food for Though
Box 904
Canmore, TOC OMO

Aspen Books

1-10808 Whyte Avenue
Edmonton, T6E 2B3
Audrey’s Books Ltd.
10411 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, T5Y I1Y9

Book & Tape Gallery
Associates

11104 - 96th Street
Edmonton. T2H 2L}

Classic Bockshop
114 Edmonton Cem::
Edmonton, T5] 2Y8

Galapagos Book Gallery
3rd Fioor, 1004 - 101A Ave.
Edmonton, T5J 0C8

New Century Books
11153 - 87 Ave.
Edmonton, T6G 0X8

University of Alberta
ookstore

Edmonton, T6G 2EI

Woodward Stores

Northgate Ltd.

Northgate Shopping Centre

Edmonton

Woodward Stores

Southgate Ltd.

Southgate Shopping Centre

Edmonton, T5J 0E7
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Jasper Camera & Gilt
Box 70

Jaspar, TOE IEO

ve H. Smith
Sevenoalis Shopping Centre
32900 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, V25 5A1
Brentburn Books Ltd.
444 Brentburn Shopping Mall
Lougheed Highway

Bumaby. VSC 3Z6

The Houzz of Books

319 - street South
Lethbridge, T1] 215
Univerzity of Lethbridpe
DBopkstore

<4401 University Drive
Lethbridgee. T1IC 3M4

Marshall’s Boolc Store
621 - 2nd Street S.E.
MMedicine Hat, T1A 0C8

Xedlcine Hot College
Bonlkstore

Medicine Hat. TIA3Y6
Peace Diver Drug Co. LId.
Peace River, TOH 2X0

Saverna Nash Books Ltd.
4926 = 49th Street
Red Deer, T4N IV3

Bt. Albert Booltshelf [ td.
7 St. Anne Streat
St. Alhart, TSN 2X4

SASKATCHEWAN

Baok Cellar
2709 - 13th Avenue
Regina, S4T IN3

Canada Drug & Book
Co, Ltd,
1861 Scarth Street
Regina. S4P2G9
Il D. Green Books Ltd.
1944 Hamilton Sweet
Repina, S4P 2C4
Unlversky of Region
Baplstore
Repina, S48 0A2
Brian"s Book Store
g:l'oqunorgaﬂ:

opping Centre
Saslf:ftont;';n. STHOTS

L eiterpress Bools
210-24th St. E.
Saskaroon. S7TK 4R2

[Northland Boolis
313 Broadway Avenue
Sacskatoon, STN I1B5

Saskatoon Bookstore
University of Saskatchewan
Alarquis Hall —
Suskatoon Campus
Saskatoon, STN OWO
Sashatoon Newws Agency
148 - 2nd Avenue N.
Saskatoon, 87I{ 2B2
[vestpote Booles
2422 = 22nd St. West
Saskatoon, STM OV7

MANITOBA

Branden Unlversity
Campus Books

2017 Victoria Avenue
Brandon, R7B 2V9
Smith’s Stationary

{: Beolishop

520 Selkirk Town Plaza
366 Mair Street
Selkick, R1A IT6
Cara Opzrailons
Winnipog International
Airport

Winnipzg

Classtc Bookshop
321 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, R3B 2B9
Mary Scorer Booke
121-B Osbome Street
Winnipeg, R3L 1Y4

Red River Bagk Shop
346 Cumberland Avenue
Winnipeg. R3BIT3

T. Baton Book Department
320 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, RIC OC4
Unlversity or Manitoba
Bookstore

Winnipeg

University of Winnipzg
Bookstore

515 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, R3B 2E9

ONTARIO

Glengarry Book Store
45 Main St. s.

P.O. Box 819
Alexandria, KOC 1A0

Georgian College
Book Store

401 Duckworth Street
Barrie, L4M 3X9
Trltes Stationery &
Boolis Lid,

Bayfield Mall

Barrie

James Texts Ltd.
Box 5200

Belleville, K8N 562
Herald-Gazette Book Store
32 Maniloba Street
Bracebridge, POB 1C0

W. H. Smith
Bramalea city Centre
Bramalea, 3RS

W. H. Smith

Brampton Shoppers World
499 Main Street S.
Brampton, L§Y IN7

Different Drummer Book.9
513 Locust Street
Burlington, L7S I'V3

The Market Beokstore
34% Aioslie Street N.
Cambridge, NIR 314

Chaplean Book Store
P. 0. Box 459
Chapleau, POM 1K0

Highway Book Shop
Cobalt, POJ 1CO
Cobourg Book Store
29 King Street W.
Cobourg, K9A 2M |

Skelton Gallerles
239 Hurontario Street
Collingwood, L9Y 2M1

YWeber & Company
Box 1003, 106 Pitt Street
Cornvall, K6H 5V1

York University Book Store
4700 Keele Street
Downsview, M3J LP3

Chapman & Prince
11 Cross Street
Dundas, L9H 2R3

Elora Boaks
38 Mill Street W.
Elora, NOB 150

Classic Bookishop
25 The West Mall
Sherway Gardens
Etobicoke, MIC 188

W. H. Smith
Sherway Gardens

25 The West Mall
Etobicoke, MIC IB8

The Venture Bookshop
170 Tower Street N.
Fergus, NIM 2N5

The Bookshop

108 Main Street S.
Halton Hills
Georgetown, L7Q 3E4

Andérson’s Baok Centire
33 Enst Street

Goderich, N7A IN2
Books Galore

16 Shopper’s Square
Goderich N7A 3Z2

The Reading Raliread
Bookshoppe

c/o The Village Depot

99 Onlario skeet
CGrimsby, L3M 3H4
Bookshelf of Guelph Ltd.
98 Wyndham Street N.
Guelph, NIH 4E8§

Mhacondo Books
18 Wilson St.
Guelph, NIH 4GS

The Bookeellar
144 James Street S.
Hamilton, L3P 3A2

McMaster University
Bookstore

1280 Main Street V.
Hamilton, L8S 4L8
Robert Duncan’s

18 King Street E.
Hamilton, L3N 1A3

Sheldon Book Sales Ltd.
Book Villa

185 King Street E.
Hamilton, L8N 1B3

Albion Book Shop

376 Old Kingston Road
Highland Creek (West Hill),
MIC 1B6

Carr’s Book and

China Shop

132 Thames Stmeet
Ingersoll, NSC 2T4

W. li. Smith

35 Cloverdale Mall
250 The East Mall
Islington, M9B 3Y8
The Book Stap

Model City Mall

25 Brunetville Road
Kapuskasing, P5SN 2E9

Scott Books

Kenora Shoppers Mall
P.O. Box 1050
Kenora, PON 3X7

Booksand R.D.T.
743 Queen St
Kincardine, NOG 200

Books & More Books
41 Brock Street
Kingston, K7R IL7

The Book Merchant
John Deutsch Centre
Union & University Aves.
Kingston, K7L 3N6
The Book Merchant
193 Princess Street
Kingston, K7L 1A8
Canadlan Shop
210 Princess Strest
Kingston, K7L 1B3
Pickwick Bock Shop
14 Montreal Street
Kingston, K7L 3G6

Printed Passage Books
68 Princess St.
Kingston, K7L 1A5

Provident Bookstore
117 King Street W.
Kitchener, N2G 1A7
Scribe Bookstore
Market Square

25 Frederick Street
Kitchener, N2H 6N8

Classic Bookshop
London Centre Arcade
195 Dundds Street
London, NGA SE9
Classic Bookshop
Westmount Mall
Shopping Centre

785 Wonderland Drive
London, N6K 1M6

The Country Mouse
621 Richmoend Strect
London. NGA 3G3

Fanshawe Collepe
Bookstore

1460 Oxford Street E.
London, N5\ SH!1

New Lih Book Store
527 Richmond Street
London, N6A 3ES

Oxford Book Shops Ltd.
742 Richmoand Street
London. NGA 1L6

Provident Bookstore
1275 Hi hbn‘;y Street
London.gNs 1Bl

Robert Holmes Ltd.
240 Dundas Skeet
London, N6A 1H3

The Bookstore

The Harbour Book Shop !
131 Lakeshore Rood E.
Oakville, L6Y 1H3

White's Bookshep Ltd.
286 Lakeshore Road E.
Oakville, L&J 112

Trites Stationery & Books

55 Mississauga Street E.

Orillia, WV 1V4

Classic Bookshop

Oshawa Centre

Kiqg St. &

Stevenson Rd. South

Oshawa. LIJ 2K5

Anglican Book Soclety

242% Bank Street

Ouawa, K2P 1X4

Books Canada

50 Elgin Street

Otawa, K1P 5K5

Carléton University
kstore

Boo

Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, K1S 5B6
Classic Bookshop
65 Elgin Street
Confederation Square
Ottawa, K1P 5W1

Fleet Books

Place de Ville

Galeries des Boutiques

150 Kent Streat

Ottawa, K1R 753

Juniper Book Shop

1910 St. Lawrent Bivd. #25
Ottawa, K1G 1A4

Octopus Books
837 Bank St.
Otawa, K18 3V9

Powell’s Book Store
2 Starwood Road at Clyde

University of Western Ontario Oypawa, K2G 1Y8

University Community Centre
London, N6A 3K7

Wendell Holmes Ltd.
629 Dundas Street
London, N5W2Z1

W. H. Smith

White Oaks Mall

1105 Wellington Rd.
London, N6E i v 4

Stuff to Rend

Box 160

Meaford, NOH 1Y0
Inslght Books

Sheridan Mall

2225 Erin Mills Parkway
Mississauga, L5K IT9

W. H. Smith

Mississauga Square One
City Centre Drive .
Mississaugn, L5B 2C9

Upper Canada Village
Box 340
Momisburg, KOC 1X0

Bookcrafi
Box 1051
Mount Forest, NOG 2L0

E. D. Hogarth L td.
Box38

16 Dundas Street E.
Napanee, K7R 3L4

The Cambrian College
Bookstore

North Bay

The Campus Shop
Canadore College

P.O. Box 5001
Gormanville Road
North Bay, P1B 8K9

Prospero Books
BillingsBridge Plaza

40 - 2269 Riverside Drive
Ottawa, KIH 8K2

Prospero Paperbacks
128 Bank St.
Ottawa, K1P 8K2

Shg-ley Leishman Books
Ltd.

88 Metcalfe Street
Outawa, K1P5SL7

W. H. Smith

56 Sparks Street

Ottawa, KI1P 5A9

W. H. Smith

Bayshore Shopping Centre
100 Bayshore Drive  *
Ottawa, K2B 8C1

W. H. Smith

St. Laurent Shopping Centre
1212 St. Laurent Boulevard
Ottawa, K1K 3B8

University of Ottawa
Bookstore

85 Hastey Avenue
Ottawa, KIN 9A6
Coates & Best

883 - 2nd Avenue E,
Owen Sound. N4K 2H2

Valley Book Shop
61 Gore East
Path. K7TH 1H6

‘Trent Unlversity Bookstore
224 Charlonte street
Peterborough, K9] 2T8

Bud-Je Specialty
4180 Petrolia Street
Box 790

Petrolia, NON IR0

Randall’s’
52 Walton
Port Hope.

Humber C
Rexdale, v

Beaitle Stz
P.0.BoxZ
136 St, Pan
St. Catharii
The Book’
37 James §
St. Cathari

Brock Uni
St. Cathari
Classic B«

Pm Centre
Glendale 2
St. Cathari

Richard C
491 Talbot
St. Thoma:

Armstron|
137 Lochie
Samnia, N7
Book Noo!
560 Exmol
Sarnia, N7
s
ingwa
Sault Ste. |
W. H. Sm
Bridlewoo
2900 Warc
Scarborouy

W.H.Sm
Scarborou;
300 Borou
Scarborou,

Porter'sS
41 Norfoll
Simece, N
R.&R.E
County Fa
Smith’s Fe
Combria
Beokston
Sudbury,
Laurentie
Bookstort
Ramsey L
Sudbury,

Wolfes Bc
133 Dutha
Sudbury, |
The Book
182 Socuth
Thurder B
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asolistore Cumbzrland Book Store
et 12 Cumberland Street S.
JA1LTL _ Thunder Bay. P7B
I ex Fguletore Lalxchead Uﬂi\v'eﬁ“y
W 517 Boolistore
oncry Ltd Oliver Road
omery LG Thunder Bay, P7B SEf
o The Storybook

iml'..:.'lR 6Rd Thunder Boy Mall
ol 1101 W. Arihur Smet
e Thunder Bay ,P7E 552
%, L2R 5B9 Bennett Stationery Ltd.
rin s T 101 Broadway Street
ity Bouliotore illsonburg, N4G 3P5
5 L3S 1A3 Beackes Beokshop
s Shnp 2199 Queen Sweet E.
onue Torento, MAE IES
o5, L2T 2129 The Bob Miller Book Roomi

hrill Ltd ITTTD rStreat W
i_ . loromo, M5S 2V6
ireet

N5P 1C3 Bool: Barrel
‘ . 2284 Bloor Street V.
$Boc’s Shopk2 Toramto, M6S IN9
e Boo!: City

402 501 Bloor Street \W.
h Street Toronto. M55183
i St Flc‘)]%kYGaller -

t

ge:;;.- Corlstare Tomn':_ 'ﬁ:lw L6

o

: ‘The Bool Mark
e, PA2GH 5 povson Avenie
IIltInll Toronto, M8X 2J3
n Avenue Breatano’s Boolstore
1, M1/ 283 65 Queen Straet W.

5 Toronto, M5H 2M35

. Cara Opezrations
;‘E’d"n Centre Ruﬂlerfgrdk's Drulgs

: Royal York Hote
wMIP4PS  pOC MSTIE4
MlonursLid.  Children’s Book Store
Stecet 1, 103-A Avenue Road
Y':M Toronto. MSR 2H3
Py Classic Boolishop
‘Mall Esplanade
2. 17A 3Z5 120 Adelalde Street W.
Collaga Toronto, M5H IT1

Classie Bookshop

A 5L3 2 Bloor Street W.

_— Toronto, M4W 1AL
 University Classic Bookshop
chug [ecommis

131 Bloor Strect W.
JE2C6 Toronto, M5S IR1
i Etove Classic Boolishop
1 5treat 707 Yonie Street
E 3L19 Teronto, MAY 2B2
10p David Mason Books
Jgoma Strect 638 Church Street
¥, P7B 3B9 Toronto. M4Y 203

Dora Hood's
Bookreom Ltd.
34 Ross Street
Toronto, M5ST §Z9
Fieet Books
Royal Bank Plaza
P.0. Box 137

200 Bay Street
Toronto, M5J 213

Fleet Books

55 Bloor Street W.
Toronto, MAW 1A6
Galle;]r Sho

Art Gallery Of Ontario
Grange Park

Toronto, MST 1G4

Hudson’s Boy Co.
44 Bloor Street E.
Toronto, M4Y 3H7

The Kingston Road
Book & Record Shop
1022 Kingston Road
Toronto. M4E 1T4

Lighthouse
Books & Records
3080 Yonge Street
Toronto. M4N 2Ké

Longhouse Books
630 Yonge Street
Toronto, MAY 1Z8

The Nth Hood Bookshop
102 Harbord Street
Toronto. M5S 106

Other-Books
483 Bloor Street W.
Toronto, MSS 1Y2

SCM Book Room
333 Bloor Street \W.
Toronto. M5S1W?7

Third Werld Books
748 Bay Street
Toronto, MSG 1M6

Toronto Eaton Centre
290 Yonge Street
Floor L-1

‘Toronto, M5B LCB

Toronto Wanten’s
aokstore

85 Harbord Strest

Toronto, M58 1G4

Trilllum Books

Sheraton Centre

concourse Level

123 Queen St. .
‘Torontq, MSH 2M9

Unilversity of Teronto
Book Room

63A St. George Street
Toronto. MSS 1A6
Village Bookstore
239 Queen Street W.
Toronto, M5V 124

W. H. Smith
First Canadian Place
Toronto. MSX |A6

W. H. Smith
Hudson’s Bay Centre
20 Bloor St. E.
Toronto, M4W 3G7

W. H. Smith
Toronte Dominion Centre
Toronto, M5W 1A2

W. li. Smith
Toronto Eaton Centre
220 Yonge St.
Toronto. M5B 2H1

W, H. Smith
Terminal IT

Toronto International Airport

Toronto. LSP1B2

W. H. Smith
1500 Yonge St.
Toronto. M4T 1Z6

Yonge PelitionC
‘onge-Eglinton Centre
ngge Yonge St.
‘Toronto, M4P 1E4

W. II. Smith
Yorkdale Shopping Centre
Toronto, MM 2T9

Willouehby's Book Store
3441 Yonge St.
Toronto, M4N 2N1

York Unlversity Bookstore

Glendon Campus
2275 Bayview Avenue

Toronto. M4N 3Mé&

Scribe Bookstore

50 Westmount Road
Waterloo, N2L 2RS
University or Waterloo
Bookstore

Waterloo, N2L 3G1

Wilfrid Laurler University

Bookstore
75 Univemsity Avenue
Waterloo, N2L 3C5

Smith's Stationery

46 Division Street
Welland, L3B 5R3
Calderone Book &
Stationery

Bayview Village Shaopping

Centre

Willowdale, M2K 2K7
Clasrie Duokshon
Fairvie™ uan
Woodbine & Sheppard
Willowdale, M27 4G5

Seneca College Bookstore
1750 Finch Avenue B.
Willowdale, M2J 2X5
Shepgand G

ntre
Unﬂ! !
4841 Yonge Street
Willowdale, M2N 5X2
The Bookstore
St. Clair College
Windsor

Unlversity of Windsor
Bookstore

Windsor, N9B 3P4
Harris Station
Wingham, NOG 2W0

QUEBEC

W. H. Smith
Place do Centre
200 Rue Principale
Hull. J8X 4B7

Bishop’s University
Bool?glore
Lennoxville, JM 1Z7

Argo Book Shop
1915 St. Catherine Street W.
Montreal, H3M 1M3

Classic Bookshop
Rockland Shopping Centre
Montreal. H3P 2Z3

Clossic Bookshop

1327 St. Catherine Street W.
Montreal, H3G 1P7

Classic Bookshop
1430 5t. Catherine St. w.
Montreal, H3G IR4

Diocesan Book Room
1446 Union Avenue
Montreal, H3A 2B8

International News

2197 St. Catherine Street'W.

Montreat, H3H IM9
Mansfield Book Mart Ltd.
2065 Mansfield Street
Montreal, H3A 1Y7

The Word Bookstore
469 Milton strect
Montreal

W. II. Smith

Place Victoria

800 Victoria Square
Tour de Ja Bourse
Montreat, H4Z 1E8

w. H. Smith

1004 St. Catherine Street \W.

Montreal. HIB 1E6
Books & Things

Rue Principale

Merin Heights, HOR IMO
W. H. Smith

Fairview Shopping Centre
6722 Trans Canada Hi
Pointe Claim.. HOR
W. H. Smith

Place Verte Shopping Cenire

3131 Cote Vertu

St Laurent. H4R 1P6
Double Hook Book Shop
1235A Greene Avenue

" Westmount, H3A 2A4

NOVA SCOTIA

Pridham's Book
& ChinsLtd.

69 Victoria Street
Amherst. B4H 225

Formac Book &
Aagonish Shoaping Mal

ntigon oppi Nt
Antigonish, B2G ZEqB
Readmore Bookstore
Bridgewater Mall
Bridgewater

Mills Bookstores Ltd.
Greenwood Shopping Mall
Greenwood, BOP 1IN0

KStore
A Pair of Trindles Bookshap Sackville, WA 3m

Old Red Store
Historic Properties
Halifax

The Book Room Ltd.
1664 Granville Street
Halifax, B3J 2N7
Cara Shop

Halifax Airport
Halifax

Classic Bookshop
Scotia Square
Halifax. B3J 1N9
Dathousie University
Bookstore

Dalhousie University
Halifax, B3H 4J3
Readmore Bookstore

Bayers Road Shopping Centre Adantic Place
Halifw PP “on

Talbot’s Book Sho
Halifax Sho plpr% ntre
Halifax. B31.2
Flemmings Gift &
Stationery

Shelbourne, BOT IWQ
Cage Co-op Bookshop
P.O, Box 143

Sydney, BIP6H1

C & G Macleod

361 Charlotte Street
Sydney. BIP 1E1

way

Readmore Bookstore
Truro Centre
Truro

Box of Deli
Boxg% hts

ox
Wolfville, BOP 1X0
The Fundy Sh
326 Main reetwpe
Woliville, BOP 1X0
Library Book Shop
Aipowo Aris Centre
245 Main Street
Wolfville, BOP 1X0

NEW BRUNSWICK
Book Village do Lim
Plaza K-Mart

700 Ave. St. Peter
Bathurst, E2A 2Y7
Bookworld Ltd.

P. 0. Box 424
Campbeliton, UN 307
C. N. Hall&Co. Ltd.
422 Queen Street
Fredericton, E3B 1B6
University Bookstore
University of N.B.

P. 0. Box4400
Fredericton, E3B 5A3
Westminster Books Lid.
449 King Street
Fredericton, E3B 1ES
ABC Bookroom

P.O. Box 1004
Moaneton, EIC 8P4
Bookmark Ltd.
Moncton Hall

1310 Mountain Road
Moncton, E1C 2T6
Dowd Specialty Books
15 Alma Street
Moncton, EIC 4Y2
T. Eaton & co. Ltd.
Moncton

Henderson Pharmacy Ltd.

Box 940

Sackville, WA 3m
Mount Allison University
Boo]

Heritage Books Ltd.
50 King Street
Saint John, E2L. 1G4

The Blue Unicorn Bookstore

NEWFOUNDLAND
Dicks & Co. Ltd.

247 Water Street

St John's, AIC 5K6
Memorial University
Bookstore

Elizabeth Avenue
St John's, AIC 587

Readmeore Bookstores

St. John's

PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND

Bookmark

146 Richmond Street
Charlottetown, CIA 1H9
H. M. Simpson Ltd.

38 Universty Avenue
Charlottetown, ClA 4K6
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How not to
stuff 2
mushiroom

The Canadian Woman’s Almanac, by
Ruth Fremes, Methuen, 256 pages, $12.95
- 374013
Supervioman: Everywoman®s Book of
Household Alamagement, by Shirley Con
ran. Penguin Books. 400 pages, $2.95
paper (ISBN 01400 4880 4).

BY JANE W.HILL

IF ANYONE COULD benefit from these books
it should be me. My husband and children
will attest to that. And both arevery useful.
in somewhat different ways.

The Cunadian Woman's Almanac is by
Ruth Fremes,a home economist well
known through her newspaper column
*“Fating Right” and per book Nutriscore
tboth with Dr. Zak Sabry), as well as her
breadeasts on consumer affairs. Hen she
has given us a guideto daily life. in personal
und practical matters, through discussions
of child rearing. marriage and divorce. old
age, money management, careers, the hand-
ling of crises. women and the law. house-
keeping, health, nutrition, and relaxation.

Nevy from Playwrighis Co-op . . .

FOUR PLAYS
BY

LARRY
FINEBERG
DEATH

HOPE

HUMAN REMAINS
STONEHENGE

. . . @ playwright of wit, eloquence
and compassion.
John Fraser, Globe and Mail

GUALALITY PAPERBACK $5.95

AYWREGHTS COOD

1 YORK STREET. TORONTO M5) 1R2
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And all with a specific Canadian slant,
listing the names and addresses of private
and public agencies from St. John's to
Victoria that are available for help or
information, bibliographies aftereachchap-
ter, charts and lists for wise shoppers. and
so forth.

Mrs. Fremes is straightforward and seri-
ous, eager tohelp all Canadian women to
become more competent, mote confident in

themselves and their relationships with,
others. and better able to cope with the ¥

many demands placed upon them in modem
society. She takes us through all the stages
of life, answering the questions asked by
women today on Life Cycles, Lifelines,
Life Plan, and Life Style. AS shesays in her
introduction: “Here, | thought, was some-
thing | could do. | could put people in touch
with each other snd the services that are
available to us all.” Through her previous
work, Fremes realized the concerns women
have about “running a home, finding lime
for a career, and keeping in close touch with
their families snd with themselves.” Mm.
Fremes is sensible and sympathetic. and
though experienced homemakers may find
some of her material familiar it is good lo
have it all in one place as a source book. The
price seems to me rather high, though,
especially when the book will have to be
updated every few years. And surely much
of this information may be found through
the phone book or in free government
publications.

Shirley Conran’s Superwoman is really
terrific value for the money. It is a compen-
dium ofvirtually everything you could want
to know about running 2 home, based on her
belief that there is *‘no job, whether it's
running a factory or bathing a baby. which
isn’t performed easier or quicker by or-
ganizing it beforehand, by thinking about it
in advance.” The book wason the best-
seller list in England for 44 weeks and has
now been edited by Ruth Fremes for use in
Canada. Product recommendations, laws

and regulations, and financial considera- _

tions, are all Canadian. Mrs. Conran is a
textile designer, journalist (for 15 years a
women'’s editor on leading British news-
papers), broadcaster, and also the mother
and sole support (evidently) of two sons.
She has a delightful personality and has
obviously learned how to make the absolute
most of her time, and have fun, too. She
reminds us that “the whole point of house-
work is to keep the place functioning
efficiently as a cheerful backpround for
living." After offering us “Out Motto: Life
is too short to stuff a mushroom™ (any
reader of McCall's will appreciate this). she
explains her tiling and notebook system for
keeping track of everything coming into or
going out of the house. She then goes on to
discuss such things as making your own
household cleaners (better and cheaper),
sensible food shopping. how to make sim-
ple draperies, safety and maintenance
throughout the home. how to mave without
mishap (an excellent ‘chapter). handling
money, self-preservation (how to deliver a
baby, fire protection, how to complain and

win), starting your own business, how to
profit from a crisis. and on and on. Super-
woman is indexed and intended to be a
reference work, a kind of instruction man-
ual. with places for you to fill in your own
vital statistics. lists, or future aims.

Mrs. Conran is helpful in myriad ways.
though | don't imagine any one reader will
be able or willing to follow her in every-
thing. For instance, her own sons have been
doing all the food shopping, preparation.
and cleaning up since they were 12 (and
been paid for it). as well as doing their own
mending since the age of seven (that’s what
she says). Are there my among US Who
would care |0 try that? But Superweman is
so comprehensive and specific in its sugges-
tions and so pood-humoured that, though |
was overwhelmed by it all, | am inspired to
get myself organized this very October.
Now if I could only find a pencil around
hen | could start malting alist! O

Swords and
ploughshares

The Great War and Canadian Society:
An Oral History, edited by Daphne Read,
introduction by Russell Hann, New Hag-
town Press, 224 pages, $10.95 cloth (ISBN
0 919940 013) and S4.95 paper (ISBN
0919940 02 1).

— TTe Harvests of War, by Joimm Herd
Thompson. McClelland & Stewart, The
Canadian Social Histary Series. 207 pages,

[

1849-1889, by J.G. MacGregor. Western

ducer Prairie Books, 272 pages, $11.25
0019306 85 ‘l)

Western Canada Since 1870: A Select
Bibliography and Guide. by Alan 1.
Artibise, University of British Columbia
Press. illustrated, 312 pages. $17.50 cloth
(ISBN 0 7748 0090 0) and S6.95 paper

(ISBN 0 7748 0091 7).

By SUSAN JACKEL

READERS WHOSE notion of oral history bas
been formed by the books of Barry Broad-
foot will be surprised to discover how
sophisticated this branch of the historical
profession can be. The Great War and
Canadian Seciety consists of the recollec-
tions of some 200 informants from the
Toronto area, gathered during the summer
of 1974 by ateam of young interviewers,
The interviews themselves make reward-
ing reading, despite the usual limitations of
material of this nature; these are, after all,
memories going back 50 years and more, on
the part of individuals whose historical
consciousness IS often minimal. Just as
rewarding, however. is Russell Hann's
excellent introduction, which makes a con-
vincing casefor further projects of this kind.
Hann's lucid summary of the relations
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betwreen speech, culture, and polities, and
his evident assimilation of a large and
complex body of scholarship in this field,
give The Grear War and Canadian Society
immediate usefulness to students of Cana-
dian history, without in the least impairing
its appeal to the general reader.

‘The same years in another repion of
Canada give focus to J. H. Thompson’s The
Harvesis of War: The Prairie West,
1914-1918. Thompson, too, stresses the
intensity and range of the changes wrought
by the First World War in the lives of
ordinary Canadians, although his sources
and methods more nearly reflect the con-
cems of the conventional social historian.

Clearly organized and more than compe-
tently written, Thompson’s brief study
challenges a few standard interpretations
and clarifies others. Western Canrdians,
Thompson argues, found themselves caught
betvrean their ideological devotion to demo-
cracy, in whose name the war was being
fought, and their long-standing discontent
with economic policies favouring the indus-
trial centres of Canada.

Government intervention, made neces-
sary by wartime demands, intensified the
dilemma of Western farmers. Thompson
records that **during April and May, 1918,
farm journals carried advertisements urging
that extra acres be seeded opposite

announcements that farmers were to report -

for military duty,” while “‘an appeal to
consumers to ‘save beef,” which recom-
mended veal as an alternative, was regarded
as sheer idiocy by Western stockmen.™

Thompsen’s book deserves more detailed
commentary than there is space for here.
Not the least of its merits is its author's
sensitivity to Western attitudes and prior-
ities in an area of study where all too
often ‘‘Canadian’® means Toronto/
Montceal/Ottawa, Teachers of Canadian
history would do well to consider The
Harvests of War for their reading lists.

J.G. MacGregor is well known as a
vriter of popular history. Most readers,
however, will probably find his latest book
harder to get through than the work of the
most case-bound specialist. Richard Har-
disty. in Senaror Herdisty’s Prairies,
1849-1889, is merely a peg on which to
hang a hodge-podge of anecdotes and
random information gleaned from
MacGregor®s reading.

There is no denying MacGregor's devo-
tion to Prairie lore; but one looks in vain for
the transforming intelligence which turns
data into history. What really functioning
historian would try to recreate the thoughts
of his central fipure by writing, **Hardisty
knew that it [the Qu'Appelle River] rose
some two hundred airline miles due west'”
— this, supposedly, in 18552 Nor, for that
matier, do we gain any satisfactory sease of
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the mind and personality of Hardisty him-
self. There is altogether too much circums-
tance here, and too little character.

‘Toodetailed and discontinuous for casual
reading and too superficial and unreliable
for the scholar, the book's main strength lies
in its index, where one can find the names
(and in the text, trace the relationships) of
more than 300 residents of the Praires
during the closing decades of the fur trade.
There are the makings here of a small but
valuable biographical dictionary for this
period in Western Canadian history; per-
haps some enterprising archivist will take
pote, and bid vigorously for Dr.
MecGregor's filcs when and if they ever
come up for suction.

Net a history but a historian’s aid is Alan
F.). Artibise’s Western Canada Since
1870: A Select Bibliography and Guide.
Nearly 4,000 eatries refer the student to
books, pamphlets, articles, and theses on

. the four Westerm provinces appearing as

recently as 1977,

Any “‘select” bibliography is bound to
evoke dissent, as Artibise is aware. Never-
theless, to have the recemt upsurge in
graduate and scholarly research assembled
and organized is a valuable service in itself,
and there will undoubtedly be an opportun-
ity in future editions to repair errors end
omissions,

It would take 2 more erudite reviewer
than this one to assess Artibise’s success in
covering all of the several fields of study
included. A few anomalies struck even this
unpractised eye: W.F. Butler’s The Great
Lone Land listed in the original edition of
1872, instead of the Hurtig reprint of 1968;
several articles by F. G. Roe but no mention
(unless the index be at fault) of Roe's
crowning achievement, The North Ameri-
can Buffalo; the absence of Gerald

Hutchinson's edition of the Rundle jour-

nals, Chief John Snow's These Mountains
Are Qur Sacred Places, and Donald Stevens

. Writers of the Prairies. Yet on the whole,

the book seemed sufficiently complete and
easy to use for it to serve, as it was intended,
as a useful student guide to work in the
social sciences in the Western half of the
country. O )

When the crime
is the punishment

Cruel and Unusual, by Gerard McNeil
and Sharon Vance, Dencau and Greenberg,
179 pages, $6.95 paper (ISBN 0 88879(

005 B).

By JOHN HOFSESS

IN 1976, THE authors accompanied and
observed a 13-member subcommittee of the
Commons Justice Committee in a
fact-finding tour of the federal prison sys-
tem. Their brief, sometimes polemical,
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repart cuts through the usual sociological
jargon and political rationalizations to pro-
vide avivid picture of how Canada spenal
system works and to a larger degree-how it
fails. In some prisons one half the inmates
are incarcerated for drug offences; after
months or years Of being exposed to the
dehumunized prison subculture. many of
the men convicted of misdemeanours are
psychologicaly ripe to gravitate to crime.
Crarel cimd Unnsual exposes many of the
iNlogicalities and paradoxes in our current
idea~ ubout “justice.” Taking the life of a
cunvivted murderer is said to bean immoral
act by the state: but imprisoning the same
man for 23 yeurs, Sometimes of necessity in
solitary confinement (such as the men
coxvicted of murdering Emanuel Jacques)is
regarded a» humane and enlightened. Crim-
inals in need of psychiatric treatment fre-
quently don’t ¢ e t theyarecharged
under laws that don’t provide the option of
therapy as part of the sentence. or they are
referred to penal institutions where such
therapy is oat available. In sum, the authors
document an overwhelming case that
Canada's prisons are a breeding ground for
more crime in the future. The Trudean
government often claims that certain prob-
kmr - such as unemployment and inflation
- are beyond merely mational control: but
when one examiner self-contained problem
areus in this country (such as the prison
system. or for that matter the postal system)
one finds that they are equally in a mis-

e o . A

managed mess. Gerard MENei | and Sharon
Vance have listened well, thonght hard, and
produced a damning document. O

Out of the
dark that
COVers us. . .

New Age Politics — Healing Sdif &
Society: The Emerging New Alternative
to Marxism and Liberalism, by Mark
Satin. Whitecap Books, 240 pages, $2.95
paper (ISBN 0 920422 012)

Minimum Salary: One Million Del-
lars, The Race Toward Madness, by Guy
Joron, translated fmm the French by Mark
Czarnecki, Musson, 151 pages, 58.95

paper ISBN 0 7737 1023 x). S

By ROBERT CARLGRRN

VHILE RUEFULLY anticipating the imminent
collapse of our society and perhaps of
civilization itself, our more eéarnest social
philosophers haven't yet despaired of
finding an analysis that they hope will
explain just why we have created a world s0
full of human misery and potential for
disaster. and how we may still redeem our
perilous situation through appropriate polit-
jeal action.

In New Age Politics, Mark Satin insists
that no fundamental improvements can be
made in the structure and functioning of
society until we, as thoroughly committed
individirals, resolve to replace our present
attitudes and values with a new ethic derived
from what he calls the **trans-material™*
worldview. Instead of regarding the mater-
ial or perceptual world as cc-extensive with
the whole of reality, we must acknowledge
the validity of such other **states of con-
sciousness’ as the spiritual, religious, and
mythic. Qur ability to attain these alterna-
tive states depends on embarking on a
journey of progressive self-development
through which we can satisfy all our needs
— whether physical, emotional. or
spiritual. .

For Setin. the cangeries of attitudes an
values that constitute ouf present
**thing-and-death-oriented”’ worldview,
creates the **Prison™” whose main elements
are patriarchal attitudes. egocentricity,
scientific single vision and the bureaucratic
mentality. From this source flows the
“monolithic mode of production™ and its
Institutions. Some familiar examples: the
hierarchical state, large-seale technology
with its huge corporations, state schooling,
professional medicine. monogamy and the
nuclear family, and rigidly defined social
roles. These pervasive ingtitutions al tend to
restrict our freedom of choice, curtail
self-reliance and personal responsibility.
reduce us to producers and consumers and
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=—vrorst of all — frustrate our need for love
and esteem. Furthermore, monoalithic tech-
nology is notoriusly wasteful of non-
renewable resources and may yet submerge
our world beneath a tidal wave of solid
wastes and chemieal pollutants. In radical
contrast. the succeeding “New Age’ or
“biolithic” institutions based on the
trans-material worldview would be de-
signed toallow each citizen to maximize his
potential in ways largely of his own choos-
ing. weuld replace coercive organizations
with truly participatory ones, and enable
human beings to dispense with the bogus
compensations of consumerism. The old
nation state would give way to autonomous
community districts and regions. Huge
citieswould ceaseto exist. Bialithic tech-
nology would incorporate certain sorts of
high technology but would lay its greatest
empbasis on an “appropriate technology”
determined by smallness of scale. relative
simplicity and compatibility with resource
and environmental constraints. The bio-
lithie economy would promote both
sdf-aufficiency and sharing: participating
citizens would have the widest possible
range of choicein occupations and con-
ditions of employment.

But Satin’s vision of a new sociely
transformed by a non-violent evolutionary
process of persenal inner change is addres-
scd mainly to the industrialized West. Asa
former Marxigt. Satin has come to believe
that the sort of sociely envisioned by Marx
would represent no improvement over what
wchave already: modem capitalism and
socialism are both creations of the Prison.
But can the oppressed peoples of the Thii
World v:aitthe many decades it may take for
us Westerners t0 get our souls benignly
transformed? Surely it’s a measur e of
Satin’s own egocentricity if he can't see that
in the neo-colonialist Thii World the
crying need is fur immediate and revolutio-
nary social change. Better to eat and hope in
a Marxist “*Prison’* than to toil. starve, and
despair in 2 neo-colonialist or bourgeois
police state. Although New Age Politics is
well-structured and written with intoxi-
cating enthusiasm, as soon as ene puts the
boak aside the lovely cloud castles begin to
dissipate in the cool wind of second
thoughts: many of the arguments adduced
by Satin in support of his position would not
eastly convince a determined xeplic. His
trans-material metaphysic will be accepted
or rejected accor ding to ome’s temperament
and outlook. It's gtrictly a take-it-or-leave-it
proposition.

In hisintelligent and amusing Minimum
Selury: One Million Dollars Guy Joron,
energy Minister in the Parti Québecois
government, shares many of Satin’s con-
cerns about environmental destruction, de-
pletion of natural resources, quantum in-

creases in the cost of cleaning up the mess
made by our wasteful society, the per-
nicious economic consequences of unre-
strained inflationary growth, and the gen-
eral social malaise and demoralization that
signify the collapse of traditional values.
Joron believes that it's absolutely necessary
for us to change fmm an economy of
extravagant waste to one of planned conser-
vation. Unlike Satin, he believes that the
present structures of government can be
changed in such a way as te make them
responsive to the wishes of an enlightened
electorate. He is notasocialist but a socially
committed lechnocrat who would use state
power to intervene in the operations of the
marketplace whenever such intervention
promised solid benefits to the larger com-
munity. Independence from the federal
structure would give Quebec the contral it
needs over its economy and natural re-
sources in order to plan for a sociely of
economic and social justice in which new
unifying values might evolve.

One wishes that the politicians of English
Canada would addr ess themselves to our
problems with the same sort of refreshingly
diit. witty. and incisive analysisas is here
offered by M. Joren.O

Time to snuggle
up to Uncle?

CanAmeriean Union Now!. by Dan K.
Donnelly, Griffin House. 208 pages, $5.95
paper.

By LOUIS FINKELMAN

DAN. K. DONNELLY'S Candmerican Union
Now! isa forceful argument that Canada
must act. quickly and decisively, to join the
United States. His tone is regretful but
certain: no Canadian wantsto see the end of
Canada; Canadians have a deep loyalty to
their country. But what. Donndly asks. are
the alternatives?

Quebec can be kept in Confederation, if
at all. only against the will of a sizeable
party of its citizens. Quebec is doomed to
economic dependency as long as its lan-
guage makes it an inconvenient place for
other North Americans to de business.
Confederated Canada is doomed. for the
indefinite future, to make sacrifices and
concessions to appease Quebec.

Decentralization, in Donnely’s view.
was one of those sacrificer. Even in the
status quo, Confederacy is too weak. No
form of decentralization will satisfy the
Quebec nationalists; anything short of a
separ ate state will becomea step towards
Separation.

What about |etting Quebec go? English
Canada without Quebec would be hope-
lesdy crippled. The weak central govern-
ment would be unablelo reconcile the
conflicting interests of the different prov-
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inces. The Atlantic provinces would be
isolated. Quebec could survive as a nation,
but Canada without Quebec would be
Ball:anized.

There is one hope for a stable. unified
Canada: if the provinces would cede some
of their power back to the Federal govern-
merit. and the francophones of Quebec
would only give up the foolish attempt to
work in their language. But that is tea much
to hop: for. So it seems inevitable that
Canada will fall apart into little, quarrel-
some, impoverished states.

Before that happens, Donnelly suggests,
there is still time for astrong Canada o
apply to join the U.S.. and leave Quebec to
its own devices. All the anglophone prov-
inces have to do is decide, quickly, to apply
to become states. The U.S.. in exchange.
will assume a good part of the expense of
union, and allow Canada to retain its
distinctive culture. Then Quebec will get
her comeuppance. The evident glee with
which Donnelly. an anglophone
Quebecker, describes francophone con-
sternation at union is ene of the rare
moments of open emotion in the book.

Donnelly’s analysis of the problems that
Conada can expect to face in the near future
seems plausible enough. His optimism
about the future of Canada as part of the
U.S. seems less well eamed. Wherever the
Canadian reality is less attractive than U.S.
reality, Donnelly assumes that union will
change Canada. Productivity will rise to the
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U.S. rte, taxes will fall. Regional equaliza-
tipn payments, an unfortenate necessity in
Canada, will be phased_ out. Wherever
Canadian reality is more attractive than
U.S. reality. Canada will retain her advan-
tages. All that is required isa little rational
planning. For example, we can pass a few
laws to keep urban blight and crime fmm
spreading to Canadian cities. Residency
requirements for applicants for public assis-
tance, tough zoning regulations, and some
anti-crime laws ought togoa long way
toward protecting Canadian cities.

If life were only so simple.

Donnelly. in exploring thecostsof union.
develops a hypothetical set of transition-
period protection plans, giveaways for those
who would be hurt by union. They include
settlements for civil servants. pensioners.
and others. with the most_generous pay-
ments going to anglophone Quebeckers
who decide to relocate. The plans are des-
cribed in enough concrete detail to invite
reasonable debate.

The evidence on which the book is based
is projection of what will happen if various
courses are followed. Donne]lv describes the
future with confident knowledge. There are
moments when we who are more or less
ignorant of the future can be disconcerted by
that knowledze. Among the more remarka-
ble items that Donnelly brings wp from the
land of the future is this: “ Any repressed
society == whether Communist or military
dictatorship — once it reaches & developed

a

nation status, will eventually fling off its
chains and choose freedom over regimen-
tation. ... Russia will™ surely [do so] within
a generatlon Eastern Europe perhaps
sooner.” Prophecies such as this do under-
cut Donnelly’s credibility.

Donnelly’s CanAmerican Union Now!
raises issues. primarily economic issues,
that ase important in debate about relations
among anglophone Canada, francophone
Canada. and the U.S. We should not be
surprised ar disappointed if his questions
are more convincing than his answers. [l

Look what
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your burg, Jean
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Montreal Gazente, focuses on the forces
behind the urban transformation of
Montreal during the past 20 years. ASin
other major centres, international interests
have directly or indiictly generated most
of theeify’s downtown development. The
outside capital is largely European, with
Britain leading the various interest groups.
involved in the redevelopment process.
Foreigners. sometimes acting through
Canadian frontmen to circumvent the
Foreign Investment Review Agency, have
been buying land and congtructing highrises
and large housing developments. The main
construction companies and construction
materials companies in Quebec — those
that get the major contracls -also tend to
be foreign-backed. For example, the hugest
sharcholder in Genstar Ltd., an ostensibly
Canadian company. is La Société Générale
de Belgique, a Belgian corporate giant that
“controls onefifth of all Belgian indus-
try."* Genslar, which recently purchased the
Abbey Glen Property Corp.. is *‘the largest
homebuilder in Canada” and “the No. 1
owner of developable land in all of urban
Canada.” A subsidiary, the Mimn Co.
Ltd.. isa major producer of cement for
highrises and highways, and the second-
biggest contractor on the extension of the
Montreal subway.

Aubin’s point is that outsiders, with few
ties and little accountability lo Montreal’s
citizens. do much of the changing of the
community. While these outsiders profit,
the benefit to the host community is
questionable. Some foreign investment may
be necessary. but Canada isteo dependent
on il. One of the problems caused by
massive foreign investment isthat it pushes
up the price of local teal estate. and may
upset the national growth pattern in the
community.

Comparatively little foreign money goes
into the industrial sector (which would
create more jobs for Canadians); most goes
into the development of property and
the building of highrise office blocks and
apartments. Aubin also points out that, of
the land development companies discussed
in this book. “*over 90 per cent of those
whose ownership can be traced have ties to
petroleum, automobile, auto parts or auto-
mobile raw material suppliers.” (For ex-
ample. La Saciété Générale de Belgique is
aso the biggest shareholder in Petrofina,)
He concludes that these foreign corpora
tions have **a vested interest in perpetuating
the public’s reliance on the private vehicle
—as well as high energy consumption and
the vast highway network which goes along
with it.”

Aubin goes into the question of municipal
and provincial debt involved in expanding
services to meet the needs of a growing city.
Again, the same global corporations re-
appear. In 1975 and 1976 Canada borrowed
more money in foreign bond markets than
my other country in the world. Interests —
largely European — that underwrite bond
issues often are aso involved localy
through land development or construction
companies. One of the underwriters of a
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$50-million bond issue floated by the
Montreal Urban Community in 1976 to
obtain more money for subway extension
was La Société Générale de Banque, an
affiliate of Seciété Générale de Belgique.

This book has a mumber of photographs,
maps. diagrams, and tables, that help the
reader follow the often intricate details of
corporaie entanglements. The material is
well-documented, with explanatory notes
and chapter-end footnotes. Unfortunately
there are anumber of small but annoying
typographica errors, and the material has
not all been consistently updeated.

The information presented in this book is
often startling, and appearsto justify the
comment on the jacket that “Montreal’s
elected officials are o a large extent the
pawns of international finance.” The author
suggests that while economic uncertainties
caused by the election of the PQ government
in November, 1976, Sowed foreign invest-
ments in Canada. thii has been on]y a
temporary pause. T O an independent
Quebec, foreign investment would be even
more important. O
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Grey Feathers, by Wenceslaus Horak,
illustrated by Jerry Huta, Three Trees Press,
28 pages, $5.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88823
004 4).

Tdof Y&, by
salia Scott, Guinness Publishing, 61

ges, $7.95 cloth (ISBN 0 919228 08 9)
nd 55.95 paper (ISBN 0 919223 10.0)

Journey to the Sun. by Yves 'I‘roendle,
Oolichan Books, 169 pages, $11.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 88982 008 2) and $4.95 paper
(ISBN 0 88982 006 6).

By SHEREE HAUGHIAN

IF THEHARITS of an average bookworm had
lo be recarded for statistics sake, the seribe
would have lo call attention to the consistent
inconsistency of the creature. In the mom-
ing, reality is caught and harnessed by the
latest how-to of personal fulfilment and
self-actualization. By afternoon, the reins
are thrown |0 the wind -the spirit gallops
off to Austen’s society of mannexs or to the
science-fiction salamander that drained
Lake Winnipeg.

Theee children’s books about thecustoms
and beliefs of native peoples suggest that
pubhshers assume that thiioffhand eclecti-
cism gels passed, like genes for ted hair.
from one generation to the next. Although it
would be loo smplistic #e say that any of the
trio fits tightly into dots labelled pure
escapism or stark realism. each has its
loyalties.

The ethereal buoyancy of Hula S illustra-
lions makes Grey Feathers a natural for
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election into the flying carpet set of The
Arabian Nights and Peter Pan. Short
enough to be a bedtime soother, the story
mythologizes Grey Feathers as & kind of
Good Witch of the Western World. There
are no weighty moral connotations to choke
the imagination. Like the seasons she
follow's, this pari-goose, parnt-woman | s
sheer whimsy. The magic is in her presence
rather than her wisdom.

From First Moon 0 End of Year by
Rosalia Scott brings insights about Indian
cultureto children in adifferent way. While
the bock does allude to the natural world's
cycle. acting as a native’s calendar. it does
$o with methodical pregision rather than
mythical zest. Blight-Day, the Lillooet boy
the reader accompanies throngh the year, is
just another forefen face from 2 supplemen-
tary social-studies manual we might have
had flung at us many moons ago during our
ovn childhood. Vaguely educational and
decidedly dull.

Journey to the Sun, a novel based on
Iroquois myths. pulls the polarities to-
gether, 1t recalls a eultural past when myth,
and science, and realism, and escapism,
weren't sectioned into smug catch-alls for
flailing critics, when knowledge was the
sum totem of expecience.

To thiswell-integrated world view,
Troendle adds the choicest scraps of exist-
ing literature. The familiar quest theme is
played cut by four youths who do knightly
combat with monsters and rescue fuir dam-
sels. While journeying to unravel life’s
greatest mysteries, the travellers bide, like
Chaucer’s pilgrims, over tales and deeds of
lesser import. The novel dances from fun-
damentals to’ frivolity. without skipping a
beat.

Still. books that take the cosmos by the
horns can deaden reader interest, particu-
larly when the reader is under 12, The main
characters help deliver Journey to the Sun
from this evil. They are just curious little
boys capable of squabbling, exaggerating
their worth. and grumbling about their
destiny.

In short, they are perfect Canadian
heroes. O

Fuguist from
I Ching gang

Glenn Gould: Musie & Mind, by
Geoffrey Payzant, Nostrand Reinhold, 192
pages., $11.95 cloth ASBNO 442298021).

By JULIE WASILEWSKI

AT 12 vEARS OLD, Glenn Gould walked onto
the stage for his first public performance.
His playing was acclaimed as having “the
fearless authority and finesse of & master,”
Geoffrey Payzant in Glenn Gowld: Music &
Mind sets out to reveal the manand mind
SO Books in Canada, Oclober, 1878
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behind this “giant musical intelligence”
and the effort results in a thought-provoking
book.

The introductory chepter is mainly a
biographical sketch of the pianist's early
years. HOwever it'snotthestory of Gould's
personat development as a mar and as a"
artist; rather, it's a string of isolated events
that constitute the musician’s public life.
With such scant knowledge of the man,
Payzant then attempts to acquaint thereader
with the working of Gould’s mind.

Teaching musical aesthetics atthe U of T
may make Payzemt, as the blurb claims,
“‘uniquely qualified to write this bock.”
But it may also causehim to **force Gould's
thought into theoretical contexts which it
might not fit" — something Payzant is
aware of and would lii toavoid. He
doesn’t always succeed. Throughout he
repeatedly discusses his subject in such
terms as *‘obsessional artistic personality,"’
*attitude of healthy indifference,”’ **classi-
cal artistic disposition.”

These are minor quibbles given the
book’s overall interest and insight. Payzant
is illuminating on such subjects as Gould’s
*new philosophy®’ (a philosophy of record-
ing) and his 'sbandonment of the stage, the
notion *that genius flourishes in solitude,”
the competition among musicians and the
circus-like atmosphere that prevails in pub-
lic performing, and, most interesting of all,

first impressions

the fascinating conceptof “ecstasy”:

Art shares with prophecy the capacity to
serve a5 a mirror to those who contemplate
it.. . What does one find?. . . The inner
vulnersble secrets of the artist.... Or
pethaps . .. a revelation of the cosmos or
Divine Truth or of the human condition. . . .
Ecstasy is a delicate thread binding logether
music, performance, performer and listener
IN a web of shared awareness of innerness.

Payzant gives the reader an awareness of
more than Gould. He quotes Kant,
Stokowski, Storr, LeMoyne, Rubinstein
and many mote whose habits, work, or
thoughts. have an affinity with the subject’s.
The point of these juxtaposlitions is to show
that, while a musieian may need isolation to
create and can claim “ his abilities and his
achievements are hi own and nobody
else’s,” the artistic experience is nota
unique experience limited to a few
“greats.” It is accessible to all who choose
to pursue the path.

But scanning tie footnotes and bibliog-
raphy, one wonders if the book has been
thoroughly researched. Payzant relies heav-
ilyon newspaper and magazine articles for
information about Gouid. There are enough
Facts fora story. enough theories for a
conjecture, enough comments for a porirait,
but stilt not enough insight for an analysis of

.the musician’s mind. 4

by Sandra Martin

Fine old distilled history and a
first novelist already in a rut

NOBODY EVER SAID the old ma” couldn't
write. One might disagree with the ad-
vocacy of the Laurentian thesis or quibble
with his primacy of 8ir John A. Macdonal,
but Donald Creighton, at 76. remains the
most litarate historian in the country. Now
he has mmed to fiction and in his first novel
Takeover (McClelland & Stewart. 196
pages, $12.95 ¢loth) his concerns are the
same pre-occupations that have dominated
his leng and distinguished career as a
political. and economic historian: anti-
Americanism, conservatism, and Canadien
economic development.

He is writing about the Starts, whisky
distillers who can trace their Loyalist roots
back before the American Revolution and
their company through four generations cf
proud and canny businessmen. The bock
opens in (he mid-1960s with Richard Stuart,
prosperous, middle-aged, and bored, look-
ing for a way cut of the family harness. He
wants to retire and enjoy himself but there is
nobody to succeed him at Stuart & Kilgour,
for his children are shown neither aptitude
nor inclination and his other relatives are
aged er otherwise occupied. Salvation
knocks ic the personof a smooth-talking
gentleman from Kentucky named James L.

~
1

Pettrigrew who offers to buy Stuart &
Kilgour For $50 million. Sttart refuses to
sell unless he has the unanimous support of
each of the Family shareholders; in the
process much is revealed about the integrity
and ruthless sdf-interest of this disting-
uished Canadian family. Ceighton writes
elegantly and he draws his characters with a
fine and sure hand. The plot moves slowly
and in placestoo obvioudy. but these are
not serious.fanlts in a first novel. He has a
good Feel forhorroranda fine appreciation
of evil and 1, for one. lock forward to his
next piece of fiction.

x ¥ A

THIS TALE ABOUT a young woman and her
pig farm in central Alberta won the $50,000
prize in the M a S/Bantam first-novel
competition. To promote Aritha van Herk's
Judith (McClelland & Stewast, 190 pages,
$10 cloth), Jack McCldland held a Judith-
calling contest in which every appropriately
named Canadian woman could writein for a
free autographed copy. He must have
glanced at the advance orders and antici-
pated remainders for this is a mean-spirited
and tedious book.

There should be aword that is the |
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Macmillan of Canadae —
For the Best In Fiction and Poetry

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
Alice Munro

This new work by the author of Lives of Girls and Women
and Dance of the Happy Shades isa collection of inter-
connected short stories. some of which have been published
previously in The New Yorker, Viva, and Ms. Othersare
original. and none have been published in book form be-
fore. These stories brilliantly explore the relationships and
emotions of women with the unique sensitivity and per-
ception inherent in Alice Munro’s writing. $9.95 November

NO MAN’S MEAT and THE ENCHANTED PIMP
Morley Callaghan

These two novellas about a perverse marital mfidelity, and
an ‘entrepreneur’ who becomes obsessed with an aristrocra-
tic ‘employee’ show the author’s astounding powers as a
noveligt intwo different periods almost fifty years apart.
89.95 November )

THE EAGLE AND THE RAVEN

Pauline Gedge

By the author of the best-selling Child of the Morning. this
stunning romantic saga of first century Britain brings to life
three generations of Celts who fought and loved with equal
intensity, united against the Roman invaders. $12.95
November

M Macmillan

a4
THE LEFT-HANDED SPIRIT
Ruth Nichols

This beautiful work of historical fiction is the story of the
abduction of a young woman, herjourney with her abductor
across the ancient world from Rome to China. and the
blossoming of a strange and moving love. $9.95 November

PRISONER

Linda Pyke

These poems, frankly autobiographical and intensely erotic.
describe the moving and unusual love between a young

woman and aman in prison for murder. $4.95 papa
Published

THE GHOSTS CALL YOU POOR
Andrew Suknaski
The poet delvesinto Canadian history to capture the voices

of early explorers and seitlersin poetry that is accurate and
haunting. $5.95 paper Published

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street, Toronto M5B 1X3
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opposite of misogynist, for it would de-
scribe the heroine perfectly. At 23 Judith
Pierce turns her back on the city life she
embraced so eagerly a few years earlier and
buys a pig farm. The move is financed partly
by her inheritance (her parents having died
conveniently in atragiccarcrash) and partly
by her savings from her job asa secretary. It
is prompted by her disgust at the affair she is
conducting with her boss and froma
neurotic need to pay homage tc the memory
of her dead father-in histime one of the
province's best pig farmers.

Judith disappesars from the city without
either a backward nod ora forwarding
address and she spurns alf efforts et country
hospitality. Like every good Harlequin
heroine, Judith camouflages her grief be-
hide patina of icy pdde end suppresses her
loneliness in the exhaustion of hard physical
labour. Eventually Judith allowsa grudging
friendship with a neighbour, but she scorn-
fully rejects the woman's husband end her
threa attractive end eligible sons. Unlike a
Harlequin. Judith is pretentious. replete
with clumsy symbolism and rushing flash-
backs. Worst of all fora bock of this genre,
tbe heroine never comes tc her senses and

marries the bcy on the next farm and lives
happily ever after. No, Judith uses her farm
bcy the way one of her precions sows uses
the hired boar and once her lust has been
satiated, Judith dismisses her swain end
opts for the pigs. Let them rut together.

* k¥

1T 13 STRANGE that Canadian lilerature, itself
an amalgam of so many diffuse strains and
influences, should boast so few novels
about the immigrant experience. | don’t
mean Stories about English-speaking peo-
ples, but books about Italians, Greeks,
Ukrainians, or Hungarians, peoples to
whom the language and the customs as well
as the wretched climate are not only strange
but incomprehensible.

The Italians by F. G. Paci (Oberon
Press, 205 pages, $15 cloth and $6.95
paper) is a good novel about an Italian
family named Gaetano and their lifein
Marionville, one of the countless-northern
mill towns where life isas predictable es
getting drunk after the hockey game on
Saturday eight. The conflict is between the
parents who are both unable and unwilling
tc abandon their heritage for the mores of
the new country and their three children
caught hatfway between the old and new
worlds, trapped between love far their
parents and scomn for their ways. The
children belong in neither place and The
Italians is about their attempt tc find a
middle-ground. The author was himself

born in Italy, but he was raised in Sault Ste.
Marie, Ont., where he is now a school-
teacher — pood experience for such a novel.

* & %

HELEN KERKEMOS s a private dyke. She is the
strong siTent type who ‘likes her“liquor hard
and her women soft? She thinks fast, drives
a mean van, and always pets her person. A
Reason to Kill (PaperJacks, 186 pages,
$1.95) written by Eve Zaremba isa mystery
thriller about the disappearance and murder
of a homosexual teenager. It's adequate
entertainment for a summer cottage oracity
bathroom.

* % =

DAVID WATMOUGH is a prolific writer of
short stories, plays, and mono-dramas; his
presence. like his book, isenly technically
acceptable in tbe first-novel column. No
More into the Garden: The Chronicles of
Davey Bryant (Doubleday. 207 pages,
$8.95 cloth) isa seriesof sharply palpable
incidents hdd together by a brief and rather
vague narrative in which the author, David
Watmough, tries tc reach the Davey Bryant
of his stories. The book is about a retum to
innocence = the Cornish garden of
David/Davey’s youth — a haven that the
selfish, egotistical, end licentious
Watmough/Bryant can never regain. Wat-
mough has a good ear for dialogue and a
keen eye. but his self-pitying tone coupled
with his solipcism are inevitably grating.

_ |v|e & H:lla Jaeoby
. i ! THE LAND OF ISRAEL

{ In174 colour photographs, taken in every corner of
| lsrael, the Jacobys create 8 complete photographic
impression of Jewish civilization, revealing @ country
; thatisvivid and beautiful, with not only a unique

| past, but also en exciting future.

“TKenneth Clark

$47.95

Right Livelihood and Simple Living

i workthousandahdependent, but

8j8y wheistee in common

colour-throughout
{Cloth $17.95;

THE BRIARPATCH BOOK EXperiencesin  } s

HENRY MOORE DRAWINGS

;The drawings cover a period of over 50 years and record
Moore’s discovery of the human figure and his eountless
ideas for sculpture. Among the more than 300 illustra-
tions are the famous drawings made in the London air-
raid shelters in 1940-41, and those of miners at work in
his native Yorkshire.
i Paperbound $17.50

304 illustrations, 40 in colour

rrSa—. -— ™,

! The Briarpatch is a San Francisco based net-
interdependent, business people across the
living and find reward from serving people
busingss. This book is a compilation of

the first eight volumes of the Briarpatch Rdvi

Paper

89.7

PR

Tennyson Schsd and Ire Shaplro

AND ILLUSTRATION

annual publication.
CIoTh $35.95; Paper $23.95

!
: AMERICAN SHOWCASE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

. Presents the top current talent of American photo-

I graphers and graphic artiste available today. This
book will show what has happened. and what can

" happen in the world of commercial artistry. An

730 photos, 672 in colour

] o —————

SR e ke A

20 Paper $8.50; Cloth $14.50

WORLD OF ART LIBRARY SERIES

A series of titles that range throughout the entire field of
art in all its aspects, Its aim is to present books on the main
periods, cultures and artists, from the ancient wqud tc the
most current movements. Recently published volumes

em:

CONCISE HISTORY OF AVANT GARDE MUSIC

GREEK SCULPTURE Paper $8.580; Cloth $1675
VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE Paper $8.50; Cloth $78.75
CUBISM Paper $8.50 SURREALISM Paper $8.50
_DADA Art and Anti-Art Paper $8.50

]

The above titles are now published and available from your
local bookseller

prsssanatectn Aharar wnrs

{OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS)
70 Wynford Drive
Don Mills, Ontario M3C 1J9
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by Morrls Wolie

||

Sasquatch and sauerkraut, with Senate
salad, Italian dressing, and Gaelic bread

NOBODY,  COULD have sworn, made saver-
Lxaut the way my father did or ate it in the
same weird combinations With other foods.
But I’'m wrong. It turns out that Captain
Cock and his men did. So I'm informed by
Sailors & Sauerkraut, excerpts from the
journals of Captain Cock’s expeditions
(edited by Barbara Burkhardt, Barrie
McL ean. and Deris Kochanek, Gray's Pub-
lishing Ltd.. 199 pages, $4.95). Saver-
Iwvaut. It seems. IS great for nreventing
scurvy, and thisfascinating and handsomely
produced book-books from this publisher
are dwaySwell-made = includes & number
of scrumptious sauerkraut recipes. Like the
one for **sauerkraut with buckwheat
porridge.™ This recipe, according tc Cap
tain Cock. is especialy good with sour
eream; my father. I'm sure, would agree.

I

ALL oF us prefer things te be nice and
simple. We want to know that energy
derived from nuclear reactors iS a good
thing. Or a bad thing. Aristotelian thinking,
Alfred Korzybski would say. \What wedon't
want to know iS that we don’t know which.
Or that it may be both good and bad in equal
measute. That's why Critical Choice:
Nuclear Power in Canada: The Issues
Rehind the Headlines by Charles Law and
Ron Glen (Corpus. 161 Bleer Sereet West,
Toronto, 268 pages. $10.50) gmhably
won't get the kind of attention it deserves.
It'stwo dispassionate.

= U %

The Canadian Senate: A Lobby from
Within by Celin Campbell (Macmillan,
184 puges, $5.95) offers the best overview
I've Seen of Canada's UpPer House. It dlso
offers extremely compelling arguments for
its abolition. Only rarely. says Campbell.
has the Senaté protected provincial and
regional interests in the way intended by the
Fathers of Confederation. |nstead, the Sen-
ate has for the most part functioned oli-
garchically, protecting Canada’s **proper-
tied interests’ by chalenging. delaying.
and amending legislation passed by the
House of Commons. A timely book.
F F

THE ONLY THING wrong with Conada’s
Lost Blays: Volume | The Nineteenth
Century edited by Anter Wagner and
Richard Plant ¢Canadian Theatre Review
Pablicafions, York University, 223 pages,
$6.95 paper) is its title. The fslve
19th-century comedies included here have
been “'lost™ only in the sense that they have

not heretofore been available to a lacge
audience. Forthcoming in this Series are
collections entitied Women Pioneers. Plays
afthe Depression. Experimental Plays, and
war Plays.

LA I

JoHN GREBN, WhO brought us On the Track
of the Sasquaich, Year of the Sasquatch,
and The Sasquasch File. has done it again.
Now we have Sasguatch: The Apes
Among Us (Hancock House, 492 pages,
$14.95). This book, like all Hancock House
baoks, is shoddily produced. Green's
tedious recital of the evidence convinces
me, for one, that there is sech a thing as a
Sasquatch. But who would have thought it
C:')ﬁd all be so boring?

F Wk

1 ExPECTED Niegla Schaefer's Does She
Know She's There? (Fitzhenry & White
side, 235 pages, $9.95) tc be maudlin. After
all, it concerns Schaefer and her professor
husband coming tC terms witha severely
retarded daughter and deciding tc lock after
her themselves. Schaefer dees afine job of
steering clear Of self pity and mawkishness
in this well-written bock.

*it*

THE HANDsOMEST DOCK |'ve seen in a while
is From the Farthest Hebrides (edited by
Donald Fergusson, Macmillan. 321 pages,
519.95). From the Farthest Hebrides
tescues from oblivion 108 Gaelic folk
songs. The words (in English and Gaglic),
music and social b of each of the songs
is presented, much of it in beautiful caltig-
raphy. Given thequality of this book (and its
gmlted sales potential) a real bargain at
19.95.

L I

I wANTED TO |like Roman Candles: An
Anthology of Poems by Seventeen Italo-
Canadian Poets (edited by Pier Giorgio Di
Cicco, Hounslow Press. 85 pages, $4.95).
After all, wc haven't yet had in Canadian
literature a clear sense of what it's like from
tbe inside o be Greek or Ifalian cc Portu-

Ry
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STILT JACK is the last cycle of
poems, based on the Persian
ghaza! form,completed by John
Thompson before his death in
1976: powerful reflections on the
New Brunswick landscape, the -
nature of love, and the tragic
process of living.

Poemy for which Canadian letters can
offer neither precedent norequal. . .
GLOBE & MAIL

This Is a fine book and a fine
memorial .QUILL & QUIRE

An imporiant, affecting book of poems,
the cruclal fast testament of & poet who
deserves increasing recognition for what
he has achieved. . . . BOOKSIN
CANADA '

-

HEAVEN is Don Domanski's
second book. Hi first, THE
CAPE BRETON BOOK OF THE
DEAD, announced the arrival of
an important new talent:

A bright newcomer fp Canadian
poerry. . BOOKSINCANADA

Excellent poems. . MONTREAL
GAZETTE

A fine firs: book of poems.-. . .
THOMSON NEWS SERVICE

A bogk which deserves tg beread. . . .
HAMILTON SPECTATOR

In HEAVEN. the promise of
Domanski’s first collection is
more than fulfilled. These are
compassionate. beautifully- .
crafted poems, exploring love,
death, grief, and the comforts

and torments of heaven.
&
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guese or East Indian and living here. But to
judge by this book we hayve to wait a while
yet far an Italian Irving Layton. Oh, there’s
the odd line that stays witk one — Filippo
Salvatore, for instance, writes in “Three
Poems For Giovanni Cabeta™; “Giovanni.
they erected you a monument. fbut they
changed your name; here | they call you
John.” Mostly, however, the poems are
much too misty-eved for my liking, full of
sentimental talk about construction-worker
fathers ag in Sam D"Agostine’s *‘] should
leave poems fand this Ianguage and /I should
blow upfall the sub-divisions | he carried
cement for.” (What's so bad 2bout carrying
buclets of cement?) Full Mo of lamenta-
tions for loved ones left behind. Vincento
Albanese writes: “| did not give you
flowers,/I only gave you love,/because | had
so much,/and you know/1I did not want it
all,for I'd have a partyfof cheese and
wine,/and get drunk | among the broken
bottles.” Sigh.

Ersays on Philosophy and the Classics by
John Stuart Mill (edited by J. B. Robson,
U of TPress, 578 pages, $35)is Volume XI
of the Collccted Works of John Stuart Mill.
F. E. Sparshott’s intellient and witty intro-
ductton IS a delight to read. Mill, he tells us,
liked to boast of his open-mindedness; but
based on the essays in this book. Sparshott
says, his “claim seems hardly justified.”
Sparshott points out, for instance, that

“Mill is not prepared to discover that
Plato"s thoughts are other and better than his
own.” Like the rest of us, Mill prefers *'to

off some import

say that Plato has ‘failed to grasp’ a point on
which they are at odds.” O

From New Delhi to New York via
Phraxos, with Kipling, Fran, and Fowles

The Strange Ride of Rudyard Kipling. by
Angus Wilson, Seeker & Warburg (Col-
lins), illustrated. 370 pages, $19.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 436 57516 7). Writing a book
about a literary giant of Joseph Rudyard
Kipling's stature can be fairly compared
with. say, the task of producing a one-
volume critique of the life and works of
William Shakespeare or a “reader’s digest™
of the King James Bible. Yet Mr. Angus
Wilson addresses himself 10 this Herculean
assignment with a scholarly thoroughness
that is highly impressive. His more than 300
pages of carefully researched biographical
material (including quotations from unpub-
lished work) are graphicatly illustrated with
rare and interesting photographs and draw-
ings. Despite this, Mr. Wilson somehow
gives the impression that his interest in his

subject is academic rather than empathelic,
and there is little indication of any deep
feeling for the power and beauty of
Kipling’s verse or his prescient vision.

The title of the book suggests there is
some parallel between Rudyard Kipling's

life and the experiences of the principal -

character in one of his earlier stories “The
Strange Ride of Mormrewbie Jukes.”” It is
difficult to see why ~ ““less it be that life
itself isa strange ride for everybody,
Kipling included. Angther Kipling master-
piece, “Debits and Credits,”" might also
furnish g symbolic title since Mr. Wilson
has a tendency o enter debits of adyerse
opinion against each credit of commenda-
tion. '
But, having said this, itbehoves usnow to
hand Angus Wilson a couple of credits in

New From FOUR WINDS
Two From Mercer Mayer

Four Winds Press is delighted to present two colourful new books —
one written and one illusirated by the multi-talented Mercer Maye

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Retold by Merienne Mayer. Illustrated by

Mereer iYlayer.

Withsimple, flowinglanguage, MariannaMayer magically
retells one of the world’s best-loved fairy tales. Absolutely
enchanting full-colour illustrations give thii book an
evocative and mystical quality that readers of all ages
will cherish. $9.95.

APPELARD AND LIVERWURST

By Mercer Mayer. Hlustrated by Steven Kellogg.
Appelard is a poor farmer from Cyclone County: poor
because the cyclone of ‘65 blew his ploughing mole away.
So it's a happy day when another cyclone delivers a e e
baby “rhinosterwurst.” Steven Kellogg's full-colour
flustrations bring the story hilariously to life. Ages 5-8.
$9.75.

Four Winds Press — a part of SCHOLASTIC

123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 3G5b s
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quick succession: the first for his fascinating
acconnt of the joys and sorrows of Rudyard
Kipling's four-year sgjourn in the U.S,, his
marriage to Caroline Balestier of \Vermont.
and bis warm friendship with such eminent
Americans as Teddy Roosevelt and Mark
Twin (with whom he received an Honorary
Degree fram Oxford in 1907); tbe second
for his lucid writing on the subject of
Kipling’salmest magical perception of the
hearts of children. He loved and understood
children and was understood by them.
Credit where credit is due; when Mr.
Wilson is good he is very. very good!

Not so goad, however. is the way in
which be abtrudes his own political likes
and didikes into the structure of his story.
Lessor Mr. Wilson’s political jdeas and
morereminders of Kipling's incomparable
rhyming and prose style would make for
smoother reading. Mr. Wilson tends to
equate ardour with“violence’ and realism
with *‘brutality.’* Thurston Hopkins in his
book Rudvard Kipling: The Steryof a
Genins says of Kiplii’s philosophy, “Let
anyone who has recklessly accused the
writer of brutality or crudeness read (or
re-read) ‘ The Story of Muhammad Din,’ or
“Without Benefit of Clergy® or ‘' The Cen-
version of Saint Wilfrid®,"”

Admittedly the muiti-faceted talent of a
literacy colossps such as Rudyard Kipling
presents a problem to biographers; the
subject isjust too big. Here wasa man
supremely in touch not only with his own
time but also. through those flashes of
prophecy that illuminate so much of hi
work, with the future. Notwithstanding
Wilson's anti-Imperial bias, unprejudiced
readers of his book may welk conclude that
in the hindsight of recent history. had
Kipling's ideas and ideals prevailed in their
day, the wor|d would be all the better for it
now,

Nevertheless The Strange Ride of
Rudyard Kipling is well worth reading
because it is highly informative about the
life of a great man-even though the baok is
not, in the deepest and best sense of the
vrord, interpretative. The author ends his
book with thewords: “He [Kipling] did so
many things very well indeed that the
greatest novelists neversaw to do. It secures
him a sure place in Olympus.” Agreed,
well and good, and Amen to that.

—\WALTER ], REEVES

Metropolitan Life, by Fran Lebowik,
Datton (Clarke [rwin). 177 pages. $10.75
cloth (ISBM 0 525 15562 7). A self-
appointed trend-squelcher, Fran Lebowik
isa sardonic and often devagtatingly funny
columnist for such disparate magazines as
Mademoiselle and Andy Warhol’s
Interview. Conservative by nature. she is
against house plants, digital clocks, Muzak,
mood jewellery, Ms. magazine, pop
psychology. meost shades of green, bad
grammar, Erica Jong, leisure suits. and
virtually anything donein groups. She
writes, mainly in aphorisms, about coping
with lifein New York City (which she
loves) and the problems of retaining one's

sanity, integrity, and individuality when
surrounded by a solid mass of rendies,
Saks, and crypto-literates.

At 27 shewrites with the bitter whimsy of
W. C. Fields and the venomous insight of
Dorothy Parker. Unlike them, she guzzles
Perrier water not booze — an addiction
surpassed only by her consumption of
vantage cigarettes. Her e ar e some typical
Lebowilz pronouncements:

Citizen's Band radio renders one accessible
toa wide variety of people from all walks of
life. Ttshould not be forgotten that all walks
of life inclede conceptual artists, dry clean-
as. and living poets.

If your sexual fantasies were truly Of
interast 1o others they wouldn’t be fan-
lasies.

Your right to weara mint-green polyester
leisure suit ends where it meets my eye.

.Humourists such as Lebowik are best read

in snatches, in weekly or monthly doses.
Collected, the columns lose some of their
punch and most of their surprise. They don't
become predictable, but the edge is sof-
tened.

With the publication of Metrapolitan
Life, Lebowitz has gone from undergronnd
cult figure to instant celebrity. She has even
appeared on TV talk shows — untii recently
one of her pet bates. Indeed, Lebowik is
currently so popular she is in danger of
becoming a trend-a painful ivony for one
of her sensibilities.

—— SANDRA MARTIN

The Magus: A Revised Version. by John
Fowles, Little, Brown & Co., §56 pages,
$15.50 cloth_(ISBN 0 316 29092 0). The
original version of The Magus, published in
1965. was Fowles' first zovel, though it
appeared after The Collector. His sub-
sequent novels have been equally ambi-
tious, butalsosomewhat disappointing, asif
the tremendous energy needed to complete
The Magus left Fowles drained, written out,
as The Alexandria Quarter apparently left
Lawrence Dugrell. This return to his first
love. then, might be viewed with a certain
amount of suspicion, a rather shady collu-
sion between a publigsher and a spent
novelist, not unlike Derrell being sent back
to Egypt by the BBC. But the revision is
much more than a sales gimmick. Despite

T At T
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Fowles’ own protestations (‘I have taken
this somewhat unusual course not least
because . . . the book has aroused mere
interest than anything else | have written”).
and despite the hatchet job he did on the
novel when turning it into 2 flimsy filmscript
a few years ago, Fowles has obviously
returned to his magus with reverence.

What has be changed? Chapters 29
(Urfe's first conversation with the pseudo-
Lii and the story of de Denkans — which
seems, by the way, to bean early sketch of
The Collector) through '53 (Urfe’s en-
counter with the German soldiers) have
been almost entirely rewritten oOr
restructured, Urfie tumbles to Lily’s "*real"
identity more quickly. only to be duped
more quickly — and more mercilessly —by
Conchis. Urfe is dightly more inteligent.
Lily more alluring, and Conchis more
diabolical and. oddly enough. more human.
The many parallels with The Tempest have
been underscored and increased, with Urfe
emerging asa more credible cross between
Fexdinand and Caliban, Lily asboth M el
and Miranda. and Conchis asthe all-
controlling Prospero in his cell. Some of the
earlier erotic scenes have been made more
explicit. primarily in response to the
changed sexual coded Bat The Magus was
originally conceived to bring about. In one
scene, Urfe’s last meeting with Julie. ex-
plicitness has weakened the effect: in the
first ver sion their **affaire’” is never con-
summated; that it is now makes the ensuing
trial scene. well, anti-climactic.

Although roughly the same [ength as the
original. the revised version leaves almost
nothing out, and much has been added. It is
at the same time more complex and more
accessible: a dozen years of mulling and
fiddling by one of this generation’s best
novelists over one of civilization's most
recurrent themes - the chasm between
illusion and reality that is constantly being
bridged by art — has resulted in a waork of
permanent significance.

—WAYNE GRADY
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on/off/set

by A. F. Morltz

Surrealists thrive, naturalists bud,
and social ‘realists keep socializing

MICHAEL BULLOCK'S Black Wings of
Death (Fiddlehead, 72 pages) and Roy
Kiyooka®s The Fountainebleau Dream
Machire (Coach House. 60 pages. 54) ate
witness t0 the continued vitality of sur-
realism in Canada. And they ar e further
similar in that both authors seem open tc
Eastern influences: Bullock to the com-
pression of Chinese poetry; Kiyooka tc
the paradox and playfulness of Eastern
wisdom.

Kiyooka's is a finely produced bwk
combining surreal colleges with texts sug-
gested by or interpreting them. Al first
Iiyaaka's choice of images and materials
seems random. insignificant. But cumula-
tivcly there frail, whimsical, yet strangely
serioustests develop new suggestions
within the surrealist message of uncon-
sclous creativity. The subtitle of the collec-
tion.“ 12, Frames from a Book of
Rhbetorie,” leads one tc look forward to the
complete work.

Daspite smilarities, Bullock’s work is so

digtinct from Kiyocka's that tbe two books
together prove the futility of attempts to take
surrealism as 2 finished and definable
phenomenon. Kiyooka composes riddling.
punning, and allusive meditations while
Bullock’s medium is the pure surrealist
image delivered in classical grammar and
smply lyric form. Wher e Kiyooka evokes
the floating, secuse adventure of tbe dream,
Bullock confronts violence and nothing-
ness, His characteristic style is propelled by
phantasmagoria, though heis also capable
of a lovely, fantastical pastoralism. The
lyric is rigorous, and among tbe several
perfect and many exciting poems here, there
are others tbat are flawed by cliché and
a wooden versification, especially in
Bulleck’s shorter lines.

Surreglism may be alive in Canada. but
there are few **swrealists.” |t iSclear from
reading The Poet’s Progress (Coach
House, 56 pages, $4) that David M cFadden
is one of our best poets who owes much tc
the genre. His ability “to see a mosque in

dreamspeaker
Cam Hulbert

Two stories in one haunting book:
Dreamspeaker, about a troubled
young boy and awise old Indian,
which was an Award-Winning

CBC-TV drama;

Tem Eyos Ki, a passionate narrative
on the Indian Land Claims question.

PREXOXOK

Don’t miss it. $10.95.
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place of a factory”* is only one of the
ingredients of this impressive long poem.

The Poet’'s Progress isa meditation on
the impermeability of the world to human
tbwght. a sorrow that might be compen-
sated for by man’s role as an integral part of
his world. McFadden engages this theme of
“knowing'® versus “being” with charac-
teristic concreteness, vividness, wit. and
supple magtery of idiom.

Toronto now is so full of peoples and
classes, coincidences and signs. energy and
netivity, that it ought tc have a poetry of its
own. The Universe Ends at Sherbourne
& Queen by Ted Plantos (Steel Rall
Educational Publishing; 128 paged. 510.95
cloth, 55.95 paper) isa pioneer effort in that
diition. Or perhaps it is& stroke of social
realism aimed at tbe new bour geois metrop-
olis.

In any case. Plantos’ work has the
qualities of both pioneer poetry end sacial
realism. Extremely smple end uniform in
outlook, deseriptive, unpolished, often
etude in expression; it pays no particular
attention either to contemporary writing or
to tbe range and potential of language. Thus
it is often wooden, off-putting in its clumsi-
ness and failures of tone. However, credit
must be given to Plantos® knowledge of,
concem for, and vivid depiction of the poor
and outcast of Toronto's Cabbagetown.

Brian Fawcett’s Creatures of State
(Talonbooks, 126 pages. $5.95) and Brian
Henderson's The Expanding Room (Black
Moss, 93 pages, $3.95) reflect the work
being done by younger poetsin en effort tc
forge a purely Canadian idiom, an idiom
tbat appeals to the facts of natare whileit
attempts tc cope with medem social and
psychalogicat realities.

Fawcett’s work. firmly rooted in land-
scape, townscape. end personal experi-
ences, expands into a well-earned and
genuine visionary criticism of the deadly
contradictions within society. It is easy tc
read about these things and repeat them. es
many poets do today. For Fawcett, the
knowledge rises directly from the contrast
between thevast cleanness of nature and our
throwaway Settlements, between man's in-
tellectual heritage and the use he makes of it
— contraststhat Faweett scemstc feel
viscerally.

The title poem of Henderson's collection
describes how, in imagination, “*our living
mom grows Wide es wind*'; the furniture
becomes forest, theceiting sky, and hesees
wolves pulling down a young caribou
behind a sofa. This is Henderson’s typical
strategy. Those facts tha can be related to
nature, ia its purity and innocent violence
are seen as real. while psyenological or
social factsare transformed into nataral
ones. Yet the human ego remains present,
sometimes refteshed, sometimes shattered
by the wilderness within it. Henderson's
writing has a nervous energy, though it
seems et times perfunctory. Many of the
poems lack a distinction of style and
resemble tbe standard one-page periodical

*



poem too much. But potential and some-
times accomplishment are to be found here.

Diosporas (Mosaic Press/Valley Edi-
tions, 127 pages. $4.95 paper, 55.95 cloth)
is Seymour Mayne's 10th collection of
poetry since 1964. Despite this tireless
labour, the Muse — an ungrateful goddess

interviev

- has seldom favoured him. Here, es-
pecially in such shorter poems as *Amster-
dam.” he achieves gome notable successes.
Butin general, thisvolume often displays an
ungainly way with words,a tendency to
moralize imagery, and a grandiloquence
that makes it difficult to enjoy..0

by Marion McCormick

n |

Why Louis Dudek thinks Modernism
remains the central question in the arts

LOUIS DUDEK was born in Montreal 60 years
apo and has been a major literary force in
Canada for much of his adult life = both as
a poet and as a patron of poets. In 1943 he
joined John Sutherland and Irving Layton in
editing First Statement and he was editor of
Delta from 1957 until it ceased publication
in 1966. He now lectures in Canadian and
Europzan literature at McGill University,
where Marion McCormick tracked him
down to ask his views on the contemporary
scene:

Books in Canada: Is there a Montreal
group, meaning an Anglo- Montreal group,
as there was in the 1940s with the First
Statement group?

Louis Dudek: Oh sure. Montreal is
peculiurly a centre. | feel it's back to about
what it was in the 1940s. There’s a sufficient
numbear cf poets at the Véhicule Gallery
with Ken Norris at’the centre, and some
others in the colleges. people like David
Solway and Michael Harris and others.
They're nat of one school. They write
different ways. But Montreal is again a
place that critics would want to look at to
ywrite setlously about poetry.

BIC: What causes a group to form?

Dudel: A group forms because they are
paople of @ mind, obviously. It's a very
intense experience. When a few people
come together and their ideas and emotions
start to combine. the impact is much greater
than the sum of the individuals. The Tish
group in Vancouver was like that from 1961
on. They changed Canadian poetry, and the
Véhicule Gallery group is partly related to
them. It's the same aesthetic. So, the
fundamental question: What happens when
a group comes together? It comes down to
what happens when nations are formed, or
religions. When groups of human beings
come together, they form akind of psychic
power that other people feel.

BIC: It seems to e that sometimes groups
Jerm for reasons of mutwal protection.

Dudelk: That doesn’t apply here. There’s
something positive that brings them to-
gether und makes them enjoy each other’s

company and each other’'s work, to talk
about what they'redoing and quarrel among
themselves, because thar's always there. As
time goes on, the quarrelling becomes more

‘significant than the thing that holds them

together, and then they split apart. Don't
you think that's therule -the way that Tish
now is dispersed all over Toronto and
elsewhere, the way that First Statement was
dispersed in 1947?

BiC: You just get tired of each other?

Dudek: No. Essentially unique differences
between individuals are what cause the
quarrels. There are quarrels between all
sorts of people. but between writers the
quarrels are based on temperamental dif-
ferences and differences of approach to
reality and the craft they're working at.
Eventually these become dominant. A Lay-
ton is different from a Dudek, and they
cannot really work together beyond a cer-
tain point in their development. And that
Ifappens with each of these groups.

BiC: They become destructive.

Dudek: Destructive cf the group, and
maybe there’s a letdown in the period aftera
group has broken apart. The important
movement for modern poetry that we’re all

Y

Louis Dudek

involved with is Imagism. It dispersed itself
after about three years in England — from
about 1912to 1915. Then itvanished. It was
the. customto' say that it wasn't very
important. but lately we'vebegunto see that
that was the central movement that pro-
pelled all. But that movement had te split
up, and was judged unimportant after it
split.

BiC: How is one group judged e
important, another no:?

Dudek: It's obvious when a movement is
important. The movement becomes impor-
tant when where is areality behind it. Tish is
important because it imported into Canada a
kind of poetry that grew cut of acentral line
of Mcdemism — in Olson and Creeley and
Duncan and others-and it changed all the
young writers in Canada as a result. Be-
cause the principle behind it is eomect. It's
the principle of authentic speech in relation
tocne's life and the particularsof existence.
It’s made for some lousy poetry, of course,
but the principle itself is sound. You know,
the central principle that makes for Modern-
ism in all the arts — experiment with the
medium —results in some bad painting and
some bad music and some impossible
poetry when it is carried to its ultimate
limits. That's one of my theories — though
I'm a Modernist — that Modernism canbe a
destructive process. But along the way. it
creates a lot of excitement and some
masterpieces — James Joyce’s Ulysses and
Eliot's Waste Land. But you can see that
The Waste Land. as a poem, is falling apart,
It's a poem that is really exploding and
becoming a chaos, not a poem in the sense
that Tennyson would have accepted.

The nature of Modemism in all the arts is
to me an absessive question. the central
question fer some time to come for wrilers
and thinkers. It's fashionable now with
Frank Davey and Warren Tallman and
others to talk about Modemism as finished.
They speak of this as the post-Modem
period. But that's not entirely hue. The
whole nature of the thing they're doing, the
post-Tishites, is Modernist, an extreme
form of modem experiment that dis-
integrates the poem.

BiC: Thar sounds sad.

Dudek: It's teo bad, but there’s a kind of
honesty that demands it. You want to get
close to life, to yourself, to the truth of
living, and you want that so very badly that
you will let go of the structure cf the poem.
It's a terrific desire to get the muh downon
the page.

BIC: Even af the expense of the poetry?

Dudek: They've given that up as mot being
the essential thing: and that's where they're
wrong, in my opinion. The objective poem
as agt object is something they are willing to
throw out — the idea of a poem as a work of

-art that will endure: That is something |

believe in like a religion, but they've lost it.
In a brief way, | would say that in
Canada. the generation of Bliss Carman,
Archibald Lampman, Charles G.D.
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Roberts, were trying to write a poem tbat
had stready been written, by Swinbume, by
Tennyson. The generation that A.M. Klein
belonged to. and Frank Scottand A.J:M.
Smith. were wying to write a poem that had
not bee” written. But they had agood notion
of what it was going to be — a madern
poem. Now the present generation does’*1
have any conception of the ideal poem they
want t0 produce. They do have very clearly
theidea of the pracess and the purpose for
which they're writing, but not the poem. So
naturally they fail in making the poem, but
they do get at " important idea about
Pracess.

BiC: Arv xou hopeful about the future of
poviry?

Dudek: Oh yes. The drive that is propelling
the new poetry is very genuine. It's a real

aesthetic. And it can’t fail altogether. There
are already a few good lines hereand there.

BiC: Are there parallel developments
among the francophione poets, or are the
nve groups so divorced that you can’t even
welf us?

Dudek: It sagreat pity that I’ve become
less intercsted in French-Canadian writers
since the political movement that has de-
veloped here. | don't believe in nationalism.
It doesn't represent the real French Canada
as| knmow it. | hate the whole idea of
nationalistic group-feeling. Nationalism
was a liberating idea in the 19th century,
when oppressed minorities were making &
bid for freedom, but it isn’t in the 20th.
Nationalism “oe is a movement for power
and expansion. on the part of majerities
rho are taking over. The French-Canadian
movement in the beginning was very hope-
ful and good. It brought together the Engtish
and French Canadian writers; but when it
bacame committed to separatism. it became
exclusive. | think poetry is universal. but if
it's going to be a matter of **we** and
“they” -and **Gott mit uns™ -the” it's
Jjunk. That kind of poetry is anti-iuman and
i« not going to survive. Show me some great
patriotic poetry. Any that survives probably
dozs S0 in spite of its patriotism.

BiC: So « poct can’t afford political
copuritment. It s anti-poetic?

Dudelk: Well, what I'm saying is political,
you know, [
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on the racks

by Paul Stuewe

Tales of multi-cultural mystery
and multi-national imagination

THE 1974 TRiAL of Toronto developer Peter
Demeter for the murder of his wife Christine
had just about everything you could ask for
in the way of glamour and ckcitement: |ots
of sex; one viclous act of violence.; and
exotic foreign and domestic backgrounds
featuring large numbers of improbable Cen-
tral Buropeans. The Demeters wove such a
tangled weh of mutaal deceit about them-
selves that we may never discover all the
whos and whys of Chrigtine's death. But
thanks to George Jonas and Barbara
Amiel’'s By Persons Unknown (Signet,
$2.25), we now know almost everything
else about the life and times of a couple
whose marriage might serve esa case study
of the Lennon-McCartney thesisthat
“money can’t boy yeu love."

The process of femeting out tbe often
rather rank details of tbe Demeter menage
seems to have had seme effect on the
co-authors writing style, which sketches
mogt of the participants with’ &' acidity
bordering on snideness and exhibits a
marked fondness for atracious puns and
overburdened metaphors. The intrinsic fas-
cination of the story being told, however,
easily carries tbereader over these rough
spots, and as compensation then are a
number of extremely acute observations
regarding our multi-cultural mosaic. In
terms of immediacy. impact. and insight
into the real world behind the headlines, By
Persons Unkrown is the sort of book that
onlv capable journalists can create, and one
can safely predict that it will continue to be
read as long es anyone cares about what it
was liketo live in the Canada of the
mid- 1970s.

But if you've had enough of contempor-
ary reality, Richard Wright's Farthing’s
Fortunes (Signet. 52.50) will take you on a
most delightful time hip through tbe North
America of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Our Hero, Billy Farthing, isa
virile young rogue moving from adventure
to adventure the way the rest of us move
fmm soup to dessert, and along the way we
gentle readersare also treated toa dazzling
series of vivid secial milieus peopled with
interestingly oddball characters. This is the
unpredictable world of picaresque fiction,
where all fates ar e provisional end tbe
pratagonist’s per sonality a publie work-in-
progress. Wright serves it up with all the
zest of a veteran writer finally getting his
tecth into something he’s always wanted to
try. As my Faithful Companion com-
mented, “ Thisisin the same league as Tom
Jones end you don't have to pot up with gl
those bloody digressions.”

Where Farthing's Fortunes displays a
contemnorary writer putting new life into an
old genre, Jack Hodgin's The |nvention
of the World (Signet. $2.50) shows us one
hard at work mastering some more r ecent
innovations. Hodgins tries hard for
philosophical and psychological resonances
in this tale of a religious sect and its effects
upon a small West Coast community, but
for all the evident technical expertise —
radical temporal shifts and multiple narra-
tive points of view fipure prominently — his
plotting and character depletion are quite
tenuous whenever they depart from familiar
dereotypes. Part of my inability to warm to
the book may result from tbe hearty folk-
siness of much of the narration. a”
exceptionally tedious idiom that is not
difficult to write but is extremely difficult to
write well; conversely, admirers of the
novels of Robert Kroetsech end Howard
O’Hagan may find it quite attractive. The
Imvemiion OT ‘the World is & ambitious novel
by an undeniably talented writer, but it is
also a good deal lessthan the masterpiece
our more febrile reviewers have bee” quick
to dub it.

Pauline Gedge’s Child of Be Morning
(Signet, 52.50) returns us to the more
familiar genre of the historical novel, Egyp-
tian Division, where the nobles are beauti-
ful, the masses are passive. and phrases
such as “he suddenly realized” end “she
was aware for the first time'” stand in for the
basics of psychological motivation. But if
this isa thoroughly conventional book, it is
alsoa solidly researched and expertly
constructed one that should appeal to
aficionados of the form, although others
might be advised to test the waters before
swimming. Some advice, | heard them once
mor e murmur, Wearily, as the setting sun
glared the desert with a patina of yellow

journalism. . .

Also in paperback

.A Bird In the House, M ar gar et Lanrence
(Bantam-Seal, $1.95).

A Whale For the Killing, Farley Mowat
(Bantam-Seal, $1.95).

Bloody Harvest. Grabame \Woods (Baatam-
Seal, $2.25). The fall and rise Of a rural
Ontario loser, slow in spots but the climax
depicts one of the most harrowing scenes I've
evertotiered through. O




Letters to
the Editor

YWASPS ON THE NEEDLE

Sirc

| dii not call academics **pathetic stomblebums"

tMay). That epithet was reserved exclusively for

the Talimans and Barbours whom | take to be
representative Of the Wasp gentility that has
presently established itself in thelearneries of this
conntry. Judging from the tone and contents of
Mr. Vardon's letter, he' s probably too young to

know the battles that wer e fought to remove the
genteel restricions ONn language and subject
mutter that bobbled the Canadian writer prier to
the 19405 end the establishment of Firse
Statenent. My point, ignored by all your corres-
pondents, is that a new gentility has replaced the

old one. censisting mainly of academics who
churn cut collections of lifeless “poems’ that no
one but their most devoted friends will ever read.

They derive status from these collections, author-
ity at conferences and with literary gents, and the
changed cultural climate that prevails undoub-
tedly helps them te obtain promations. It's the
Wasp sensibility that I deplore, not the Wasp who
certainly has every right to exist, It's his outlook

and attitudes | find Iimited and limiting. It’s his
lack of imagination and thinness of emoticnal
response and his very real dominance in the
economy and culture that I've been atiacking ever

MUSIK OX PASSION

Thomas York

U.S. presence In the Canadian Arctic.
KIT COLEMAN

Quczon of Hearts
Ted Ferguson

pondant.
$9,95; Mustrated "

MAGIC MOMENTS FROM THE MOVIES
Ehzy Yost

with the movies.
$9.95; illustrated

Tha Loves and Labors of the Blessed Thomas Byrd by Himself

The zany sscapades of the hero, Thomas Byrd, in pursuit of the Musk Ox
provida a funny and bawdy noval which pokes fun at the establishment,
satirizes the Royal Canadian Mounted Polica, and exposes tha little-knocwn

A collection of the writings of Canada’s pioneer woman journalist, First
lovelorn cofumnist, and the world's first accredited female war corras-

A delightfully refreshing look at tha art of film. Thiz book is a parsonal
collection of “magic moments™ from silent films thrdugh the heyday of
Hollyweood, to the prasent, by 8 man who has had a lifelong love affair

. . CONSEYVALION. .. fIOM . coonsanacs

since | first began to write and publish. John F.
Vardon's acute observation that | end other
non-Wasps have been published and have even
collected some honours on the way is not really
very helpful if it"splacad in proper context of my
argument. | do oot wish to instruct him where
others have apparently foiled to do so but Mr.
Vardon might remember the next time he pens a
letter that truthfulness, logic, and a strong grip on
the issue under discussion are what make the
difference between facetiousness and irony. But,
good Lord, facetiousness end wave-of-the-wrist
irrelevancies hoping to be.taken for wit is what the
comered Wasp always comes up with. He has
never disappointed me vet, not in four decades of
wiling and publishing!

WhileI’m at it,  might as well clear up another
misunderstanding. For me, an academic is not
someone who teaches at 2 university: he is
someone who substitutes literature for life. He's a
specialist on the erotic poetry of the Renaissance
who masturbates deily. The other day someone
remarked to me that a well-known professor of
CanLit had an orpasm each time he read one of his
favourite poems I believeit.” | said somewhat
sourly and left itat thet. An academic is someone
who avoids the seminal issues, the actualities of
the day. |,, the May issue there are two letters
conceming the editorship of Canadian Literasure.
They make precisely those poinis against gen-
tility end academicism that |'ve made over and
over again. omly to have my words fell on
cotton-plugged ears. Whether it's the class struc-
ture of our sotiety, Christianity’s reponsibility
for the Holocaust, the Wasp's responsibility for
the disaffection of the French-Canadians, the
respectability and hypoerisy of the Christian
churches, whatever the lii issue may be. there
you will no, find the academic. I’m not pitting

Jest against Weep. |'m presenting an outsider's
view of the Christianized culture of this country, a
culire whose sogginess and mendacity are
exactly what the genieel and academic will
defend to the last drop of distilled water in their
veins. I'm too old a hand at this not to realize that
my recent publications have touched a very
sensitive nerve indeed. 1'm also too experienced
to anticipate any other response but fuzzy think-
log and name-calling but not too weary of them
not to be delighted by the speciacle of the
Vardons and Skeltons squirming lii pierced
bugs on the point of my needle.

Robin Skelion istoo generous. For writing
such a hilarious letter it is surely he. not 1. who
deserves the Leacack Medal for Humour. Though
its bovine elegance made me think of a cow
stretehing herself on her own yield of dung, |
hope his numerous friends and well-wishers will
now join me in trying to persuade him that his real
talents lie in composing funny five-minute skits
rather than in turning ont one brilliant unread
opuscule after another. Were Skeltonto apply
himself to the task 1 know he'd have more success
than he has had in eying to come aéross to an
increasingly bored publie espoet, homy goat-
footed sage, and Yeats’ ddppelganger. In any
event, whatever he does he knows he elways has
my concem for hi stability end happiness.

Irving Layton
Toronto

SECTARIAN PEEVISHNESS

Sir:

By founding and sustaining a recogrﬁudshularly
journal devoted to Canadian litsrature in a time

when few other critics considered the subject
warthy of serious atention, George Woodcock
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I.OVE AFFAIR WITH A COUGAR

Lyn Hancock

Animal lovars rejoicel Another entertalning account of life with the ani-
mals by the author of THERE'S A RACCOON IN MY PARKA. This time
the cast includes four cougars, a seal and a two-month-old Viszla pup. How
the cougars become part of the Hancock’s lives, and what happened to
them as they matured, is a3 warm, poignant, funny story.

£9.05; illustrated

LESTER PEARSON AND THE DREAM OF UNITY

Peter Stursberg

. This first volume in a two-volume oral history recreates the career of the
Canadian Prime Ministar whose role In government played such an import-
ant part in today’s Ouabec/Canada crisls. A major contribution 1o our
knowledga of Paarson, and the shaping of the most crucial pariod in

Canedian History.
$17.95; illustrated

THE CONSERVER SOLUTION

Lawrence Sofomon

standable book.
$12.50hd; S6.96 pa.

A comprahansive analysis of how a Conserver Society would affect all
aspects of Canadian life prasented for the first time in a thoroughly under- |
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performed our writing a service of historic
dimension and oor debt to him for it will not
caily erquickly be repaid.

Robin Mahews displays a sad lack of self-
awarernwss in describing his initial attack on
Woodcock as *"urbane, restrained, and cheerfuol™
(May). To have greeted the fulfilment of
Woodcock's great labour with what amounted to
sccturiun paevishness required a meanness of
mind that has few parallels in the annals of
Jiterary bitehery, and Woodcock paid him an
undcserved compliment by replying to it person-
ally. Tothen discover Matthews making an issue
of Waoodeock's manners, while in the same
breath delivering avicious slam upon the innacent
head of Warren Tallman, who has taken no part in
the exchange, leaves one wondering whether the
mm is just drunk, or suffering from some mom
parmanenat imbalance of the senses.

Tn his first owborst Matthews aceused Wood-
cock of actively suppressing writers of articles on-
Jiterary nationalism. When Woodcock denied
this and asked for numes Matthews made the less
than devastating reply that the only two names he
could think of —Watters and McDougall — had
in fact published. but perhaps might have been
published mere. He then performed the logically
interesting feat of faulting Woodcock for not
publishing a list of writers he admits showed no
interext in being published. Granting him the
benefit of the doubt and accepting Matthews®
claim that none of his malice stems from the fact
that his own writing was rejected by Woodeack
(justifiubly, if his lettersbe taken as a sample) his
biggest bugbear seems to be a writer that
Woodcock fuiled fo suppress (Tallman),

Afatthews® conviction that a sinister anarchist
plot exists between Woodcock and "*Tallman's
Black Mountdin literary end political minions” is
purely hallucinatory. The widely scattered host lo
whorn Warren Tallman gave Jterary succor over
the years includes no-anarchists that I am aware of
but dees include a goodly number of dedicated
Marxists rho hate anarchjsm like Henry Ward
Beccher hated the devil. And Woodcock her
basic parsonul differences with Tallman's literary
stancy which he has gone so far as to express in
the Vancouver press.

If Matthews possessed even marginal familiar-
ity with the West Coust poetry scene to which he
has sethims=21f up as such a dedicated detractor he
would realize Woodcock’s publication of Tall-

men and their l[ibraries: 5

man i proof of his openness to inhospitable views
and evidence of his usefulness as an editor. There
is no doubt that in order 1o keep up regular
publication in a pioneering field Canadian
Literature was forced o use some undis-
tinguished work, but if Woodcock was ever puilty

«af suppressing worthwhile writing that came

along, Matthews has resoundingly failed to show
it.
1am concerned enough with native character in
this country to spend my time publishing a journal
on it but I see nothiog to be gained by the sort of
cankerous negativism Matthews has pot o n
display here.
Howard White
Editor. Raincoast Chronicles
Madeira Park, B.C.

SETH'S DAD SAYS...

Sir:

One habit of mine that my wife finds particularly
endearing is my ability to lojter over the smell
problems of domestic life nnti] everyone in our
household has adapted to the contingencies and
forgotten whet the crisis was, Our most recent
example occurred |est spring. Our three-year-old
son refoses to sleep in & room that does not have
an opep Window. One April day his bedroom
window. no matter bow much force a102-pound
woman with a three-foot crowbar could exert on
it, refuged to open. Every day for a week or so
Seth asked me if I'd fixed it. but getting the usual
reply he finally gave up and stoically moved his
foamie onto tie-back poerch where he has slept
ever since. The weather has been hot and he may
tearn something about the constellations so I can't
see bow it will hurt the ted. He doesn’t mind
anyway because it means he can liter the entire
floor area of his room with hit watercolours and
not have to fearrange them each night o find a
convenient place to crash.

I am probably the only rerson in histery who
reads Books in Canada regularly six months after
it comles out, which while allowing your rag to
share in my most endearing character trait
probably means | shall never achieve the instant
fame I em sure must be visited upon those
appearing in your Letters column. Undaunted, |
write.

I don't gigsle maniacelly in the kitchen alone
on insomniac nights very often. And I especially

by Foo
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don’t do it aver book reviews, and certain]y not
ova a review of reviewers by a bookseller. But
Paul Stuewe"s “*Soft a Recycled™ [on blurbs] in
the March issue pulled out all the stops. Riveting!
Ribakd! Hilarious! A Comic Masterpiece! And
whozver was the Junatic visionary that pasted-up

the ""Frog & Iz mode™ in the middle of the last
paragraph of Mr. Stuewe's article deserves to
share The Joseph Heller Collage Tmpby with
David Gilhooly, the demented soul who drew it.

Forget all those other crumbbums you got writing
for you and turn over a full issue of the pulp to
Stuewe and The Frogman and the paste-up artist.
Canade win never be the same, and I'll have my
copy bronzed along with Seth’s ghoes.

B. Strange
Vancouver

CanWit No. 36

RUMOUR HAS IT that the recent cutbacks in
the CBC's budget, now frozen at $500
million a'year, are just the beginning. By
mid-1979 the corporation may.be subsisting
on only $50 million a year, about $40
million of which will of course be spent on
administration. How will the corp
Two-hour specials featuring o n e

Rover? Theme evenings to repeats
of the best of the

time schedule
CRC-TV in its impending age of austerity.
Maximum: 100 words. Address: CanWit
No. 36, Books in Canada. 366 Adelaide
Street Bast, Toronto M5A IN4. The dead-
line is Oct. 30.

RESULTS oF CANWIT NO. 34

EVIDENTALLY A cerfain northern light-
heartedness lurks in these sombre Iatitudes
after all. Our request for *illicit three-
somes’” brought -forth an abundance of
tongue-in-cheekiness. ecausing endless
rueminations among the judges. The winner
is David Lane of Charlottetown, P.E.I.,
who receives $25 for mating these John-

and-Mary quips.

0 gotecrashing bore (one at every party)
3 tarred and featherbedded (punished for favour-

itism)

0O ring-a-dingbat (escort sexvice for the undis-
criminating)

O3 Sonth Sea Bubblepum (coconut flavoured)

[ greasy spoonerism (minced words, side order
of fries)

Honourable mentions:

0 fipureheardache (Governor General's constitu-
tional dilemma)

O niphtshiftless (an insomniac) )

0 hammer and popsicle (kindergarten approach
10 communism)

3 quicksilver dollar (inflationary unit of cur-
rency)

O inanthropopropriate (something impossible
for man ta do) .

O will power and the glory (psychological re-
wards of dieting)

—Glynn Davies, Toronts

cope?

Viewpoimt? Readers
are a typical pimeaday
for



0 erackpot of dawn (a rooster)

0O baptism of fireflies (light rain in the night)

[ in the same breathalyzer (another Impaived
driver)

a cubcrootbeertrfvalof7-Up)

1 face to facelift (meeting an old friend)

[ strike the right noteworthy {meet an influential
persan)

D go the whole hogwash {tell a whopper)

—-Mrs. Myra Stilborn, Saskatoon

R

O trushcancan iadulterated polka)
O3 Jimerickshaw (fast two-footed poctic metre}
0 dovmunderwear (Austrafian rib-tickler)
O pitchiorked tonpue (a biting ambiguity) -
O firchosiery (matching ensemble with hot
pants)
O sophomorass (youthful Indecision)
—Roger Glazin, Stouffville, Ont..

L X B

DO paperback scratcher (brother or sister author
who reviews paperback reissue of your latest
book)

O Canada Post haste (a contradiction in terms)

O slapdash seven (Canada's Jatest [ong Lake-off
and landing airplane)

O rocl:s in the headline (journalese)

O tricky dictionary (Walergate fact book)

O tar-sand beaches (the latest natural resource)

O Labate™s fifty-filty (watered beer)

O Orange 2nd lemon parade (Toronto motor-
cadel

O Georzian Bay of Pigs {Yerktdwn, 1778)

O peeping Tom. Dick, and Harry (voyeurs’
convention)

O Mission impossible dream {eade name for
Camadas national unity task force)

[ Lotto Canada Post (chance of same-day mail
delivery —that is, 1:10%)
-M.G. and N.R. Evans, Teronto
kS

0 taking the bullshit by the horns (analysis of an
election speech)
O Peter Pan Principle (when bureaucrats do nof
rise to their level of incompetence)
O dogma in the manger (a belief that holds emin
defiance of the facts)
—Grant Buckler, Wolfville, N.S.
L
] gurul;:ub ple (a confection consumed by those
desiring an exalted state of oneness with the
universe)
[ gurubarb pie-eyed (a decidedly unexalted state
caused by an excess of gurubarb pie)
O Inadvertenimaker (an Involuntary follower of
Omar)
O sewingding (a wild party held by the parment
industry)
O mamillaregalia (official trappings of asex
goddess)
O zodiactuary (a star statistician)
—Peter Money, Toronto
LR F ]
O rolling stone mason (improvident bricklayer)
O don’t honourable meation it (a disclaimer
expressed with Oriental politeness)
O penny pinch’er fanny (amorous approach by a
skinflint)
=—L. Bannerman, Soult Ste. Marie. Ont.
\ £E¥

O ring around the gollarhone (museum curator's
nightmare)

O knock-knock wood (a spell to ward off bad
jokes)

Don't miss
next month’s issue of

BOOIKSTICANADA
o special section
onartandgift
books for Christmas

O profile of poet
A.J.M. Smith

0 the secret
formula for
Harlequin Romances

THE HARROWSMITH READER

The best of the first two years of
HARROWSMITH. Canada' s finest Eng-
lish language magazine (National Maga-
zine Awards, Grand Prize, 1977).

Intelligent articles, with an abundance
of illustrations in colour and black and
white, for hours of fine reading.

Avoid costly mistakes in buying country pro-
perty; learn how to buy a used tractor, even if
you' re an absolute greenhorn; identify free food to
be found on the roadside and in the back lot; build
yourself a beautiful log house, or the ultimate

cheap house out of cordwood, heat your home with the sun or

wood; cheesemaking; gardening; small livestock; crafts; and

much more useful information awaits you in THE HARROWSMITH READER.
For the small scale farmer or naturaist, THE HARRO WSMITH READER is

256 information packed pages for reading in the armchair by the wood stove

thisfall. Only $8.95 from your favourite bookseller.

FIREFLY BOOKS LTD.
2 [Essex Ave.. Unit 5

Thornhill, Ontario
Canada L3T 3Y7
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2 Imock-Enocl: knced (the fear of bad jokes)
—Als. Catharine Hall, Windsor, Ont.
TR

1 bluck mood ring (a bathtub that needs clean-
ing)

—W. Ritchie Benedict, Calgary
= 5%

3 call of the Qscar Wikde (**Hello, sailor!™)

2 zzin and catatonic {a very strong drink)

O Double Hook, Line, and Sinker (the story of
the man v:ho bought the Brooklyn Bridge and
the Trans-Canada Highway)

0O Alfaromeo and Juliet {a girl's Jove affair with
her car)}

1 Lioyd Roberisonsondiovers (Lady Chatierly’s
aew and updated gardener)

—Bruce Bailey, Montreal

T
D) habeas corpuscles (a lawyer’s blood pressure)
—Christine Arcand, Ottawa

TR

CLASSIFIED

Classified rates: $5 par line (40 characters 1o
thzline). D=adine: first of the month forissue
dated following month. Address: Books |n
Canada Classified, 366 AdelaideStreet East,
Toronto M5A iN4. Phone: (416) 363-5426.

3

ALYJAYS INTERESTED in purchasing re-
view books &llbrariegs. COLOPHON
BOOKS, P.O. Box 48862, Vancouver,
V7Y 11,

GENEALOGICAL SUPPLIES — Lovely
FAMILY TREE ALBUMS == Individual
CHARTS -SEARCHING FOR YOUR AN-
CESTORS IN CANADA 54.95 — NUG-
GETS FROM GOLD COUNTRY. R.A.
Wyman, gold mining In early Canada =
colorful storles, plays, poems. $6.95.
HERITAGE HOUSE PUBLISHERS LTD.,
Box 5544. Ottawa K1G 0AD.

IMDEH OF ONTARIO ARTISTS — 340
page biographical guide to 1200 contem-
porary visual artists. Send $8.85 1o Visual
Arig Ontario. 8 York St., Toronto M5J 1R2.
386-1607.

OUT-OF-PRINT Canadiana bought and
sold. Catalogues sent free c” requesl.
Huronla Canadiana Books, Box 685, Allis-
ton, Ontatio LOM 140

RESEARCH, Indexing by experienced lib-
rarian. (416) 483-2598, or write Box 100,
Books in Canada.

TRAVEL. topography. geography.

mountaineering. Rare. out-of-print books,

maps. atlases. Facsimile hisforical atlases.

antiquarlan.mang._ Free Catalogue from
Oxbow Botoks, Box 244, Clarkson, Missis-
sauga, Oni [ L5J 3¥1. (416) 822-9700.

Sir John A’ campaign poster

e o) Superb facsimile in glorious
e period colour. Six known
1 W T remaining originals are

priceless. Approx. 24" x -

" 36". Send cheque or m.o.

- for $14.50 (plus 58¢ sales

i tax in Ont.) to Victoriana,

. cfo Readers’ Club, 33
Britain St., Toronto

MS5A 3Z3. Shipped prepaid.

Your pleasure guaranteed.
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03 back to the stonewall (postal union negotia-
tions)
—M. McKenzie, Mpntreal

L LR ]

D) sweet and sourpuss (bad-tempered waiter in a
Chinese restanrant)
O John Deere Abby (farmers’ advice-to-the-
lovelom columny
1 rum of the Milhous (Nixon"s memoirs)
—Pronna Samoyloff, Toronto
LR A ]
O far out of print (William Burroughs)
1 ground zero beef (radioactively sterilized)
1 Lower House broken (a Liberal backbencher) |
—Rod Manchee, Otawa
kkk
O gin and Teutonic (German bartender"s special)
I Diefenbaker's Dozen (Western Tory Old
Guard)
—Barry and Janet Baldwin, Calgary
ok -
0O sovereignty association football (Levesque's
favourite pame)
—Peter Gorrie, Ottawa

O flock of sheep-skins (cowardly academics)
—Richard Parker, Liverpool, N.S.

O hicl':ory daiquiri dock (where the rumnunners
i .

stashed it)
O3 lunatic fringe benefit (party for Monty Python)
—Joan McGrath, Toronto

The editors
recommend

THE FOLLOWING books were reviewed in the
previous -issue of Books in Canada. Our
recommendations don’t necessarily reflect
the reviews:

FICTION
The Glassy Sea, by Marian Engel, McClelland
& Stewart. A nun’s tale. Not vintage Engel
(neither was Bear, said our ursophobic re-
viewer). but highly readable nevertheless.
Murder by Microphone. by John Reeves,
, Doubleday. Satisical detective story in which
the CBC is the chief victim.
Red Dust, by W.D. Valgardson, Oberon Press.
Another tine coljection of short stories from
the verbal Gillray of Gimli.

NON-FICTION

Fun Tomorrow, by John Gray, Macmillan. A
Iiterate publisher's fascinating memoir of the
1930s.

G Toronto, by William Kurelek, General pub-
lishing. A study of urban contrasts.

Northern Vagabond, by Alex Inglis, McClel-
tad & Stewnrt, Biography of geologist and
Bay Street baron 1.B. Tyrrell.
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, Copyright Comada, by Alan Dawe,

POETRY

Loosely Tied Hands, by Joe Rosenblatt, Black
Moss Press. Award-winning celebrator of
unlovely fauna graduates from amphibians
(toads) to reptiles (snakes).

Stilt Jack, by JohnThompson, House of Anansi.
Brave experimental writing, the last testa-
ment of a poet whe died in 1976.

_———
Books received

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books have been
received by Books in Cenada in recent
weeks, Inclusion M this list does not
preclude a review or notice in a future issue:

The Merger, by Earl Knlckerbocker, Paperfatks.
Bearwalk, by Lynpe Sollot and Tom Peluer, Fapeclacks.

‘The Assignment, by Martin , Paperjacks.
wu.’%'um’. m.mp’&m P

Kamouraska, by Anne Hebert, Pafla:h
Poems and Elépies 1972-1977, by Daxlé S. West, Flddle-

head-
TllI-'I.FIIE Feathers, by Swede, Fiddichead.
The Ultimate Contact, by fler, Flddlehea
Wind, Sun, Stone and Ice, by D.H. Sullivan, Fiddlchead.

ce,
The |?r?llnlr;r Ims[sible I\"mn. by Gwen Hmser, Fiddle-

cad.

Williata Arthur Deacon: Memalrs of a Literary Friend-
ship, by Jessie L. Beattle, The Fleming Press.

Vancooser, by Edic Nlchol, Doubledny. -

mlijan.

Eytscapes, drawings by Hilda Woolnough, Square Deal.

The First People, drawings by Lee R. Updiks, text by R.D.
Symons, Western Producer Prairie Books.

The Regulatory Process ln Canada, edited by G. Bruce

Prop E:-ﬁ'ﬂ'?'n Macpherson, U of T Peesa
erty, edi .B. rson, U o .

Can Yoo See Me Ye1?, by T‘hznlhy Findley, Talonbotks.

Crafl Dinner, by bpNichol, :d‘nl Press.

L‘newlnymenl nsurance, <dited by Herberr C. Grubel and

fchzel A. Walker, The Fraser Instilte.

Charles Sangster: The Angel Guest and Otber Poems znd
Lyries, edited by Frank M. Tlemey, mseh Press.

Irving Layton; The and His Critics, edited by Seymour
Mayne. MeGraw-HUlI R . |

Conado on Steger Conadian Thestre Review Yearbook
1977, CTIR Publications.

A Checklist of Canadian Theatres, CTR Bublications.

Canada’s Third Opilon, edited by 5.D. Berkowltz and
Rober: K. Logan. Macmlllan.

Men of the Saddlea“by Ted Grani and Andy Russell. Van
Nostrand Reinhold.

Poems of Rita Joe, wronsinied by Bemnle Prancis. Abanaki

FrithSol, by David W. Frich, Gafrithon Preas.
Georpian Bay, by James Bamry, Clarke Irwin.
Cul:nof Conecrete, by Mona Elaine Adilman, Editions

JONSCOOUTS,

God's Moontaln, by James Ashwin, G.R. Welch Co.

Les Pellis Groupes, by Yves Saint-Amand, Les Presses de
I'University de Monreal.

Onungll;nn I Was Drowning, by Al Pituman, Breakwatey

Flotsam, by H.R. Peccy, Breakwater Books.

The Baononbridge Musiclans, by Roymend Fraser, Break-
water Books,

The Goverpment Party, by Reginald Whitaker, U of T Press.

The Dismissal, by James E'ﬁ'?ms Porckpic.

A Caonadian For All Seasons: John E. Robbins Story,
by John A.B. McLelsh.

Tean Bumnet, U of T Press,

Canadian Literature, by Robin Mathews, Steel Rail.

From Next Spring, erald Gllbert, Coach House Press.

The Story So Fart 5, edled by Douglas Barbour, Coxch

House Press.
The Ghosts Coll Yoo Poor, by Andrew Sukpaski, Mac-

millan.
Tcraft, by Robin §kelton, M & 3. 3
Ilgm in the Old Testoment, by Solomen A. Nigosian,

Dorcance.
The Swastlkn aod the Maple Leaf, by Lita-Rose Beicher-
Whisealde.

Next-Year Country,

» _man, Fldlmr{& . )
o o L an i, ok Dorte L,
‘Voncouver Nhll'lmnre. m‘: Wilson, Clarke Trwin.

Mrs. Simcos’s Diary, edited by Mary Quayle Tanis, Mac-

millan.
Slephenul'.'eamk. by David M. te, Macmillan,
Abra, by Joan Barfoot, McGraw Hill Ryerson.
Slience ks My Homelond, by Ollean Dovglas, Stackpole

Books.

The Natlonal Galley of Canada Ninth Anuual Review,
1976-77, Natlonal Muscums of Canada.

Francols Bigoe: A Redlscovery In Deamatie Form of the
Fall of Quebec, by Jobn Coulier, Hounslow Press.

Remember Me Well, by Andrei Germanov. trusiated by
John Robert Colombo and Nikola Rovssanoff, Houmlow

Press.
It:ll%:n and Ethalcity, ediled by Harold Cowand and Leslie
wamura, Wilfrid Lovrier University Press.
The New Land: Studies In a Literary Theme, edited by
Richard €hadboume and Hallvaed Dahlie, Wilfrid
Laugicr University Press
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this page are typical of the offerings of the only Canadian
book club. And you c¢an have any three of them for just
54.95 with your trial membership.

The Readers’ Club is owned and operated by Canadians
to serve the distinctive requirements of thoughiful Cana-
dian readers. Now, with the help of the Secretary of Siate
and the Canada Council, the Club is able to enroll additional
members.

The Club offers you the carefully-chusen best of the
new and important Canadian books. There is no member-
ship fee, and no minimum purchase requirement — you buy
as few or as many books as you please.

Lois to gain . . . and nothing to lose . . .
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