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ESSAY

KING VS. REVISIONIST

It took five court cases before young Willie was able
to suppress a heretical biography about his rebel granddad

by Daniel Francis

THIs MONTH Macmillan is to publish a new-old biography of that
red-wigged rebel. William Lyon Mackenzie. writter by William
Dawson EeSueur. William Lyon Mackenzie: A Reinterpreta-
tion (illustrated. 416 pages. $9.95 cloth, ISBN 0 7705 1743 9) is
new because it hasnever before been published. It is old because it
was written 70 years ago and the successful battle to have it
suppressed at that time gave the manuscript all the notoriety of a
scandalous best seller. It was possibly the most eontroversial book
never to be published in Canada.

The completed manuscript was first submitled for publication in
April. 1908. Despite his own misgivings about Mackenzie,
LeSueur. an Ottawa editor and writer. had taken on the project two
years before at the urging of publisher George Merang. LeSueur
knew that his point of view did not conform to the accepted image
of Mackenzie. but he could not have guessed to what lengths the
defenders of orthedoxy would go to suppress his bwk.

OF course. while werking on the project LeSueur had not been
blind to the antagonism of Mackenzie€'s most prominent living
relaive. William Lyon Mackenzie King, the rebel’ s grandson and
at that time deputy minister of labour, believed the auther to be
totally unfit for the sacred task of writing a life of bis grandfather.
However. in the beginning Morang resisted King's persistent
interference and LeSueur had reason to expect his manuscript
would be well received. It came asa surprise. therefore, when his
publisher rejected the biography on the grounds that any book that
made friends with Mackenzie's enemies. as LeSueur's did,
“would call down upon the author and the publishers a species of
criticism that would be hostile and injuriousin the highest de-

ree.”

J A disagreement between a heretical author and a timid publisher
would not be unusual if it had stopped there. But the ensuing
struggle for control of the offending manuscript escalated through
five court cases into one of the mast infamous book bannings in
Canadian history. What was LeSueur saying that thehighest court
in Ontario was called upon to suppress his book? And where has
the manuscript been in the intervening 70 years? /

LeSueur's study of Mackenzie was commissioned by Morang as
pm of the Makers of Canada Series. Morang called this
20-volume Set “my great enterprise.” In it he planned to enshrine
those political figures who had contributed to the struggle’ for
responsible government and the widening of demoeratic freedoms.
The series was the boldest expression of what has become known as
the “colony to nation” school of Canadian historiography. Expo-
nents of this school held that the significance of our past lay in the
slow evolution from the darkness of colonial status to the light of
independence and equality with theMother Country. People who
had contributed to this constitutional development were the makers
of Canada. Those who had not were considered obstructionists;
they were ignored. or vilified. William Lyon Mackenzie. of
course. belonged near tie head of any list of the top 20 nation-
builders. He had almost single-handedly organized the rebellion
against the eorrupt élite of Upper Canadain 1837, and that rebell-
ion had led directly tothe birth of responsible government, one of
the most important signposts on the mad to nationhood. That, at
any rate, was the accepted version of the day.

4 Boaks In Canada. March, 1978

LeSueur, however, Formed a different opinion. Later he wrote:
“1 had approached the subject with a desire to see things for
myself. . The resuft was that the historical landscape | presented
was not the old landscape. The landmarks had been shiftedsome-
how end the lights and shades were not Familiar.” His Mackenzie
was no hem, no bold Canadian democrat breaking the bonds of
privilege and tyranny. Instead the rebel leader was portrayed as an
unstabl e tronblemaker — well-intentioned. perhaps, but incapable
of controlling his temper. “The tongue should not wag the man,”
pronounced LeSueur. He Found kind things to say about some of
Mackenzie's reformist colleagues, but believed that Mackenzie.
because of hi intemperate behaviour, actually delayed the reforms
he championed.

LeSueur made no secret of this eccentric point of view. Once at
aluncheon he happenedto meet Mackenzie King, therising star of
the public service in Ottawa. King idolized his grandfather. All of
King's biographers have remarked on his admiration For Macken-
zie and his conviction that he'had inherited along with the namean
obligation to further the same cavses. No wonder that King admit-
ted to being “astounded” by LeSueur's opinions. And no wonder
that King felt so strongly that LeSueur should not be chosen as his
grandfather’'s biographer.

That choice, nevertheless, was made in [904. At first it did not
seem as unlikely as later events would suggest. For 30 years
LeSueur. an employee of the Post Office in Ottawa, had been a
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noted man of letters In Canada, a prolific contributor of articles on
religion, literature, and politicsto a variety of serious journals. Hi
fellow intellectual Goldwin Smith declared that LeSusur was “far
away the bat writer & our nation’s periodicals on all serious
subjects.”” The younger LeSueur had gained a reputation asa
free-thinking radical. | n the Canada of the 1870s and 1880s, faith
was considered a greater virtue than intelligence, and scepticism a
greater vice than blind obedience. LeSueur objected to such a
cloistered view of the intellect. He wished to fr ee moral and
political apestions from the banefuf domination of the church and
he eonsidered no subject too sawed to be examined eritically.
After he retired fmm the Post Office in 1902 he began to read and
write about Canadian history. He had already produced one biog-
raphy for the Makers series, a study of Frontenac, and it was of
sufficient quality that Morang asked the author to join English
professor Pelham Edgar and poet Duncan Campbell Seott on the
editorial board.

When LeSueur was first approached about doing a book on
Mackenzie he refused. He hod been instrumental in rejecting a
biegraphy of the same subject by another author shostly before
and felt this placed him in an apparently sdf-serving postion.
(That author. by the way, was James Hughes who. as a Toronto
school inspector from 1874 to 1913 and author of a teacher’s guide

Wrots [{ing: “It was quite clear there was a
eonspiracy . o have WMaclienzie writien
down instead of up.”

to Canadian history, had played an important rele in forming the
conventional view of Mackenzie and the rebellion.) More impor-
tunt, LeSueur’s distaste for Mackenzie made him & reluetant biog-
rapher. That distaste was expressed at its most forthright in aletter
he sent to a newspaper earlier that year. Refesring to Mackenzie.
LeSueur wrote: “He launched hi opera boyffe rebellion, fled
incontivently at the first shot, leaving his lieutenants to expiate on
the gallows the crime which was chiefly his own, and from the
security of the neighbouring Republic completed his efforts on
behalf of the Canadian people by organizing bands of ruffians to
raid and murder them.” But Morang insisted and in theend
LeSueur agreed to do the book, assuring the publisher that “1 will
try my best to do justice to him and to view such faults as he had
with charity.”

As soon as he learned the identity of his grandfather’s biog-
rapher, Mackenzie King launched a campaign to have the project
turned over to a different author. Years later in his celsbmted diary
King would write: “ It was quite cleat there was a conspiracy .
to have Mackenzie written down instead of up.” But at the time it
was King himsalf who was the conspirator. Hurrying to Toronto
he met with the publisher in an attempt to convince him to dump
LeSueur and with the same purpose in mind he met with other
editors of the series. Back in Ouawa King went to see the author
himself to express his opinion that **a biography should only be
written by someone in sympathy with the subject.” LeSueur
politely disagreed. and told him that. anyway. it was the
publisher’s decision. For the time being Morang held firm, re-
ferring derisively to the “bumptious young King” and Urging
LeSueur to proceed with the book. But King continued hiO efforts
to sabotage the project, and more than & year later, shortly before
the manuscript was finished, Morang wrote to hi author that
“King has worked up considerableinterest in it hen and | fedl that
some of our friends think that you intend to slaughter Mackenzie
King's distinguished grandfather.”

While King plotted. LeSueur proceeded with researching and
writing the book. Soon after he agreed to undertake the task he had
leamed that a lar ge collection of Mackenzie's per sonal papers and
copier of his newspapers were in the possession of Charles Lindsey
in Toronto. Lindsey was a son-in-law of Mackenzie and author of
the then standard biography. written in 1861. Uncritical in its treat-
ment Of the hem of the rebdllion, this two-volume work was
infended. by members of the family at leat, to be the mode for
any subsequent biographer. Through a mutual friend in Toronto,
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LeSueur was introduced to Charles Lindsey and given permission
to consult the Mackenzie collection. For much of 1906 the author
lived in ¢he Lindsey home making notes while the family was out
or town.

As work progressed, LeSuveur saw a chance not only to revise
the accepted view of a popular historical figure but also Lo present
his own view of responsible government and party politics. In
common With many intellectuals of his day. LeSweur believed that
Canada wv experiencing a crisis in political morality. He did not
have to look far for his evidence: the wheels of public life were
oiled with generous quantities of kickbacks. bribes. and payoffs.
LeSueur Felt that the party system was at Fault and he traced the
origins of panyism back to responsible government. Far From
improving political life. Mackenzie's great principle had made a
sewer of politics. thought LeSueur, and he wanted his ‘book to
show people that “For real responsibility they will have to depend
on character — the mere machinery will never give it.”

It did not take long For Mackenzie King's informants to make
him aware of the contents of the manuscript LeSueur submitted to
his publisher in the spring of 1908. It was, he confided to his diary,
*‘a vile production,™ totally out of sympathy with his grandfather
and liable to be used **as a campaign document For the Tories.”
We do not know whether at this point King applied any more
pressure on the beleaguered publisher but a short lime later
Morang wrote to LeSueur criticizing the manuscript. Morang
accused the biographer of defending the Family Compact and of
exaggerating Mackenzie's “imperfections and weaknesses.” He
argued that the man who emerged From the pages of the manu-
script would hardly be called a “Maker of Canada” and therefore
the whole point of the series was contradicted. LeSueur would not
consider altering his point of view. “I cannot make any substantial
alteration in the book.” he wrote Morang. “| could not do it
conscientiously, and therefore | will not do itat all.” That seemed
to be the end of the Mackenzie biography.

But the rebel's relatives were not satisfied as long as there was a
chance that the manuscript might be brought out by another pub-
lisher. George Lindsey, son of the original biographer (who had
recently died). grandson of Mackenzie. and friend of Mackenzie
King, regretted having agreed with his Father to allow LeSueur
access to the Family papers. “You have violated every canos of
literary decency and abused a generous hespitality," he wrote the
author. Now. to make good his mistake. Lindsey set out to ensure
that no one would ever read the result of LeSueur’s labours. Since
the sole copy of the manuscript was at this point in the hands of the
publisher. the first step was lo refuse to return it to the author, on
the grounds that a $500 advance had been paid for it. LeSueur paid
back the advance but Momng. by now an ally of Lindsey, forced
the author to begin legal proceedings to regain possession of his
own book. Initially LeSueyr was awarded the manuseript. But
Morang, with financial backing From Lindsey. appealed this deci-
sion twice and it was late in 1911 before the Supreme Court of
Canada finally ruled in Favour of the author.

After losing the first round, Lindsey wrote to LeSueur asking
that all the notes and research material he* had taken from the
Mackenzie collection be returmed. He warned LeSueur that should
he ever try to get the manuscript published Lindsey would *‘ask
the Courts to enjoin the sale and distribution of your book, when
published.” Shortly afterwards Lindsey decided that threats were
not sufficient and that he had better go ahead and take LeSueur to
court before he had a chance to publish. The biographer was
charged with having fraudulently gained access to the collection of
private papers and Lindsey asked the courts to place an injunction
on the manuscript.

The trial opened in Toronto on Nov. | 1, 1912. LeSueur was a
well-known literary figure and the proceedings attracted a great
deal of attention. **The spectators who yesterday frequented the
court mom were Of very different character from the usual habitues
of the abodes of justice.” wrote one newspaper reporter. “There
were university professors. litterateurs, exponents of political sci-
ence. journalists end many members of the legal profession, while
a couple of Members of Parliament dropped in for short periods.”
Among this distinguished crowd sat Mackenzie King. who at-
tended the sessions daily.



Ostensibly LeSueur was on trial for having mided the Lindsey
fumily about his intentions. George Lindsey claimed that some
kind of understanding had been reached according to which
LeSueur agreed to produce a Sympathetic biognphy. But no con-
crete evidence was introduced to verify that an agreement actually
had been made. LeSueur denied that any agreement had ever been

Wrote LeSueur: “ To take away a favourite
object of detestation is, | know, a woree
offense ageinst the public than to impair
an object of worship.”

discussed. He ridiculed the notion that any self-respecting his-
torian would allow his hands to be tied in such a manner.

Despite the formal charge, it seemed et times during the four
days of hearings that LeSueur was on trial not for fraud but for his
pelitical beliefs. The prosecution depicted the author as a hopeless
reactionary. intent on rewriting Canadian history ina Tory image.
Even though the manuscript itself was not supposed to be at issue,
it was subjected to detailed crticism in an attempt to display the
author’s alleged bias end misuse of documents. Mackenzie King
was even called upon to testify to the surprising opinions that
LcSueur hrd expressed at lunch a decade before. Clearly the
prosecution hoped to portray a man S0 prejudiced against Macken-
Zie that he was incapable of producing a fair biography. As a
writer in Sarerday Night wryly noted. “Thus it would appear that
literary men of Tory sentiments and |ineage are not to be trusted.”

As the case proceeded the prosecution’ s tactics became evident.
The lawyers argued that if LeSveur had been frank about his own
opinions. the Lindsey family never would have allowed him ac-
cess to their collection of documents and papers. Despite the lack
of evidence that LeSueur had been dishonest with the Lindseys,
tbe judge accepted the prosecution argument and ruled against the
author. A subsequent appeal was unsuccessful and the manuseript
passed into thehands of George Lindsey. Among those celebrating
the court’ s decision was Mackenzie King, who sent a telegram to
hir friend Lindsey: “Accept heartiest congratulations on a splen-
did victory em delighted. Willie.”

Curiously, George Lindsey did not destray the offending biog-
mphy. Instead it joined the other Mackenzie papers and aong with
them ended up In the Public Archives of Ontario where it was
discovered not long ego by & young historian, Brian McKillop.
McKillop. now teaching at the University of Manitoba. had not
been aware that the origina biography was still in existence.
Researching .a different subject altogether. he came across the
handwritten manuscript. he recalls. “wrapped up in old brown
paper tied up with string.” Historians lie awake a night fantasiz-
ing about such good fortune.

Reading the biography today, it is hard to imagine that it could
have stirred up such & controversy. LeSueur was critical of
Mackenzie's politics but often praised his character and the result
isa far cry from the hatchet job its critics claimed it to be. Why
then such an uproar? McKillop believes it was because much more
than Mackenzie's reputation was €f stake. LeSueur had had the
efirontery not only to attack a public hero but also to rehabilitate
some public scoundrels. LeSueur himself recognized the nature of
his heresy when be wrote to a friend: “ To take away a favourite
object of detestatien is, | know, a worse offense against the public
than to impair an object of worship.” The members of the Family
Compact had become caricatures of villainy in the public mind.
They were corrupt placemen with no object but to line their own
pockets et the expense of the common people — at least so the
authorized version portrayed them. McKillop argues that this
“tradition of evil” wy used to discredit al critics of the Whig-
liberal view of Canadian historical development and to give that
view an avura of virtue. Any atiempt to revise this interpretation
was seen asan attack on democratic government. if not theLiberal
Party, and a defence of tyranny.

It is ironks that LeSueur, who earlier in his career was criticized

for defending progressive ideas, should have been attacked in his
old age for being & reactionary erank, It iS even more irenie that
LeSueur's interpretation has recently been enjoying a revival.
Perhaps no modem historian would go all the way with LeSueur in
his defence of the Upper Canadian élite. But in the past few years
historians have been taking a new look et Compaet figures and
realizing. like LeSueur, that these men had principles after all.
Where Mackenzie saw democracy. they saw mob rule: where
Mackenzie sow freedom-loving Americans, they saw godless
materialists; where Mackenzie sew oppression. they sew stability
and order, To the extent that LeSueur recognized the Compact's
alternative vision of society, he was ahead of his time. and so it is
appropriate that his book is finally being made available.

There is an interesting footnote to the story of LeSueur's biog-
raphy. The caurt decision of 1912 left the author unrepeatant. By
thistime in his70s, he immediately began to writea second study
of Mackenzie. His first attempt had %)aeen suppressed but there
seemed no regsen that if he avoided using material gained directly
fmm the Lindsey collection he could not go ahead and produce
another book. More of Mackenzie's papers were in the public
domain than bed been the case when LeSueur began the project six
years before so he was confident the family would have no legal
means of blocking a second biography.

When LeSuenr had been editing the Makers of Canada series. a
young man named Robert Glasgow was working at the Morang
publishing house. Later Glasgow struck out on his own. lie had
been impressed by the Mackenzie biography and agreed to bring
out the second version. Letters found in LeSuveur's private papers
indicate that by 1915 the book was on the verge of publication
when Glasgow suddenly postponed the project. pleading wartime
austerity. Asit turned out. the book was never published. Profes-
sor McKillop is suspicious that Mackenzie King may have scuttled
the biography a second time but he has no evidence and no one can
know for sure. LeSueur died in 1917 and the manuscript found a
place in the archives alongside the original. unpublished and
forgotten. U
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E PLURIBUS
PLURIBUM

Mixing schnapps and saki,
vodka and vermouth,
Canada is making a virtue
of ethnic diversity by going
on a nation-wide
muiticultural binge

by Mark Witten

\WHEN EDWARD S5CHREYER, 2 third-generation Canadian of German
descent. was sworn in Jan. 22 es our new Governor General, he
addressed the nation not only in English end French but also in
German, Ukrainian, and Polish. This symbolic recognition of
Canada's many ethnic Factions won Rime Minister Trudeau polit-
ical points. In the wake of a fierce bilingual backlash, mult-
culturalism has come more and more into vogue.

For years now the Toronté yellow page? have included listings
of restaurants by nationality. Croatian, Vietnamese, Austrian, end
Danish delights are just a sampling from the scores of ethnic
flavours served up to Canadian palates longing for exotic tastes.
We have es yet no national multicultural bookstore laying outin
bins a smorgasbord of authors and titles grouped by ethnic origin.
But the impetus is there -even more visible now than a year ago
when Baeks in Canada published a special section on multi-
cultural literature.

For better and for worse, multiculturalism has been catapulted
into a nation-wide media phenomenon. Whether in politics or
publishing. cuisine or annual street Festivals, ethnic culture is
beiy packaged For mass consumption. No more culture in the
closet. What began es a trend now is mushrooming into a booming
industry.

Last December Ottawa’s Canadian Radio-Television end Tele-
communications Commission granted newspaper publisher Dan
Ianuzzi (whose Corriere Canadese has the highest circulation of
any Ialian-language daily outside Italy) a broadeast licence For a
new multilingual TV station in Toronto. Viewers without cable-
TV converters will lose et least some American programming in
exchange For aliernate fare in 24 languages.

Two major public and private corporate citizens — the CBC and
Imperiul Oil -jointly endorsed multiculturalism and recognized
its commercial possibilities by presenting The Newcomers which
is produced by Nielsen-Ferns Inc. The programs focus on the
experience of life in a new country for the immigrant coming from
another culture. Educational packages For each program are being
produced far schools acrass the country.

In January, Meclean's van a cover story on the soaring market
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Immigrants on their way to Canada on the S.S. Empress of Britain, cfrea
1910, from Everyman's Heritage: An Album of Canadian Folk Life,
edited by Magnus Einarsson, Natfonal Museumns qf Canada, 202 pagvs,
$12.50 cloth (ISBN 0 660 00101 2); $3.50 paper (ISBN D 660 00124 1).

value of native art in Canada, including the work of Ojibway
painter Del Ashkewe, who illustrated the Ojibway Folk tale, How
the Birds Got Their Colours, published by Kids Can Press. Far
Fmm being outside the new wave of multicult, the book industry
has recently been hit by a flesh flood of titles.

The trend toward ethnic packaging is probably most visible in
educational publishing. Last year Van Nostrand Reinhold pub-
lished the first two volumes in its multicultural social-studii
series: The Ukrainian Canadians and The Japanese Canadians.
Similar books on the ltalians. South Asians, Jews. Scots, French,
English, Irish, and Chinese are planned.

Each of the seven books in the Kids Can Press series has a text
in both English and a second language: Italian. Ukrainian. Hun-
garian, Bengali, Chinese. Ojibway, or Spanish. These fables and
fairy-tales are illustrated by artists fmm the respective cultures. An
additional volume in the series is in English only but set in
Trinidad.

Last spring James Lorimer & Co. published a series of grade-
four readers which foeus on inner-city living. The situations and
settings in three are distinctly ethnic: Cedric has moved from
Jamaica to Hamilton; Emily moves into a Portuguese neighbour-
hood and meets Fernanda; Louisa comes from Italy to stay with
her cousins in Toronto. Lorimer is bringing out a similar series of
grade-one readers this Fell. Last May Women's Press published
Come Wirh Us. a book written and illustrated by inner-city kids
Fmm many backgrounds and often used as an English-h-y-a-
second-language text.

Trade and college tides tend to be less predictable and a little
more bizarre. Last season True Confections (Musson), Sondra
Gotlieb’s Jewish cookbook disguised as novel, prompted one
reviewer to suggest adding an appendix on recipes. But this spring
McClelland & Stewart tops that with Thelma Stein’s ¥ou Eat
What You Are. a study of Canadian ethnic foods end earing
customs with individual chapters devoted to eachof 52 ethnic
groups. (The author is doing a doctorate in adult education and
multiculturalism at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.)
M & S also recently published a weighty tome of multicult essays
by academics, The Canadian Ethnic Mosuic, of which the most



provocatively titled is surely “Olga in Wonderland: Ethaicity in a
Technologieal Society.” by Wsevolod W. Isajiw.

If you've mot bad a mouthful yet, read on. Myma Kostashs AU
of Baba's Children has become a durable best seller and such first
novels as Frank Paei’s The [ralians and Gail Henley's Where the
Cherrivs End Up amused interest. By his asseciation with Houns-
low Press, aad by introducing such internationally known poets as
George Faludy and Waclaw Iwaniuk (not to mention five collec-
tions of Bulgarian writing). trend setter John Robert Colombo had
fed multicultural writing intothe mainstream of CanLit.
Colombo's The Poets of Canada anthology includes translations
of more than 20 Canadjan peets writing in languages other than
English or French. *“I'm looking at multiculturalism from the
point of view of the reality around us,” says Colombo. “European
continentalism interests me & great deal because it's something we
must work at. Canada has resisted North American integration,
My anthology is anattempt N add fuel to that fire.”

The flurry of recent activity also pleases the founders of Mosaic
Press/ Valley Editions, who first set up shop as a multicultural
publisher and now see larger houses jumping on the bandwagon.
Mosaic books include Modern Romanian Poeiry, a trilingnal
edition of Chilean-born surrealist poet Ludwig Zeller’s When the
Aunimal Rises from the Deep the Head Explodes and the Anthology
of Ukrainian Lyric Poetry. This spring Mosaic will publish
Strifing Roots, the story of five decades of Jewish life in Canada,
and From Tale 1o Tale, a collection of ethnic fairy-tales end
fobles,

This groundswell of publishing activity gets an added thrust
from the federal government’s multiculturalism policy. Although
Tmdeau first announced a multiculturalism policy in the House of
Commons in 1971, it was only last April that grants were made
directly available to publishers by the Secretary of State’s multi-
cultural program,

As well as assisting in the publication end translation of a
variety of trade books, the multicnlturalism program has com-
missioned the Generations Series for schools. Books on the Seots,
Poles, Portuguese. and Japanese (Ken Adachi’s The Enemy That
Never Was) are already out. Volumes onthe Greeks, Arabs,
Nonwegians, and Croats are nearing publication and about 25
books altogether are under contract, We can also expect to see a
YWho's Who of multicultural writing compiled from studies now
underway on black, Hungarian- and Spanish-Canadian writers.
Others are planned for poets and novelists writing in Polish. Urdu,
and Dalian.

The new wave of multiculturalism naturally breeds cynics as
well as troe believers. A common complaint is that groups tend to
narrow in focus by competing rather than interacting with one
another, .

“A lat of groups are ethnocentric,”™ says Judy Young,a
Titerary-projects officer with the mufticultural program. *“ The chief
objective of the directorate is the fostering of inter-relationships
between an ethnic group and the rest of Canadian society. But
befora that es” happen. you often have to make different ethnic
groups happy+in themselves.”

Professor Robert Hammey is president of the Multicultural His-
tory Seciety of Ontario (set up in 1976). co-director of the new
Ethnic end Immigration Studies Program at the Univemsity of
Toronto, and a co-author of Immigranis. He argues that No often
in the academic world the multicultural spirit is simply lacking:
“We need to have ethnic-studies programs that don't talk so much
about separate coltural heritages as about the fact of being an
immigrant, showing the similarities of experiences and developing
explanations that way as opposed to emphasizing the single his-
tories of single peaples. If that were ever really to happen. every-
one in Jewish studies wonld have 10 take a course in black studies
or viceversa’

Harey appr eciates the benefits of 2 gover nment multicultural
policy but wams of some pitfalls: “| werry not about whether
multicolturalism survives as a policy but whether it really serves
the purpose of ethnic survival to take these cultures away from
community institutions, pulting them in the hands of cultural
bursavcrats. Maybe that makes them more brittle in the end.”

<
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Energy Futures for Canadians

Canadians gan't afford lo be complacent about
energy. This revealing report warns of a serious
deterioration In the world of energy situation during
the next ten to fifleen years. It inslsts that Canadi-
ans can, and must develop new patterns of energy
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A baby Is going to be bornl Suddenly the couple
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of parenthood. This helpful handbook is designed
lo prepare parents for baby’s arrival and first year
of file. Il begins by offering up-to-date information
on all aspecls of pregnancy including health prob-
lems, hygiene, nutrition. and exercise. It goes on
to provide medically-proven, sensible advise on
infant care. This Indispensable publication helps
Canadian parents give their babies the beat.

After all. they deserve it, don't they? Appendix.
Paperbound. 11 cm x 17.5 cm. 270 pp.
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For all the concern about abuses, opportunists cashing in on a
trend, and 3 glut of books going unread, our history of neglect
scems warse. | N one of many recent rave reviews of The Boss
Suxophme by Toronto's Czech-bore Josef Skvorecky, the New
York Tnaes concludes: **We've had to wait a very long lime for the
.. . English trunslatton and now the American publication of these
superlutive. greatly moving works of art. And this says something
gravely disconcerting about American cultural provincialism. For-
tunately, the work has lost nene of itsimmediacy or luster, nor isit
likely to for a long time to come.”

The cultural climate throughout North America is definitely
changing. L ouise Dennys, who published the English translation
of The Buss Suxophone in Canada in 1977. believes that today not
just the Skvereckys of literature but also any talented writer who
works in a language other than English or French is far less likely
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“Skvorecky has had almost no recognition in Canada, except
For a book on films, All the Bright Young Men and Women.
Because of this, his stature es a writer within Canada was un-
recognized. But the recent inter est in multicuituralism has helped
to stmulate publishers' awareness of the potential that's lying like
gold all around them.”

Certainly Skvorecky's new novel. The Engineer of the Human
Soul, to be published thisfell by Later & Orpen, will nor likely

suffer from neglect. Set in Canada. the 700-page novel moves

beck and Forth in time from Nazi-occupied Czechodovakia to
Canada. “ Skvorecky himself as a writer now has made the bridge
into a new culture,™ says Dennys.

In 1933 Harold [nnis wrote: “ Nationalism provides the only
son basis for internationalism.” \We may now he entering an era
when, For Canada, the reverse holds true. 0

to he ignored than two or three years ago:

How to keep in
touch with a
federal fantasy

*Iulticaltural Canada: A Teacher’s
Guide to Ethnle Studier, by Dean D.
Wood. Ontario Institute for Studies in
Edueation, 140 pages, 010.50 cloth (ISBN
0 7744 0175 3).

By LORNE R. HILL

MULTICULTURALISM 1S confusion. In a strict
sense it does notexist. It is a federal fantasy,
an attempt to satisfy and defuse emergent
ethnic groups without damaging the social
fabric of Canada. |t isa temporary measure
to ease the pain of assimilation, get votes,
and enrich ourculture. It has been defined in
more than a dozen ways, ranging fmm
Canada’s national identity to a second-
language prognm. Its purposes are to keep
Quebec in Confederation and a political
party in power; to reduce rzeial strife in our
schoolsand communities; to strengthen
Canadian culwral nationalism; and to rec-
ognize the contributions of various groups
who Fedl they have beenignored. It is good
politics. How ¢an one argue against tolera-
tion, self-expression, sod nationalism?

The approaches to leeching multicul-
turalism are €S varied es the definitions.
Teaching about each group alphaberically
heads the list of slly things to do. followed
by the study of 2 local community in which
there are no sizeable ethnic groups or by a
tedious repetitive description of the immig-
rant experience. There ismot sufficient
material yet to teach a serious historical
approach and. if treated historically, mal-
ticulturalism becomes Canadian history.
Oatario even ingists that tbe reoats of our
cultural heritage he tanght, which takes us
back tothe Ancient Near East et least! That
teachers and students toler ate this idiocy
never ceases {0 amaze.

Sometimes they don’t tolerate it. Multi-
cultural courses in ethnic Southern Ontario
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are not over-enrolled. Ethnic week in one
school was called off by the students
themsdlves. They wanted to be Canadians.
It was their parents who were till attached
to theold country. Some courses degenerate
into score-keeping: \Which group contri-
buted the most? Other teachers rely on the
cuteness of each group 1o sustain the study.
Few programs would qualify eSa complete
course, and some critics have disavowed
multiculturalism completely es destructive
of national unity. Dean Wood is well aware
of these difficulties ‘and others besides.

The teacher’s dilemma, then, is how to
teach something so vague. Vagueness in-
vites muddlement cloaked in the jargon of
flexibility. free expression, student in-
terests, end local needs. On the other hand it
also allows a teacher to set his own limits.
Anﬁ thisiswhat Wood has done, and done
well.

He defines multiculturalism as ethnic
studies, thus eliminating the many other
cultures - Western, Eur opean, American,
Canadian, regional. rich. and poor — from
his course. A Christian who isarich
scientist, works for Ford. lives in a Cana-
dian city, sod didikes Americans,
Torontonians, and the poor does not qualify
for thisstudy. Nor do lots of Canadians rich
or poor who also shar e many_cultures.
Wood is only concerned with the cultures of
ethnic groups, althongh he minimizes refer-
ence to French and English because of their
familtarity. He does not waat ethnic groups
taught es a series sod equally deplores the
tokenism Found in other programs. He takes
five questions as his structuring device:
What isan ethnic group? How did these
groups get here? How do they relate to each
other? What effect has this had on Canada?
Whet Ekind of society should Canada be-
come?

Chapter One defines his study end relates
it to Canada and social studies. Chapter
Two contains the background information
necessary for the teacher to answer’ the
above questions which are outlined es five
unils in Chapter Three. The final chapteris a
72-page, grade-coded. annotated bibliog-
raphy of printand audio-visual resources for
a Wide variety of ethnic groups. Although
there are scattered references here to

gnde-five materiel thesources are really For
the secondary level. SoisWood's ap-
proach.

Each unit proceeds from data to the
creation of a concept or generalization sod
then to its application or testing. The first
three units are divided into four topics, each
with objectives, teaching strategies, and
references. The teaching methods vary
throughout = from films and lectures M
discussions. small groups. interviews, and
role-playing -with ample reading assign-
ments. Holding all this together is the social
science inquiry process iato which are
plugged additional skill. knowledge, and
effective objeaives. The ethnic groups are
sampled at each stage but the focusis on
Canada and not on each group, a vital
distinction.

Unit One opens with an ethnic film
festival that, as the author admits. may have
m be replaced with readings in some areas
because of the unavailability of the films.
Unit Three oninterethnic relations has
students rank the groupson a continuum
from segregation m assimilation, examine
what changes are accuring and why, explain
ethnic dratification. sod discuss diserimi-
nation. This may be too difficult for all but
senior academic classes. Unit Five asks:
Should Canada become a truly multi-
cultural. bilingual society? “ Should”
leaves the impression we ean smply will a
multicultural society inm existence. And
this isalittle naive, But think again. We are
teaching a fantasy. To hold to it we have to
ignore ar minimize the' larger issues of
assimilation /M American culture, the scar-
city of truly multiculwral, multi-ethnic
individuals in Canada. and the touchy
French-English question. A better question
begins with the word “Can.”

Nevertheless. Wood hss designed a
sound academic inquiry into ethnic studies.
Itis teachable. sophigticated, and timely.
Each step in the program is carefully
explained and controlled whilethe under-
standings are precisely and methodically
developed. The bibliography is first-rate
and the teaching units can be inserted in
both history sod sociology courses. The
total program should set a standard wher-
ever multiculturalism is offered. I
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‘Rabbii Angsirom, I presume?’

The birds may be exotic but Updike treads on familiar
ground in either state — Pennsylvania or sub-Saharan Kush

by Douglas Hill

The Coop. by John Updike, Random
Howe. 299 pages. $11.95 cloth (ISBN O

39- 50268 x).

TWENTY BOOKS in 20 years, eight of them
novels formore, if you count Bech: A Boo.4
and Marry Me, a **romance™), and half as
many volumes of short stories. John
Updike's position as one of the major fiction
writers in the United Statesis secure; it
would be eccentric to question it, tedious to
judtify it.

As most readers will already know. this
new novel takes Updike an ocean away
from the narrow vein of sexual and mete-
physical anxiety he has o diligently worked
in eastern Pennsylvania and Massachuseits.
It'sworth remembering, however, that
unlike John Q'Hara and John Cheever, his
fellow miners of the mid-Atlantic lode.
Updike's receptivity and adaptation to new
patterns Of behaviour and modes of percep-
tion has consigtently strained against his
geographical inertia. Though he hasn’t
attacked subjects that announce themselves
as possessing quite the portentous topicality
that some of Bellow's or Mailer’s or
Malamud's do. he has tried, like them, to
stay afleat amid the successive breaking
waves of American consciousness and life-
dyle witness tie explicit acknowledgement
and assimilatien of change. personal and
cultural, from Rabbir, Runto Rabbit
Redix, from the quintessential studies of
high-school trauma to the recent stories of
separation and remarriage.

The Conp purports to be the memoirs of
Colonel Hakim Félix Ellelodi, deposed
president of the sub-Saharan state of Kush,
written from his exile in Nice. The book
describes his struggles to maintain and
understand his power . his relations with his
four wives and one mistress, and his
memories, tender and puzzled. of his four
years at McCarthy College in Franchise,
Wisconsin, during the 1950s.

Eltellot himsdlf (the name means **free-
dom'')isa many-sided character. by turns
impetuous and meditative, obtuse and in-
sghtful. dogmatic and witty. He manages
his self-esnminarion with frequent irony.
but it never quite protects him against his
bafflement and frustration about the role,
the identity. that his life has been & quest
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for. **Aleaderisone who, out of madness or
goodness, volunteers to take wpon himsalf
the woe of a people,” Ellellod says. Mad or
good — the exhausted conscience of his
tragic, comic-opera country in either case
— heraises questions about himsdf. and
about the fete of Idamic Marxism, that
Updike takes serioudy. without irony, end
that a reader must meet and try to answer.

The story moves on a number of levels
simultaneoudly. As a work of moral end
religious cultural analysis it meets its great-
est challenges. The results are mostly
satisfying, but at times the pronouncements
seem toc comfortable, like epigrams, ortoo
grained. like sermons, and they regularly
give the feel of coming straight fmm the
author, not from the fictional character.
Preaching worked, as a vehicle to deliver
the goods, in A Month of Sundays, but them
the hem was a minister of God. not of an
emergent revolutionary nation.

The political surfaces ate brighter, ifonly
because here the textbook rhetoric of
Ellellofi’s doctrines rubs constantly againgt
his humanism and humanity. Hisslogans
“America, that fountainhead of obscenity
end glut,” for astart — battlewith his
nostalgic impressions of American con-
sumerism — drugstores. living-rooms.
luncheonettes. It's possible, also. to find in
the political narrative afitful allegory of
Richard Nixon's contemporaneous fall and
exile (toanother writing-desk by another
sea).I don’t think it all harmonizes exactly.
but some of the chords are delicious.

With the relationship between Ellellofi
and his women, Updike is on ground that
will seem familiar, even if the bids are
exotic. He loops a magic skein of images

John Updike

and associations back and forth from wife to
wife, wife to mistress, snaring their es-
sences lightly bat firmly. As the Colonel’s
official power diminishes, each woman in
ha way-mythic, sexual. bureaucratic ==
eludes his attempt to regain. or perhaps
simply to find, mastery over her.

Updike's prose has been in constant
ironic motion to encircle experience for two
decades. At its least successful, it can dance
off into mete wordplay — mete, but
brilliant, delightful-and lese touch with
the realities it poses narcissigtically above.
In The Coup, language doesn’t seem to
push for effects so self-conscioudly; it's

-content to rivet past to present, emotion to

experience, with controlled bursts of mete-
phor. Updike, as always, can notice things,
can pick up the tiny yet significant detailin a
scene with more assurance then any other
post-war American novelist save Nabokov.

The most remarkable peculiarity of the
style, besides an exagger atedly manic
Woody Allen/Peter De Vries dement now
and again, is its fluctuation between
first-person and third-person narrative. Up-
dike has Ellellod obser ve that *“there are
two selves’ in hiswriting. *the one who
acts and the | who experiences,” but this
formula doesn’t fully explain the phenom-
enon. Theshifts are handled unobtrusvely.
but the reader is repeatedly caught, stopped,
and thrown back by the realization that a
shift has taken place.

What Updike has accomplished with this
technique, | think, iSto focus attention, in
an unusual way, upon his perennial subject.
From the beginning his heroes have suffered
from hope and innocence. fram the belief,
not always articulated. that there ‘must
somewhere be a doorway to that kingdom of
dreams whose radiance gleams through the
fabric of daily life remembered. His stories
inevitably tell of searches, The Coup
doubles the stakes by assuming a formal
mode of search — the memoir — which
tries t0 uncover the beginnings and deed-
ends of all Ellellofi’s previous intuitive,
ingtinctual srivings. The alternation of “I”
and “he” works undemneath flashbacks and
evocations to create a voice caught in the
shythms of time past and present. The
sexing, the landscape and skyscape ——
prehistoric mck end send, eternal stars —
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adds u fucther perspective, en almost
dimensionless seale, to man's smell strug-
gles within the dome of time.

The Coup is marvellously inventive,
dramatically convincing — all of Updike's
novels have been “interesting” — and
profound. Hakim Félix Ellelloi may be
educated. urbane. black, but he's lost,
dislocated. mismatched against history —
like Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom, like con-
temporary man. {1

The sky has
fallen, the
sky has fallen

Operafion Morning Light, by Leo
Heaps. Paddington Press, illustrated, 208

ees, $11.50 cloth (ISBN 0 448 22425 9).

By CHRIS SCOTT

o% DEC. 15. 1977, NORAD officials in
Cheyenne. Colorado, noticed a significant
perturbation in the orbit of cosmos 954, a
Russian satellite carrying 110 pounds of
ensiched uranium that had been launched
the previous September. Soviet authorities
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assured their Western counterparts that in
the event of Cosmos’ malfunction. a fail-
safe mechanism would break the satellite
into three pieces, catapulting the nuclear
power Pack 900 miles farther into space.
Early on the morning of lan. 24,1978,
Cosmos 954 landed in the Barrens district of
the Northwest Territories. Its *‘footprini'*
-the length and breadth of the impact area
— was some 400 miles long by 50 to 60
miles wide; the nearest town was Yellow-
kniﬁ-., at the western end of Great Slave
Lake; the weather was 50 degrees below
zera with @ wind chill factor of 20: and no
one knew how much. if any, of the reactor
core had survived re-entry.

Leo Heaps,a former paratrooper lutned
historian and novelist, has written a book
that takes the hermetically sealed cover off
the subsequent cleanup attempt. Operation
Morning tight. Code namesand acronyms
in the book lend credibility to the author’s
claim that this is, in essence, a story of our
time: NEST. for example, which stands for
the Nuclear Emergency Search Team
(U.S.). or Canada’s own NAST - the
Nuclear Accident Search Team. My
favourite was NEVOO — The Nevada
Operations Office of the U.S. Department
of Energy in Las Vegas — a weirdly
symbolic locale that affords Heaps some
play.

The first “hit” made by the joint
U.S.-Canada research team was recorded
by a gamma-ray spectrometer aboard a
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Canadian Forces Hercules. three days after
impact. The first substantial pieces of
wreckage were found by Mike Mobley and
John Mordhurst, two young Americans
retracing the last trip of the Arctic explorer,
John Homby. They heated their encounter
with the missionaries of a failed fail-safe
technology *‘asa bit of a joke. but next
moring a Canadian military Twin Otter
landed on skis at their camp. As they
boarded the plane. Mordhurst and Mobley
jokingly shouted, ‘Unclean. we're un-
clean!” at the pilot. They had no idea what
was s store for them.”

They were lucky. The debris they found
gave off 15 Reentgens, enough to cause a
health problem given prolonged expaosure.
At Fort Reliance, 140 miles to the west,
another fragment gave off 200 roentgens,
and still other fragments gave off twice that
amount — lethal doses. This debris most
have been close to thereactor core, but what
had happened to the core itseff? Unusual
amounts of radon == emitted in the dis-
integration of uranium — found in the air
above Great Slave Lake, suggested that the
con had been vaporized during re-entry,
scattering millions of radioactive particles
over an area of 16,000 square miles.

While the search was underway. Yellow-
knife experienced a minor financial boom
from the influx of scientists and the inteina-
tional press. Sig Sigvaldason, editor of The
Yellowknifer, wrote a thank-you note to the
Soviet ambassador: “The Russians have

ROOM'S DICTIONARY OF

7. OXFORD PAPERBACK
DICTIONARY

fCompiled by Joyce M. Hawkins

This entirely new member of the Oxford
|family of dictionaries has been specially
prepared for those who need & compact,
Jup-to-date. and moderately priced guide
§to the English of today. It contains the
gwords and phrases most likely to be met
#in everyday use, including many slang
#and colloquial expressions and the basic
fvocabulary of the sciences and technology

® The Dictionary has two features which
M no other dictionary of this size offers.
First, names of countries and their
fpeoples, major capital cities, U.K.
counties, states of the U. S. A., and
Australia, and provinces of Canada, are

Bincluding comments about words that
are easily confused. This brand new
Jdictionary will prove indispensable for
®use in the home, office and school.

766 pp. Paperbound $5.95
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CAUGHT IN THE WEB OF WORDS
James Murray and the Oxford
English Dictionary

K. M. Elisabeth Murray

This story of how a largely sel-
educated boy from a small village in
Scotland entered the world of scholar-
ship and became the first editor of
the Oxford English Dictionary has
been described by Anthony Burgess
as ‘one of the finest biographies of
the twentieth century, as its subject
was one of the finest human beings
of the nineteenth. Everybody who
speaks English owes Murray an un-
payable debt. Everybody even dimly
awere of that debt ought to devour,
es | have done, this most heartening
story of learning, energy, faith and
sheer simple humanity.’

First published by the Yale Uniy-
ersity Press in 1977. this ‘entirely
splendid’ (Sunday Tefegraph) book
is now issued in Oxford Paperbacks.

400 pp., 26 half-tones. Paperbound
Available April 1979 $0.75

CONFUSIBLES

Edited by Adrian Room

‘Brusque’ and ‘brisk’, ‘baroque’ and
‘rococo’, ‘notable’ and ‘noticeable’:
This new-style dictionary sorts out
annoying words, alike in sound and re.
lated in meaning, that so frequently
get misused and confused. Covering
a wide range of words. from exotic
‘mufti’ and ‘Mahdi’ to the homely
‘erimplene’ and ‘terylene,’ from the
abstruse ‘stertorous’ and ‘strepitous’
to slangish ‘kinky’ and ‘kooky’,
examples of their correct, and some.
times incorrect usage and. in many
cases, an explanation of their origin.
An Introduction explains how a con-
fusible arises, and an Appendix lists
many of the prefixes and suffixes
that serve only to compound the con-
fusion. In short, Room’s Dictionary
seeks to define, distinguish and dif-
ferentiate; it will also distract, divert
and delight.

266 pp. Clothbound
Available April 1979

612.95
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contributed more lo the economy of the
Yellowknife area in a few days than the
federul government does in a year.” The
BBC calied. asking if anyone had thought of
using #boat to look for Cosmos in Grest
Slave Lake. (The iceat that time was four
feet thick.1 One scientist, an American.
thought he could do his snooping dressed in
a business suit and carrying a gamma-my
detector in a briefcase -in order to look
inconspicuous. Mayor Fred Henne, who
felt that surely semewne must have known
where Cosmos was going 10 crash, pm
tested to Defence Minister Barney Danson.
His protests were ignored. To members of
the Dog Rib tribe, already beset with scares
about memory and arsenic poisoning. the

meteor that burned across the heavens on
the morning of Jan. 24 could only be a Sign
of worse things to come. They were right.

Operation. Morning Light raises vest
problems: of responsibility and jurisdiction.
of governmenta and scientific credibility,
Of national and international safety
standards. The ultimate question might just
be the future of life on this planet. For only a
fraction of the material gathered from
Cosmos 954 came from the reactor core.
Somewhere. OPerhaps in the troposphere or
on the ground, in eur lungs or the food we
edt. there is the best part of 110 pounds of
uranivm, Witbehalflifeoffrom7.07t08.91
hundred million years, itis not going to go
away, O

To keep our

Spirits up

by Sean Virgo

Dreamspeaker and Tem Eyos Ki and
the Land Claims Question, by Cam
Hubert. Clarke Irwin, 137 pages, $10.95

cloth{ISBN 0 7720 1220 2).

1EIRST ENCOUNTERED Cam Hubert's work
ina dramatization by Hagan Beggs at the
Gastown Saloon. Vancouver. Four actres-
ses explored the contemporary woman's
soul through poetry end music, and among
the anguished. alienated pieces one voice
stood out like aravensery in adiscotheque.
It wasa simple prayer of fear and appease
ment to the Headless Woman, the aborigi-
nal soul-catcher, by a young woman whose
wense Of the world. of her salf, and of
the nawre of fizar was utterly different from
that of her 20th-century whitesisters. It was
chilling and terror-stricken but it was com-
pletely unconfused about reality.

Cam
Canadian who impersonates — as a great
actress=AAight native
Indian.what S h

does because it works in its own terms and
bacanse she is so untainted by the usual
flaws of Amrrindiophiles. Them is no shrill
indignation, no
ticizly. nostylistic pastiche. Sheobvioudy
wears a brown skin because it fits her and

TemEvos Ki and the Land Claims
Ouestion is written (itseems more natural to
say “spoken” because the style works) by
Ri-Ki. a Z& year-old Neotka girl who will
one day be her village's Old Women and
who becomes involved. without rhetoric, in
political activism. The plot is minimal but
the mature of Ki-Ki's people spesks strongly
through it and we are instructed. Some of
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the information is familiar: “It's nice that
people. walk in without knocking because
they fed at home in yourplace, and it's right
that any child can go toany houseand get a
jam sandwich or a glass of milk, sameas at
his own place. .”* Other insights are mom
suggestive: “And | saw my granay turn
from Granny to Old Woman right in front of
my eyes. Her whole face changed and she
stared a hole right through me. ."

For it is the spirit world, as casually
accepted as the house next door, that Cam
Hubert is most concerned with and most
successful in evoking. The child protagonist
in each of these stories s, in our terms,
“different.” Peter in Dreamspeaker isa
disturbed delinquent; Pete in Tem Eyos Ki
is a strange-looking half-breed, scarcely
kept dive after a difficult birth. But Peteis
regarded from birth as “*‘sacred’* because in

Hubert wrdteiA I8realsisatihités what being different

means. Deformity or retardation has a
purppse: sometimes to nudge the people in a

enew direction (as here); sometimes smply

lo affirm the blessings of normality and
health.
Peter, on the other hand, gets more

condestomans i odiffergntas lime goes on because the white

culture’s ingtitutions and psychiatry re-
inforce hisapartness. |t is only when heruns
away and is adopted by old Dreamspeaker

that his problems are perceived as spiritual
ones, and are dealt with by spirit powers.
Normality, a while concept, is Irrelevant.
Love, 2 smple, uncloying openness, is
vital.

Both stories suggest that the aborigina
spirit redlities are available and helpful to
white people. This, despite Cam Hubert's
acknowledgement that redlities change
drastically fmm tribe to tribe among native
peoples. So Dreamspeaker's companion,
the mote He Who Would Sing, may not be
an Indian at all and Peter is certainly white.
There are. it's true. some simplifications
here: that Peter's paralyzing nightmare
figure should correspond s0 closely (at least
visualy) to the mythic Sisiutl, the two-
heeded snake; and that (before — recap-
tured — he hangs himself) the Stlatacom
guardians should talk to him about **trans-
mutation and transmigration,*” But essen-
tially this approach is convincing. espe-
cially when set against the vivid pictare of
our culture's sorry treatment of victims
fmm both races. The stories insist on
culture and perception rather than race and
heredity.

Dreamspeaker is a harrowing tale, in
which the white culture’s impotence is
stressed over its insengitivity and its cruelty
is not stressed at all. Everything in it —
from spirit vision to sexual comedy; from
foolish old men to wise old children; from
half-baked judges to half-bred jokers -is
clay-footed, radiant. and seemingly artless.

Very few books are written with such
ardent smplicity that analysis can only
connect with them in little ways. Thisis one
of them. | didn’t see Claude Jutra’s award-
winning film of Dreamspeaker, though |
imagine most readers will have. | hope the
film’s popularity will pm the book enta the
best-seller list. It deservesit. O

Cocky killer,
cockney quest

The Evil That Men Do. by R. Lance

Hill. Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 309 pages,
11.95 cloth (TSBN 08129 07 .

Means of Escape, by Spencer Dunmore,
Collins. 217 pages, $11.95 cloth (ISBN 0

432 U504 4).

By PHIL SURGUY

THE STAR OF R. Lance Hill’s new thriller,
The Evil That Men Do. isa cool. ex-CIA
assassin named Holland. who hits only
baddies. Hired by an American journalist
and a pair of Chileanexpatriates, he goes to
Guatemala to kill one Clement Moloch, a
Welsh disciple of the notorious Dr.
Mengele who has made a fortune by
torturing people and teaching apprentice
torturers the finer tricks of hi trade on

. —————— . B ——rra—
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ANOTHER BROADFOOT
SPECIAT NOW IN PAPER

First class material for your
CdJ.a.n Studies Curriculum.

YEARS OF SORROW, YEARS OF SHAME
BARRY BROADFQOT
Non-Fiction 7701-0091-0 $5.95

YEARS QF SORROW, YEARS OF SHAME

The story of Japanese Canadians in World War Il by Barry Broadfoot

Barry Broadfoot, author of TEN LOST YEARS. SIX WAR YEARS and THE PIONEER

YEARS, again armed with his tape recorder and his curlosily, has penstrated the lragedy

of the Japanese Canadians during World War II.

YEARS OF SORRAOW, YEARS OF SHAME lets the Japanese and other Canadians who

lived through this terrible time, lell the story In their own words, It Is a dramatfe witness to

a frightening episode from our recent past, one we should not forget — lest it happen again.
Three other non-licticn titles from Barry Broadtoot are

also avalfabfe from .pape_ﬂacks Get them where you buy books or use the couponf

TENLOST YEARS — Memories of Canadians Who Survived The Depression 7737-7084-f $5.85

SIX V/AR YEARS — Memories of Canadians at Home and Abroad 7787-1114-X 8595
PIONEER YEARS — Memorias of Setllars Who Opened The West 7701-0080-0 £5.95

SPECEALHEVFEW :......... ....... cervsas
COPY OFFER TO ; Order Form a ?;}mf'z;‘ff‘j:;m e
E DUCA F@H S ! _: Pleasa rush me the foltowing Broadiaol titles: LaR 2t

. . «  No.ol
Enclose this form with your . coples %'gf-'uggio Te  oF SoR OF SHANE
S ————————— g EAl ROW. YEARS H.
cheque or money order for $16.50 : 7701-0060-0 PIONEER YEARS
and we will send you a compli- L T SIX WAR YEARS
mentary package of all four titles! —— T73TT00 TEN LOST YEARS

Please enclosa chequae or money order {or $16.50.
\Wa cannol be responsible lor orders conlalning cash,

(please prinl clasrly)

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR _ NARIE. -
REGULAR - SCHOOL ADDRESS
PAPERJACKS SUPPLIER T

POSTAL CODE.
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behalf of various nasty governments.

With Holland as cover IS a woman whose
husband and father were barbarously killed
by Molech in the soccer stadium in San-
tiago. At one point she asks, “Why would
you always wish to kill people?” Holland
replies. “Because some people need killing
+.+, Because we're allborn with someone's
hands in vur pockets and someone's cock up
our ass, and we smile and we bend over
farther becuuse we went our fleeting little
space and we don't know how to hit beck. |
don't likeit. I hit back.”

That's the sort of hero we need these
days: but Hill dissipater his mythic ambi-
tions with rambling passages detailing Hol-
land and the woman's developing relation-
rbip, and by muking Moloch’s destruction
too easy. Holland smply isn’t tested
enough to be a satisfying hem.

Which isn't to say The Evil That Men Do
isa bad book (some parts are quite good,
particularly those dealing with Moloch's
efforts to maintainan upper-middle-class
lifostyle, and a harrowing bar fight that
bares the psychic wherewithal of Holland's
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violence). Evil is no better end no worse
than the dozens of similar books that appear
on the paperback tacks every year. and it's
good to see a Canadian getting a share of
that market.

Means of Escape is the fifth nove by
Spencer Dunmore, an Englishmen who
emigrated to Canadain the mid-1950s. He
now is en advertising executive and livesin
Burlington. Ont. His story istold almost
entirely from the point of view of Ron
Pollard, a young cockney RAF sergeant
whose bomber is shot down over Germany
in December. 1944. Pollard makes hisway
toward Belgium endthe Allied lines. first in
the company of his injured squadron |eader,
then with a German officer who had, the
previous July, taken part in the Goerdeler-
Beck plot againgt Hitler's life.

Pollard and the German's journey is
impeded by a number of complications,
including the Battle of the Bulge and en
overzealons cell of the Belgian under-
ground. end the climax of the narrative
explains the mad way they finally do get off
the Continent. R's & good, tritm yarn that is
made afl the more interesting by Pollard’s
lower-class consciousness end his impati-
ence With the deliberate heroics of his
superior officers. He is rarely more than a
stage cockney; yet the book doesn’t suffer.
especialy if one can imagine the Michael
Caine movie that might have been made
from this story 15 years ego. O
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Lines from
the junction

Empire, York Street. pv Erin Mouré
House of Anansi, 70 pages, $5.95 pap
ISB

N 088784 072 8).

By A. F. MORITZ

ERIN MOURE’S FIRST b0OK gives use poet in
struggle with ““the god of thisworld seen/in
a green ditch beside/ a railway siding.”
These poems set out to acknowledge the full
dehumanizing weight of the world and still
win affirmation. And affirmation does occur
— infrequent, frail, threatened es perhaps it
must be. yet powerful, because poetic
strength assures UsS that it is real end
achieved, not merely asserted.

A nervous energy of language, fresh and
gripping phrases, snarply observed images
of urban end industrial |ife — these are the
most immediately striking features of
Empire. York Street. Mouré is capable of
nature imagery and simple lyrics. but her
poetic eye more often lights on garage roofs
of corrugated iron; 40-watt bulb; in the halls
of cheap apartment buildings, a shipment of

SUNFLAK.

children as does Sun

Celebrate The International Year Of The Child Withs:

ES & SNOWSIH

A-Canadian Child’s Year
by Fran Newman & Claudette Boulanger

j—
-

NE

it 1S AIFFICUIt tothink of abook that so completely
invokes the environment and activities of Canadian

kes & Snowshine.”

- from the afterword by Sheila Egoff.

* 081/2”x101/2” laminated hardcover book.
o 56 pages. 24 full-page, full-colour illustrations.

o For ages 8-12. Available Feb. ‘79.
o $6.95 until Aug. 30 ‘79. $7.95 thereafter.

NEW From Scholastic’s
NORTH WINDS PRESS

123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill, Ontario. L4C 3G5.,
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tungsten; electrical wiring: railway switch-
yurds; **a certain amownt of equipment/
assembled on the floor.”

Although our civilization is filled with
junk. Mouré sees it es an attempt to
transcend the sorrows of existence. OF an
airplane Janding. she says: “A sopped earth
rises to enclose/ this technology of human

flight."" She respects. even as she relent- '

lessly exposes their Failures. the various
**empires™ man has tried to establish over
his situation and himself. Such failure is at
the heart of our ruin: “The bleakness you
see is the swell/of your own heart in Front of
ou. .."
y How. from this, ean affirmation arise?
Mouré senses its presence in the past. in
nature, the intellect. religion, childhood.
The potential has always been squandered.
yet it remains.
O child in the brown coal, wearing vut the
gravel
wivonr song, tefl us, compel us
like the haze as the sun eats it hugely, that
We' low
should carry a rapture
hencicent, benedictory, like trees
hear their shook leaves.

For Mouré, es For all poets. the key to the
locked affirmation is the creative word.
**Yes," she says, “‘there are allegiances
that forgive us. if we speak their names
/1t is because the word is rescue.
& possible, /that wesitin the tom wood and
sing...." Rescue is possible. Although
achieved only in snatches. privileged mo-
ments, it iSthe one chanee For man. And For
Canada, through which Mouré concretely
sees both the human dilemma and the
human hope: **This landscape is only as
good/as the moment your hand reaches
out to the man: now/accept his gift of
syllables.”

Mouré&*s voice iS direct end incisive, but
her poems also have a solid intellectua
framework: science. history. and ethnology
ate here, and literatore from Lucretius to
Voltaira to Hopkins. Thisis a consistently
interesting collection containing several
truly remarkable poems. Best of al. it
show us a rigorous mind working seriously
in language, seriously inthe poem. QO

Age can
wither hinn

L\Vrlnkles. by Charles Simmons.

AcGraw-Hill Ryerson, [82 pages, $10.50
loth (ISBN 0 374 29333 3).

By VALERIE HUSSEY

CHARLES SIMMONS, novelist and an editor of
the New York Times Book Review, is
receiving plaudits in the United States for
his third novel. Wrinkles. He is virtually
unknown in Canada and it is difficult to
locate hisfirst two npvels, Powdered Eggs

e R Al e L ) P

LN L R DA S

(1964) and An Old-Fashioned Darling
(1971). These works are wry sexua com-
edies. One wonders why they did not gain
greater popularity, for they contain the
ingredients For 1960s success-coming of
age in America, unabashedsex, irreverence.
and questing for love. adventure, and work.
They an worthy of attention in their own
right. However, there is nothing in the ~
structure of these novelsto prepare us forthe
departure from traditional narrative Form
that Simmons makes in Wrinkles. Butdepart
he does, and the result is intriguing.

Despite its ostensibly funny title, the
novel is not a comedy. Composed of a series
of 44 vignettes, this study of an unnamed
protagonist is developed from thematically
related recollections. some of which include
parents, friends, school, religion, sex, chil-
dren, and marriage. But the man, a writer in
hismid-50s. living alone in New York, does
not recount his own history. Smmonsuses
a self-effacing narrator — himself — to
relate objectively a chain of remembrances
that begin in childhood and go beyond the
man’s present into projected old age. The
result is akin to reportage with insight.

The specifies of his life are essentially
unremarkable. He was bom in 1924 and
raised es a Catholic after his mother; he had
an older brother, with whom there was little
rapport. Simmons has the keen ability to
recall 2 child’s manner of association:

He wanted t0 do what older people did, but
he did not want tO be like them. He did not
went to be like his father, who had no fun;
or hisbrother, who kept to himself and

nted when thinki Ng; Or his parents® male

ends, who rose from chairs with
difficulty; or priests, who had bad manners
and stains on their clothing.

He will marry et 22, have his first
adulterous affair at 30, father two daughters
before separating from his wife, and publish
his first novel et 40. The recollections of
young manhood to present middle age
reveal the dreams, wishes, and lies that
sparked his life, and the disappointments,
angers. and illusions that marked it:

Afler his children were grown he fell in love

witha young woman. Their initial passion-

ate lovemaking i degenerating into impor-
tunity and accommodation. Although the
refationship has lessened hiS self-regard,
his potency. and the affection of his friends
(whom she snubs) he dreads losing her.

Each vignette ends in his not-yet lived old
age; alime of projection and insight. The
insights are personal. and so they should be.
For this has not been a life of striking
revelations.

He will conclude that success in love is like
success in anything. notavailabte to those
who don’t know what's possible.

As he gets older KC will sometimes try tO
inguire INtO hiSdeepest wishes, hoping to
find a wesriness with |ife that would make
death less fearsome, but can't.”

And so a portrait emerges — genuine.
unsentimental, and complete. It seems
likely that every reader will recognize some
familiar winkle inthis affective study. Q

CF WMEN AND
QUIR TIMIE

L}

by Morton Shulman

As a Member of the Legislature,
Morton Shulman

o revealed racketeering and
kickbacks between doctors
and medical labs

o witnessed the smuggling of
drugs on the Maid ofthe Mist

o investigated organized crime
and became the object of a
$50,000.00 Mafia contract on
his life

And lived to tell the tale in this

exciting chronicle of eight years

on the backbenches and the
front pages.

224 pages $10.95

ADRDVENTURES OF
A BYSTANDER

by Peter Drucker

The man behind Management,
Peter Drucker tells how he
became the world expert on
management and finance and
the men he has met and ad-
mired including Henry Luce,
Buckminster Fuller and Mar-
shall McLuhan,

352 pages $17.50
NOW in Paperbaclc
JOE CLARIK

The Emerging Leader

by Michael Nolan
Photos by Ted Grant

“Stylish, crisply written and
often beautifully photographed
... a broad sweep of Joe Clark
from his childhood. .,an inside
view of the men and women

behind Clark.”
-The Edmonton Journal
192 pages $6.95 paper

-& Fitzhenry & Whiteside
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Other eras, other options

Had things gone a bit differently 200 years ago,

some of us might now be planning a vacation in the
Independent Mohawk Confederate States of America

by Lome R. Hill

Mrs. Simcoe’s Diary (1978 edition),
edited by Marv Quayle Innis, Laurentian

Libmry, Macmillan, 223 pages, $4.95
aper (ISBN 0 7705 1729 3).
The Canadfans: A Coniinuing Serles.

Joseph nt trie (ISBN

0 7705 1729 3)% Ned Hanlan, by Frank

: Luc
Minud Montpomer ollie Gillen
(ISEN 44 3); Catherine

Schubert. by Vicky Metcalf (ISBN

0 88902 243 7); Fitzhenry & Whiteside,
each 64 pages and $3 paper.

GIVE THE MARITIMES tO the English,
Quebec to the French. and Ontario to the
native peoples. Or give Ontario to the En-
glish but make them live under French
jaws, the Roman Catholic Church, end a
feudal system. Better yet, ignore the native
peoples; make Canada French and ship the
English to other parts of the British Em-
pire. Or create an Indian state in the Ohio
valley to separate the English in the United
States from the French in Canada.
Unreasonabl €? Perhaps. But 200 years
“go these options were being considered by
the British authorities as they watched their
empire crumble in North America: the
Americans were in revolt; the Indians end
Europeans were massacring each other;
and the Loyalists were fleeing the 13 Col-
onies for refuge under the British flag. Had
any of these plans bee” implemented the
present map of North America might be

quite different. Imagine the officia lan-*

guage of Ontario as |roquois or French.
Imagine English Canadians assimilated by
French Canadians. Or Canadians vacation-
ing today in the independent Mohawk Con-
federate States of Americal

But Britain lost this war to reunite the
continent. So John Graves Simcoe wassent
to Canada as a governor with the responsi-
bility of creating a Loyalist colony in On-
tario. Ontario was to be e shining jewel, a
model of stable British government and
conservative values in preparation for the
day when the new republican experiment
of the United States would collapse and
Americans plead to rgjoin the British
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Empire. Ontario was to be a counter-
revolutionary society on the border of a
revolutionary state.

Elizabeth came with her husband and
kept a diary. |t has been reissued es a
Laurentian Library edition. But in it there
are only occasional echoes of this larger
turbulence. Elizabeth’s strength was as &’
acute observer of the social and physical
environment. Yet in June, 1796, her diary
records that Joseph Brant end his sons
dined with the Simcoes prior to their depar-
tore for England.

It was obvious Brent had lost — his
vision of an India@’ confederacy shattered
for al time. There would be no Indian
state. Britain refused to guarantee it and the
Americans sent an army into the Ohio to
prevent it. Petrie tells the story of Brent's
attempls to ensure an independent future
for the Iroquois; to keep them united; to get
the best deal possible from Britain; and of
his subsequent disappointment and
banishment to an Ontario reserve at Brant-
ford.

Elizaheth had Sketched Brant’s village
on one of her many rambles through
Southern Ontario. But her favourite haunt
was the Toronto islands where she walked
with her husband on cool summer eve’-
ings. The Governor. preoccupied with
threats of American invasien, considered
fortifying this spit of land et the entrance to
the bay. And o to this day Gibraltar Point
protects Toronto Harbour, a towering low-
land sandbar defended by smartly waddling
grenadiers. But today it isusualy called
Hanlan’s Point.

One is hard-pressed to think of another
Canadian of such showmanship as that dim
little oarsman, Ned Hanlan. This Muham-
mad Ali of Canadian sport toyed with his
opponents, humiliated them, erushed them
by psychological warfare. He would pause
in mid-course to talk with spectators; re-
fresh himself; blow kisses to the cheering
crowds and pretend exhaustion only to the”
smile et his arm-weary rival before shoot-
ing “head to the finish. Once, Ned won so
easily he spun around end beat his oppo-
nent once more to the finish line.

I” the 1880s this world champion was
everyone's hem. Toronty paraded for him.
Canadians compared Ned to Alexander the
Gresat. Australia renamed a town Teronto
in his honour, Americans adopted him end
Englishmen were glad he kept the world
championship in the British Empire. “Vic-
tor in three hundred consecutive races,’
““the “lost renowned oarsman of any age,”
“Ned I, King of the Canadas™*!

“Ridiculous!” sneered Goldwin Smith.
It is offensive to suggest “‘that Canada is
indebted to a professional oarsman for re-
demption from obscurity end contempt.”’
Well. Canada may linger in obscurity for
some time but Cosentino's delightful little
book has helped to rescue Ned Hanlan
from our *“cultural amnesia.”

Ned wen the Lord Dufferin Medal the
same year Lucy Mand Montgomery was
born. The Montgomerys had emiprated
from Scotland to the new Loyalist colony
of Prince Edward Idand just before the
American revolutionaries decided to fight.
The Montgomery clan prospered, watched
Prince Edward |sand join Confederation,
and helped to govern theisland. But the
family’ s reputation would have remained
provincial if Luecy had not taken to writing.

I Lucy Maud Montgomery Gillen has
condensed her earlier biography of the au-
thor of Anne OF Green Gables into a highly
readable aceount. That Canadd's first
successful freelance writer came from &
long-established family and society co”-
tains a lesson; that she wasa woman is
remarkable in that age; end that she
achieved thls reputation after being raised
by grandparents, bound to the homestead,
married et 33 to a preacher who suffered
bouts of mental illness. and then while rais-
ing her own family is extraordinary. Mill-
ions of copies of her 24 books ‘have been
sold world-wide in 16 Jangvages. Gillens
portrait of this Canadian heroine captures
ha strengths and leaves her weaknesses yet
to be explained.

The British lost; the Indians lost; the
continent divided; Canada was crested; the
existence of the French Canadians war
guaranteed; end. far from collapsing. the
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new American republic spread westward.
Canadians watched, fearful of American
northward penetration. [n1862 Canadians
armed once more against threats to unite
the whole continent under the American
cagle. In that year tbe most remarkable trek
in Canadian history took place. Catherine
Schubert walked from Fort Garry to Kam-
loops =— the first woman overland from
Eastern Canada to British Columbia.

Metcalf chronicles the fascinating jour-
ney of this Irish colleen from County Down
who left the potato famine for domestic
service in the United States. After getting
married in New England she travelled with
her husband to Fort Garry. Hen. obsessed
with news of gold rushes, her husband set
out for the West Coast with 200 men.
Catherine went too with a child stuck in
cach saddle bag until pack animals become
an encumbrance. Then on foot, on rafts,
and on stomachs the family manceuvred
through the Rockies. Destitute, starving.
freezing, lost, and pregnant she pinned ha
children to a pine raft that broke up on the
frothing Fraser. They were rescued by na-
tives minutes before she gave bii to a
daughter. An astounding tale of hardship,
obsession. courage, and luck.

Three visions: acontinent united under
the British or the Americans; a continent
balkanized by Americans, Englishmen.
Frenchmen and natives: and a continent

maturation of the Canadien nation. Yet like
Hanlan and Brant, their ultimate contribu-
tion must lie in the extent to which they
ennobled the Canadian spirit. Such were
the heraines.

Here isa checklist of other textbooks
received:

CANADIAN LITERATURE

Transitions I: Short Plays; A Source Book of
Canadian Literature; Transitions |I: Short
Fiction; A Source Book of Cenadian tit-
erature; Transitions HI: Poetry; A Source
Book of Canadian Literature; Teaching
Drama: A Resonrce Book to Transitions |;
by Greg Batt et al.; Teaching Short Fiction:
A Resource Book to Transitions IT, by Bruce
Nesbitt and Jack Hodgins, CommCept Pub-
lishing, Vancouver. 1978. 57.95 each. inter-
mediate-senior level. These three anthologies
of established Canadian plays. poems. and
short stories are accompaniad by two teacher
guides that suggest a variety of approaches
with the busy teacherin mind. Teaching Short
Fiction contains five teaching designs from
separaie lesson plans to regional collections
for CanLit courses. Inaddition. for each story
there is a two-page explanation of its meaning.
Part One in Yeaching Drama tells the teacher
how to preduce plays while Part Twe explains
how to use drama more effectively in English
literature classes. Charades, mime, and im-
provisation aswell as the scripting, staging,
and direeting of short plays illustrate the
flexible and motivating approaches. The
guides atone are worth purchasing.
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“sainted*" classics with science-fiction clas-
sics in literature courses. After defining the
types of science-fiction and listing available
resources, the authors include six approaches
to teaching SF in English. linguistics, values,
and women's studies programs. OF special
interest is the short Canadian section and bib-
liography.

CANADA STUDIES

Linguistic Stndies of Native Canada. edited by

Eung-Do Cook and Jonathan Kaye, Univer-
sity of British Columbia Press, 1978, 524.
Based largely on original field work, this col-
lection of 15 scholarly articles Dome new,
some revised, all unpublished) examines In
detail particular aspects of the language strue-
fure of native Canada. This much-neglected
area of linpuistic studies tests cumment theories
of linguistic analysis by applying them to the
major native langwage Families.

Land in Demand: The Niagara Escarpment,

by lan Reid. The Bwk Society of Canada,
Bums & MacEachem, 48 pages, S2.95.
translated into French by E.
De Meulemeester as Une Terre Convoitée:

L’ Escarpement de Niagara, The four chap
ters take the student through the geolog|cal
creation of this escarpment; the stapes of its
settlement, its use for recreation and some
recent conflicts over its development. Each
section centains questions. debates, rale-
playing, and projectsto take the student
beyond the text. It can be used as & case study
or asa springboard to examination of similar
areas. With its photopraphs, sketches, and

divided between Canada and the United A Science Fiction Teaching Guide. by Delores topographical maps this is a handsome book
States. Such were the options. And three Broten and Peter Birdsall, Canlit, Victoria, for the price.
women — Liz. Lucy. and Cathy — whose 1978, 61 pages, secondary level. This guide Nova Scotla, by Anthony Hocking. The Canada
lives spanned the creation, expansion. and contains suggestions For replacing the Series. McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1978. 64
1979 CANADIAR PUBLICATIONS from WILEY F
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Clifford G. Bilyea L K. Ham and M. K. Thomas Second Edition
William A. Preshing
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Professional Manager, this up-to-iate climata Includlng updated, detailed Here is the secand edition of a highly
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SECOND EDITION

AACR2 is published in Canada by
the Canadian Library Association.

Order your copies now!

Cloth: $20.00
Paper: $14.00

Where’s that Rule?

by Ronald Hagler

A Cross-Index of the Two Editions
of the Anglo-American Cataloguing
Rules

Paper: $5.00
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pages, $8.95, secondary level. This is the
fifth in a 12-volume series that surveys
Canada, its provinces and territories. Vol-
umes on the six eastern provinces appeared in
,978 and the remainder are scheduled for the
spring and fall of 1979. They are large, thin,
attractive books adorned with maps.
sketches, paintings, and photographs — a
Time-Life Library approach applied 0
Canada. Nova Seorla is organized as a socal
study — that is. aspen by aspect. Compres-
sed overviews of the province's geography,
history, economy, settlement, government
and culture are complemenied by carefully
selected visuals. There is not enough for
studies in depth but the volume could serve as
a maln source for younger students and as an
introduction for seniors. The series contains
the sort of books students will scramble for in
scores after the teacher assigns projects.

Soclety and Politics Io Alberta, by Carl Cal-
darola, Methuen, 1979. 400 pages, S11.95.
A pioneer work in its field, this collection of
20 original articles studies the interaction of
society ad politics in Alberta. |, critically
analyzes the main phases of Alberta’s politi-
cal history and some central pattems of the
province’s political eulture and behaviour.

Familles: Canada, by Benjemin. Schlesinger,
McGraw-Hill Ryerson. A substantinl revision
of this author’'s 1972 introductory study of
Canadian life, Families: A Canadian Per-
spective.

ECONOMICS

Economics in Canadian Schools, edited by
Pam Hampson, Canadian Foundation for
Economic Education, Toronto, 1978. The
Foundation was chartered in 1974 as a non-

partisan national organization *‘working to
economic literacy i n Canadathrough
theschool system® and hoping to involve
““thousands of teachers a n d
thousands o f studemts.” T o thispub i
lishes two series opamphlets for the class-

room. Understanding Economics and

Governmens and the Economy. as well as
“the only periodical devoted to tie teaching
of econmomics in Canada.” |, addition to its
conferences, seminars. and courses the Foun-

dation is wying to reach into the classroom
through a series of I5 films to be available
this year. Economics in Canadian Schaols
provides commentaries on present issues. re-
views and notices. Most of this first issue |s
devoted to classroom practices, in particular,
two simulation games -Working in Organi-
zations fan adaptation of Survival) and City
Council Decisions. In the fin, the student is
kd to appreciate the value of institutions,
their structure, division of labour and how
conflicts are handled. The second involves
students in the notion that government is no,
consensual but is rather the trading off of
conflicting interests and scarce resources.
These lessons are of high quality and |, is
hoped that teachers will continue to submit
lesson and unit plans to the teachers® ex-
change column.

Macroeconomics Foundatlons: A n Inter-

mediate Text, by L.P. Sydoref al..
Methuen, 1979. 372 pages, S18.95. This
Canadian neo-Keynesian approach to build-
ing 8 macroeconomic model contains an
intermediate course. There are chapters on
the general equiltbrium macro-model, various
sectors of the economy, money, balance. in-
flation, and unemployment. |, vies to

READERS IN EASY FRENCIH

O HIGH INTEREST / LOwW VOCABULARY
OCAREFULLY STRUCTURED LINGUISTICALLY

0 RICHLY ILLUSTRATED
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ECHOS DU QUEBREC
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these new-style readers feature original
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minimize complexities for a smoother transi-
tion from introductory courses to more ad-
vanced study.

The World of Economies, by A. H. MacDon-
ald, MeGraw-Hill Ryerson. Second Canadian
edition of an introductory text for high-school
students.

FRENCH LANGUAGE ARTS

Vive Le Francais!, by G.R. McConnell. R.G.
Collins and R. Porter, Addison-Wesley.
1978.5150. intermediate level. Anyone who
studied French asa second language in the
19505 with its prammar-translation strategies
or in the 1960s with it linguistic theory of
habit formation and oral communication will
welcome this well-rounded language pm-
gram. The learning patiern of langnage ac-
quisition is sequentially organized; the educa-
tional philosophy is eminently sound: and
what is absolutely remarkable is the inclusion
of differences between French and English
cultures, career possibilities for French-
speuking candidates, and even humorous
jokes and dialogues. The materials are de-
signed to appeal to all learning styles and
modalities. Pesters and picture cards offer
excellent visual stimulation as does the stu-
dent text, while the tapes provide the auditory
backup. There are drills and auditory dis-
crimination and listening comprehension ex-
ercises that correlate with the student work-
books. The entire format — picture cards,
1apzs, text, workbooks, teacher’s guide. and
duplication masters — ate well-organized,
easy (o use, attractive, and offer many oppor-
tunities for creative teaching and learning.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Brush Up Your English, by Erma Collins.
McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1978. 166 pages,
S6.95. This is adiill of the basics for adoles-
cents and adults in a format of pre-test, rule
explanation, example, exercise, and post-
test. It ¢an be used for supplementary exer-
¢ises. individual study. or remediation but as
the only text for a course it would be punish-
ing. Praven effective in raising test scoras.’
Iieys o English Mastery, by M. Stanley.
Edumedia, Kitchener, 1978 Canadian edi-
tion. intermediate level. This is the fifth edi-
tion since 1953 of this composition series for
grades seven ta (O (11to 12 in progress).
Each teacher’s guide contains about 100 les-
son plans to structure the comesponding exer-
cises in the student’s workbook. The plans
are organized into objectives. introduction,
presentation, evaluation. and activities. Al-
thoegh the exercises differ. the rule and ex-
ample sections are identical for each grade
level. The new feature on the origin and
meaning of words is a goad motivating idea.
Brure you brave enough to tell your students
that *fuchsia™ is named after Leonhard
Fuchs?
Seli-Starters: Independent Activily Cards, by
Liz Stenson and Joan Sutton, Methuen, 1979.
Four sets for grades three to six. Total price
$39.50. These colourful activities cards are
designed for language programs at the junior
level. Each ki, containg 18 cards. which ate
colour-coded per grade and number-coded per
kit. They are of manageable size with atmrac-
tive visoals and readable type. Teachers will
find them useful in all aspects of a lenguage
program and flexible enough for inter-
diseiplinury and individualized approaches as
well as creative-writing stations. The interest
level is excellent for both sexes and throughout

B Ly

the grades. The level of difficulty isapprop-
riate and incrzases throngh the range of the
kits, which fit well into an expanding-horizons
curriculum. Although the packaging is weak
and the eards might not stand toe much
handling (three were defective) this series is
highly recommended.

Poetry: A Simple Introduction to Experimen-

tal Poetry, by Sean O"Huigin, Black Moss
Press, Windsor, 1978.44 pages, junior-inter-
mediate level. This is sight and sound poetry.
Write the word “dome” so it laoks like one.
Say “milk™ so i, sounds like milk drumming
into a galvanized pail. Draw **cats™ in a feline
shape. These exercises were developed in
Toronto elementary schools and include stu-
dent efforts. The enclosed record encourages
students to hear the words and imagine the
pictures, although the weird sounds caused
one nine-year-old to comment: “| think the
poet is beginning to hyperventilate!” Recom-
mended to all poetry teachers as good fun in
the classroom.

Developing Your Communlcation Skills, by

R.J. McMaster, Longman Canada, 1978, 192
pages. 54.50. intermediate level. This is the
first in a four-volume series to be completed
this year. Organized into three units —
communication. language, and forms of dis-
course — this text draws out student experi-
ences, feelings. beliefs, and reactions to a
wide variety ofstimuli. The chapters follow an
informatfon-discussion-activities format and
contain cartoons, quotations. headlines, pic-
tures, problems. and tests. The approachis
student-centred and emphasizes the skills
necessary to & complete program. Of particu-
lar interest is how rules of grammar ate taught
painlessly. McMaster had prepared a several-
course dinner and students will need help to
aveid indigestion. Look forward to the rest of
the series.

The West Woods Monster; The Hardeastle

Legacy; The Secret Formnla; The Phantom
Sailors, by Barbara Allinson and Barbara
O'Kelly, Kids Like Us Sties. Methuen,
1979. 32 pages each, $8.95 a set. The most
recent additions to this series of ancillnry
readers.

LEARNING DISABILITIES

224 Remedial Ideas. by W.C. Nesbit, N.H.

Hadley, and M.L. Marshall, Methuen, 1979,
92 pages, 85. special education, primary-
junior. 224 describes and remediates some
specific leaming problems in the areas of gross
and line motor skills, body image. visual.
auditory and haptie perception, math. and
reading. Although the activities ane based an
theory, there is no attempt to find the source of
learning problems in emotional. physical or
family disturbances. Each chapter surveys
recent scholarly literature, identifies the prob-
lems, and then presents strategies specifically
designed to remediate each particular aspect of
the problem. Visual perception for example is
divided into acuity. discrimination.
figure-ground, spatial relations, ad memory.
No special equipment is requited.

Teaching Your Retarded Child: A Parent’s

Manual, by Margaret Anne Johnson, Gage.
1978. 164 pages. $5.95. This is **a guide for
teaching the trainable retarded preschooler at
home.” The task is not impossible but first the
parents must accept the child as he is with bis
limitations. After describing the retarded
child. Johnson contrasts his development with
that of a normal child and outlines some
general teaching fundamentals. Chapter four
contains an activity program for gross and line

Can We
Join Your
Class?

... with two new
Canadian Anthologies
for Grades 7-10.

CROSSROADS |

Canadion Stories, Poems and Songs
Grades 7and 8

CROSSROADS

Canadian Stories and Poems
Grades 9 ond 10

Willlam Boswell, Betty Lamont,
John Martyn

Crossroads | Is on aniholegy of
mwenty-flve storfdes, poemsand songs
by twenty-flve writers frorn across
Canada. The majority of the
selections are contemporary and all
are grouped under four main themes
to stimulate reading Interest.

Crossroads |1. the companion
volume to Crossroads|, Is a lively
anthology of twenty-five stordes and
poems by twenry-five Canadlon
authors. The selections are
contemporary and wide-ranging and
have been chosen for thelr
readabllity and interest.

Each 6xB, 144 pages, lllustrated,
$6.95 list

*

Our newest ttlein the
Muldcultural Canada Seres —

The ltalian
Canadions

Rocco Mastrangelo

The Itallan Canadlans tells the story
of the DI Notas, an Italian farmlly who
Immigrated to Toronto in the 1950's,
This is a sensitive aacount of the *
challenges of making a new lifédn
Canada and the different
experlences of three generatlons of
the family.

64 pages. 9x8, $3.95.

Also available:
The Jopanese Canadians
Roy lto

The Ukralnian Canadians
Marguerite v. Burke

Van Nostrand Reinhold Lid.

1410 Brchrount Roxd. Seacteoougn MIP 2E7, Drarg
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motor skills. perception, dully living. and
speech, The final chapter iS reserved for
teaching socially acceptable behaviour. The
author siresses breaking each task into its
smallest components and drilling them in
order to make the child as self-reliant as
possible. Sensible suggestions for any parent.

MATH

Mathways £, by W, V. Bates, eral,, Copp Clark,
1976, 312 pages, $7.40. This grade-four text
consists of four units. the Jast being an ontional
entended progrum. The same topics are re-
peated throughont each unit but should the
teacher require a conceptual approach the
stodent must skip from chapler to chapter.
Each unit has a test and remedial and enriched
exercises. Most of the pages are illustrated
with 2n outdoors scene o raise the sagging
spirits Of the sullen scholar, The text is
colourfully designed with praphics and exam-
ples within the interest range of the student,
There are seat-work activities and games to
play, although with declining enrolment and
split grades the best use can not always be
made Of these creative suggestions. Some
math teackers prefer to use the book asa
supplementary text While others feel that far
maximum benefit the course must be keyed
directly to this book and this is not always
possible,

The following titles were received too late
for review:

CANADASTUDIES

Sacial Issues In the Curriculum: Theory,
Practice and Evaluation, by Paula Boume
and John Eisenberg, OISE, 1978. 112 pages,
53.75.

Regionalism in Canada: Flexible Federalism
or Fractured Union, edited by R. P. Bowles,
B.W. Hodgins, and G.A. Rawlyk,
Prentice-Hall, 1979, $4.65.

Canada Today, by D.J. McDevitt, A L. Scully,
and C.F. Smith. Prentice-HalE, 1979, 498
pages, $12.00.

Children’s Rights: Legal and Educatlonal
Issues. edited by H. Berkeley, C. Garfield.

ands;\'is(}. West, OISE, 1978. 178 pages,

GOVERNMENT AND LAW

Local Government ir Canada, by C. R. Tindal
and S.N. Tindal, McGraw-Hill Ryerson,
1978. 159 pages, 56.95.

Basic Canadian Legal Terminology, by J. S.
Williams, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1978. 151
pages. 84.95.

SOCIAL SCIENCE

People in Perspective: A Soclal Science Ap-
proach, by W. Sproule, Prentice-Hall, 1979,
480 pages, $10.16.

World Prospects: A Contemporary Study, by
J. Molyneux and M. Olsen, R-entice-Hall.
1979, 400 pages.

VALUES EDUCATION

The Elderly. by the Association for Values
Education and Research, OJSE. 1978, 40
pages plus teacher's manual, 83.50.

Prejudice, by The Association for Values Educa-
tion and Research, OISE, 1978.45 pages plus
teacher’s manual, 83.35.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Hockey Bibliography: Ice Hockey
Worldwlide, by D. ¥. Thom,OISE, 1978.153
pages, §7.50.

The Soviet Road To Olympus: Theory and
Practice ot Soviet Physleal Culture and
Sport, by N. N. Shneidman, OISE, 1978, 180
pages, $9.95.

MISCELLANY

Teaching Gifted Learners: A Handbook for
Teachers, by H.M. Woodliffe, OISE, 1977.
99 pages, 84,

Reference Sources on Canadian Education:
An Annotated Bibliography. by E. Auster,
OISE, 1978, 114 pages, 56.25.

Understanding Management, by D. Willings,
Gage, 1979, $8.76, 320 pages.

Les Ovni, by B. Lecerf and |. Robinson,
Prentice-Hall, 1978, 96 pages plus teacher's
manual. $3.82.

Day Care and Its Effecis an Early Develop
men,. by W. Fowler, OISE, 1978, 108 pages,
18.50. plus Supplement, 84. O

announces

R. J. McMaster

LONGMAN CANADA LIMITED

DEVELOPING YOUR
COMMUNICATION SKILLS

[Finally...

A COLLECTION
il OF CANADIAN PLAYS,

Voiume 5, Rolf Kalman,
Editor
8-1;2x11. 228 pp..

The first volume of a major new series for high
school English combines a study of communi-
cation and language with a praetieal emphasis
on the skills of thinking, speaking, listening,
reading and writing. The approach is highly
eclectic. offering the teacher a variety of strate-
gies and an abundance of material for a wide
range of teaching situations. The models end
exercises, focussing on matters of personal
and social concern to teenagers, have a strong
appeal for a high school audience.

DEVELOPING YOUR COMMUNICATION
SKILLS studies the nature and variety of com-
munication: it examines the many branches
and levels of usage of the English language,
and it introduces the main forms of discourse.
Attentlon is also given to meny common prob-
lems of usage.

School Promotion Depariment

T Longman Canada Limited
R 58 Barber Greene Road
T Don (fills, Ontarlo

M3C 2A1
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fully-illustrated. 519.95 cloth
Each play is available in
paperback:

Four to Four by Michel Gameau

Translated by Chrlstian Bédard and Keith Tumbull, 48 pp

Greta the Divine by Richerd Tremblay
Translated by Allan van Meer, 72 pp

Waiting for Gaudreguit by Andre Simard
Translated by Henry Beissel

A Litele Bit Left by Setge Mercler
Translated by Allan van Meer, 48 pp

Dodo by Serge Siroks
Translated by John van Burek, 32 pp

Looking Fer A Job by Claude Roussin
Translaled by Allan van Mecr, 32 pp

Are You Afraid of Thieves? by Louls-Dominique Lavigne
Translated by Henry Beissel, 48 np

All titles 8% x 11, Husirated. $4.95 eacll. Now Available
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Pimon&Pierre
Distributed by
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Old Ontario
in snippets
and snaps

Ontario Since 1867. by Joseph Schull,
Ontario Historicd Studies Series. McCld-
land & Stewart, 400 pages, $15.95 cloth

USBNO771079907}).

A Picture History of Ontario, by Roger
Hall and Gordon Dodds, Hurtig, 224 pages.

U 6oodU 165 4).

By DONALD SWAINSON

WHILE DISCUSSING Ontarians at the turm of
the century. Roger Hull and Gordon Dudds
comment: “Fur Ontarians, Ontario was
Canada and Canada was Ontario; the two
eastly became intermeshed." Thisis now a
commonplace among those who write about
Ontario history and historians. The regional
historical writing on this pmvince is very
weak, especidly when it is compared with
the rich and massive bodies of literature
concerning Quebec and the Rubies. This
weakiness has been explained by the place
Ontario occupied in Confederation and by
the ways in which historians perceived that
place. Why bother with the regiona history
of Ontario? Why nut write about Canada,
which. after all, is smply an extension of
Ontario —oratleast of Ontario’s interests?

This now ischanging. Ontario’s position
in Confederation is in relative decline.
Quebec and the Prairies have challenged
Ontario’s former easy predominance. On-
tarians are starting to feel insecure: it isnow
much easier to see their pmvince as one of
severa distinct regions that vie for wealth
and power Within a mutable federation.
Writing about Ontario as a region now
makes a great deal of sense. Al the same
time. thanks to the huge growth of univer-
sities during the past 15 years or so, we have
more historians and social scientists than
ever before, They are pursuing more highly
speciaized work than was earlier the case,
and are being actively encouraged to study
Ontario’s past.

The strongest encouragement comes
from the provincialy funded Ontarjo His-
torical Studies Series, started in 1971,
which plans te publish ‘‘some 50 volumes
concerning Major aspects of the life of the
province.” In 1977 the series published
Peter Oliver's excdlent study of G. Howard
Perguson; Omario Since 1867 is its second
major publication.

It isa curious book. The editors explain:
“Those familiar with thehistory of Ontario
will know that in recent years no general
history of the pmvincehas been written'and
that the research on whicha comprehensive
history might be based has nut been done.
The purpose of the Ontarfo Historial Studies

Series iSto remedy this Situation. At this
time, however, there is a genuine need for a
narrative account of the development of the
pmvince based upon the available secon-
day sources.”” In short. the series seeksto
remedy the lack and weakness of Ontario
historical literature by commissioning some
50 serious studies. It then brings out a
synthetic account as its second volume.

Al best this is a dodgy enterprise. A
monograph is simply too weak a form to
sustain a synthetic work of high quality.
This book, however. is further weakened by
the fact that, judging fmm the footnotes and
bibliography, much of what has been writ-
ten about Ontarie has nut been used. A great
deal of excellent recent research exists in the
form of theses and unpublished papers.
Joseph Schull cites afew such studies, but
limits himself to work completed at the
University of Toronto or York University.

Ontario Since 1867 is useful in the
sections bused ona limited number of good
books and theses. In other parts it is weak
and excessively tentative. It would have
been an unusually important work had its
publication been delayed a few years, and
hud it been based on an extensive reading of
the available material.

A Picture History of Omario is in a
different class altogether. It includes about
400 picturesthat illustrate the history of
Ontario from the 18th century to the days of
Premier Leslie Frost. The pictures are
accompanied by a considerable amount of
narrative material that is ofien presented in
an episodic fashion. The result isa highly
successful beok, Many of the pictures are
unfamiliar 10 students of Ontario. The text is
well written and informative. Hall and
Dodds focus on a legitimate and coherent
theme; they explain the history and natureof
Ontario by analyzing the characteristics of
Old Ontario and explaining the extent to
which these characteristics represent con-
tinuily in the province's history.

A’ Picture History of Ontario isa sub-
stantial contribution to regional historical
literature, and deserves to be read widdly. It
should perhaps be noted that thisbaok was
published in Edmonton. That fact aone
illustrates a great deal about the changing
nature of our confederation, and Ontario’s
place therein.O

Her ‘mother’
La Carr

Emily Carr: The Untold Story. by
Edylhe Hembroff-Schleicher, Hancock
House. 408 pages, $24.95 cloth (ISBN
0 88839 003 3).

By CHRISTOPHER HUME

THIS IS A book fur those who are extremely
interested in Emily Camr. But because it
looks sa dull. chances are that nobody save

a confirmed Carrophile would notice it in
the first place. It i$, we are informed, the
untold stery. I fur one believe it. My only
question is: So what? Like most people,
Emily Carr was a personr of contradictions
and contrasts; sometimes she mated her
friends well. at others shecould be awful.

The author, Edythe Hembroff-
Schleicher, is billed as Emily Carr's *“only _
sketching partner.” When the two met in
1930, Carr was 58 and the author 23. They
soon became close friends. Maybe even a
little too close. Says Hembroff-Schleicher:
**[Carr] was motherly —-to me at least. In
fact it was her determination to play the role
of amother in my life, and her resentment of
my own mother. that ledto our one.and only
serious quarrel.”

Carr, says her biographer. had a “triple
personality.. .. Her everyday sef (the
Emily we knew best): ‘Small.” her child-
hood self. and *t*other Emily,” her inner
self.” Furthermore, Carr “*saw herself in
heroic proportions -the abused child. the
misunderstood adolescent. the rejected
painter. the suffering martyr, the champion
of the Indians. She lived these parts with
such intensity that they became more rea
than redity.”

Il al sounds terrific -the makings of a
great myth. The stuff of legends. High
drama in stuffy old Victoria So why is the
book so dull? Deliberately. dryly. depres-
singly dull. The style might be described as
extended footnote. The book’s purpose isto
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Louis ‘David’® Riel
THOMAS FLANAGAN

Louls Riel belleved that In 1875 he
received a divine commission fo save

seltle the record once and for afl. It could
easily have made absorbing reading, but it
has failed. One revealing chaptér is devoted
to the question: **Who ‘discovered’ Emily
Carr?" Considering her lifetime of almost
constant struggle against poverty an d
shabbiness. il's hard to see what good being
“discovered” ever did her.

Regardless of the results, Edythe
Hembroff-Schieicher’s intentions are the
best. “1 must.” she writes, “make it crystal
clear that nothing | say about Emily should
be canstrued as harsh criticism, as criticism
never goes more then skin deep.” Carr is
Hembroff-Schleicher’s avowed cause.
Why. in a few cases she even gotto sign
the painter's work for her. “I felt it was
better,” says the author. *'to have a ‘dic-
tated’ signature than none at all.* There are
good reasons o believe this is not always
the case. O

the métis and to reform the Catholic
Church. When ha expressed these
views he was confined to an insane
asylum. This biographical study
explores the possibility that Riel was
a genuine religious figure, in the mil-
lenarian tradition, and not simply a
madman on the loose, $15.00

Universiiy of Toronto Press

Why chicken
and Scotch is
finger-lickin’ good

R

By DuBARRY CAMPAU

—_'I['he Viridical Book
of the Silent Planet

by Brian Henderson

A new book of poems from the
editor of Rune. This, his third
book, develops a science fiction
theme of exploration & discov-
en, and is eaborately illustrated
with fantasy drawings by
Stephen Wohleber.

snld in 2 farmats: 26 copies,
~iyned and hand-coloured, $30
cloth. ~igncd, $20; paper, unsigned., §5.95

also 1n print:

bpNichol. Craft Dinner;
stories& texts 1966-1976

a bunch of proses by an eminent poet
chuth. \igned, 520; paper, unsigned, $5.95
Itzy Borenstein. Ancient Music
d book of new poems

cloth. signed, $20; paper. bnsigned, $5.95
In press:

Rikki. The Illustrated Universe
selection of recent poems, illustrated
cloth. szgned. §25; paper $5.95

26 Books in Canada. March. 1978

THE SIMPLEST WAY of adjusting to the
metric system, for me. is by reading newly
published cook books. The recipes in al-
most every one of them now are given both
in the old-fashioned. almost medieval-
seeming, teaspoons, cups. ounces, and
pints, and also in milligrams, kilograms,
litres, and centimetres. Like kerning & new
language, one first does the-memtal transla-
don of “one cup, 250 ml.” and then one
miraculously begins to think metrically and
can toss in alitre of milk without doing the
mathematics at all. Tbe only problem with
all of this is that you're up to three figures
with a pinch of salt. It's rather like Italian
money, where you're fato the hundreds of
lira before you can buy the cheapest stamp.
Of the five cook books reviewed below,
all but one of them are easing you into the
brave new metric world. The exception.
Fear of Frying by James Barber (Douglas
& Mclatyre, $7.95) is a wonderfully casual
compilation of easy recipes, the essentials
of which are given in merry comic strips.
An example is this dialogue between cook
and disciple: “Separate six eggs.”
“How?” **Easy, strain thru fingers.” And
all these years I've been pouring them back
end forth between two shells.
, Barber has no fear of frying himself. but
‘the results of his directions are far from
greasy. Heincludes one of my favousites,
chicken and Scotch. His Welsh rarebit is
delicious and foalproof, perhaps because if
calls for more beer than usual. Quite a few
of his other dishes call for beer, loo. the
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cheapest and most avaifable of alcoholic
beverages.

The Art of Cooking. Volume II. by Pol
Martin (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, $5.95) is a
more serious-minded book — and so it
should beas M. Martin is amaster chef, TV
personality, and the proprietor of cooking
schools and culinary equipment stores.

Nevertheless, some of his recipes seem
rather foolish to me. Who would really
bother to make either tumip or camrot soup?
Both of the basic ingredients have to be
supplemented by potatoes and flavoured, to
make them bearable, with a variety of herbs;
with no mere effort onecould have whipped
up a vichyssoise in the first place. Apother
weird one is something called. simply,
leftover dock, which is ridiculons because
there never is any.

On the positive side, the opening chapter
on techniques Is invaluable. Here one can
find ost how o roast, braise, concoct
sauces. use and interchange spices. prepare
marinades and almost everything else you
should know before tying on an apron.

Madame Benoit Cooks at Home (Mc-
Graw-Hill Ryerson, 514.95) is one more
of her aver-reliable, chattily written an-
thologies of international dishes, adapted to
North American tables. She is now adding
welcome bits of curry to many of her
recipes. In fact, she is getting spicier all the
rime. a good thing. Her wild-rice loaf is
necessarily expensive. worth every penny
and full of surprises. But her polentg is my
favourite; with that end a good black dress,
one is prepared forall of life's emergencies.

Both Nova Seetia Down Home Cooking
by Janiee Murray Gill (McGraw-Hill Ryer-
son, $14.95) and Every Day a Feast by
Muriel Breckenridge (McGraw-Hill Ryer-
son, $14.95) are determinedly old-
fashioned and charmingly evocative Of the
Canadian past. There's no doubt that people
did more baking and ate more sweets and
starch in the past than they do now: both
books are heavy on breads, rolls. cakes,
pies, and cookies. If that’s your thing,
you'll particularly enjoy these.

However. stay away from rhe salads,
which tend to be jellied and sweet, and
particularly fmm the salad dressings. From
Nova Scotiz we get one that includes eggs,
sugar and pineapple. erange and lemon
juice, cooked until thick. And Miss Breck-
enridge includes & mayonnaise made with,
among other things, com starch and three
quarters of a cup of sugar, also cooked and
also ugh!

Miss Breckenridge redeems herself,
however. with her excellent meat recipes,
including areally well-seasoned Irish stew
and a delectable steak and kidney pie.

Mrs. Gill. ag becomes a Nova Scotian,
excels in fish. *“Scalloped lobster in boats”
would be called by some elaborate name in
any good French restaurant, but it couldn’t
be improved upon by the fanciest chef. And
baked shed with ginger makes even de
boning that difficult fish worth while.
Perhaps best of all ate her light and tasty
codfish balls, which make one of the great
breakfasts in the world. O
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Save up to $91.95 off publishers’ list prices
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¢

SIX
v JOURNEYS;

' TRAYIFAN
' Pt e

—
r just

.. -and joim the Readers’ Club of Canada

14250 8ix Journeys: A Canadian Pattern, by Charles Taylor. Pgo-
vocative biographles of six exceptional Canadians. $14.95.

1380 o The Forked Road: Canada 1939-1957, by Donald Creighton.
Our most eminent historian’s account of how Canada changed from
a British colony to an American colony. 516.95.

1021 0 The Bush Garden, by Northrop Frye. Our greatest critic's jn-
sights on Canadian culture. 84.95 (paperback).

1162 o Marchall Delaney at the Movles, by Robert Fulford. Sparkling
columns from the pages of Samrday Night. $10.
1556 © Pionzer Charehes. Photogr aphs by John de Visser, text by

Harold Kalman, A magnificent view of architectural riches in Canada.
$29.50.

1245 o Strangers Devour tbe Land, by Boyce Richerdson. A gripping
account of the tight to preserve Quebec’s northern wilderness. 813.95.
1050 o A Carleature History of Canadian Politics. The best of Victorian
political cartoons by J.W. Bengough & others. $12.

1557 o Images of Spain. Magnificent photographs by Peter
Christopher: text by Mordecai Richler. 829.50.

1558 o tequiem for Reggie ad other oMt sports stories, by Earl
MecRae. A brilliant magazine writer's best profiles. $6.95.

1559 o The Great Canadian Road, by Jay Myers. An absorbing history
or Toronto’s Yonge street. $12.95.

1560 o Beaverbrook, by A.J.P. Taylor. The magnificent biography of the
Canadian press lord. 517.50.

13940 The Imperial Anlma), by Lionel Tiger and Robin Fox. A revolu-
tionary study of human behaviour, 86.95.

1519 ¢ A Border Of Beauty, Arthur Lismer's Pen and Pencil. by
Marjorie Lismer Bridges. An engaging account of a pioneer Group

of Sewn member.$1695. ~

1059 o Colombo’s Canadian Quotations. Ed. by John Robert Colombo.
The definitive work on who said what about Canada. $15.

15410 Modem Patating in Canada: Major Movements in Twentieth
Centary Conadinn Art, by Terry Fenton & Karen Wilkin. S18.95.

9 You can select, from thislist of 15 attractive books, a
total of feur titles-and pay us only $3.95! With tbii purchase
you join the Readers Club of Canada.

© As a member you will receive free the bright, lively
Canadian Reader magazine, with reviews and news of current
Canadian books. You will receive notification of each
Readers Club Selection in advance., and you may accept or
reect it asyou please. You are nor obligated to buy any -
books.

0 As a member you will also be entitled to special discounts
on Canadian and foreign books, records. and prints.

I The Readers’ Club of Canada
P 33 Britain Street, Toronto, Ontario MSA 323

I MY SELECTIONS (by number):

L | | IL

Please enroll me in the Readers' Club of Canada and send

me these four books. | understand that | will receive the Gm-
dian Reader each month. describing forthcoming Selections and
other important new Canadian books. If | wish to receivea
Selection, I need do nothing. Otherwise 1 will give yon my
instructions on a form which ig always provided. I can buy as
few or as many books through the Club as I please. I will be
offered frequent savings on my purchases. And | may resign
from the Club at any time without penalty!

| enclose my chegue or money order for s3.95.
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The lands of
the profits

The Developers, by James Lorimer, James
Lorimer & Co.. 305 pages, $14.95 cloth

(ISBN 0 88862 219 8).

By J A. S. EVANS

THE LAST TIME | tOOK an intintate |00K at the
red estate market was six years ago. when |
moved fmm & old stone house in the
Ontario village of Waterdown to middle-
class Kemisdale in Vancouver. where |

purchased a shingle-sided domicile on a
75-foot lot. Four years later | found that my

parcel of land had doubled in value. My
happiness has not bee” inereased one whit
thereby: in fact, it has somewhat declined,
for City Hall taxes me on the **teal value’

of my property. in order to cash in on the
putative profits | might amass if | were
energetic enough to move once a year.

Rather more destructive to my happiness.

however. is the redization that the children
playing on the streets or in the local park are
still being reared to expect houses of their
own when they grow up, and moat of them
will be bitterly disappointed if present
trends continue.

Shirley Conran. $2.95

Richard Adams. $2.95

Findley. $2.25

28Books | Canada. March, 1079

1. They are witty. scintillating and full of anecdotes about
famous people. Dear Me by Peter Ustinov. $2.95

2. They tell you everything you need to know about run-
ning a home in Canada today. Superwoman by

3. Movies are based on them. like the beautiful animated T
film that won rave reviews. Watership Down by .

#| 4. They go to the movies-over 200 full colourstills from f( al‘ﬂ"&}fﬂ A
: the film are in The Watership Down Film Picture -ﬁa";-:-,‘é:- e
Book with linking text by Richard Adams. $7.95
5. They win awards and are caled ‘masterful’ and
‘one of the best Canadian novels ever to see [ ; . v - .o
prnt' by the Toronto Star. The Wars by Timothy

But will they7 One thing that emerges
from James Lorimes's The Developers is
that in the1990s, when these children will
be baying their houses. the development
industry will be very different. The big
development firms that exist now. such as
Genstar Ltd., Trizee, Cadillac Fairview,
and Campeau Corporation, have all bee”
creations of the past three decades. and they
have bee” helped aong materially by
government policies at Federal. provincid,
and municipal levels. Interestingly enough,
in Montreal and Quebec. where the climate
has been less helpful, the big developers
have not established themselves in a domin-
apt position, and the patter” of domestic
housing construction is still muchas it was
30 years ago, with small building firms
active in the market. competing for business
as they should under a free-enterprise
system. Elsewhere, however, the big firms
dominate; in some cases one firm has a
virtual monopoly. Eve” where there is no
monopoly. Lerimer indicates a profile For
the large developers that follows the pattern
ofthe theory of games that are not necessar-
{iy zero-sum. 1” other words, each firm
minimizes the maximum |oss another can
impose on it: when it pays to co-operate,
principles of freeenterprise are not allowed
to stand in the way.

Have the devel opers caused the inflation
of land pricer? Lorimer points a hesitant
finger a them. He is not out te attack
developers, as be explainsin his preface,
but he admits that developers might not see

it that way, and heis. | suspect.correct. He
does explode the argument often put For-
ward by developers that it is red tape at City
Hall dowing up approvals For new sub-
divisions that is the cause. He notes the high
profits of the firms, but he is not without
admiration. Developers have pioneered
new types of housing: they have trans-
formed our large cities, made great acreages
of apartment blocks (admittedly most of the
cliff-dwellers would preferto live in
houses). and altered our downtowns not
aways for the worse. But they have not
lessened the cost: of living. er made its
quality much better.

But the”, developers were taking advan-
tage of a period of rapid urban expansion in
Canada, fueled by the wartime baby boom
and greatly Increased immigration. For the
immediate future. the heat is off. The next
decade looks |ess promising, and some of
our developers are already investing in the
United States: if they begin to export large
amounts of capital eut of Canada, the effect
on our economy will be unfortunate. But
there is another factor. the childrenplaying

‘on the streets now will want their houses in

the 1990s. and if their interestsrun counter
to those of the development fixms, what
the’? Nothing dramatic will happen,
Lorimer suspects, bat goverment inter-
vention in the development industry, which
has been generally helpful since the Second
World War, will be in the future more
even-handed, and eve” hodtile. O

Six good rears,@nnbs to buy a Penguin:
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first impressions

by Sandra Martin

Dig he must for the terror that lies
buried under the Greenwood family tree

FIRST NOVELS ARE an uneven lot. One hopes
for a flicker of potential, a spark of
ingenuity, imagination, passion, insight,
humour, or style amid the piles of dross.
Polish and sophigtication aren’t even on the
list; they aren't legitimate expectations.
Surprises are rare and delights are Few. But
it's all worth it for the thrill of discovering a
major talent. Reading a first novel by Clerk
Blaise — Lunar Attractions (Doubleday.
305 pages, $11.50) —thenis a bitter-sweet
experience. There is no pride of discovery.
for Blsise is (or should be) well known as
the author of two excellent collections of
short stories (4 North American Education
and Tribal Justice) and a compelling jand
incisive travelogue (Days and Nights in
Caleuira), which he wrote with bis wife,
novelist Bharati Mukherjee. Instead there is
satisfaction, the warm suffusion that comes
fmm reading a novel that is accomplished
and mature, one that has miances.

Blaise isa miniaturist. a writer who has
mapped outa small territory and then set
himself to mastering even its most trifling
details. His realm is his own past, particu-
larly the childhood and adolescence he
spent as an “alien” and alienated youth in a
succession of small towns in the southern
United States. He is a solipsist and that
probably explains why the protagonist of
Lunar Atiractions is the same David
Greenwood/Boisvert character of several of
the storiesin Tribal Justice end A North
American Edueation, h's as though Blaise
needs constantly, and in ever greater depth,
to examine the persan he was in order to
explain and to understand both the man he
now is and the world in which he lives.

Like most of us. David Greenwood
remembers himself as the perennially odd
child. the one who was always different
from his schoolmates. He was fal, circum-
cised, an only child, and he suffered From
hay Fever -all certifiable peculiarities in
the puor schools of raral Florida. His Father.
a never-quite-successful furniture sales-
man, spoke with an aceent and his mother
talked of German cities before the war. h's
only later that David leams his parents are
aliens — Canadians who moved to the
United Stales before he was born. Indeed
his father is a Québécois Whose name is
really Boisvert. The news comes as a
profound shock to David. Steeped in the
anti-Communist propaganda of the ¥950s,
he concludes his parents are not only aliens
but small-scale Rosenbergs. It's the dis-
covery that we all make about our parents—
that they are mortals not gods — but one
that is given added tetrar thanks toe Febrile
imagination.

There isan odd contrast between the

violent. even terrifying incidents and im-
ages in David Greenwaod's life and the
gentleness with which Blsise describes
them. The author is dredging up his pest not
from anger, resentment, or undigested hor-
ror, but from curiosity; his tone is clinical
not passionate. As the book opens eight-
year-old David is fishing with his father.
The father unwittingly hooks an alligator
and in the reptile’ s thrashing and rearing,
their boat is almost swamped and David's
Father. a non-swimmer. is needy thrown
overboard. Only David has seen the al-
ligator and since his father prefers to believe
it was the archetypal whopper. the incident
dissolves info unredlity. Did David only
imagine the alligator?

A Few years later an adolescent David is
captivated by a museum display titled
“Nubian Lion, Attacking Bedouin and
Camel.” It is a piece of 19th-century Kitsch
but to David it has the quality of nightmare,
one (like the scene with the alligatar) that
obsesses him. The mudfish he once dug up
and killed, the Fetes his mother miscarried.
end Laurel. the sexually ambivalent high-
school tart he befriends and who is then
brutally murdered, are al symbols of the
ggter he longed for but would never have. In
eachcase the boy has taken a real incident or
object and incorporated it into a fantasy
world, aworld in which helives onthe verge
of chaos and terror. When he was a child he
drew elaborate and accurate maps and then
invented new towns. counties, countries.
and continents. He is using the same escapist
principle now. except that the metaphors are
mote elaborate and more psychological.

“Lunar Altractions” is the name of a
poem shown to David by the only sensitive
and intelligent teacher he encounters. It's a
symbol For the pull and Force with whiih
people and things come into each other's
orbits either to mesh orto be repelled. David
writesa story about Laurel and shows it
to the teacher, but she finds it preposterous
end angrily dismisses him frem her class
and ha life.

Ass writer Blaise is neither casual noran
amateur, His skills have been honed
through study, practice, and experimenta-
tion before. not after, his appearance in
print. He hasn’t mastered the novel form yet
— many parts of this book are separate
entities. short stories that exist indepen-
dently of the whole and often the linking
passages are forced. But. like Alice Munro,
be s the introspective technique and the
sensitivity to mine his past, exposing first
this part and thee that to the light, and to
establish the patterns that illuminate and
express all our pasts. Not amean
accomplishment. O
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DS DAL e
Gaelic Songs’

in Nova Scotia

Helen Creighton and Calum MacLeod.
Natioral Museum of Man.

Originally published in 1964 and
now reprinted with a new preface
by Helen Creighton, this book
cofitains 93 Gaelic songs collected
in Cape Breton and transcribed and
translated by Calum MacLeod.

308 pages. 21 illus.,
59.50  (paper).

I EID

Edible Wild Fruits
and Nuts of Canada

Naricy J. Turner and Adam K Sezczawinski.
National Museum Of Natural Sciences.

Third in the series “Edible Wild
Plants of Canada’. Readers will
find recipes for jams, jdlies,
wines, muffins, cookies, cakes
and even flapjacks.

224 pages, 36 illus. (16 ecolour),
59.95 (paper). Also published in French.

COS DAL

A Tribute to
Paul Klee 1879-1940

David Burnen,
National Gallery of Canada.

This centenary tribute is the

first major book to be written

by a Canadian on one of the most
influential artists of this century.

124 pager. 83 illus. (6 colour),
$19.95 (paper). Bilingual edition.
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National Museums of Canada
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NEW FRO:
STEEL RAIL

This Tavern Has No Symmetry
by Tad Plantos

In this second major collection of
lpoems Plantos offers a dear depar-
ture fmm The Universe Ends at
Sherbourne and Queen

paper $4.95

Life & Death of the

Canadian Seamen’s Unlon

The story of the growth and demise of
the CSU.

paper $6.95 cloth $13.95

The Beginning of Wisdom

by Robin Mathews

An exciting new collection of poems
from Robin Mathews.

paper $3.95

There Mever Was An Arrow

by Kay Shaw

The story of the cancellation of the
Avro Arrow jet Interceptor.

paper $6.95 cloth $13.95

Poems For Sale in the Street
A daring new collection of 14 poefs
including Gwen Hauser, Len
Gasparini. Mary Di Michele & Chris
Faiers.
paper $4.85

Steel Rall, Box 6913

Station ‘A’ Toronto

PLAYWRIGHTS
COOP |

is the centre
for
Canadian plays
and playwriting.

We publish more than 300
Canadian plays.
Write for our catalogue and
list of services.

DLAYWRIGHTS COQOP

EET TORONTD CANADA M5) 1R2 (316 363-1531
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interview

by Geoff Hancock

Clark Blake on artful autobiography: ‘I
who live in dreams am touched by reality’

IN HIS TWO prize-winning collections of
short slories, A Nerth American Education
and Tribal Justice, and most recently a
novel. Lunar Auractions (ses page 29).
Clark Blaise examines the lives of outsiders
searching for their identities in the cultvral
mix of North America. With his wife.
novelist Bharati Mukhetjee, he has also
written a journal of discovery and travel in
India. Days and Nights in Calcutta, and
with John Metealf he co-edits the annual
Obemn anthology, Best Canadian Skort
Stories. Through hi books Blaise is usually
associated with Montreal, where he taught
university. and Florida, where he lived asa
child. He has lately moved to Toronto,
where he now leaches creative writing at
York University. Geoff Hancock met him in
his office there:

Books in Canada: On such a cold winter
day. &t secms appropriate D begin with
Florida. Is there an emotional, line con-
necting Florida and Canada for you?

Blaise: The Florida | knew es a child was
very wild and untamed. full of nature.
poverty, illness, violence. and terror for
me. That obviously has nothing to do with
the Canada that | know. which is urban end
affluent, and has nothing to do with the
Florida most Canadians know. which is
affluent and air-conditioned. Bul | have a
mental impression of Canada that is un-
tamed, rugged, upvarnished, unsophis-
ticated, Full of pitfalls, fell of unforgiving.
and insular, parochial people living in 2
society that is as heavily institutionalized as
the Southern caste system was. T've always
seen a strong parallel, and | think a lot of
French Canadian writers see the same
parallel between the Southern U.S. and
Canada. They're twobasically conservative
elements on the North American continent
with the liberal Yankee influence in be-
tween. The Yankee notion of individual-
ism, social mobility, and the melting pet
steeds in opposition to the Southern
hierarchy and family-centred clusters. and
et all costs, preservation of regional iden-
tities, food habits, accents, and historical
memories. Canadian society is the same,
It's both charming and atraciive: its ether
side is racist. repressive, and Gothie.

BiC: Is many of your stories a considerable
threat lurks on the edges. Is it that threat
which kecps your characters on the move?

Blaise: A lot of it has something to do with
my own autcbiography. | wasa child who
was moved around for 20 years. But
certainly in my stories there’s an inability to

put down roots, Once you leave the soil —
both my parents were children of the soil —
you will never again be able to put down
roots, once you are expelled from your
region, or have chosen to remove yourself
from the culture that gave birth t¢ you. thee
you are forever condemned to wander. This
is what happened to my patents and whet
has happened fo me.

BIC: Tell me a bir abowt your writing
habits.

Blaise: | wish | had habits. | only have
moments that | can exploit. Generally in the
summer | have one month in which | try to
get to a writer’s colony, such as Yaddo [in
Sarasota Springs. New York], which pro-
vides entirely for me. 1 have no weorries, end
can get in a dozen hours a day on my
writing. The rest of the time. if I am able to
organize my teaching and my home respon-
sibiities sufficiently, thee 1 have maybe en
hour and a half or two hours after midnight
before | conk out.

BiC: Whai can you tell me about your new
novel, Lunar Altractions?

Blaise: |t's a novel about the total develop-
ment of an individual. How he comes about
his individuality. his sexuality. his polities,
his profession, and his identity. It's far more
sexually explicit than anything I've yet
done. It’s Funnier than anything I've ever
done; it's mere apse-formed then anything
I've ever wrilten.

BiC: How is it an extension ofyour stories?

Blaise: | think of Lunar Attractions as the
final work of my personal quest for identity.
Hereafter | will be taking up questions very
removed from autobliography, very re-
moved from identity and locale. The novel
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I'm now working on has nothing to do with
childhood. adolescence. orbeing Canadian,
or French, or English.

BiC: IWhat links all your works iogether?

Bhiise: The thing I've been after in all my
books is to somehow have a dreamer come
to terms with reality. That's the lone theme
in my work. Isaid in one story. “l who live
in dreyms am touched by reality.” That's
the most painful thing in the world. My
characters hare all had a preference to live
in the worlds of their own imagination.
They haveall had varying degrees of
success coping with the impingement of
veality on their dreams.

BIC: Dows thet mean the autobiographical
clements thut seemed 1o inform your carfier
hution will now be left behind?

Blaise: ! think | will need the shell of
autobiography in anything | do, simply
because I'm not terribly interested in invent-
ing a persona who is very different from my
own background. This may be egotism, or it
may be the opposite: it may be humility. |
don’t know. | will continue to accept the
shape of my life as it has been given to me.
The pluces, the configurations. the beck-
ground. the profession that I've chosen are
acceptahle to me es being fictionally fertile.
When they cease to be. then | suppose | will
vrite from the point of view of a Brazilian
general,

BiC: Do you sve writing as a means of
guining immorialine?

Blaise: Anyone who led a life es tenuous as
1 did. fraught with almost daily evidence of
evunescence. is obviously going to be
concerned with establishing a place and a
name and an identity for himself that he

the browser

could nor have established in life. | did not
ever have a sense of place,or belonging, In
my life. So | had to create il. fabricate il. in
my art. That's why my stories and novels
have such a strong genealogical impulse. |
don't think | have ever written anything in
which | did not in some way say. “| was
bom in this place or that place.” Or. “My
mother or father or grandparents were born
in this place.”* This is all a kind of fraud. |
was born in a town that I've never seen. 1
moved fmm Fargo, North Dakota, when |
was six months old, and I've never been
back.

I have avery spurious claim on belonging
anywhere. so I've had to establish adif-
ferent claim for myself. You called it
immortality, but you might just es well call
it revenge. Or self-assertion. Or an attempt
to hold an identity. I'm not French Cana-
dian, but For fictional purposes, maybe For
sentimental purposes, | em French Cana-
dian. Forpsychological purposes,{'msurely
a Canadian. | was raised in the United
Stews. but with such a strong consciousness
of not being an American that Canada took
on a powerful shadow identity for me.
When I came to Canada, | realized | wasn't
a Canadian in any sociological way.I cant
reach back to summers on Lake Simcoe.

BiC: You're also a writing professor, with
a considerable knowledge of contemporary
world literature. Would that somehow in-
firm your view of the world and your own
ficrion?

Blaise: In many ways. whatI know of world
literature has to be kept at arm's length from
myown writing. || wouldstopit. I'mnotone
of those people who is easily influenced,
either by people or by places or by
Titerature. O

by Morris Wolfe

Our dedicated omnivore munches through
this month’s crop of dead-plant dishes

AR, PROGRESS. We now have A Guide to
Vegetarian Living in Toronto by David
Cohlmeyer {Pythagorean Press, P.O. Box
127. Station H, Toronto. M4C 5W7,152
pages, $4.95). Not only does the book list
lots of restaurants and reeipes but it disting-
uirhcs between and among various species
of wvegetarian — lacto-ovo-vegetarians,
lacto-vegetarians, yogics, vegans, and
fruitarians. It also recommends a number of
other vegrtarian books and periodicals. (h's
pot clear whether those who don’t use root
vegetables in their diets because plants have
to be killed. don’t read because of where
paper comes from.) Included are such book
tithes us Aunimal Liberation, Great Veg-
cturiaims end The Vegetable Passion (Which
reminds me. inappropriately, | know. of

Gilbert end Sullivan's “IF he's content with
a vegetable love/Which would certainly not
suit me/Why what a singularly pure young
man/This pure young man must be.“) Then
there’s The Jewish Vegetarian,a British
quarterly, edited by one Philip Leon Pick.
Pick, we're told. “is a devoted second
generation life vegetarian [who in 1953]
originated the expression ‘If you love
animals,don't eat them'.” This brief re-
view is written by an unrepentant omnivore.
L ]
THE TRUE confessions of practically every-
body take up more end more space on our
book and magazine racks these days. This
explosion of autebiographical material has
also been affecting the worlds of experimen-
tal film, video. and photography. The

A skt

‘| and the men in search of il. Universally

4 @enﬂemem

“along Canada’, highways and backroads.

1A charming. unusual and invaluable guide

you need.
.| Softhound $4.95

SPRING
GETAWAY

t@ﬁ Camp

A reprint of Camp’s classic about powr

acclaimed, it is now in paperback forthe
firsttime. “Camp’s book — candid,
eloquent and biased = is what few [§
books bypolluuanseverare beautifully |3
written.” Globe and Mail

352 pages Softbound $7.95

1*‘*4;7@;

The biltersweel reflections of 2 man wha
chooses not 1o live in Canada, but cannot
shake the memorics that bind him 1o the
couniry of his birth. First published in England
in 1959. this is the firs1 Canadian edition.

“Far beller than any book I've ever read about
Canada.” Mortlecai Richler

*Passionate and brilliantly rendered New
Statesman

288 pape~  Softbownd 56.93

1o warm. hospitable and friendly accom- j
modation {at pricer you can still afford).,

Maps. illusirations and all the information

Deneau & Greenberg
Publishers, Ottawa

205-305 Metcalfe 5t., Ottawa, Ont.
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vatalogue “f a recent exhibition of such
work a the Art Gallery of Ontario,
Antobiography (edited by John Stuart
Katz, 96 Pages, $5), is a useful addition to
thelibrary of anyoneinterested in exploring
thie concept of the self-portraic. Of particuiar
value are the essays en the subject by John
Stuart Katz. Jay Ruby, and Peggy Gale.

oo o
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WHATEVER IT Is—novella? prose poem? —
bp Nichol's Journal (80 pages, $4) is a
powerful piece of writing. It concerns an
attempt to re-member the past in order to
make senseof it:  “awaysi am saying i
will remember always there is forgetting &
a glimpse of the truth  always the i says
aheays kaowing death is near more &
more certain things become cleat more &
more | begin like this®. Like all Coach
House Press books. Journal is beautifully
produced.

e
=N

YORK UNIVERSITY'S 1976 Gerstein lecture
reties. WWomen en Women, edited by Ann
B. Shteir {84 pages, 54) is worth the money
just for the text of Margaret Atwood's talk,
“The Curse of Eve-Or. What | Lamed
in School.” Net that Atwood has much new
to say on the subject of women; it's that she
puts it all together s” well. with an energy
and grace that are a pleasure toread., ““There
isdtill alotof social pressure onawoman to
be perfect.” she writes, “and alsoa lot
of resentment . . should she approach this
goal in any but the most rigidly preseribed
fashion. | could easily illustrate by reading
From my own clipping file: | eould tell you
about Margaret the Magician, Margaret the
Medusa, Margaret the Man-eater. . . (No
one hus yet called med” angel. but Margaret
the Martyr will surely not take long to
appear, especially if | die young in a car
accident.)” Also included in Women on
Wemen are essays by Linda Ncchlin on
women artists, Patricia Graham on women
in the university. and Laura Sabia on
women in politics. Sabia, unfortunately,
writes with all the subtlety of a TV soap
commercial, and seems terribly out cf
place in this context. The bock can be ob-
tained by writing Gerstein Lectures, S949
Ross Building. York University. Toronto
M3J 1P3.

The Human Elements: Critieal Essays,
edited by David Helwig (Oberon, 163
pages. $6.95) ha much to commend it.
Apart. that is. from its editor’ s sorawhat
silly introductory comments (*‘Being the
sort of person in whom the itch of argument
quickly produces the scratch of activity. |
»00n found myself at work on this book™).

Included are essays by George \Woodcock
{on Murgaret Laurence); Peter Harcourt (on
Alla’ Kingy; Bronwen Wallace (on Alice
Munro); David McFadden {on poets Christ-
opher Dewidney and Robert Fores); Brian
Amou ton theatre Passe-Muraille); and Stan
Dragland (on James Reaney). My favourite
two essays in the bock are Naim Kattan®s —
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about his role as Canada Council literary
officer — and Kathy Mezei's — on the
relationship between Quebec literature and
politics over the past two decades, Her
essay ends on a particularly gloomy note
with the suicide of Hubert Aguin and the
question of what it means.

0%

I'VE BEEN catching uUp on some back issues
of magazines and was particularly struck by
Abe. R&gein's essay ““Is There An English
Canadian Nationalism?** in tbe summer,
1978, issue of The Journa of Canadian
Studies. Rotstein says. yes, there is an
English Canadian nationalism, but unfortu-
nately it'S territorial in nature rather than
cultural. And because our concern is
primarily with Canada as territory, Rotstein
has become *‘increasingly fearful that pub~
lic opinion in English Canada is being
prepared [by the Federal government] for at
least the possibility of the solution of the
Quebec situation through the uszof force.”

2%k

The Halifax Exploslon: December 6,
1917 edited by Graham Metson
(McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 173 pages. $8.95)
brings together a number of documents and
photographs concerning that tragie “vent.
But the most interesting part of the bookisa
superb. previously unpublished, 60-page
contemporary description of the event by
literary historian Archipaid MacMechan
(author of Headwaters of Canadian
Literature}. MacMechan, a great early
admirer of the writing of Herman Melville.
shows the influence of Melville in his
narrative - particularly in his discussion of
the theory of explosicns. His lengthy essay
isa modd of literary journalism. I'd love
to know why it's never bee” published
before. I

Notes and
Comments

IT 18 TIRO time again. Next month we will
announce the winner of the third annua
Books in Canada Award for First Novels.
The award offers a Prize of $§,000 to the
author of what the judges consider was the
best first novel in English published in
Canada during 1978. There are four judges
on this year's pand: novelist Dave Godfrey,
who teaches creative wiling at the Univer-
sity of Victoria; Sheila Fischman, Montreal
translator and critic; Douglas Hill. who
teaches English at the U of T's Erindale
College: and David Stimpson, manager of
the U of T book store. The panel will be
chaired by Sandra Martin, who has been
conliributing a regular column on first novels
t" these & es. Here are the novels on this
year's short: lisk:

Disneyland. Please. by Clive Doucet

(Fitzhenry & Whiteside); Abra, by Joan
Barfoot (McGraw-Hill Ryerson); Parade
on on Empty Street, by Margaret Drury
Gane (Clarke Irwin); Hold Fast, by Kevin
Major (Clarke b-win): The Double-Cross
Circuit, by Michael Dorland (Lester &
Orpen); and The lalians, by F.G. Paci
(Oberon Press).

L

AND TALKING OF first novels. . , . Last
month we reviewed a1979 contender.
Random Descens-(Macmillan), by Toronto
joumalist Katherine Govier. Unfortunately,
because of a production error compounded
by editoria myopia, Ms. Govier's first
name emerged on our pages as Kathleen, TO
meke maliers more embarassing, Ms. Gov-
ier is a former contributor; ha analysis of
Steamboals on the Saskaichewan was a
highlight of pur celebrated and sought-after
April-May-June. 1973. issue. If former
contributors can’t count on anything else
fmm Beoks in Canada when they come to
write their own books, they should reason-
ably expect to have their names spelled
correctly. Our sincere apologies t”
Katherine Govier and to Sandra Martin, the
reviewer of Random Descent.

Letters to
the Editor

MAPLES AND TRILLIUMS

Sir:

Ms. Rule notwithstanding, | applaud yeur deter-
mination 1o balance the books of the Canadian
literary establishment (January). Any literature
deserves the respect Which comes Fmm critical
discussion of its merits and weaknesses. Your
survey and your brave editorial show respect in
two WayS. They point outhow fatuous-because
defensive—a protectionist attitude is. Surely itis
healthy for ust know that some of our authors
and erltics equate “*solidarity” With insularity.
And they point out. too, that the trendily
deprecatory Survival-ists are rather fewer in
number than we have been led to believe. Surely
it is good for us to see that many of our authors
and eritics do have a certain vitality and are ner
prey to this strange. self-effacing national image
of which we are supposed te be the victims.

Elizabeth Davis
Ottawa

o

Sir:
AbRer reading through your January issue, all 1
can say is “"Bravo!” 1w Jane Rule who sensibly
cancelled her subscription. As she says of the first
article, ““Balancing the Books’": “*We don’t need
any more of this sort of thing.”” Afer all, it is
much better done by literate critics in papers like
the New York Times.

And while on the subject of over- and under-
rated books, e/l of Piemre Berton’s (that sacred
cow of Canadian **literature’") are overrated.

Merlin Andrew
Teronto



Sr:

Your January survey was arbitrary but very
interesting. |, isa problem for me bow | should
feel abont the élitist concept Of certain writers
delivering, for the most part sonoroudly. their
pronouncements on wWho isovemrated and who is
undersame. But what the hell, it*s all in aspiritof
Jjollity und good-fellowship. is,,’, i,? And |
could,,’, agree mor e with the-consensus reached
by a plurality of three. that Stuart MacKinnon is
on underrated poet. The very smell body of work
he has produced is deserving Of much more
attention than i, has received.

But how muny reader s. nobodies like mysdlf,
will ignore the fact that Cohen. Helwig, and
Marshall (his nominators) are all close personal
friends of MacKinnon? Ahr! But | can find
nothing to fault in that. | fed the same.

Hovwever, the point of this letter is to observe
that even from my vastly Smiled perspective as
nobody, your celebrity survey has somehow
failed to notice the perhaps most underrated poet
vriting in Canada today — David McFadden of
Hamilton, On,. Sorely | am not alone in being
impressed by the warmth, intelligence, and
surprising vision of such recent works of hisas
The Pact’s Progress, I Don't Know, and A New
Roance?

And thus | hope you will appreciate this note
which points out that BiC and its panel of
celebrity experts has managed to further under-
rate potonly McFadden but all those writers who
wera not mentioned. Bravo Jane Rulel

James \W. Smith
Kingston, Ont,

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

Sir:

Two things have moved me torenew my
subscription to Books in Canada: one being the
vxcellent essay by George Bowering, *‘English,
our English.” in your January issue; and the
other, the fact that you now intend to review
books of other than Canadian origin.

As the Sunday Times, Times Literary
Supplement, and Observer are no longer readily
accessible to me. | do hope you will extend your
coverage 1 include books usually reviewed in
these organs. After all Baoks in Canada. your
title does imply *‘books available in Canada."

‘Thank you for a continually improving mag-
azine.

Mrs. A. J. Ducker
Keswick, On,.

Sir:

| was disappointed to read your new editorial
policy of bringing Canadian literxture to the
world, world literature to Canadians. In case you

have,,, noneed, world literawre is already here
monopolizing the news and book stands. The
problem remains to find reviews of Canadian
books, no, tomention finding the books them-

selves.

You seem to accept the notfon that “wor|d”
maans better. It just means a bunch of other
counties like ours. Worse, you seem to feel there
aren't enough good Canadien books to fill your
slim magazine, or that hooks that appeal primar-
ily to Canadians Or e inconsequential. Canadians
ure consequential. and so are our books.

Please, don't be foolish. Don’, react for the
sak:e of reaction. You have a rare and beautiful
thing going. Keep it Canadian. [ know whereto
read about the other books.

John B. Boyle
Allenford, Ont.
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Sir:

| would like to express my disappointment that
Books in Canada is changing its policy andis
going to give space to reviewing non-Canadlan
books.

Perhaps those Of you Who live in Toronto are
unaware Of the problemswe facein the rest of
Canada. Local libraries order few Canadian
books. and it isa major battle to get them to
realize the importance of even adequate coverage
of Canadian subjeets. Our small book stores have
very small Canadiana sections. (Is there an
Americana Section in an American book store?)
Our school libraries order books from the usual
American and English review publications. The
school my children atiend has very few books
published in Canada, and | am appalled a, the
books they bring home to do research reports.

Books in Canada has sewed a very useful
service to those of us who live outside Toronto.
We have a chance to learn Who, Canadian books
or e being published, and we ean then go to our
local book store and pot in a special order. The
book stores in the interior in British Columbin do
not even carry the Canadian best sellers.

If you co, back on reviews of Canadian books.
you will take awav the only source many
Canadians have of learning something about what
isbeing published in Canada, by Canadian
authors. And in particular, whatis being pm.
duced by the smaller Canadian publishers.

Where else can we read reviews of Canadian
books? In our local newspapers? | fail to see how
it isa step forward to ape the reviewing policy of
the Vancouver Sun.

John W. Warnock
Naramata, B.C.

PUBILISHED |,
IFOUR

IFIREEIE
BOOK

sales,

below and we’ll rush you your free copy. Perhaps
H@W there are ideas, suggestions, or opportunities for us.

MAIL TODAY FOR FREE BOOK!

VES

ATLANTIS PRESS

555 Broadhollow Road, Melville. NY 11747
Please send me your FREE GUIDEBOOK FOR
AUTHORS which tells how my book can be
published, promoted and advertised-promptly and professionally.

Sir:

| must protest your misguided decision to change
the name of Books in Canada 1o Books in
Carada and the World.

Your first era of specialization upon books in
Canada was meritorious and reflected a real need.
Who needs another review of foreign books? You
used to tie pride in calling yourself the Times
Literary Supplement of Canada. Fairencugh. But
now one might as well read the real Times
Literary Supplement instead of a half-wed.
second-rate, provincial imitation.

Do you know where | can find a magazine
which reviews all Canadian literature and literary
scholarship — whether published in English or in
French? If that is too big atask for you, how can
you manage the rest of the world as well?

One final question: What iSthe address of
Quill and Quire?

Douglas Mantz
Sackville, N.B.

Editor's note; The address of Quill & Quire is 59
Front S,. 6.. Toronto MSE IB3. Bu, befora Mr.
Mantz applies for a subscription, he should be
aware that our trade colleagne has al SO adopted a
policy of reviewing foreign tittes. \We hope
Messrs. Boyle and Warnock will give us achance
to prove that in book reviewing, as in architec-
ture, less can sometimes be more.
ROUMELJIA AND ROBERTA

Sir:

Your article, “A Harlequin Serenade,” in the
November issue Of Books in Canada was an

interesting viewpoint. There was, however. one
inaccuracy that we thought you'd want to know

m}

you have completed a
manuscript or have an idea for a
new book, you'll want to read our
FREE GUIDEBOOK for authors,
YOUR BOOK CAN BE PUBLISHED.
It's brand new and loaded with answers
to all your publishing questions. ..
editing, design, manufacture, publicity,
direct mail/marketing, advertising, bookstorg
royalties. .
And how YOU can benefit from becoming a
published author.
So take the first step now. Simply fill outthe coupon
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about. Reberta Leigh isindeed pralific. but
Roumelia Lane is no, one of her pseudonyms.
Roumelia was concerned to hear she had lost her
own identiry!
Pam Galsworthy
Harlequin Books
Don Mills. Out.

|

CanWit No. 41

BROWSING THROUGH some tattered paper-
backs. weran across examples of the
back-to-back format -two booksin oné—
popular in the 1950s and <till found occa-
sionally on today’s racks. That reminded us

of gur old game of mating titles. How about.
Alice Wunro's Who Do Yert Think You

Are? back-to-back with | Ami Mary Dunne
by Brian Moore? Or George Bowering’s
Mirror onthe Floor bask-to-back with |n

Search of Myself by F. P. Grove? We'll

pay $25 for the wittiest set of back-to-backs

me receive by March 3 1. Titles need 1ot be
confined t CanLit.
41 ,Becks in Canada, 366 Adelaide Street
East, Toronto MSA IN4.

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO. 39

READERS WERE ASKED to0 coin fresh ‘*toss-
pots,” the energetic nouns formed by
joining a transitive verb with its direct
object. The winner is George Kerfrumpus
Johnson of McBride, B.C., who receives
§25 for tossing off these highly contempor-
afy nouns:

O jmsbrakes: an erratic motor-vehicle driver.
2 pushkey: a writer who habitually creates
potboilers.

CLASSIFIED

Classified rates: $6 per line (40 characters to
the I|ne2 Deadline: first of Ine month for issue
dated following month. Address: Books in
Canada Classified. 388 Adelaide Sirest East,
Toronto MBA 1N4. Phone: (416) 363-5426,

BOOIS FOR COOKS. Everything on food,
wine, cookery. Free newslefters. Bargams
SpeC|aI order service. Not a book ¢lub.
Write: Books for Cooks. Dept. B. 1205
Bathurst, Toronto M5R 3H3.

LIBRARIAN'S GUIDE: annotated b|b||ogra
phy to the best “new-consciousness™
books: environmental. personal growth, ap-
propriate-tech, etc. $2 each lo: New Seeds
informatlon, Box 21. Hills, B.C., VOG 1S0.

‘PORCE-GRAPHIC’ March 12-25, 1-6 pm
Graphics =— GELTNER. Porcelain =
COLLINS. A.C.T. Gallery, 424 Wellington
Street West. Toronto.

VHY LOSE BOOKS? At last agimple way to
keep track of books you own. Similar to
chequebook: "cheque” becomes bookmark
and reminder of book’s owner. Book of 10.
$2; 3/$5. Borrow'd Books, 473 Eglinton Ave.
W., Box 31, Torenla, Ont. MSN 223.
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Q skoweard: one who prelends to generosity in
paying forhmehby fumbling forcrediteard in
purse or wallet but always producing it wo
late to pay.

01 jolnquene: One who conforms obsessively.

0 makeroar: an exhibitionist, especially one
who enjoys expression in the revving up of
cars, snowmobiles. ete.

Honouiable menfions:

0 crashboard: a defensive player in the NHL..
C1 coverpate: anenly bald man who grows what
hair he has in Tong strands and drapes it across
the bald spots, & la René Lévesque.
0 borewarch: the TV timeslot allocated {0 the
ficst ministers” conferences.
~—Frederick D. Weir, Coboconk. Ont.

O floghear:: arelentiess jogger.
O shredears: arock record.
O shantap: any child between the ages of five
and 10.
O stanchstench: a deodaorant,
O nipgrit: a Tory.
—Beverley Connors, Oshawa, Ont.

* ok * '
O muzzlewit: a concemed parent in -Huron
County, Ont.
O curewiiore: VD specialist.
O screwnuts; libertines.
O snapdecision: a photo-finish horse race.
U arerax: a political prom se.
—Mary Lile Benham, Winnipeg

O stasheask: @ Swiss bank account.
—Joan Lyngseth, Ottawa

° * *

O3 ponndmaker: an essertive atheist.
—Joan McGrath, Toronto

L

O burawood: a distinctively Canadian pot-
boiler,

O gagfood: typical content of most academic
. Baglish courses (a subtle variation is
grovefood).

—George Young, Guelph, Ont.

o k&

*| grabapple: a person who eats on the run,
—Elsa Pagowski, Hamilton, On,.

The edlitors
recomimnend

NON-FICTION

Selected Essays and Criticlkm, by Louis
Dudek, The Tecumseh Press. A collection of
essays remarkable for their consistency of
thought and their resistance to academic style.

Books received

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books have bcm
received by Books in Canada in recent
weeks. Inclusion in this list does not
preclude a review or notice in afuture issue:

Akn'k, by Marjoric Kendall, Borealls Press.
Annlversaries, by Don Cole, Aaemilan,
Antlcipation, by Stxvos Tsimicalis. Bovealis Press.
Ashes, by David Rudkin, Talonbooks,
Best Mounted FPolice Siorl&. edited by Dick Hamison, The
BRI 1o
1y an R|ni
uep wl‘hn:us. by Alice Gibson Sutheriand,
Mﬂtiraw-ililm ersen.
Conadlan Conl'admllnn of the Crossroads, by Thomxs
Courchene «f af., The Fraser Imtiute.
The Canndian Kovel Here and Now, edited by John Moss, NC

Press.
Dona{d Smith und fhe Canadian thI'ﬁ: Rollway, by Keith

-Hlus, Borealis
Echoes ::r Silenee. by Henri Baul Clmmay pnbllslled by the
Emballkdﬂndm.by?ewhlmu.ﬂnﬁdl-ﬂumsﬂm

Fnusm I.ms L Alrimiae
Flllure d| uml hyDougl:s\\'mll‘ Coach House Pross.

Nls Press.
A Gnlde to {'?guaﬂan l.l\!ng In Toronio, by David Coh
meyer, Pyih Presa.
Howard Robers and Jack Wasserman,

Hambrn'.l ll.:h
Harbruce Collge Hondbook (Canadian dallml by John C.

:IIIIM.I y E, Whiuen, Lot

“’:mn Al hr Mylar Press.
:hmhgndhns At Worlf-. by Rn!l'a th
Indirections: Shal Im\n orl.lluslon. by Anthoay

Jimmy g::um#; T Thomas, Vesta Publications Lid,
Im ers by Sun mas, Vesta Publications
m,lhl. oy . Nairm

Lepen M:IC:?'
Lioyd Perl::ll’ml'l Totul w(ilmdlllwlnn r Hockey, by Joe
Leaside.
l.ueiT"ITombs.by larion n, Dovbleday.
nadian Blugﬁplw.edmdby

eMn:mII.hn Dictlanary of
Stwewart Wallace, lounh edition revised by W.A.
McK o Mazmillan,
AMnnto 1nrr;-..\ Man toBury, by Susan Musgrave, M& §.
Memolrs of o Great Detective, by John Wilson Murmy,

‘Totem.

Mmmlsul‘lnu-lla.byl’ 1. Reese, Intesmedla Press,

The Mystery of Casile Hotel, by Jonice Conan, Bortalis Press.

Nature Cure, by Momar]i Desai, Vesta Publications L1d.

OfLight, by « Coach House Press.

Ohbeaux, by Jamie Hamalton, The Pikadilly Press.

Out of 1he Violent Dark, by Gwladys Daowney, Sono Nis Press.

‘The Ouilinca of Clmnli‘lry, by W.A.E. McBryde and R-P.
Grabam, Clarke Trwin.

Ploneers, Pedlors, ond Prayer Shawls, by Cyrl Edel
Leozolf, Sono Nis Prass,

Pocis ol the Capital, ll,udlnedllyw Glenn Cleverand Frank M-

Ticmey, Borealis
Prafrie Sy Wnl‘ﬁnl Egpgleston, Borealis Press-
by Jim Brown. draw ings by

bony, by
‘The Prime Mhulster's Pocket,
Julie Zanymo, Blue Moumain
The Public Eye: Television an.d fbe Politics of Canadian
Broadcasiing 1952-1968, Fr.'ulkW Peers., U of TPress.
A Questlon of Physks, cdired Buskley and F. David

of T Press.

Queen*s Unis erslly, VoL, I: lul-l’l‘l.ﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂnﬁy.md
by Frederick W. Glhsﬂn a Roger Graham,
McGall-Quaen™s Unin efsity Press.

nedlmu\'orr Personnl Toxes, br Gorden Richl, Geneeal
Publizh

Reﬂmlnn:a:sd\\-onnd! by StephenGill, Vesta Publicaticas.

The Ruckles., photagraphs by Shin Sugino. text by Jon Whyte,

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books were
reviewed in the previous issue of Books in
Canada, Our recommendations don’t
necessarily reflect the reviews:

FICTION

A Cage of Bone, by Jean-Guy Carrier. Oberon
Press. An allegorical testament o the author’s
culture, written in cunning moderation.

The Underdogs, by William Weintraub,
MeClelland & Stewart. A satire about the fate
that may await Anglos in a separate Quebec,
No, to everybody's gait.

—_— e = = o mn =

5 "el Spclétést Chongement Soclal et Rnppom de
Cluu RéalisE por Loufs hMahsu ﬂ Gabelel Gapnen, Les
Prosees de LUniversité de Montréa

Sonnets to Orphens, by Rainer Maria mn\g translated by Karl
H. Sicgler. Talonbooks.

Stefansson end the Conadian Arctic, by Richard J, Diukaldo.

McGill-Quoen™s University Press.

Studles on Crlsis Mana A, edited by C.F. Smartand W. T.
Stanbury. [nsiuie for Research on Public Policy.

Things Thal Fly. by Myroa Tumer, The Four Humeurs Pre~s.

Three Plays, by Geonge F. Walker, Coach House Press.

The Tou annnl.'e. Pier Ghlgm D1 Ciceo, M & 8.

Trudeay, by Georpe

Tlu'l\lmbllggs‘lw by Hugh H.llliday Can:ld: 's Wings.

Urbnnllausmg\hrl:m.edumdby 5. BoumeandJotin R.
Hitskeeck, U of T Press.

Wilderness Men, by Howand O"Hapan, Talonbooks.

Willsaw, by P. S, Moore, Breahwaler Books,

Wind, by Dine Gigudre. munsined by Alan
Brown. M & S.

‘The Works of Joseph Légaré: 1795-1855, by John R_ Poner.
The Natioeol Gallery of Canada
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Copies of Books in Canada are available free in the better
book stores across Canada. If you can’t regularly visit your
local book store, subscribe now and ensure prompt delivery
of lively and entertaining reading 10 times a year.
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Coming soon: the announcement of the winner of the Books
in Canada Award for First Novels; a feature on the state of
plays in Canada; a look at TV drama; profiles of Gordon
Pinsent and Robert Weaver; reviews of all the latest Canadian
sprimg titles and the best of foreign fiction; interviews with the
most interesting characters and talents in the literary world,
some of the wittiest and frankest letters to the editor ever
written, and much, much more.

Don’t miss out, subscribe now.

I would like a year’s subscription to Books in Canada.
I enclose my cheque for $9.95 (1 (North America),
$15 overseas (1. Please bill me for $

Name
Address

Postal code

Please make cheques payable to: Canadian Review of Books
Ltd., 366 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5SA 1N4
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THE MOST TALKED ABOUT MAN

IN CANADA TALKS BACK...




