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FACING (BLUSH) FACTS

|
A regretful revisionist takes a
closer look at Colombo’s References ...
and the critics who reviewed it

by Paul Stuewe

TO NEAR-UNANIMOUS acclaim, Co-
lombo's Canadian References was
released in October of last year. If you
read Barbara Amiel’s review in
Maclean's, you learned that it had
become **a Basic Book by its very
existence”; if you read George
Woodcock’sin The Canadian Forum,
you were informed that it “is a first-rate
handbook for a practising WIIter to have
at his elbow. and | shall be using it
constantly”: and if you read Hugh
Garner’sin Books in Canada, you were
assured that it was “worthy of joining
its English and U.S. relatives on every
library. school, and home-reference
shelf, not only in Canada but aso
throughout the world.” The message
seemed clear if | wanted to preserve
my dim hopes of becomi ngt; a foomote
in some future “History of Canadian
Literature.” I'd better get a copy of
Colombo’ s Canadian References and
start using it, prento.

So | did. And since I'm currently
working on preparing discographies
{lists of recordings) on several ‘popular
Canadian performers, the first thing |
did wasto seeif Colombo’s Canadian
References (CCR, hereafter) contained
any information that would assist me in
this endeavour. I found lots of informa-

was reasonably well-informed revealed
further errors, and at the risk of going
against the grain of the reviéwers’
consensus, | think it is time that a
revisionist view of CCR was expressed.

A close examination of the entries
dealing with popular music yields a
substantial number of mistakes. The
three Leonard Cohen albums listed are
all misdated and the sequence of two of

tion there, all right; but it was so /@l

consistently inaccurate, and had so

obviously been compiled by a person or
persons unfamiliar with the field, that
my suspicions were aroused regarding
the remainder of CCR's contents. The
perusal of other entries about which I

them has been reversed, while the
David Clayton-Thomas entry cenfuses
the title of asingle with that of an album
and then misdates the latter by two
years. The Band is credited with join-
Ing Ronnie Hawkins four years after
they had i” fact become associated with
him, although this isin a sense bal-
anced when CCR has Neil Young
joining the group Buffalo Springfield
four years before he had actually be-
come a member.

Another case of inaccurate precocit
occurs when Zalman Yanovsky’s baud,
the Lovin® Spoonful., is described as
“the top rock gmup i North America
in1964"*; quite aremarkable feat, since
they did not make any records until
1965. The entry for Lighthouse omits
the name of its co-founder and supplies
information regarding the size and
composition of the group that |s accu-
rate for only three years of ik seven-
year existence. And natiopalist fans of
the rock opera Tommy will be delighted
to learn that composer Peter
Townshend is a member of the Guess

y Who, ajthough sticklers for exactitude
¢ will note that in order to get the name of

his group right, you have to take the
“*Guess”’ out of it. And you’d have to
spell Townshend’s name correctly,
which CCR also falls to do.

Since this litany of misdatings,
omissions, and confusions threatens to
become somewhat boring, let me
summarize by saying that a mgjority of
the contemporary-music entries have at
least one error. Sometimes these mis-

J_‘",‘,‘" .




oAndy Russell's Adventures with Wild Animals

Nature writing at its best) Set in the Canadian Rockies, Russell’ s seven superb stories
tell of fascinating encounters with grizzlies, cougars, otters, coyotes, and other wildlife.
Beautifully illustrated by Harry Savage, this handsomely designed book is a magnifi-
cent gift for adults and youngsters. $9.95

oConada: Concelled Because of Lack of Interest
by Eric Nicol and Peter Whalley. Definitely Eric Nicol’s funniest (and wisest) book
ever — alook back from the end of the 21st century at what happened to Canada —
why it disappeared, what went wrong in the arts, in politics, transportation, education,
business, etc. A uey funny book with over 120 Illustrations. $8.95

oThe Canadion ABC Book
by Roy Peterson. Atlast, a Canadian ABC! Full colour throughout; 27 marvellous
facing spread fllustrations, bright and bold. Kids (and parents too!) will love the
wonderful little mouse, Stubblejumper Zed, who'll be their guide from the front cover
to the last page. An eye-catching ABC with lots of Canadian content. — a fabulous
bargain at $4.95.

oCover Your Ass:

Or, How %o survive in @ CGovernment Bureaucracy

by Bureaucrat X. A highly-placed civil servant who has worked both in Ottawa and
in a provincial capital is the author of thii very funny exposk of government
bureaucracy, bureaucratic jargon, one-upmanship, sex in the civil service — all the
games that provincia and federal bureaucrats play and their devastating effect on the
Canadian public. Hilarious! $8.95

oThe wit & Wisdom or Richord Needham
Irreverent and delightfully witty, this new collection of Needham's best aphorisms and |
quotable quotations displays hi unique flair for uncovering the follies and foibles in-
herent in human nature. No one and no thing escapes his needle-sharp wit. With an
entertaining introduction by Richard J. Doyle, Editor of The Globe and Mail, and
humorous illustrations by Ed Franklin. $3.95 paper, $9.95 cloth.
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KEYS TO CANADA

A TERRIBLE BEAUTY: The Art of
Canada at War

Heather Robertson's magnificent tribute to the
war generations, with more than 100 colour
plates of Canada’s greatest war art. A powerful
text selected from personal accounts by
ordinary Canadian men and women of their
experiences in the armed fofces and in battle.
$29.95 cloth, October publication.

THE [IRMRAIGRANTS

Frank, compelling insights into the lives of
people fmm all over the globe who have
chosen a new life in Canada. Their hopes, per-
ceptions, achievements and humiliations are
distilled from hundreds of interviews in a clear-
eyed, sensitive treatment by Gloria Monterg.
$12.95 cloth, September publication.

WHAT DOES QUEBEC WANT?

A concise, objective and penetrating presen-
tation by political scientist Andre Bemard.of the
dominant ideas and goals shared by the vast
majority of French-speaking Quebecois, the real
forces underlying them! and the tactical options
represented by the major Quebec political
parties. Basic to an understanding of Canada’s
ongoing political crisis. $5.95 paper,

$13.00 cloth, September publication.

WINMIPEG: An Hllustrated History
Authoritative treatment of the political, social
and economic evolution of Western Canada’s
traditional metropole by Alan Astibise. with 100
splendid full-page historical photographs.
$9.95 paper, $12.95 cloth, October publication.

HISTORY OF THE COUNTY

OF ONTARIO

Leo Johnson captures both the flavour of local

events and the sweeping impact of great histor-
ical changes spanning more than two centuries

in a region of central Ontario. Beautifully bound
and illustrated. $10.00 cloth, now avallable.

Jamas Lorimer & Company,
Publishers

takes are minor. as when Ian and Sylvia's back-up group the
Great Speckled Bird isidentified as “the Great Speckled
Band”;, sometimes_ they are mgjor indeed, as when Paul
Bley, a jazz pianist, is described as a *“jazz a(t;wtarlst’: whose
career bears a striking resemblance to that of Ed Bickert,
atbougb none a dl to Bley's. Whatever tbe amplitude of
CCR’s mistakes in its populdr-music inclusions, they occur
with a frequency that seems to me unacceptable in awork of
reference. . _

Such apoor performance in one category might be excus-
able if the remainder of the book were relatively error-free.
Unfortunately, this is not the case. I took a quick’ trot
through CCR from A to Z, noting only those items that
were either Clearly wrong or seemed likely to be so0. Here's
a representative Sample: .

In literature, Where one would expect CCR to be strong-
est. them are a surprising number of mistakes. Wilson
MacDonald's first poetry collection is identified as Our of
the Wilderness (1926) when it is actually The Song of the

Prairie Land (1918), a mistake all tbe inore guzzling in that

the entry goes on N mention a book in which this iS clearly
Set out (although since tbe publication date give’ for the
|atter is incorrect. this seems to be a case of total incom-
petence ON the part Of whoever prepared the entry). The
Sono Nis Press is inaccurately described as a ““poetry-
publishing house” — it has published several volumes of
prose fiction — and the explanation give” for its name is
utter nonsense: CCR has it that Seme Nis is the Spanish for
“sound” and “nothing,” respectively, whereas the press's
first book explains that Seno stems from the Italian for “|
am” a[[]d Nis hum an Early English contraction meaning
iS not.

A flock of misdatings mars the entries for Mavis Gallant,
Scott Symous, Pat Lane, J. Michagl Y ates, Earle Birney,
and Robert Service. But the werst confusion of all occurs in
the twin entries for “Alan Crawley,’ the publisher of
“Contemporary Verse.” Under the former we [earn that he

had been ‘blind sinee 1933, and under the latter that in

1941 “he was Slowly going blind.” Tbe former gives 1952

as the termination date of Contemporary Verse, the latter
ives March. 1953; and the amus'ré%thing iSthat while they
oth cannot be right, they are probably both wrong, since

Joan McCullagh’s study Alan Crawley and Contemporary

t\./erse. gives February, 1953, as the date of final publica-
ion.

Having detected a number of mistakesin the popular
music and literature entries, | approached their -fitm
pounter&arts with ajaundiced eye. It Goin' Down the Road
is*'the best and most successful English-Canadian film
made to date” as CCR has it, when we might expect its two
anti-heroes to be correctly identified as coming from Nova~
Scotia (remember “ My Nova Scotia Home” on the side of
their jalopy?) rather than Newfoundland. Another error of
description occurs when one of the charactersin Montreal
Main is defined as “a typical suburban” boy: He cab hardly
be caled suburban, siace he lives within an easy bicycle
tide of *‘the Main”; and far from being typical, he comes
from a semi-hip family whose conflicts witb the far-out Main
denizens provide tbe filta with much of its force. Different
dates appearing in entries cross-referenced with one another
is a problem with film information as well: you'll have to
choose between 1973 and 1974 release dates for Bingo,
1972 and 1973 for Kamouraska, 1970 and 1971 for Mon
Oncle Antoine, 1963 and 1964 for The Moontrap and 1973
and 1975 for Les Ordres.

Sports is yet another area where CCR has its problems.
The National Hockey League entry takes up a lot of space
listing the 1967 and 1970 expansion teams, but then fallsto
mention the teams that came into the league in 1974, end
the information provided regarding the structering of divi-
sions was out of date in '1975. The Canadian Football
L eague entry does not indicate that there is a separ ate enky

for. the Ottawa Rough Riders: and the confusion is corn-

6Booksin Canada. AugustiSeptamber.is'ﬂ
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Peoples of the Coast: The Indians of the Pacific Northwest by George Woodcock

An important, handsome new book that will be &he definitive book on Canada’s
remar icable Coast Indian culture. 16 pages in full colour, 120 black and white illustra-
tions. A beautiful book by one of Canada’s finest writers. $17.95, October

Great Golf Humour by Mervyn ] Huston

» A rich collection with & laugh on evewoaée from such greats es Paul Gellico, Stephen
Leacock, George Plimpton, P.G. house, Ring Lardner, Don Marquis, and
Stephen Potter. A marvellous gift for any golfer, any handicap. $11.95, October

All of Babas Children by Myraa Kostash

From a second-generation Canadian and well-known journalist — a very important and

unusual evaluation of 'Ukrainian cultural and political heritaige in Canada. Both a per-

sonal and a historical search, the book presents a remarkable new perspective of the

lc.;krailr;ian immigrants end their successors, and of Cenadian society. $12.50,
ctober

QXK. Everybody Take a Valium: 150 Caricatures by Aislia

A brand new, hilarious collection by Aislin [Terry Mosher , Canada’s cartoon genius.
Herein are his best, his funniest, and his most vicious ana satirical cartoons from the
past two years. Laugh while you wince. A super stocking stuffer providing you den®s
give it to Pierre Trudeau, Joe Clark, Ed Broadbent, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter,
Fene Levesque, Indira Gandhi, . . . $3.95, October

How to Boil Water: A Bachelor's Guide to Cooki ng a Home by Brian Kanee

Especially written for today’s bachelor, male or female, this easy to follow cook book
guides you through the world of cooking: utensils, how-to tips, simple short cuts; din-
ner parties; with 30 complete menus for one or two people and 12 fine gourmet din-
ners. Cooking made easy! $5.95, October

235 Photographers: Art Director's Index to Photographers *

A superb reference book’for all photoFr‘aphers and edvartiaing personnel, containing
the best wark from 236 intsrnational photographers; 700 colour plates, 150 b&w
photographs. A beautifully designed and produced art book and an exquisite gift for
anyone interested in photography. $39.85, Octgber

Photograph@ 77

With over 700 illustrations end 76 pages in colour, this new edition is & lavish visual
feast and a gorgeous wellspring of inspiration for designers; advertisers, journelists,
and illustrators. $36.50, published \

Hurtig Publishers
At your favourite booksdlers.
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NEW IN PAPERBAC
from the .

LAURENTTAN LIBRARY

it Delaney’s Idand
?r?rl.- Hml,-;h?-y

*... if you read Spit Delaney’s Island |
last year, Hodgins® first collection of
short stories, you ... knew that a
major new talent had appeared on
the western horizon ..." Oflawa
Journal 5395

The Weekend Man

Richard B. Wright l
*[tis an exceedingly unusual !
achicvement — a novel about bore- - [ }
dum that isnt boring.” Torunte Star ~ Thr¥wlan] i
82.95 vy

A

..-..‘ -.J B

E

The Siren Years

A Canadian Diplomat Abroad
1937-1945

Charh s Ritchie

*.

This winner of the 1974 Governor-
General's Award for non-fiction has
been described as “rich and evoca-
tive, full of substance and bursting
with energy. ..." Torento Star 54.50

The Last of the Grazy People
Thmothy Findley

Written in the tradition of A Member L 1
of the Wedding. this brilliant nove! e
drans the reader into a small boy's ;

world of madness and fear. explod= ~ | ¢
ing in aclimax of inexorable horror. =~
54.93 :

But We Are Exiles Robert Kroetsch, $3.50

A Very Double Life: The Private World of Mackenzie King
C. P. Stacey, S3.95

Strangers Devour the Land: The Gree hunters of the Jame
Bay area versus Premier Bourassa and the James Bay De
velopment Corporation Boyce Richardson. $4.50

Federalism and the French Canadians Pierre Elliott Trudeau
s-1.511

Seven Rivers of Canada Hugh MacLennan, S4.95

The Legend of John Hornby George Whalley, S5.95

The Boy from Winnipeg James H. Gray. $3.95

Not For Every Eye Gerald Bessette; translated from the
French by Glen Shoriliffe, $2.95 .

The Maple Leaf Forever Ramsay Cook, $4.95

AND .

Who Has Seen the Wind: Movie Edition W.O. Mitchell
S;!.'J:‘l. Crming in Scplombur to coingide with release of Allan King'
Sl

M Macmillan .

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street, Toronto M5B 1X3
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pounded when under the latter we read that the team has
won the Grey Cup eight times since 1938, although the
Grey Cup entry indicates only six such championships cre-
dited to Ottawa between 1938 and 1975 (Ottawa won the
1976 Grey Cup, but only after CCRhad been published). If
all this seems rather picayune — although we are dealing
with awork of reference. remember -consider that CCR
commits a major gaffe in getting the dimensions of the
Canadian football field wrong. _
Several of the preceding comments touch upon the edit-
ing of CCR. and it might be well to make them explicit
here. The frequency of conflicting information being con-
tained in entries cross-referenced with one another is quite
remarkable, and there is simply no excuse for it. The same
applies to the number of times no cross-reference is indi-
cated where one in fact exists: thii means that in the case of
the separate entries for “Nelson Ball” and **Weed/Flower
Press,” which complement one another, the reader is not
informed that an additional entry can be consulted, and isin
effect deprived of one of the most useful features of compe-
tent works of reference. Editoria inconsistency is a problem
in other areas aswell: works first published in languages
other than English sometimes have their original appear-
ances dated and sometimes not, and works published under
pseudonyms sometimes have the pseudonyms provided and
sometimes not. If there are rhymes and reasons for these
practices, they are nowhere indicated.
All of thii does not necessarily mean that CCR is a worth-
less book, of course. First editions of reference works often
contain numerous inaccuracies, which are rectified in sub-

sequent revisions; and it may well be' that-the many .

categories Of information | have not felt competent to con-
sider (history and politics, particularly) have been more
satisfactorily treated. What disturbs me is’ the uniformly
banal level at which CCR has been discussed, as if it were
some sort of amusing informational collage rather than a
book billed by its publishers (Oxford University Press) asa
“mini-encyclopedia’ that provides **an invaluable and
irreplaceable introduction to Canadian life and culture.”
iven tbe sheer number of efrors revealed in a curso
examination of CCR — and | have by no means listed all
that | found-one might have expected at least some men-
tion of them in reviews of the book. With a very few excep-
tions, however, reviewers for the major magazines and
newspapers exhibited an embarrassing -willingness to fall
over backwards in the uncritical admiration of an extremely
complex volume. The typical review of CCR settled for a
Jittle nitpicking regarding why specific subjects had been
included or excluded, and then hastened to dilute even this
mild criticism with a final affirmation of how wonderful and
earth-shaking an event had comem pass.

Thus John Robert Colombo’s *‘Acknowledgements’
preceding CCR’s text. in which he recognizes the possibil-
|e'3/ of errors- and Bromlsesto correct them ia subsequent

itions, becomes by default one of the few accurate indica-
tions that it is something less than perfect. Otherwise the
readers of reviews, who presumably expect them to function
as consumer guidesto the value of the book in question,
have been very poorly served by the mgjor reviewing media;
and speaking as one of those readers, | find myself more
than a little upset by the mistaken impression conveyed by a
be\_fy of superficial notices. '

he possible explanations — doth, ignorance or (un-

pleasant, but unavoidable) the deliberate suppression of

serious criticism — are not comforting, and | am not

comfortable in making them. But they seem to meto be
unavoidable; so much so that if there were royal com-

missions looking into the practice of book reviewing, this
article would end with a call for just such an inquiry. Since
this is not the case, it will end with the observation that it

may well be time to begin treating book reviews with the
same scepticism with which we approach the more blatant.
forms of advertising. O
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THE COMPARABLE M

A Beerbohm of the Prairies he isn't. But

for 30 years Braithwaite has been earning
his bread by tilling the hard soil of freelance
writing and it's time for a reassessment

by George Melnyk

~

*1USED To CALL myself a hack writer,” Max Braithwaite
confesses to me at the end of our interview in a Saskatoon
motel room. “But now | just call myself a writer.” God
forfend that anyone place him among the ﬂiei n-the-sky
literati or the proletarian paparrazzi. No, sir. His self-image
wanders tbe no man’s land between tbe highbrow and the
lowbrow. As a popular writer (somewhere between Harle-
quin romances and The Malahat Review), he's the staunch
middle-class, “One of Canada's most successful authors
and freelance writers,"' scream the fame hawkers on the
back of his books. “Canadd's most prolific freelance writer,
author of books, magazine articles, radio, television, and
movie scripts.” Successful and prolific are the key adjec-
tives. Fame and fortune. The freelance writer’ snirvana, The
Pierre Berton svndrome. That's Max Braithwaite to a
T-bone.

But after fame and fortune, ‘what? For three decades he
has been pouring it out, first from Streetsville and now Port

Max Braithwaire

Carling, Ont. (where he chums around with that whirling
dervish of Canadian wordmongers, Farley Mowat). And
finaJIK, now that he'sin hisé0s, it's time for an assessment.
Has the Prairie boy who ran away to **Tarana’’ made good?

It depends on your criteria. According to the aways affa
ble Braithwaite %e would have ma& a good PR man), all
is wonderful. “1"ve had as much suecess as | deserve. I'm
perfectly satisfied.” This statement, more appropriate for a
memoir-writing statesman than a working novelist (he has
two in the works), hides alifetime conditioned by tbe hard
hustle of being a “Have pen, will write anything” free-
lancer for the literary bankers of theMaclean-Hunter empire
and the mandarins of the CBC. “There was lots of work
because them were few other writers,” he says of the 1950s
and early 1960s. “The pay was good enough to earn a
liling. | was a hot-shot adaptor of other people’s stories as
well as writing originals for Maclean’s, Liberty, Ladies
Home Journal.”* He has that hardened freelancer’s con-
tempt for the present welfare system in writing (*1'd rather
write a children’s book than go to the Canada Council”).
For him, the “good old days’ are B.C.C. (Before Canada
Council), when literary reality was Pplain ordinary
laissez-faire capitalism, writer-eat-titer economics. “I re-
spect hard-working writers, not complainers.” he saysin,
the stem tone of tbe self-made man.

He considers himself a pm. a bread-and-butter writer
who raised his family by writing textbooks. An enemy of
the esoteric, he doesn’'t acknowledge the toll extracted by
the school of hard knocks or recognize the way the spirit-
wrenching buck of popularity keeps calling for repeats of
any success formula. I1t's Hemingwayism all the way.
Commercia success, which is the criterion by which
Braithwaite lives, hasits pros byt also its cons (every pro
being a good con, I suppose). The first con is Braithwaite’s
persona as the jolly fat man. (*‘I'm basicaly funny. I'm the
clown ‘at parties, a natural-born entertainer.”) That's the
official Braithwaite. Unofficially, thereis tbe redlity of a
Great Depression psychology, ajuicy omelette of economic
fear, (I)reer[ expectations, and hunger for recognition. Behind
each [augh, there is the hard work of learning tbe tricks of
the trade, the chore of writing radio scripts week after week,
year ater year. of pushing out textbooks, of endless stories
and articles for the popular-magazinemarket. To cover thii
sweaty sea. he spreads out his blanket of patented Braith-
waite humour and we %Iadly swallow the sugar-coated pill.
It's the humourist's jbb.

Braithwaite’s humour is the fat man’sfacade. It's a de-
fence mechanism. To beat the other guy to the punch. you
make fun of yourself. Ergo. Braithwaite’s preoccupation
with his own past. His autobiographical trilogy, Why Sheot
the Teacher, Never Sleep Three In A Bed, and The. Night
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Macmillan of Canad

THE SEVY HERO

Essays in Comparative Quebec/Canadian Literature =

Ronald Sutherland -

Saturday Night halled Sutherland's firs1 collectlon, Second Image
as demonastrating “thata criticcan actually enhance thelileralurehe
is studying.” The New Hero surpasses this earller achlevement.
This bookis a Oterary defight — full of Incisive and startiing cbser-
vations on the cultura, history, and wiiting of aif Canada.

Fall Paper approx. $6.85

CANADA AND THE BURDEN OF UNITY °

Davld Jay Bercuson, editor

A colleclion of commissloned essays which explore some of the
regional needs that must be met befcre any real national unity can
be attained.

1977 Cloth$12.95° Paper$6.95"

CAMADA AND THE AGE OF CONFLICT:

A History of Canadian External Policies

Volume | 1867-1921

Colonel C. P. Stacey

An important newwork from one of Canada’s most eminenthis-
torians. In this first of tvro volumes, Colonel Stacey iraces the rools
of Canadian forelgn policies from the early days of John A.
IMacdonald's new Dominion tothe election of 1921 and the davming
of the Mackenzie King era.

Fall Cioth approx $19.95"

[MACIKENZIE KINQ: Widening the Debale

J. English and J. Stubbs, eds. f
Eleven spacially commissionad essays offer fresh Insight Into
aspects of the former prime minister. :

Fall Cloth approx. $19.85*

URDAN GANADA: Iis Governmoent éhd Palitica

Donald J. Higgina

Surpasses standard works on Canadian urban govemmant and
politics by providing a framevvork for analysis of Canadian férms of
urban gevermment; contalns both a wealth of historieal background
and constructivasuggestions forways In which urban governments
might be made to funciion mone satisfactorily. -

Fell Paper approx $8.95°

PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLELIS OF THE

CHILD AID HIS FALILY

Paul D. Stelnhauer and Quentin Rae-Grant, eds.

An outstanding collection of 24 original arficles. Discussas
development and treatment in a language easily understood by all.
Inciudes aglossary of tarms.

1977 Cloth§12.95*

THE COLIMUNNTY OF THE VILL:

A Sludy in the History of the Famlly and Village Life in Fourteenth-
Century England M

Edward Britton

Unlike most books about the Middla Ages, this study does not deal
primarily vath feudal lords, but insiead focuses on the peasantry,
Thestructure of peasant sociely is examined through toples such as
marmiage, children, family groups, landhalding, maveable property,
and soctal mobility.

Fall Cioth approx $19.85

THE VIEW FROL1 THE PULPIT: .
The Seclal and Poiilical Thought of Victorian Ministars of Refigion
P. T. Phillips, editor .

Forevrord by G. Kitson Clark

An examination of the sodlzl and polltical thought and aclion of
prominent ministers of religlon living In Viclorlan Britaln.

Fall Cloth approx. 523.85

FROIX THE FARTHEST HEBRIDES

Donald A Fargusson

This handsome volume chronicles the Gaelic cullure of the Hebri-
dean and Highland emigranis io Cape Bretonihradgh a collaction of
Gaelle folkk songs and melodies. Anyone with a concern for his
Gaelic heritage, anyonewith an Interest In folklore, folk music,
history, or the history of the Gaellc pecples will ind this a fascinating
and rewarding shudy.
Fall Cloth

Sort l_mnuunl books areIndicated by an asterisk

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limitad
70 Bond Street, Toronto M5B 1X3
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We stole the Mountie's Car. is heart-warming humour bor-
dering on soap opera at times. It tellsus more about Braith-
waite than we may first suspect. For ‘example, his division
of the world into the “lean and stout,’*" where producers,
directors, editors and publishers are on the lean side, talks
about areal war between the writer and his mentors.

Like the house wine in a moderate restaurant, Braith-
waite’s humour is a blend of the indigenous and the im-
orted. “ Stephen Leacock has done wonders for Canadian
umour; he's as great as Mark Twain,” he says cheer-
fully. Then adds: “The humourist who influenced me raost
is James Thurber. Thurber is clean, concise, deadpan.” A
nice blend indeed, for which he won the Leacock Medal in
1972. He hates the superfluous. He's a New Y orker stylist,
of the Harold Ross school of ultra readability and genteel
clarity. Bverything iS seemm?Iy up front. o
There's a basic sympathy for the human condition in his
work, a softness that precludes raw satire or parody. His
humeour is more like a massage. The vision comes from the
fatalism of Depression Prairie culture that taught commiser-
ation with a smile, a tender stlff-upﬁer-llp. It’s his distinc-
tive trademark. The rest is mn-of-the-mill, state-of-the-art
craft. In fact, the battle between a lifetime of on-the-job
freelancing and his own sincerity continues. It's the writer
as hack versus the humourist as entertainer. The Braithwaite
who informs me nonchalantly that “I’ve gotten nothing but
good reviews’ is the same Braithwaite Who says seriously:
“ Canadian humour isnot in goed shape.” Takkyourpick.
Chaplinesque pathos. the self-deprecating sadness of the
clown, is one of the roots of Braithwaite’s Style. It's family
entertainment rated G or PG. He' s read by everyone from
hi-school students in Nowhere, Sask., to grandfathers in
Huckster, Ont. The persona of the struggling, impoverished
;]);ztit-bourgeois teacher appedls to everyone. In the Walt
isney world of the all:Canadian childhood. patn and suf-
fering is turned into nostalgia and trauma into laughs.
Spiced with the usual bag of topics — sex, family, religion,
and school — his small-town mirror [s Just sight -for Don
Harron's Canada — reflecting the greener pastures of a
rural past, the down-home neighbourliness and solidarity of
the Broadfoot Y ears. o
But Braithwaite’s West (lie Sinclair Ross' Upward,
Sask., and W. 0. Mitchell's Jake and The Kid) is a dis-
appearing west. The agrarian civilization he fled after the
Second World War, escaping as he put it fmm “the dry
windy cold barren Prairies to the fertile warm literary fields
of Toronto,"" is no longer the over-riding Prairie reality.
Both the focus and the scope of the Western identity Is
evolving. The hard-edged epic art of Rudy Wiebe, the eth-
nic jabs of Ken Mitchell’s humour, the search for an Indian
past is the' new frontier of Prairie writing, while
Braithwaite’s writing is that of an eager exile honed sharp
by decades .of freelance assignments. During the coarse of
our interview (he was in Saskatoon for a Prairie Writers
Workshop), | never got a sense of his being able to relate to
the new West (except to tell me that the two-storey house
with swimming pool that he had rented in Californiathis
past winter cost less than an apartment inSaskatoon). Three
decades in Southern Ontario have made him a purveyor of
memories, a folklorist of light entertainment. He'S com-
fortable in thewt and so are we. Both his Why Shoot The
Teacher and W.O. Mitchell’s Whe Has Seen The Wind
will be released as feature films thisfall; Like .the Prairie
boyhood memories of William Kurelek, we just lap it op.
~ Asaresident practitioner of journalese, what angers me
is nor Braithwaite’'s going but the fact that nothing has
changed in the economics of Canadian writing in those three
decades. Toronto is still the homeland of editors, producers,
and publishers. Braithwaite’s pragmatic advice was “Go
East, young man; if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.” | prefer
mother aspect of Braithwaite. the Prairie part that says
“Grin and bear it.” O
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3 New Canadian Books

. an in-depth look into the lives of a
" pioneer gentlewoman and an outstanding
Canadian Major-General — and a visual
record of Indian wooden Churches in B.C.

THC CANADA COUNAL
O/

10O POrTIONALS

- NI

"“Then began my camping days and the wild, free life |
crer loved till age and infirmity put anend to it."’

— APioneer Gentlewoman

Ldm

g—]’ NOW! paper cover
e doth......... .$18.95

The Recollections of Susan Allison
Edited by Margaret A. Otmsby
Susan Allison’s isolated but Milling
fife with her husband and fourteen
children® in B.C.'s Similkameen Valley
between 1960 - 1890.

in British Columbia

$ 7.95

llustrated

T would bave followed bim through bell.’" A soldier
who served under Pearkes.

: -;;4-:1

Reginald H, Rcy

A dramatic career in Canada’s army end
government -~- homesteader. mountie,
trooper to Major-General is World
War II, Defence Minister in Diefen-
baker’s Cabinet, and Lieucenant-
Governor of B.C.

NOW! doth......... $15.95

. Iustrated

“For the first he, the wooden Indian chmrches of
British Columbia can take their rightful place among lhe

e " Ohen ambitous an d beautiful, the
i ! 4 ;l wooden frontier churches built after
e 1860 are now frequently abandoned end
..-.."'-.. == neglected. Includes  general-interest For further details. consultour

great  specimens o f North 15 December 1977: music.
.. American  architecture and
Moeovidlae  culture.”’ | Harold Kalman
FRSLITIYS O
s Early Indian Village Applications are also accepted at any
Churches time for: .
yo - = Wooden Fronter Architecture
"‘g in British Columbia Short Term Grants

~. . John Veillette and Gary White

essays on missionaries, church style.

Size9™x 11 construction  methods, ~restoration,
over 250 photos and preservation. The Canada Council
e Can ounci
NOVEMBER | paper cover $15.00 Arts Awards Service
doth ....... $29.00 P.O. Box 1047
Ottawa, Ontario
Published by K1P V8

University of British Columbia Press
2075 Wesbrook Place
Vancouver. British Columbia V6T 1W5

For Most Conspicuous &sing dates

B?;Vel‘og Co P 15 October 1977: architecture. dance.
very ] filmmaking. multidisclplinary art,

A Biography of dajor-General music. photography, theatre. video.

George R. Peatkes, \V.C. through visual arts. writing.

Two Wcdd Wars 1April 1979: visual arts. writing.

U

Senlor for those who have made a
t significant contribution to
ar by the arts over @ number Of years

t and are still actlvely engaged in

8ran J their profession. Worth up to
$17.000 to cover living, production
and travel costs.

arts fd artists beyond the level of basic
training. Worth up 1o $8.000 plus

gantf program costs not exceeding 51.100

and travel allowance, if needed.

Closing dates

15 October 1977 and 1 April 1979:
architecture, dance. fllmmaking,
multidisciplinary art, photography.
theatre, video, visual arts. writing.

Travel Grants
Project Cost Grants

Aid to Artists brochure or write to:
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QUINT ESSENTIALS

Bet-ton tells the Dionne saga as a
Canadian epic, complete with Hupmobiles,

hustle, and hyperbole
by J. L Granatstein

The Dionne Years: A Thirties Melodrama. by Pierre
Berion. McClelland & Stewart, illustrated, 232 pages,
512.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7710 1215 2).

HOw CAN WE account for the extraordinary success that
Pierre Berton has achieved as a chronicler of Canada’ spast?
How is it that this man, single-handedly propping up
McCléeland & Stewart. can preduce a book for each and
every fall season? .

Clearly it isnot Berton’s great SKills as a prose stylist that
account for his sales. Berton’s writing is clear and simple,
not brilliant or flashy. That is undoubtedly a strength, but it
is no explanation. He is a good, diligent researcher who gek
into the documents and talks to the participants, He has an
eye for the telling anecdote that can illustrate his point.
These are the marks of every skillful writer, but none of
these traits are unique, and there isnothing here to differen-
tiate Berton from any one of dozens of others.

The primary reason for his success. | think, isthat heis
omnipresent in the media, that he is tough, shrewd, and
combative. that he has the contacts and connections to get
the maximum in publicity. Hi books are events, reviewed
On the front pages, featured in the supplements, even the
lead review in Books in Canada. Berton has advantages that
he uses with skill and that his publisher exploits lavishly,
and the result is that every non-reader in Canada has a shelf
of Bertoniana right alongside the Reader’s Digest
condensed books. 1t isa wondrous thing to behold.

More lo the point, however, is that Berton is incredibly
skilled in selecting topics that cry out to be done, subjects
that strike a responsive chord in the Canadian conciousness.
His books on the CPR, for example, came at a time when
the Centennial glow was fading and when Canadians
needed a boost to their national ego. Thr Last Spike and
The National Dream offered just that, a celebration of a
national epic that had united the country in an earlier period
of doubt and despair. Berton’s books are unashamedly
nationalistic, carrying a popularized and mythologized his-
tory te a people who want and need it and who have failed to
receive it from their academic historians. Berton fills a na-
tional need; and if he has become rich in the process, more
power to him.

This year's book, The Dionne Years, is aso soreto be a
best seller. The subject is so Canadian. so right. After all,
what could be more distinctively Canadian than the Dionne
Quints. that miracle of nature. that live-of-a-kind happening
that obsessed Canadians and the world through the last five
vears of the Depression and into the war? ind when we
have a conflict between the kindly country doctor and the
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Quints' parents, between a benevolent Ontario government
and the forces of crass American commercialism, then we
truly have A Thirties Melodrama.

Thisisagood story. and it issimply astonishing that it
has remained untold in an impartial way until now. The
saga of t’mQuintuEIéts isanincredible one, first because of
the extremely unlikely occurrence of their birth and the even
more unlikely nature of their surival. But then, to have the

Nurse Yvonne Leroux in the Dionne farmhouse kitchen with a day-old
atnt.
doctor who delivered the children become a hem, a knight
sons reprache, while the parents become caricatured as
country bumpkins, ignorant French-Canadian peasants, iS
unbelievable. And to have the Provinee of Ontario stepin
and literally takeover therole of parents, ph?/sjcaJIK separat-
ing the babies from their parents and family so they could
receive a “civilized” ugbringing,, is inconceivable. What
kind of people were we? ,
The story is a fascidating one. but Berton does not really
make asmuch of it as hecould. Although he has had access
to the papers of Dr. Dafoe, to public records, and to other
collections and although he has done extensive interview-
ing, his narrative stays resolutely on the surface. For &am-
ple, it Ssmply fails to lay the groundwork so we can under-
stand the gr owir_wl%and bitter dispute between the Dionnes
and Dr. Dafoe. The doctor, Berton does tell us. was an
insecure man with a statter who lived in Northern Ontario
because he could be the intellectual superior of the



http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Pierre+Berton

habitants who surrounded him. He spoke no Frerich,
scorned those who did. and was probably a bigot. But this
is. I think. imsufficient to explain the warfare that de-
veloped. Nor does Berton really explain the way in which

Dionne... was followed into public wash-
rooms by men who wanted to see if he had
the physical attributes to go along with his
potency.

the Ontario government got so deepla/ involved and how it
could act with such blatant disregard for the wishes of the
family. Nor does he offer us enough to understand how
Dafoe became the archetypal country-doctor figure. All
these themes are central to his story, but none of them are
fully developed, although all are treated at length. Perhaps
the sources are at fault.

Instead, what the reader receives is undigestedresearch, a
lethora of brand names. lists, newspaper digests. Berton
as an unfortunate tendency to to make his work

interesting rather than explicative. and he achieves thisin
The Dionne Yeurs by a shameless flaunting of his research.

Do you want to know what was doing in Toronto on the
night the Quints were born? The 1930s attitudes to sex in
magazines? Details of the Chicago Exposition? A rundown
on New Y ork nightclubs? What a dollar could buy in the
Depression? Song titles? Chain letters? Do | exaggerate?
One abridged example may prove the point:

Up the rising knoll that Jed to Quintland the ears rolled in g steady

stream, year after year: Chevrolets with ““knee action™; Teraplanes

und Hupmebiles: Auburas and Singers; McLaughlin-Buick straight

eights with Tarque Tube his: cars with running boards, cars with

rumble seats, can with the new &ii fenders. cars with **stream-
lining” i word suddenly used to describe everything from ashtrays

to kiddie-ears): Aiiow Chryslers and Airsteam De Sotos. : .

And on and on for one quarter of a page. What isthisin aid
of ? This tells us nothing about the Quints, it sets no scene,
it adds nothing. It istrivial list-making to no other Purpose
than to show off research and to stretch out the text in'a
fashion that panders to nostal%iar%ekers. ;

Furthermore. much as did theadvertising:men and report-
ers of the 1930s. Berton |oves hyperbole, particularly as a
device to lead off a chapter. “No other birth in history,” he
tells us. “has been described in more detail, at greater
length. and with more aceuracy than that of the Dionne
Quintuplets.” Jesus! “No country was hit harder by the De-
pression than the Dominion of Canada.” Except the United
States. “No other children in all history have had a remotelf\{
similar experience.” “The news of l-[yWiII Rogers'] deat
was almost as stunning as that of John Kennedy's a quarter
of acentury later.” Maybe thisisintended to add cosmic
significance to Berton’s writing. but it smply looks silly.

On the other hand, Berton can be sympathetic and mov-
ing when he describes the impact of the Quints birth on
their parents. “What will the neighbours say?’ Mrs.
Dionne said. “They will think we are pigs.” And as Berton
effectively demongtrates, many people did see the Quints as
the living pmof of the revenge of the cradle, the French
Canadian plot to populate the country with fecund franco-
phones. Dionne, he tells us, was followed into public wash-
rooms by men who wanted to see if he had the physical
attributes to go along with his petency, end it is no wonder
that Dionne thought the birth of” the quintuplets was a disas-
ter. Berton is smilarly effective in explaining the ,ohysiolog-
ical facts behind the birth, in exposing the appalling prac-
tices of the Toronto Srar and other newspapers as they
hustled after the story. manipulated it and twisted it, and in
showing how the children developed in their different waﬁ/s
idn thle sterile playground where they were exposed to public

isplay.

Thisis agood story. a genuine melodrama. But it is not
Berton at his best; 1977 will not be avintage year. 0

i<

A National Understanding:
The Official Languages of Canada

This attractive, well-designed report discusses
one of Canada's most important issues. our
official languages. The report reviews the Federal
Government% official languages policy with a view
to helping Canadians befter understand the policy
and its significance for the life of the country.
Preface by the Prime Minister of Canada.
Bilingual. Paperbound. 21.5 cm x 21.5 cm.

156 pp. CP32-28-1977. $2.00

Canada Handbook 1977

This colourful annual handbobk presents a
summary of recent social, eultural and economic
developments in Canada. With lavish colour
photographs and flowing narrative, it provides
students, teachers end Interested Canadians with
an overview of Canadian life and Its recent
progress. Paperbound. 14.5 cm x 22.5 cm.

375 pp. ©S11-203/1 977. $2.95

Available by mail from the Publjshing Centre,
Ottawa K1A 053, through our authorized agents
" oryour local bookseller.

Supply and Services Approvisionnements et Services

Canada Canada

Printing and Publishing lmprimerle et Editlon
The Hon.Jeom-Pieme Goyar Lhon Joar-Pema Goyer
Munistar micusine
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JUST A HINT OF
THE GREAT TITLES

TO COME THIS FALL...

LOCKING OUT FOR #1
by Robert J. Ringer

Leap over life's roadblocks to a better
way of living! From the author of
‘Winning Through Intimidation’ comes
Richard Ringer’'s new book filled with
the humour and wiedom that made his
previous work a record-breaking best
seller. $10.95

FORE ENERGY HOW-TO

A. J. Hand

A tlmely, vital book devoted to the
examination, installation and mainten-
ance of alternative energy-producing
systems. $11.05

THE TRITON ULTIMATUL

Laurence Delaney

A gut-clenching story of suspense that
Involves every major government in
the world. The struggle Is gripping, the
stakes high and the outcome jolting.
$10:95

HOW TO.GET INVITED TO

THE WHITEHIOUSE

James C. Humes

By way of hilarious personal experi-
ence and daring but shrewd advice,
Humes explains how to make your day-

dreams of status and glory come true,

in practical ways. $0.50

ROCKETSHIP
Robert Malone arid J.C. Saurés

The ultimate bobk about rocketships
-a lively, stylish combination of over
250 dazzling pictures and punchy,
informatlve captions chronicling the
wonderful world of space travel.
paper $8.50

STOP TALKING TO YOUR

PLANTS AND LISTEN
Elvin McDonald

Lush, detailed drawlngs accompany
the clever advice on how to doctor
and understand the 50 most popular
house plants. $0.50

paper $5.50
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The Mind of Norman Bethune contains the most
important and revealing wntings by Norman
Bethune himself, presented in a biographical
context, and llustrated with over 100 related
photographs; much of the material, and many of
the pictures, are published here for the first time.

Bethune's distinctive place in modem history is
now, nearly 40 years after his death, fully
acknowledged.

He was a complex, volatile man. His interests
were not only medical and political, but literary and
artistic as well, and are effectively revealed by his
writings. In The Mind of Norman Bethune, the
development of hi character can be seen directly as
can hi passionate and paradoxical nature.

Roderick Stewart is the author of the definitive
blography, Bethune, (1973) as wellas an account
of Bethune's Hfe for younger readers, Norman
Bethune. In pieparing this biography, Mr. Stewart
travelled through Spain, the U.S.A., England and
Mexico, as well as Canada, meeting people who
knew Betbune, and has visited China twice. As the
leading expert on Bethune's life, he has been the
advisor to Parks Canada in researching tbe material
for the restoration of the Bethune home in
Gravenhurst, Ontario, purchased by the
Department of External Affairsin 1973. Born in
Niagara Falls and a graduate of the University of
Western Ontario, Mr. Stewart lives in Markham,
Ontario.

Mr. Stewart will be signing copies of his book at
the Fitzhenry & Whiteside booth, “For the Love
of Books” Festival. at Fiarbourfront, Toronto. on
Saturday, October 1. from 2 to 6 p.m.

176 pages, ‘100 black and white Hlustrations
ISBN: 0-33902-418-9 Sept. (Fitz) cloth $15.95

Fitzhenry & Whiteside

150 Lesmill Road
Don Mills, Ontario M3B 2T5




Dem bones. dem bones

by Douglas Hill

Act of God, by Charles Templeton,
McCldland & Stewart, 320 g es,
812.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7710 854 ?1()]

JUDGING FROM the tone of a recent
profile in The Canadian magazine,
Charles Templeton, regardless of the
success of this latest venture in mass
communications, is already enshrined.
lc:)jy consensus, in the panthéon of Cana-

lan popular culture. Whether he yet
truly deserves mythic stature, or is
simply the beneficiary of superior
book-promotion, one prefers not to
judge. Undoubtedly the Templeton
legend will help sell his novel — Jack
McClelland is reported N envision 10
milllin copies worldwide. Assuming
Act of God ascends to the top of the
best-sdller lists. what will we have
bought for ourselves?

For one thing — and perhaps it's the
only criterion that should count here —
we'll get a provocative thriller with a
solid, swifily moving plot. It centres on
Michael Maloney, the Roman Catholic
Archbishop of New York — aleading
contender, not incidentally, for the
soon-to-be-vacant papacy-and on the
course of action he is compdlled to
follow when an old college classmate, a
reputable but eccentric archaeologi<t,
discovers what he believes are the
bones of Jesus of Nazareth in a burial-

cave near Jerusalem. The Cardinal’s
decisions are Complicated by hil own
enlightened faith — he’s the son of a
careerist Presbyterian minister — and
by his adored orphan niece's engage-
ment N a New York police detective.
The levels of this plot- serious, light,
romantic — are effectively balanced;
the conclusion is tight and surprising,
and though it brutally wraps up the
action of the story, it succeeds in
leaving such matters as guilt- and re-
sponsibility, and the implications of

hrist’s physical mortality, neatly un-
resolved.

Templeton is going aft& a wide
market. Like The Kidnapping Of the
President. the new novel 18 emphatic-
ally, at times self-conscioudly, inter-
nationa in settin% and scope, and
Canada ﬂets only brief mention. But
though the reader is flown to Rome,
Jerusalem, and London, and landed in
New Y ork, the author’s talents tend to
the gazetteer's respect for facts rather
than the novelist’s feel for place. The
streets of Manhattan! especially, seem
atomist’'s-eye view; inside the walls of
the Archbishop’s residence Templeton
is much more relaxed and confident.

Even there, though, the book wants
to teach and preach. The reader is
offered discussions al within the
framework of contemporary Christian

morality, about marriage, sexudlity.

theology, capital punishment. and so

forth. Templeton is obviously hying to
do acareful job of ﬁopul arizetion —
most notably with the central, genera-

tive opposition of flesh (bones) and
spirit — but since nearly al of it is
integral to the development of the plot,

as well as safely liberal in its senti-
ments, his didacticism neither bores
nor offends. Only the suggestion that a
Cardinal could want tokill (for Christ,

of course) may upset the narrowly,
faithful.

Characterization is the book’ s weak
point. Minor figures — the Cardinal’s
Irish housekeeper. a hard-boiled
police-captain, a cynical old Sicilian
Cardinal — dlip instantly into stereo-
typed roles and never escape-them.
Worse, the young detective-laver lacks
any depth or nuance of conception and
thé police routine itself is uncon-
vincing. It reads like TV police com-
edy; it can't convince the reader it ought
to be taken seriously and thusit under-
iines the authenticity of the novel.

Templeton's style does work, how-
ever. | confesstoresisting ik charms at
first-waiting, | suppose, for it to fall
on ik face-but it's really’;mite agile
and competent. Though Temgpleton
does have a habit of over-explaini ng
everything, he's always energetic an
often eloquent. The pmse mfy. not
consistently be flexible enoughfor the
demands that plot, idea, and characters
put upon it, but it carries the story along
with satisfying force. .

Act of God is first-rate entertain-
ment. Templeton is no Joyce, no J. F.
Powers, nor does he pretend to be. In
the contest he has chosen to enter —~—
running against big-money fiction like
Trinity and The Meneychangers -he
deserves to do well. The book has a
%reat deal of intelligence working for it,

oth of the opportunistic sort that
knows what Wllfsell books, and the
higher sort that can handleideas and
controversy without embarrassment or

er-simplification. The novel isn't
perfect, but there™s more authority and-
passion to it-not to mention style —
than Uris, Hailey, Robbins, Rohmer,
eral., could dream of. | don't mean this
just as a back-handed compliment.
Those authors are Charles Templeton's
competition, and he should give them a
race for their money. O

August-September. 1977, Books In Canada1s

N — e A ————


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Charles+Templeton

The Colours of War, by Mait
Cohen, McClédlland & Stewart, 234
pages. SIO cloth (ISBN 0 7710
2175 5)

By SANDRA MARTIN

“READING NOVELS,” Adele Wiser_nan
once said. “requires an act of faith.
Y ou must enter the novelist’s world
willingly. without feat and without
prejudice.” She conceded that one

.. could leave with impunity if, after

50 pages or so, the world proved
uninhabitable. It is a good approach N
any piece of fietion. but one that seems
particularly relevant to Matt Cohen’s.
new novel. The Colours Of War. The
story is about Theodore Beam —a
thirtyish drifter who bears a striking
resemblance to Cohen-and his return
m the parents and the small Ontario
town he left 10 years before. It is a
simple. sometimes eloquent tale of a
man’s search for roots and a place. in
society. However. through a conceit,
best understood by himself, Cohen has
enmeshed his plot in a metaphor of
Gordian complexity that requires not
only trust from his reader but also a
suspension of disbelief.

For Teasons that are never fully
explained. civil war is imminent in
both the United States and Canada —
although the time appears to be the
present. In Vancouver where Beam
lives, doing little more than falling
behind in his rent. there are vague
announcements about food shortages
and labour disputes. These warnings,
coupled with an unwarranted and mali-
cious attack by thepoliceanda birthday
telephone call from his father Jacob,
persuade Theodore to go home for a
visit. Life may be dull in Salem, Ont.,
but at least there is always plenty to eat.
Hebuys a ticket on the first train east
and climbs aboard. It is not an ordinary
train. The passengers are comprised of
panic-stricken hordes fleeingaVancou-
ver that only the day before was
“serene.” ordinary travellers such as
Beam. and armed revolutionaries Jed
by a shadowy figure named Perestrello.
The groups exist cheek by jowl and yet
remain totally oblivious of each other.

It's hard to credit. since the trip takes
about three times as long as usual and
the revoluionaries stop the train severd
times a night to drop off supplies and
arms at designated spots along the
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mute.. Soon after the train Mawes
couver, Beam is seduced by Lise, a
beautiful, naive, enigmatic ravolution-
ary. Theodore falls for her and although
he has no political ideology he joins the
insurrectionists. Asthe train makes its
perilous and slow journey across the
country, Beam grows from a callous,
self-centred boy to a man capable of
love, violence, ‘and commitment. The
revolution hits its apogee in Regina
(where socialism was born in Canada,
as Beam points out) and peters out
somewhere around Lake Superior.
Beam and Lise |eave the train in North
B;g\{, fugitives from a war that never
redly was, and continue by bus to
Salem. There Theodore re-enters the
village life of his childhood, armed
with his new-found maturity.

Since 1969, Cohen has published
five previous novels (Korsoniloff,
Johnny Crackle Sings, Too Bad Gala-
hod, The. Disinherited, Wooden
funters) and one volume of short
stories (Columbus and the Fat Lady).
That's more than most writers produce
in alifetimeandhe’ sonly 35. But while
he is certainly prolific, Cohen has
aways promised more than he has
delivered. The same is true of The
Coloursjcff War. Cohen is a reflective
titer skilled at exploring the intricate
workings of fathers and sons, husbands
and wives. The Colours of War isbest
where Cohen is writing about Beam
and his relationships with Lise and his
parents. Theodore's egroyw ng self-
awareness is developed with warmth
and aPaceptlon. But Cohen’'s world is a
small one, confined mostly to rural
Ontario. He knows nothing about the
larger landscape and he has ruined his

“opg

book by imposing an implausible
civil-war context on what is essentially
astory about a man. hiswoman. and his
parents,

No matter how disappointing, Thc
Colours of War has about it a serise of
promise. One is left with the impres-
sion that neat time Cohen will produce
a truly fine novel. | only wishiit didn’t
take so long and require quite so many
drafts. O

UL IS e

S TR

Virgo
impacta

—A Population of One, Dy CONSance |
Beresford-Howe, Macmillan, 224
[i) es, $10.95 cloth ASBN 0 7705

5 7).

By CHRIS SCOTT

WILHELMINA DOYLE, Ph.D., gap-
toothed lii Chaucer’s Alisoun (here
the resemblance ends: Willy is a vir-
gin), is a mawkish30-year-eld who has
spent the last five years comforting-
mother while father dissipates in the
family’ s Rosedale home. En Turbo m
Montreal and Cartier College for her
first-ever job interview, Willy consid-
ers “The Pioject,” as she callsit, of
taking a man: “At this thought, severa
large, restive birds | seem to have
swallowed recently flap inside me,
disturbing my breakfast and compos-
ure.” Well, yes. The object of these
flutters is a half-dsunk ‘businessman,
George MacKay, who will turn up
later in a Brontésque coincidence.
Willy’s “field’ is the 19th-century
novel, and Constance Beresford-Howe
rllgg S\)/vritten one set In the Montreal of

Like The Book of Eve (Macmillan,
1973), thisis a chatty and discursive
first-person narrative, a one-plot novel
in which everything depends on “The
Project.” it
under the strain of exposition and
characterization, the opening chapters
falling dutifully into place (“ The Pm-
ject,” “The Colleagues,” “Neigh-

ours'’} like the formal dlabs of intro-
ductory materia that they are. Asin the
earlier novel, the voice sometimes
quavers to extraneous musings. God the
comedian, the deterioration of Angli-
can services, abortion, the Generation
Gap, modem female fashion. Willy is
so old-maidish that one wonders at
times who is speaking, where from,
and to whom, Again as in the earlier
novel, A Population of One reveals a
sure sense of place, but Constance
Beresford-Howe seldom uses one
adjective where three will do. And the..
novel is cross-referenced with paren-
thetical asides on character and action,
atechnique that is as subtle as an elbow
in the ribs. Constance Beresford-Howe
has been ill served editorially.

The tide of this novel is solipsistic
and the characters are stereotypes:
Archie Benson-Clarke. the cur-
mudgeonly departmenta chairman
with a heart of gold; Harry Innis and
Molly Pratt, the American “radical”
and his liberated moll (she teaches

The narrative itself creaks
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CanLit and “makes it sound like a
corporation.” which it is); Emma
O'Brien. the fat Chaucerian who, used
to be thin (before marriz}qe); Ruth
Pinsky who teaches remedial English;
Mike Armstrong. the student-as-
plagiarist: and Bill Trueblood, the
anemic and impotent professor with
whom Willy takes up in furtherance of
“The Project.” This is faculty psy-
chology at its most superficial, and the
characters are. in Nietzsche' s phrase,
“copies of actors,” mere ghosts in the
groves of academe. One would like to
believe that thisis the point, but the
editingleaves room for doubt.

Y et. when Harry Innis is thrown into
jail after a student demonstration, and
Molly Pratt. somewhat the worse for
whisky. appeals to Willy for help and
bail money, the scene is adroitly man-
aged. So. too, isthe (%rowing relation-
ship between Willy and Archie
Benson-Clarke, who. at 60, is the same
mental age as the narrator. A pi?/, then,
that his author has to kill him off in the
name of Sentiment and Tragedy.

Her true genius is comedy. For there
are characters in this novel who leap off
the page. alive, absolutely themselves,
and enormously funny. Here's Archie’s
sister from Jamaica,
when asked if thii is her first trip to
Montreal:

—— =l ma-

Mrs. Jessie Tort, »

Oh. no, thissame fourteen visit, be exact,

to Monorail. First time was in ‘19 when

the Prince of Whale wy here. Though

half a mo, wasn't | here in tithe for the flu
picnic? == or was that later, Archie? Yes,
that was the lime Windy my Peke bit the

Trades Missioner. such a sensible doggie,

ke was an awful bore. I don™t keow why

gobber ficials must always be bores, never

matter what country. all dread creatures
capable writing dull books like Hiller's ;

Unkempt, Must be that round ficial fairs

they “haveto tend, dulls their nits or some-

thing. Good brandy.

The sustaining interest to A Popula-
tion of One is mildly prurient: how does
Willy make out? Not at al with Bill
Trueblood, whom she drives down to
Washington, D.C., for a motel tryst
that mistires. In abrilliant variation on
an old set piece, Willy goes contracep-
tive buying. Spermicidal jelly ‘is as
close as she gets to redlizing “The
Praject. ™ o .

A Population of One is literate. ina
received sort of way, certainly different
from tbe usual ladyprose confessional.
[t will sell, if oply because it makes few
demands on‘the reader, and those
demands are speedily sacrificed, like
Archie Benson-Clarke, for the sake of
maudlin returns. Towards the end of
the novel there is some fine writing
about “Canadian” isolation. *Soli-
tudes rargly touch, much leas merge,”
observes Willy Doyle. How true. A
novel less than the sum of its soli-
tudes. U
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Six of the
best. Whack

Six Journeys: A Canadian
Pattern, by Charles Taylor, House of
Anansi, 268 pages. $14.95 cloth (ISBN
0 88784 057 4) and $7.95 paper (ISBN
0 88784 056 &).

"THE WAY AHEAD
FOR CANADA
A Paperback Referendunn

By 1. M. OWEN

THIS FINE BOOK consists ofbio%-aphies
of six Canadians: James Sutherland
Brown, a staff officer in the 1920s
who was the author of the secret De
fence Plan No. 1, for the invasion of the
United States; Bishop William White,
the Anglican missionary who pot to-
gether the most important pan of the
great Chinese collection of the Royal
Ontario Museum; James Houston, the
artist who'brought theart of the Inuit to
the outside world; Herbert Norman, the
diplomal who was a victim of the

American anti-Communist witch-hunt;

Emily Carr, who needs no introdection;
and Scott Symons, who is Scott
Symons.

The most significant thing they all
have in common is that they greatly

- v T - —
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Edited by Robert K. Logan
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IN THE DOMINION, 1882-1976

by R.G.MOYLES

A HISTORY OF THE SAL VATION ARMY

“An innovative movs...a paperback book of essays on
the post-control period.”

*...well worth the price and merits wide circulation.”

Maclesn’s

Canadisn Consumer

Tha baok explores a new way of
providing feadback from everyone
—students, teachars, professionals
—any private citizen—through a
questionnaire that you can fire off

Many people know only of ifs kettles on Christ-
mas strectcorners, The War Cry in taperns, the
Red Skield Appeal, and its comfort to tke down
and out. In The Blood and Fire in Canada,
R.G.Aloyles recounts the exciting and dramatic
history of the Salvation Army frem its invasion
of this country down to the present day. There
were the first ecstatic attempts to convert
communities-actions that often led to hostility,
beatings and even imprisonment. There were
scandals and tragedies which the Army survived.
In short, Moyles describes the Army's evolution
from a drum-thumping organization to a highly
respected social institution.

$15.00 cloth; $5.95 paper
PETER MARTIN ASSOCIATES

directly 10 the Prime Minister's
officel

Among tha contributors ara:

Students of the Thornlea
Secondary School

Tommy Douglas

James Gillies

Arthur Cordell

Loma Marsden

Frangois-Pierre Gingras

Cenadisn Labour Congress

Canadian Federation of
Independent Business

Bruce McLeod

Alvin Toifler

and 12 others.

— =

Lesier and Orpen
Disiribured fn Cancda by Gaga Publishing
164 Commander Bivd. Agincourt, Ont. M153C7
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interest a very good writer named
Charles Taylor. and this is quite enough
to justify their presence together in one
book. However, the subtitle is 4 Cana-
dian Puttern; in hisintroduction Taylor

LT SC LT R )

precursor-hero of latter-day Canadian
nationalism: a sort of Ur-Hartig. God
saveusall. O

and it must

be taken as the subject of the book.
This pattern must be found, oot
the people themselves or in
the events of their lives. but in the
Philosophical system of Charles Tay-
0 mwhich
Anglo-

thought that | find irresistibly comic,
but it does represent something real and
deserves

— Charles Taylor himself
can’'t manage to do so al the time.

Britishness.” .

twang .

adriftig and settingQuebec h e
Gulf.!' I pass over some further resemb-
lances to reach Taylor's principa point
at once: “Each sought fulfillment in the
older values of another civilization."
There' san awkwardness here, because
the older values Sutherland Bmwn
sought were those of the British officer
caste. which of course are basic to the
Canadian spirit. Taylor copes with this:
“In some cases... the ‘adien’ culture
was an authentic Canadian tradition
which had been betrayed by the propo-
nents of modernity, and thus made
unnaturally foreign.” So there we have
it: the thing these six p& sons unani-
mously oppose is modernity. All who
disagree with them are modernists, and
therefore liberals; liberals, and there-
fore technocrats, technocrats, and
therefore continentalists and republi-
cans. No matter that Emily Carr hated
England almost as much as she des-
pised the Englishness of her native
Victoria: at least she had a sentimental
attachment to the monarchy, just like
Scott Symons. | like the story in which
Scott Symons's eyes fill with tears ashe
tells the Queen Mather: “We are still
loyal to your [sic] Crown. Ma’am. We
are your Maesty’s Royd [sic, or did he
say “loya”?] Americans.” He bows,
and the Queen’s eyes. we are told, fill
with tears too. A keen sense of the
ridiculous being essentia for a royal
consort in our time, | choose to believe
that they were tears of laughter. su
pressed with the courtesy and self-
control for which Her Majesty 15
notable,

The author, bless him, is ﬁerfectly
aware of the comic aspects of his cause,
and brings them out with obvious
pleasure. I think | am mostdelighted by
the apotheosis of Sutherland Brown,
the anti-Semitic true-blue colonial and
self-made Englishman, into a
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Mann and
stupornnanmn,
Guy and droll

‘The Retarded Giant, by Bill Mann,
drawings by Aidin, Tundra Books -

(Collins), 96 pages, $2.95 paper (ISBN
095 S’ilg papet (

Thal Far Gredler Bay, by. R
Guy, Breakwater Books, illustrated,
147 pages, $9.95 ~cloth (ISBN
0 919948.14 6). and $4.95 paper
(ISBNO 919948 15 4).

By MORLEY TORGOV

WE musT BE growing up. Our scientists
are making headlines around the world
by condemning apple pie because
laboratory mice have been known to get
sick on it. And the extraordinary mari-
tal comedies reported from the Ottawa
bedrooms of our political leaders have
gossip columnists from Manhattan to
Monaco hanging on every black eye as
if it were as significant in the course of
human events as Sargjevo and Pearl
Harbour. AU Johhny Carson has to say,
in his nightly monologues, is “Mean-
while today in Canada.. ..”* and his
Cdifornia audiences promptly split
their drip-dry sportswear with laughter.
Areweindeed anation of clowns?
According to Bill Mann, a young
American humourist and broadcaster,
weare.- And Mr. Mann should know;
after al, he has lived and worked in
Canadafor al of six years. The Re-
tarded Gianr is desCribed as “his
arting gift of laughter™ to our native
and, written just before he left to take
up residence in LosAngeles earlier this
year, Some gift! This joke book is
based on the premise that Canadians are
truly first-rate when it comes to being
second-rate. Offensive as that propo-
sition is, | might have been willing to
waive my objection if only Mann
hadn’t elected to demonstrate his noint
in such a third-rate manner. His bequest
to usisan inventory of some 500 one-
and two-line putdowns relieved here
and there by the cartoons of Aidin
(Terry Mosher). Disregarding his own
promise in the foreword that we aren’t
oing to find ant/) Newfie jokes
?‘They’ re nothing but warmed-over
Polish jokes anyway,” the author
explains), Mann has filled this shallow
casserole with an assortment of leftover
wisecracks that prove not that he is a
discerning witness to dut national ab-
surdities but rather that he is diligent—
though not too adept -— at reworking

f

the very material he purports to eschew.
Example: “Question: What do the
dates [sic] 1776.1867 and 1967 havein
common? Answer: They're adjoining
moms in the Chateau Frontenae in
Suebe_c City.” Substitute “the Hilton

otel in Warsaw” (delete “the dates’)
and you have one of the earliest Polish
jokes on record.

Lest Mann and his backers brand me
totally humourless, I'll confess that two
or threetimes | snuck into my closet
and laughed out loud. A section en-
titted "lf-Canadians-Had-Named-
The-Movies Department’* pokes some
clever fun at our passion for moderate
language. (for example, Strong Dis-
agreement On The Bounty). And
Aidlin’s drawings show once again
that, Canadian though he is, heis one of
the finest caricaturists alive. Too much
of this book, however, is Sﬁent trying to
convince us that we till haven't even
learned how to make a decent cup of.
coffee. Smug Torontonian that | am, |
choose to regard that viewpoint as a
crock of. . nitrogenous waste.

In the case of That Far Greater Bay,
there’s an underlying assumption to
which | also take exception, namely
that things and ig‘«:ﬂple far removed in
time and space contemporary life
possess an unfailing purity, charm and
smplicity. Nevertheless, this book is
saved from being labelled Romantic
Hogwash (Nostalgia Division) by Ray
Guy’s duntajnted sense of humour
(which has earned for him the 1977
Leacock Medal) and by the very reg-
ionality of his places and characters.
Seldom do we who dwell west of that
“poor bald reck™ (those are Joey
Smallwood’s words, not mine) get an
opportunity to discover that when the
fog lifts there are real human bel n%s
talking and laughing out there under the
sun. | for one always thought that the
province's official’ sound-effect was
two seegulls arguing over a deceased
mackerel.

Mr. G
redly too

's anecdotes — they’'re
etchy to be classed as short

stories-are as unpretentious as Satur-
day night at ‘the local Legion Hall.
Modtly they are remembrances of his
irretrievable outharbour childhood, a
hometown church that no longer
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Cimtaro Fralzus- A Pennsylvania-German
Toll: “Badition in Early Canada
Lichacl 5. Pird .

This is the first thorough study of the charming
ari Of Fraktur, a folk wradition of manuscript illumi-
nation and decoration, as it was practiced in Canada.
Included are over 200 examples of Fraktur art
and studies Of prominentit Fraktur artists
and schools.

134 pages. 94" x 8757 25 colourand 205 blackand white | __
plates. $18.00, cloth, ISBN 919880-08-8. :

Cabinetmalers of the Eastern

Szaboard -4 Study of Early

Canadian Fumiture

et by Charles Poss,

Photosraphs by Richard Vioom
Charles Foss, curator of the Kings

Landing Collection, has compiled

this lavishly illustrated record of the

magnificentLoyalistandpre-Loyalist ey
furniture crafted in the eastern i)

provinces of Canada.

163 pages. 10" x 13" 59 colour and 175 black and white plates.
$29.00, cloth. ISBN 919880-09-6,
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Darset 77
Cape Dorset Annual Graphics Collection 1977

Doarset 77, the third volume in the annual Dorset
Series, presents the entire set of lithographs, prints,
stoneé Cots and engravings produced in Cape Dorset
in 1977 including stunning photographs of the
Arctic by John de Visser.

80 914" x 814" 50 colour and 39 black and white

ales:"510.00, paped ISBN'919880-10-X. '
$12.50, cloth. ISBN 919380-11-8.

ils of the World-A Monograph of
Family Rallidae, S. Dillon Ripley
Tlustrated by J. Fenvick Lansdowne
Rails of the World is amagnificent
wotk of definitive scholarship of
this family of bii 3}/ Dillon S.
Ripley, Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution. The 41 superb colour
plates were painted by Canadian
artist J. Fenwick Lansdowne.
The trade edition is bound in
three-piece linen and buckram.

430 pages. 41 colour and 35 black and white Plates. 17 maps.
10"x 147 $75.00 cloth. ISBN 919880-07-X. Non-returnable.
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M. E Feheley Publishers Limited

" 5 Drumsnab Road, Toronto, Ontario. 416-964-3722
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stunds, a train that no longer runs,
once-splendid country houses and or-
chards that now lie in decay. Y et the
toneis never funereal and, though Mr.
Guy leans rather heavily on clichés
where one would hope for inventive-
ness. he records his 1sland’s confron-
tation with the 20th century with
warmth and wit. Trouble is, these
reflections are mostly of a surface
natere. An informed and widely re-
spected St. John's columnist. Mr. Guy
strikes me as being shrewd enough to
comprehend the peculiar co-existence
of highjinks and disaster, peace and
unrest. public honesty and political
chicanery that are so much a part of life
on his native isle. He owes us another
book about Newfoundland — thii time
with less tender affection and more
bite. | hope he seesfit to discharge his
debt soon.

Meanwhile, today in Canada. .. .0

How Newlies
got the joke

Folklore of Canada. edited by Edith
Fowke. McCléland & Stewart, 349

pages. $10 cloth (ISBN 0 7710
3202 1)

Ring around the moon, edited by
Edith Fowke. McClelland & Stewart,
gggopgg%, $6.95.cloth (ISBN 0 7710

R )

By GLYNIS E. C. BARNES

THE FOLK-LORE Of Canada: the very
theme issues a challenge, for surely no
one person could be qualified to write
adequameIP/ on the multitude of topics
that should be included. Yet hereis a
book that lives up to its name: Edith
Fowke has met the challenge wisely,
consulted the finest authorities on a
wide range of specialized topics, and
resisted the temptation merely to rehash

their works herself. Instead she has
meticulously edited a “sampler,”

bringing together articles and excerpts
from some 50 authors. preserving the
full impact of each writer's views by
allowing him to speak for himself;
while at the same time providing the
editorial material necessary to knit

them all together into one comprehen-

sive work.

The wide scope of the subject, as
well as the bias of the material available
for inclusion. makes the balance and
cohesion she achieves seem the mom
impressive. The work has been divided
by ethnic group rather than geographi-
cal region. and Fowke has endeavoured
to represent fairly the various branches
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of folk-lore studies within each division.
The material selected ranges from ac-
counts by early explorers, mis-
sionaries, and settlers to those of the
specialized anthropologist and folk-
lorist. It includes much previoudy
unpublished work, some of which was
specially compiled for this anthology,
as well as reprinted material from
scarce and out-of-print books or limited
circulation periodicals.

Each section presents aspects of the
folk-lore of one of the four major ethnic
groups of Canada: native peoples,
Canadiens, Anglo-Canadians and the
“Canadian mosaic” of other national
groups. The choice of representative
items must have been immensely
difficult, but the final criterion seems to
have been the inclusion of material not
generally accessible before. For exam-
ple, the seven items that make up the
section **Native Peoples’ discuss rep
resentative [ndian and Inuit cultures
and draw attention to valuable source
material in scarce early works. Also
reprinted are articles from specialist
periodicals. It is interesting to share the
immediacy of Alexander Henry's eyet
witness account in the 1770s of the
Ojibwa “ Shaking Tent”. phenomenon,
and then compare this with the later
observations of the trained an-
thropologist Diimohd Jenness in his
investigations of Ojibwa folk-lore.

French Canadians have long shown
aninterest in their cultura heritage, and
there is awealth of published material

available on their folk-lore. The sécond °

section, “‘Canadiens,” contains nine
items dealing with Acadians and
Franco-Ontarians as well as
Québécois. The emphasis is on oral
tradition, with contes populaires and
légendes thoroughly represented, but
there are also some rather more unusual
subjects discussed, such as Parlour
Games by Maurice Tremblay, and
Foodways (customs connected with
food andv cooking) by Jay A. Anderson.
Folk-lon has only more recently
become a popular subject among,
Anglo-Canadians, and much researcl
remains unpublished. -This therefore
provides a great wealth of material for
the third section, which is by far the
longest with 16 items. Again there is an
emphasis on oral tradition, ‘particularly
fol -sor&%s with a long excerpt from
W. Roy Mackenzi€'s pioneer work The
Quest of the Ballad (1911). Jokes and
anecdotes are more widespread in En-
glish Canadathan the longer folk-tales.
and are here represented by Newfie
Jokes by Gerald Thomas and Riddles
b¥ Elisaboh Greenleef. Various ty
of the folk narrative are also given full
attention, including a fascinating article
on modem developments of the folk-tale
in Urban Tales by Susan Smith.
Thefinal section of five items stres-
ses the ways in which the customs and

traditions of other ethnic groups have
adapted to the Canadian way o life. It
therefore focuses largely on the well-
established and assmilated ethnic
communities ‘(Germans. Ukrainians,
and Jews) rather than on tbe groups
who arrived more recently.

Fowke's introductions place each
item within the context of modem
folk-lore scholarship, showing for ex-
ample, how the very recent phenome-
non of Newfie jokes fits into the old
traditions of blason populaire found in
almost every community. The sources
for each item are meticuloudly listed.
and related materials are also Indiated.
revealing awide range of scholarship.
The extensive bibliography alone
makes the book indispensible to any
student, while the variet?/ and humour
of the many items should capture the
attention of the general reader.

Unfortunately, these last qualities
seem to be conspicuously lacking fmm
Fowke's second collection of
children’s lore,Ring around the moon.
The group of tongue-twisters is a
delight, and the camp-fire songs will be
remembered with nostalgic interet,
but generally the selection seems un-
imaginative and one can hear many of
the songs and rhymes ineluded coming
from the lips of the teacher in the
classroom rather than from the kidsin
the schoolyard. The line-drawingillus-
trations |ack life, and since the book is
printed throughout in sepia, the overall
Impression given is one of a certain
drabness and austerity. O

S]hle- énd
Mamie O’Rourke

The Lady Who Loved New York, by
R. L. Gordon, Fikhenty & Whiteside,
277 pages, $10.95 cloth (ISBN
0 88902 422 N.

By BRUCE STOVEL

LIKE GORDON’s two earlier novels, this
book is old-fashioned, redlistic, end
easy to read, a story with characters
more than a structure with themes. The
story is that of the central character, the
lady of thetitle. And Alice Barrington
Mélville, now 95, remains every mch
the lady. We follow her thoughts as she
reviews a life that began in
19th-century New Y ork, in aworld of
servants and weekly At Homes situated
somewhere below the legendary
Vanderbilts and Whitneys but dis-
tinctly above the Suddenly Rich (the
brawling poor and casteless immigrants
are tucked away in. Brooklyn and other
obscure places).
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The story of Alice's life begins, not
witb her birth and childhood, but at the
moment she becomes a young lady: at
the age of eight, sheis given a private
tutor, no longer allowed to wander into
the kitchen at will, and becomes
“Miss Alice” to,the servants. Prom
this point on, she is unshakeably
dignified, imperious. reserved, high-
minded. and self-assured. She shares
none of the new century’s fascination
with sex: Alice passes over her sexual
awakening in the phrase *‘now that her
young body was rounding out so very
satisfactorily....” The men of her
world comfortably continue tbe family
business or live even more comfortably
on iaherited wealth; the women, nomi-
nally intellectual inferiors «and moral
exemplars, rule the home with a
tough-mindedness Bismarck would
envy. Alice, like her own mother and
her ‘even more formidable mother-in-
law. prides herself most on her strength
of character. She dismisses her own
sensible daughter and her friends as
“girls without even a pinch of pepper.”

Alice's society considers the
materfamifias t0 be *‘the truly superior
person,”” and it is her never-doubted
conviction that she is such a person that
gives the novel its subtle plot. She
marries a moody, weak-willed man for
all thewrong, proud reasons. persona
humiliations slowly and inevitably fol-
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low. The novel reaches an artful climax
when, after her pathetic husband's
death, Alice refuses to read the novel he
has secretly written about her- an act
tbat epitomizes Alice's strength of
character in al its complexity.

Gordon is Canadian (his earlier
novels were set in Canada) and, para-
doxically, this is a very Canadian
novel. Alice Iooks back on her lifefrom
an apartment in Vancouver, her mar-
ried daughter’s home. More than that,
though: If the place where the events
occur is American, the sweep from
late-Victorian to contemporary Is a
distinctively Canadian time scale. Our
most interesting: novels, after all, are
written and read by people who grew up
in a fixed society and now cope with a
fluid one. Also, typically Canadian,
perhaps, is the controlled, unpuzzling
way the story istold. Each section of
the book begins with apage or so of
action in the Vancouver present, fol-
lowed b% the return of Alice's thoughts
to just that point in her career where
they had left off. She and her author
never miss a stitch; the reader can
hardly be surprised by what happens in
the final sentence of her long story. The
style, too, is direct, unaffected, old-
fashioned -often painfully so. But in
Just such terms might a lady whose
great love was acity think of herself. [

Language, truth
andl%otch

A Snort History of Canadian Eng-
lish, by M. H. Scargill, Sono Nii
Press, 63 pages, $4.00 paper (ISBN
0 91946231 6)

By ARAMINTA. WORDSWORTH

SHORTLY AFTER | drrived in Canada, |
fell into conversation with a mémber of
the Toronto literary mafia. The setting
was, inevitably, the roof bar of the Park
Plaza; the subject, less usually, the
word riding. With dim memories of
Bagehot, my companion claimed a
romantic etymology for the word, in-
sisting it was the distance one man
could ride in a day from tbe county
town. With fresher experience of a
lang-and-lit course. | thought it was
derived from the Scandinavian
thriding, Or third, as in the Yorkshire

" administrative districts. And though the

dictionary confirmed this. it surprised
me by producing another, uniquely
Canadian meaning — a parliamentary
constituency.
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Compamy
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Sunday Streetcars and Municipal Reform

in Toronto, 1888-1897

by Christopher -Armstrong and H.V. Nelles
Ilustrated with black and white photographs
A light-hearted, though impeccably scholarly,
excursion through the thickets of chicanery,-
hypocrisy and sanctimony that were typica
of Victorian Toronto.

Big-money interests who owned Toronto's
street railways wanted to run streetcars on
Sundays but the upholders of the public mor-
ality were adamantly opposed. The ensuing
battle led eventualy to a thorough-going
municipal reform and the repeal of Toronto's
blue laws.
$1295 cloth
PETER MARTIN ASSOCIATES
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Riding is only one of the wordsto
have suffered a sea-change in its pass
age across the Atlantic. Scargill pre-
sents several other examples. hurdy-
gurdy, not the familiar barrel-organ but
a dance hostess in the saloons of the
Caribgo: bee. as in quilting; and Scotch
half breed. not a sheep but the child of
an Indian mother and a Scots father.

Scargill's slim volume. can do no

.more than scratch at thé history of
English in Canada, but it illustrates
graphically the most pressing need of
the settlers -finding a word oc phrase
for it. And hi lists follow the pattern of
exploration and settlement of the coun-

Fmm tbe early days of fishing and
trapping come such words as baccalae
(derived fmm the Portuguese for cod)
and Herring Chokers (the name given
to Maritimers, especially New Bruns-
wickers, because of their love of fish),
courenrs-du-bois, portage, and made
beaver. The move westward across tbe
Prairies produced soddy, back forty
and grain elevator. while mining gave
us Rocky Mountain deadshot, alethally
heavy form of pancake, and sour-
dough, a Yukon miner. Hootch, pink
teas {a Manitoba institution, no doubt
short-lived. in which ladies in pink.
aprons entertained gentlemen in pink
ties), and pemmican are other words

f \
GREy Fha ¥ Jelly
with a uniquely Canadian flavour.

But there is a problem. Does aword
become Canadian becauseitisused in
Canada? Obviously not. Origin must be
a‘key factor or else a dragtic shift in
meaning must have occurred, as with
riding. Obviously, translations of
native words, such as sockeye for
suk-kegh or red salmon, are impeccably
Canadian, as is pemmican. But what of
words such as factory, glossed hereas a
trading post, the sense in which it was
also used in India and tbe Far East?
Annoyingly, Seargill ignores theissue.
In spite of such reservations, his

book remains & lively, often witty.

introduction to the subject. It aso
provides tbe information that, thanks to
the great vowel shift, Canadians speak
apurer form of English than tbe English
themselves. Canadian, eh? O

Keep right on
to gl?e, H%ﬁddﬂe
oi the road

Sinc, Betty, and the Morning
Man: The Story of CFRB, by Donald
Jack. Macmillan, 166 pages, $4.95
paper (ISBN O 7705 1516 9).

‘By CHARLES OBERDORF

TO OVERSIMPLIFY, there are artists and
there are businessmen, and craftsmen
fall somewhere between the two. It's
often struck me, though, tbat while
those | call craftsmen — people who
create, but with a market, a price, and
most often a specific purpose in mind
-are supposed to concern themselves
more with commerce, it’s the success-
ful “fine” *artist who's the better
businessman. Anton Kuerti, | would
guess, makes more money than any
piano tuner in Canada and much more
than a man who hand-builds harpsi-
chords, though he's far from the
highest-paid pianist on the continent.

This Fall from QUEENSTON HOUSE

Coming of Agein the ‘40's
JM TWEED Cloth: $10.95
A novel by John Parr
Comic adventures of Jim as he copes with

school, romance, parents and his fantasies.

—in’'the '50s
A ROOM ON THE RIVER Cloth $8.95
Short stories by Garfield Mc Rae
Eleven variations on the theme of isolation.

Willie-John finds friendsamong the ‘outcasts .

-in the ‘60's
OF GLORIOUS LEOS Paper: $2.95
Poems by Bernard Narvey
Forsaking ancestral beliefs, Lenny finds his

new identity in poetic metaphor.

If not available frem your local bookstore,
order direct from:

QUEENSTON HOUSE
102 Queenston Street.,
Winnipeg, Man. R3N OW5
Phone (204) 489-6862
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Fhota by Janet Stone

S0 N . .
THE OTHER

A Self-Portrait
by Kenneth Clark

The sequel to Lord Clark’s first volume of Autobiography,
Asother Part of the Wood. In it, he describes a life of full and
varied activity, from his wartime experiences, his exten-
sive travels, his founding of a Natlonal Open at Covent
Garden, and the setting up of commercial television, tohis
rem&able achievement the Cipilisstior series. The whole
account is given in the easy, astringent and economical
style of which Kenneth Clark isa master.
Aweilable NOVEMBER

HALEF:

$13.95

>He
HHEE LONCMAN CANADA LIMITED
E{B]El 55 Barber Greene Road, DON MIiks, Ontario M3C 2A1

22 Books in Canada, August-September. 1977

e


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Donald+MacMillan

LA A S U N e Ul

There must be at least a dozen pﬁinters
in Toronto who net more per year then
the most expensive custom framer.

All this is a roundabout way of
saying that | was alittle surprised to
find novelist Donald Jack (an artist)
writing the corporate biography of
radio station CFRB (a very successful
business); but that onsecond thought he
was probably more appropriate for the
task than one of the corps of freelance
journalists who usually take on jobs
like this. Or, in the words of a fellow
journalist who frequently documents

ainters and their work: “IT you went to
now about money, ask an artist.”

Jack’s 166-page book (more a-New
Yorker-style profile than a thorough-
c};]oi ng history) adds weight to this
thesis. Jack makes appropriately damn-
ing comments on CFRB’s program
content: **...popular tunes whose
whining lyrics and sugary arrange-
ments symbolize the debasement of
public taste since the twenties and
thirties.’* “ The kind of music that CTL
[Canadian Talent Library, CFRB’s re-
cording company] produces can be
judged from the fact that when Lyman
Potts persuaded Air Canada to drop its
in-plane Muzak and use hi CTL al-
bums. none of the passengers noticed
the difference.” *'... homogenized
musical pap with heapings of sugar. a
middle-of-the-road sound requiring no
exercise of concentration or effort of
the imagination. The recorded music
did not ask to be listened to; merely to
be felt as a vibration, a harmonic to the
buzz of the telephone, thewhine of the
vacuum cleaner, or the rush of the auto
tire.” Healso recounts Andrew Allen’s
brief, unhappy tenure a ‘RB before his
move to adistinguished career on CBC.
Still, the freelance journalist would
have given us, I'm sure. a fuller taste of
the treacle — a typica playlist, the
number of Denny Vaughan cuts played
in one day. But that's not what interests
Donald lack.

What does interest him enormously
is the part of CFRB we can't hear while
driving or vacuuming — the money.
And he tells about that in delicious
detail. About Joseph Atkinson, then
cwner Of the Toronto Star, and Mac-
kenzie King putting one over on J. A.
“Bud” McDougald and E. P. “Eddie’
Taylor. then senior shareholders in
‘RB, while McDougald and Taylor
thought they were putting the **sting™
on Atkinson. Of the selling of inter-
views and of Harry Sedgwick, who
took a 70 per cent pay cut to join the
station as president in the early 1930s
for $3,000 per year plus 10 per cent of
the profits before taxes. _

“ Bu't. there aren't any profits,

“Well. that'll bemy business.”

Sedgwick never drew more than
$3.000 in salary, but in the end he was

gweglki ng $150,000 with his 10-per-cent

Donald Jack loves to tell stories lie
that. He tells them better than any of his
Sine, about
They're ]
And, after all, if we really want to know
Sinc,t .

— i n T 0 r OanywayO—
can catch them between the globs
of treacle. O

The cabinet of

Dr. Colombo and
other features

\

Robert

Colombo, Hounslow Press, 126 pages,
52.95 (ISBN 0 88882014 3).

Caaia s Monsas, by bety Sam
ders Gamer, Potlatch Publications,
illustrated. 95 pages, $4.95 pape

(ISBN 0 919676 06 5). |
Douglas, | |ustrated, 135’3 pages’$4'.95'

paper (ISBN 0 88894 108 0).

By ANDREA GALLAGHER

IN HIS NEw bbok of found poems, John
Colombo has boldly gone where no
poet has gone before. Mostly Monsters
Is mostly a collection of poems found
by this poet-gatherer in such diverse
places as gothic thrillers, radio plays,
comic books, monster movies, Ripley,
and popular science fiction. Each poem
features a monster of some sort, and
there are many sorts here ranging from

“She-Who-Must-Be-Obeyed” and .

**Ming the Merciless’ through to “The
glyil;g Dutchman” and “The Man of
teel™

There are superheroes and their more
redistic relatives, the supersleuths,
modem folk-heroes who represent the
realms of myth and romance; there are
monsters’ and madmen who manifest
what Northrop Frye calls “the world of
the nightmare and the scapegoat, of
bondage and pain and confusion” —

the tragic and ironic. Wefind here no .

visitors from the Greco-Roman pan-
theon, no Grendel, but rather their
“popular” 20th-century counterparts.
And the popular imagination bodies
forth its own forms of things unknown
and turns them to shapes that mirror the
archetypal patterns. So Athena surfaces
in Americain 1942 as Wonder Woman;
Mercury becomes The Flash, and Ex-

“calibur the Buck Rogers disintegrator

pistol.

Found poems are unintended poems:
they are accidents and thereforealways
ironic, often naive, and amusing. They

are, in effect, folk literature-comic,

rotesque, end primitive reflections of
the concerns of deliberate artistic ex-
pression. They express tbe myths that
shape the popular imagination, the
incarnations of the fears, anxieties, and
aspirations that attend the human condi-
tion: the fear of death, of evil, of the
unknown, and of chaos; the wish for
justice and immortality; the aspiration
to superhuman power or godhead.

The last section of the book,
“Epithets,” is a clever juxtaposition of
one-liners extending for eight pages,
the result of which is a tuly fine
choric poem. Thereis a collectivevoice
in this litany. the voice of al the
mowers, villains and heroes just met.
The book culminates in a kind of
chaotic danse macabre, a carnival of
seductive and fanciful notions.

Canada’'s Monsters islight, enter-
taining, and informative. Mrs. Garner
is a confirmed monster-lover and takes
obvious relish in her subject. She
discusses sea-serpents of the East and
West coasts, various Canadian lake
monsters that appear in legend and rock

drawings, and, of course, British.

Columbia's elusive giant, the Sas-
quatch. The book is enriched with
imaginative full-colour cartoons-of
water-beasts, dragons, and apemen by
James Simpkins and JohnMcLeod and
charming initials by L aura Piotrowski.
Old maps and woodcuts show monsters
perhaps more strange than true as they
were iImagined by esrly explorers and
stlers.

There is a sizeable bibli ograpg)é for
those who want to read more about
monsters, real and imagined, and for
the reader who becomes a menster-
watcher. a page on which to keep a
personal sighting record.

Lake Okanagan in the interior of
British Columbiais reputed to house a
legendary monster whose name is
Ogopogo. Believers claim to have seen
amany-humped, [ong-necked dragon;
skeptics explain it as an optical illusion

* created by, wind and water. Mary
Moon's bogk on the subject, Ogopoge, .

consists of page after page of eye-
witness accounts of Ogopogo sight-
ings, the cumulative effect of which is
tedium. The accounts all sound the
same. Severa |etters giving the opin-
ions of scientific authorities are re-
printedverbatim.

. Thereis agood chapter that offers
some theories as to what Ogopogo
might be. But it too is laden with
eye-witness testimonials, dismissive of
any rational explanation. This chapter
contains some excellent illustrations by
Martin Springett of naturally occurring
“monsters’ -Oafish, Manatee, Sea
Lion. The book claims to build up
evidence that “will daunt the most
iconoclastic seeptic.* This Sceptic re-
mains undaunted. O
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Two reporters,
one cominentator

Extra Innings. by Raymond Sous+
ter, Oberon Press. 176 pages, $1 1 .93
cloth {ISBN 0 88750 217 2) and S4.95

3

The Greenlanders® Sags. by
George Johnston. Oheron Press. 48
pages, $7.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88750
(203 2},

Indian Summer, by R. G. Everson,
Oberon Press. 95 pages, $7.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 88750 189 3).

By C. H. GERVAIS

REMEMBERING Acomment somewhere
that Raymond Souster is a “poet of
content” suddenly makes me realize
that essentially he is the Deprassion-
style journalist who bangs .out stories
with hard-boiled disgust, dedication,
and joy. He packs them with informa-
tion, data, and colour. His latest, Extra
Dinings, Sreally just what it suggests
— a continuation of his other work, an
unfinicshed game he has been playing
since he became a poet.

The lines are histories (or score
sheets?) of his time and people. The
scenes are of the street — newsy.
eventful, coiotnfid. and the people
might have stepped out of a Brueghel
painting. The view is at eye level. of
standing across the street and gazing
into the lives of others. And like the
journalist {or poet) Souster combines
the eyes of the 1930s street painter,
photographer. philosopher. and his-
torian. City life bums his eyes. His
words sing on the page. The feeling of
the work is like that of the dark, moody
Brassai photographs of Parisian
street-walkers and French dance halls
during the hey-day of Henry Miller and
Tropic af Cancer. A lot of Souster’s
work is like this-dipping into activity
and exchange in the hive of gossip and
the unseemly. ribald, earthy. and

chatty world of strangers and charac- .

ters.

There are also verse letters (“To A
Cointemporary.™ “The Whole Stupid
Guame'")_that. reflect the directness. and
personality, of old newspaper columns.
As | say. Exfra Innings is a continua-
tion of Souster's approach to his times.
It conjures up the nostalgia of the
streets. The “Ford Hotel” poem. the
lunch counters. the paddy wagons, the
elections = all places and events
bringing back a view of how things
were and still are. Souster. probably the
best city poet in this country, ignores
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the touted-about language lessons and
fixes his attention on the world im-
mediately before him. Extra Innings is
an immensely enjoyable book ~ di-
verse, honest, simple.

The Greenlanders' Saga by George
Johnston is vastly different in style, but
shares a similar inclination to report.
Johnston’s tale, in translation from
Icelandic, is from the text in Olafur
Halldorsson’s new edition of
Graenlandinga Saga, published in
Reykjavik in Graenlands annual in
1975. The story originates fmm The
Great Saga of Olaf Tnagg\'ason as it
was copied at the end of the 14th
century into Flateyjarbék, or The Flat
Island Book.a book, as Johnston ex-
plains in hi preface. considered to be
one of the “most famous and beautiful
... and largest of the Norse manuscript
treasures.” Itis a compilation- of the
sagas of Olaf Tryggvason and Olaf the
Saint.

The story, of course, is one’ all
elementary schoolchildren (at least in
my day) learned-the one of Leif the

Lucky and Eirik the Red. It is a tale of

voyages to the New World which
included actually Baffin Island, Lab-
rador, and Newfoundland, which Leif,
Eiiksson called Flatstone Land. Forest
Land, and Vineland. The tale doesn’t
end with Leif, however. but includes
subsequent voyages and attempts toward
settlement, including one by his brother
Thorvald, who was killed by'the inhabit-
ants in Vineland.

It's hard to tell whether the transla-.
tionis good. since I have no concept of
the difficulty of reading Icelandic; but
the stories are eventful, short, and
colourful. If | can believe Johnston., he
has indeed captured the plain, sersous
style of the author.

Ron Everson’s style is obviously
quite different. The opening of Indian
Summer sets the tone of this poet. He is
someone not at all comfortable in the
world in which he lives. He is intoler-
ant, bitter, uneasy, sultry, and cutting
in his criticism. *““Toshogu Shrine.” for
example, takes a dim view of the
benéfits of “free enterprise.” It relates
an encounter with a Japanese monk,
who said:

i

+ < CORURNNISM
and frec enterprise appeared
the same thing ro him

both being western
rank matertalism
fo his mystie mind,

Bverson is probably best suited to
this Kind of poem, since his one-linen
are so direct and stinging that they
simplify his sociological and political
assessments. In the poem “Kwangbok
Dong Street”, For example, he starts
out with, the romantic image of g,

Korean girl atop a bicycle being driven

by a boyfriend. The next stanza com-
ments on their joy, saying all “young

nT Ermlm e e e ®

Korean females not being ridden carry
babies in bright-coloured quilts slung
hunchback above their buttocks.” It is
the last stanza that turns the beautiful
image into statement:

M the cold the babies’ heads are covered by
the blankeis, but the babies do not smother
The babies are smothering this world.

Indian Summer is a difficult book to
read since nearly every poem is charged
with the same intense commentary. To
me, it's similar to journalism but much
tougher, realistic, and effective. The
reason being that the lyrical quality to
the lines leads you into the ending. It
manipulates and twists the emotions
until the statement emerges. O

The importance
of being
early
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New Provinces: Poems of Several
Authors, introduction by Michael
Gnarowski, U of T Press, 114 pages.
$12.50 cloth (ISBN 0 803033464) and
$4.95 paper (ISBN 0 8020 6299 7).

By DAVID McFADDEN

JUDGING FROM A.J.M. Smith’s greface
to the legendary New Provinces, a
preface that was rejected when the book
was published in 1936 but which is
included in this reprint, the poets
included considered themselves sup
remely avant-garde, messianic. The
whole tone of this amazing preface
seems to belie Michael Gnarowski’s
claim that New Provinces was an
“entirely unpretentious anthology.*”
Smith, already in his early 30s, an-
nounces the publication of this anthol-
ogy willserve a death sentence on the

Ipoet who is not “vitally concerned with *

real experience .. the half-baked,
hyper-sensitive. poorly adjusted, and
frequently neurotic individual that no
one in his senses would trust to drive a
car or light a furnace..” Of course this
preface was rejected in favour of a
milder one by F. R. Scott. and so in a
sense Michael Gnarowski is right, the
book did seem much less pretentious
than if the preface had stayed. If I'm
right in thinking the five poets included
did feel supremely avant-garde, mes-
sianic, and Smith’s preface was rejected
because they didn’t want anyone to
know they felt that way, then it's an
interesting story and says a lot about
Canada in the 1930s, and perhaps even
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THE
BIGGEST
AND BEST
REAID
YOU'LLILL
GET THIS
EAILILL

Not since

THE FRENCIH
LIEUTENANT’S
WOMAN ’
has John Fowles
produced

such a novel.

$13.95
at your bookstore

- COLLINS PUBLISHERS
100 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ontario M3B 2T5
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1400 The City of Vancouver.
Barry Broadfoot and Rudy
Kovack. Five photographers
and a best-selling author in-
terpret the city. 160 photos—
119 in colour. $29.95.

1399 Mar Braithwaite's On-
tario. From y{irkland Lake to
Niagara Falls, from Loyalist
refugees to Toronto restaur-
ateurs, a loving portrait of
Ontario’s ten regions. lllus-
trated. ST70.00.

1208 The Bush Garden. Nor-
throp Frye. Provocative essays
on Canadian art and literature.
83.95. AND Survival Margaret
Atwood. A critical analysis of
prominent themes in Cana-
dian literature. $3.98. Count
asone choice.

1336 The Boyd Gang. Mar-
jorie Lamb and Barry Pearson.
For the first time, the ¢com-
plete story of Canada’'s mast
famous bank robbers whose
exploits fascinated Canadians
in 1960. Action-packed and
heavily illustrated. $72.00

b {I!!ll'l:
i

1304 Grandma Preferred
Steak. Gregory Clark. An an-
tertaining collection of Clark’s
best pieces written for The
Packsack, a special feature that
ran for 14 years in most Can-
adian newspapers. $7.95.

1188 North By 2000. H.A.

Hargreaves. A first-aver col-

lsction of Canadian science
fiction by a writer who empha-
sizes the human side of man’s
future condition. $8.95

1009 Bear. Marian Engel.
JFascinating and profound,

this novel speaksof a woman'’s’

mange journey toward a sense
of communion with all living
creatures.” Margaret Laurence.
$7.95.

1301 The Leacock Medal
Treasury. Selgeted by Ralph
L. Curry. Three decades of the
best of Canadian humour.
$7 1.95.
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Save up to $55.00

Right Now

1293 Woman of Labrador.
Elizabeth Goudie recalls her
life as a trapper’s wife. The
Vancouver Sun says, “this is
great literature, quite possibly
the best Canada has produced
yet.” lllustrated. $10.00

1270 A Very Double Life. C.
P. Stacey. A revealing portrait
of Mackenzie King’s some-
‘times bizarre and irrational
private life. $10.95.

1180 Not In Vain, Photos by
Ken Bell; text by C.P. Stacey.
Bell's magnificently-repro-
duced photographs show the
Canadian battlefields of West-
ern Europe as they were in
WWII and as they look today.
$9.95.

1302 Crafts Canada, The Use-
ful Arts. Una Abrahamson. A
beautifully illustrated book
displaying Canada’s rich craft
heritage. $79.95

in the Readers’ Club of (Calmldlav

1306 Margo Oliver'sWeekend

Magazine Menu Cookbook.An

easy-touse cookbook with
recipes and menus for every
season and occasion. $8.95.

1417 A Question of Privilege.
Carolyn Gotsage’s fascinating,
often’ funny inside story of
Canada’'s prestigious private
schools. Many photos. $75,00.

1292 Woman in the Canadian
Mosaic. Ed. by Gwen Mathe-
son. Eighteen challenging as-
says by and about Canadian
Wwomen, Rosemary Brown,
Margaret Atwood, Grace Hart-
man, Kay Macpherson, four-
teen others. $1200

1338 Heart of a Stranger.
Margaret Laurence’s collected
personal assays sparkle with
all the insight, wit and human-
ity that have made her one of
Canada’'s most distinguished
and best loved noveljsts. $8.95
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send you—absolutely freal—a
bnund copy of Retd &mdhn, elﬁ?ed
by Robert Fylfard, David ch frey

and Abraham Rotstein. |n thh best-
selllgogwde tc books by Canadians
Ut Candda, twenty-nme ex| ert

1337 The Seventh Hexagram.

1002. Alligator Pie Dennis
lan McLachlan. The stunning

Lee. A read-aloud children’s

book full of poems, chants
and skipping songs. $6.95.

1335 The Past and Future
Land. Martin O'Malley. A vivid
and moving aecount Of the
Berger Inquiry’s northern com-
munity hearings. Dene and
Inuit sgeak in their own words
about their land and their
lives. $15.00

new novel of mystery, adven-
ture end politics in the seamy
underworld of Hong Kong.
$9.95

1309 Lady Oracle. Margaret
Atwood's new bestseller. A
comic tour-de-force in which
a writer of gothic novels tries
to escape from her life and
lovers. $10.00.

Save monee/ IROW with a no-strings-attached

triadl membershi

anada's own hook club. The books on

this page are typlcal of the offering of the only Canadian
book club. And you can have any three of them for just
£4.95 with your trid membership.

The Readers Club is owned and operated by Canadians
to serve the distinctive requirements of thoughtful Cana
dian readers. Now, with the help of the Secretary of State
and the Canada Council, the Club js able to enroll additional

members.

The Club offers you the carefully-chosen best of the
new and important Canadian books. There is no member-

chip fee, and no minimum purchase requirement —
as few or as many books as you please.
. and nothing to lose ..

Lots to gain ..
introductory books todaty|

— you buy

. choose your

contributors introduce yon
but baoks written 'on Canadmn HIS—
Q/ Beonomics and Politics, Society.
an a}.ﬁemg!’r; and ﬂ'ln_e fArtlL gtend
nadion— ages of fascinati
Information ang ogpe;:mn-costs $2. 9g
‘in the bookstores.
. 1t%s yours gbsolutely free as an
Extra Bonusif you join the Readers
Club right now. Rul available quanti-
ties of Read Canadian are [Imited, so
act today.

'The Readers Club of Canada

i 35 Britain Street, Toronto, Ontario M5SA 1R7
- Enroll Me in the Readers‘ Club and rend me the thnc books ] have!

: Intficated by number in the boxes below. | enclose $4.95 (cheque
! or m.o.) as é@/ment in full for my introductory choices. Send Mc |
1 Canadian Reader each month,

scribing forthcoming Selections !
'and other |MPOrtant new Canadian boolgis [T T wish™to receive a;
-Selecuon, | need do nothing. Otherwise | will give you my mstruo--
' fions on a form which §s always prowded. | ean buy as few Or as.
' manE books through the Clu lease. | will benefit from the !
' ‘Cr!]m S Bonus Plan. 1w1!.]lc be otrgerécll brequent tsaw ngsl on my pur-.

esign from the Club at any time without penalty. !
.MY INTRODUC%RY SELECTIONS: e
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in the 1970s in these post-Layton times.
The country did need this ‘anthology,
nndiftheseflvepoets hadn’t come along
they would have had to be invented and
maybe they were. who knows? Maybe
Robert Finch, Leo Kennedy, A. M.
Klein, E. J. Pratt, F. R. Scott and
A. J. M. Smith were al noms de plume
of Bzra Pound. =

Although the historical importance of
New Provinces can be acknowledged
without hesitation, it seems absolutely
incredible howlittleofthe writing could
Possby have any meaning to anyone
oday, especiadly when so many péople
continue to rediscover and derive_ pleas-
ure from the almost parallel Group Of
Seven. The book didn’t sdll at al and
probably served as an artifact to a
generation of |ater poets who used it to
discover what they didn’t have to bother
attempting. _

There is one fine anti-war poem
(**Textofthe Oath’*}by E. J. Pratt, who
was considered the old fogey of the
group. and who ironically later wrote
“Dunkirk™ in a glorious fit of militaris-
tic passon. And there are a couple of
good — and lasting, perhaps even
Imeless — political pieces by F.R.
Scott. A.M. Klein's passion sounds
pretty naive and over-dramatic to_oar
cars. but it's Still passion and it reminds
one that Dylan Thomas as a child could
have been reading Klein. Tbe whole
book reminds one that Canada was once
— and perhaps till isin away — a
country where people thought trees
looked” like “enormous brooms_stuck
handle down in snow” (from Robert
Finch's “Window-Piece’) and felt
compelled to tell others. Thank God we
don’t have to go through that again.

Nevertheless. it's wonderful to have
the book back in print, thanks tothe Uof
T Press Literature of Canada/Poetry
and Prose in Reprint series, under the

eneral editorship of Douglas Loch-
ead. Poetry doesn't have to be gepd t0
be important, and this book deserves a
zrl]]uch Elloser look than | can give it
ere.

-Eros wins but

Mercury loses

Callsigns, by Robin Skelton, Sono
Nis Press, 94 Ea%es cloth urgorlced
(ISBN 0 919462 0 6% and $4.95 paper
(ISBN 0 919462 02 2).

Because of Love, by Robin Skelton,
McClelland & Stewart, 96 pages,

$4.95 paper (ISBN 0 7710 8189 8).
By DON COLES

VERY INTERESTING conjunction, these
latest two of Robii Skelton's collec-
tions of poems, gettin% on now towards
30inal. That'salot Of poetry to tap out
toward the world, a lot of messages or
“calsigns.” to use his own ferm;
admogt certainly too many, too much.
Though maybe, as with lovemaking,
it's a matterofkeeping the flow moving
S0 that the richer passages. when they
come, will find the conduits easy and
open. That's a hint at what's ahead, and
the analogy is not accidental.

What's so interesting here is that in
one of these collections, Catlsigns, a
30-book and H-year-old poet has set
himself the task of recording, as he

s. *‘thé texture of living, the
episodic disconnected way in which
life goes on, troubled by m es it
recelves, troubled by m es It at-
tempts to send”; and that the other
book seemsto be, by virtue of its art and

unobtrusive craft, a near-direct trans-

cription of & love-encounter between an
older man and a young girl.

The odds, you would think, would
have to be long on the former, short on
the latter: the retrospective and mature
gleanings of lifewisdom winning OUL,
surely, over that perilous venture into

mingled climates, May-September
triteness,
Which only goes to show..
Skelton's **callsians™ are indeed
episodic, but in my view self-
m_dulgentl’y S0, an insufficiently self-
critica gathering of memories and

journeys and readi ngs and journal-
jottings, lit occasionally

( with reflec-
tions (both senses of that word) fmm
and upon scenes of red illumination,
beauty, learning, sadness-but finaly
not doing it, not getting through, the
coded calls reaching us as thoug from
no identifighle, serious human source;

* and sinee thii is art and not raw life, it's

NO defence, | must feel, to argue that
this is the point, that all our “calls’ and
“signs’ are random, ofvarying clarity
and depth. and ympredictable in value.
In quality.

However. Because of_ Love beats al
those odds; takes no note oOf peril or
triumphs. ) )

_ Desire, sensudlity, the transiency of
life and beauty; the tristezza, the sad
animal; Yeats comes to mmzfiawelcome
apparition:
my love were In nty arms
gfnth’Tlhe night werzj;ang

what reason would I have to wrench
the silence inzo song?

Because of | ove moves easly and
convinci ngI%/_ from erotic free-verse de
tail to the highly erafted rhythms of
elegy, of prayer, and of. the pOet tells us
inaprefaiory note, early Welsh forms,
including ‘an gﬁilogue based On a
14th-century Welsh poem (““Stanzas of
Hearing”). It survives a chancy pro-
logue tO take the reader into one of the
most consciously vulnerable and
lucidly observed accounts of erotic love
that | have runinto in aong time: rifted
with, aternately, vibrancy and joy, loss
andlonging; but above all, unarguably,
honest, — troth-witnessing.

The book builds, iS cumulative in
design and purpose, one-Story one-
love,"which means that quotation may
distort or mislead. But here, to give you
a sense of its core-continuum, its

We publish

more than 300 plays by Canadian playwrights

including

Hrunt Alianak, Carol Bolt. Thomas Cone. Michael Cook,

Larry Fineberg, Ken Gass, Tom Hex?
John Palmer. Sharon Pollock. Bryan Wa

'y Betty Lambersi,
e, George Woodcock

© WRITE FOR OUR NEW CATALOGUE — 8 YORK STREET, TORONTO M5J1R2 o©

PDLAYWRIGHTS COOD
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ground-music, that old. unweakening,

ever-resilient loroblem of experience
and foreknowledge helpless, or near-
helpless. in the direct presence of Eros.
ispage 69 in full.

AN winter 1

have hd that room
insidve my head,

the gas fire’s kiss,
the ragged reg,

the ruked girl,

and cvery night
renirned to ihis

porpetuel guestion:
H"iﬂ itbe ¢

the same, the fire,

the rug be there?

And she. her whitg slip
strugeled off

ahwve her dark head,
thci her bare

warn body in

between the sheels?

Cun wo rooms ever

be the sanie — .
that one remembered
long and fost, .
and this I walk te
through the rain? ,
Who said all our love-lyrics are uttered
by the time we are 25 years old?
Disproved before now, but seldom, I
think, more conclusively. O

T s e i i ——

Time to hit
the books again

By RON WALDIE

SINCE QUR major supplement on educa-
tional books last March, many pub-
lishers have-leased new and interest-
ing materials for the country’ s class-
rooms. This brief checklist is designed
to note some of these new books. -
Since literacy is a continuing con-
cern, perhaps one of the more Impor-
tant releases is English Skills Program
1, 2 and -3, edited by Emma Plation

] (Gage Educational Publishing, $4.45

each), a comprehensive program in
English-language skills for Grades 7,
8,and 9. series of core texts, teach-
et manuals, and student workbooks has
been designed to meet the changing
trends in English-grammar instruction.
They were carefully tpr ared, with
major segments beingfield-tested. The
stress of the series is to build better
gkills in written communication.

I am surprised, however, that the
basic building blocks of these skills—
parts of speech, sentence structure,
sentence types, and punctuation -are
tucked into the last section of each text.

o i a e+ i s e i o

The section, when it finaly appears, is
quite complete, though rigorously tradi-
, tional in approach. | am sore that most
teachers using the program will find
themselves having to start with this
section and work backward. It is the
emphasis of this placement that bothers
me. Boring or not, the basics of Bngliih
grammar cannot be shuffled out of the
way. This series, unfortunately, tends
to give the impression that they are
supplementd to writing skills rather
than being the basis of them. _

Otherwise., the texts have interesting
: ljalphics and the sections on writing

ills provide useful and solid advice on
organization, style, and format. Given
that the basic building blocks of written
language skills are mastered, the pro-
gram will provide junior secondary
students with a solid backing in using
written English to their advantage.

For further reference:

ENGLISH

Dreams and Challenges, by Madeleine Rams-
den. Macmillan. 53.95. Designed to teach
poetry writing to junior high-school siudents,
this book uses a highly structured approach to
creative-wriling exercises. Teacher's band-
book also available. *

Learning Language, edited by Philip Penner
and Ruth McConnell. Macmillan, §8.95. This
texl covers core-curriculum requirements In
compositjon and grammar for Grade 9. It
combiner an overview of the history of the
language with modem linguistic approaches.

Strategles for Effective Reading A. B, & C,
edited by Elizabeth Thomand Willias +@gan,
Gage Educational Publishing. $5.60 . A

$1.95

THE GOAT. AND THE TIGER by Derek C. Askey

SUPERB SUSPENSE....CALCULATED TERROR!

WHO IS THE TIGER?

A man, his twisted mind obsessed with one
mad goal. In every terrible way heisgoing *
to destroy Dr. Allan and his loved ones.

from PaperJacks Ltd .’

e, mE v | gemems
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wyatch for .. .
~ANADIAN CHILDREN’S
ANNUAL 1978

cover by Ken Danby!
yapsr - $4.95 cloth - $6._95

- i

SANADA’S MONSTERS
paper ~ $4.95

firm favourites...

~ANADIAN CHILDREN’S
ANNUAL 1977

cover by Toller Cranston
xaper - $4.95 cloth - $8.9¢
DAVID, WE'RE

PREGNANT!
101 cartoons by Lynn

Franks - $2.95
‘WHEN’S THE LAST
TIME YOU CLEANED

YOUR NAVEL?
101 cartoons by James

series of three reading texts for Grades 7, 8,
and’ 9. this series demonstrates many useful
critical techniques for reading a variety of
materials ranging from lytle poetry to algebra
problems.

MATHEMATICS

Math Is /3, by Frank Ebos and Bob Tuck.
Thomas Nelson and Sons. This is the third in a
series Of Canadian metric mathematics lexts
designed to introduce students to the new
concepls in mathematics.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Countdown Canada: A Geography for Chang-
ing Times, by Ben Vass, George Sled, and
Ray Alderice, Macmillan, This text brings a
conceptual approach to traditional geographic
praoblems. The content, designed for Grades
9, 10, or 11, stresses student participation in
current Caniuliun issues.

Gaining Power $3.303 and Emisin% Power
33.93). by John Miller and Donald Hurst.

ngman Canada. These lexis ide a
detailed analysis Of the Canadia pelitical
system and the power processes vithi’ that
system by means.of case studies, documents.
and simulation. For Grades 9to 11.

Geology and the New Glabal Tectonics, by
J. R. Tanes, Macmillan. $12.95. An intro-
duction to physical and historical geology,
this text provides a comprehensive survey of
Cenadian geology for semior high-school
students.

Forming a Nation: The Story of Canada and
Canadians, Book I, by Roderick Stewart and

Nﬂr M cLeag, Gage Educational Publishing,

andsomely designed, lavishly illustrated
study of human exrﬁerience 1N the Canagian
ﬁf‘s‘?&' the beok 2l MSto introduce Canadian

Iy as of an oa-goi cess. For
e:(gh s%ar:;ols. n] Boing pro

junior

Wars and
tumours of wars

Brolten Promises: A History of
onscription in Canada, by J.L.
ranatstein and J. M. Hitsman, Oxford
University Press, 281 gag%, $6.95
aper (ISBN 0 19 540258).

By JOHN DeMARCO

Simpkins - $2.95

GENERALS DIE IN BED
fiction by Charles Yale
Harrison - $1.95

ORDER NOW!

Belford Book
Distributing Co. Ltd.,
78 Broadview Ave.,
Toronto, Ont M4M 2E6

o1 ATCH

One Duk Steet
Hamilton, Ont. L8P 1W9
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ACADEMIC ANALYSTS tell us that the
essential purpose of& nation’s external
policy is to preserve the state from
destruction by foreign adversaries. It is
certainly ironic. and somewhat tragic,
that in Canada ourown external policies
have come fat closer to destroying the
country than has any threat from a
foreign foe.

Granatstein and Hitsman have pro-
vided us with a chronicle of that issuein
our external policy — conscription —
which has been the bane of so many
Canadian politicians and so destructive
to the building of the Canadian nation.
Their book is a fine addition to the
literature on a topic where much ink has
already been spent. It is a thoroughly
researched volume that utilizes an ex-
tensive array of primary source mater-
ial, yet it I1s not overburdened with
detail. Their attempt to present a study

e ek il

of conscription from the French regime
throngh to the unification debate of the
1960s,does r e v. e a | a

ness. It is not conscription per se but
the conscription crises of the two world

terson the period beforethe First World
War, the inter-war years, and the Cold
War seem weak and somewhat out of

place tmahtt discussions

crises of 1914.1942, and 1944.
T h _econclusion,
whexncription,

to

onll.” Thisview is based

ton

andhe military
conscription lfas

evalua-

the primary _

wars;] however, the _Pollcy did not

Broduce significant military results. In
oth cases compulsory military service

came too late to be effective in alleviat-

claim that conscription in Canada was
necessary to win either war. No matter
how great the Canadian effort, the
country could never supply more than a
small portion of alied forces.

role was important, but subsidiary,”

the authors write, “ and the result in the
two world wars would have been the
same even if there had never been a
Canadian at the fronat™.

What is more important te these
authors is the turnabout in policy and
the broken agreements that resulted
when the pro-conscriptionists prevailed
over the resistance of French Canada.
While the military benefits of conscrip-
tion were slight and thus provide scant
judtification for the policy, the political
costs to the nation were high.

When censeription was introduced.
solemn promises were broken. Faith in
the ability of the voluntary system of
recruitrient as adequate to mobilize
manpower had been proclaimed by
both Robert Borden and Mackenzie
King. Conseriptiori would not be im-
pose<. they told French Canada. This
promise Was broken by Borden and the
Union Government in May, 1917. So
great was the impact of thii first
conscription crisis en Canadian politics
that King felt it necessary to make his
first (of many) promises against con-
scription live months before the out-
break of the Second World War. Y et
with the plebiscite of 1942 and the
crisis of 1944. these promises. too.
proved worthless.

The conscription crises are two of the
most dramatic incidentsin Canadian
history. Imposed on the minority by the
majority, conscription embittered both

e p— — g A Ep R e ——
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the French and English segments of the
population. In thefirst crisis, political

parties were tom apart, riots and eivil
disobedience were widespread, and the
**race question” in its most ugly form

came to the fore. While the situation

was Not as tramatic in1944 asin 1917,
it is safe to conclude. as the authors do,
that Capada's experience with con-
scription illustrates that history repeats
itself. Many Canadians had learned
From the first experience. but it was too
little, too late.

With each succeeding turnabout in
policy, Quebec’'s view that ish
Canada. no matter who led it, would
insist on having its way was more
deeply ingrained in the collective polit-
ical consciousness of the province. Ttis
this long-term perspective thet is impor-
tant in judging the effects of conscrip
tion in Canada It is clear that the
traumatic effects of the conscription
crises on the Canadian nation are still
being felt. O

Historical
eructations

The Pdlican History of Canada
(revised edition), by Kenneth
NMeNaught, Penguin, 350 pages. $2.95
aper (ISBN 014 02 1083 0).

anada_Since T A BI
araphical Guide (revised edition), by
J.L. Gmnatstein and Paul Stevens.
Samuel Stevens, 198 pages, $2.9
cloth and $4.95 paper.-

By ROGER HALL

I DIFFERENT Ways, the unrevised ver-
sions of these two books have become
“minor classics’ of Canadian history.
It could be argued that Prof.
MeNaught's straghtforward 1969
Penguin has been asuccess not so much
for what he said as for where he said it.
The volume was one of the first mass-
market_naperback surveys of Canada's
gast: moreover it remained Significant
ecause Of its global diskibution — for
many throughout the world the book is

the only accessible, cheap introduc-
tion to Canada. Pmfs. Granatstein and

Stevens guide to post-Confederation
Canadian historical writing has de-
veloped, sincg it was first released in
1974. mtomfavourite for. students and
researchers alike. In a single volume,
eight specialists surveyed their particu-
lar fields of historical interest, picked
out the best work, and in clear. unclut-
tered prose. explained their choices.
Mow the two books have appeared in
wised form, although the basic for-
mats have not been changed. Asfar as
the tests are concerned. the McNaught

!
hi undezgone the least alteration —
simple textua revisions have been
made throughout and a 13-Eage addi-
tion formed into an extra chapter. To
my way of thinking, the whole survey is
more past politics than balanced his-
tory, and that is particularly wrue of the
added chapter. Admittedly, it is
difficult to write of current affairsin
an%/thing except political terms, but the
effort should be made. To give an
example, the emergence in the 1960s
and 1970s of the women's movement is
something of endurin? social impor-
tance, and, incidentally of ne little
political consequence; it should at |east
be noted.

Further, McNaught’s analysis
terminates in mid-1976, and it is a pity
that his' editors did not seefit to delay
revised publicatipn until after the
Quebec dection of Nov. 15. For better
or for worse.. the course of Canadian
history swerved on that date. Even if it
hadn’t, the addition of a paragraph or
two could have made MecNaught's
account much more contemporary and

iven it an extended shelf-life. Asitis.

is narrative ‘ably demonstrates the
opportunities for a possible Parti
Québecois victory.

Granatstein and Stevens admit te two
omissions in their book: afull chapter
on the North has yet to be included, and
the section on the growing field of

:labour hisiorﬁ is a'so much too brief.

But all the other frustrating difficulties
of the first edition appear to have been
removed, for example, the index is now
much more comprehensive, and greater
attention has been paid throughout to
useful works that have appeared in
journals and periodicals. The very ex-
cellence of thislittle book points to the
need for a complementary volume on
pre-Confederation Canada. £

Enemies of
the state

The Anarchist Reader, edited by
Geo,r -0e Woodcock, Fontana (Collins),
383 "pages, 83.95 paper (ISBN 0 00
634011 3).

. By IAN YOUNG

GEORGE wo0DCock iS well known as
an advocate and schiolar of anarchism.
Hi prolific writings have, included a
*‘history of libertarian ideas and
movements” and biographies of God-
win, Proudhon, Kropotkin, and Wide.
The Anarchist Reader is his compen-

dium of anarchist teats from Godwin .

and Max Stimer to the present day.
The excerpts deal not only with

Written ina non-technical style,
this work provides an easy-to-read,
thoughtful and current introdue-

fion to the Canadlan legal system.
It eovers both the theoretical and
the praetical aspects of the law.

The first
general treatise,
on the law
in Canada

fil:IC
GANADIARN
LG,
- OYST Bl

by Gerald L. Gall

Coverage is given to the histor-
ical developments of the legal
system from its British sources, |ts
constitutional structure, the court
hierarchy, the training and stan-
dard of judges and lawyers, the
fundamental prineiples underlying
the function of the courts and
new directions within the system.
This new and comprehensive work
is essentia reading for anyone who
wants a better knowledge of the
law In Canada.

L459-31720
330 pages

THE
CARSWELL COMPANY

LIMITED .

2330 Midland Avenue,

Agincourt,'Ontario
M1S 1P7

1977
$26.60 he.
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government and revolution but also
with education, crime and punishment,
the wage system, ecology, and other
social Issues. They are diverse, cogent,
sometimes profound. But what is most
striking about these writings from three
centuries is their timeliness and rele-
vance to&y. o

The criticisms of state socialism, for
example, are devastatingly apt.
Michael Bakunin, writing long before
any communist regime had come to
power, comniented on Marx's prescrip-
tion for a socialist Sate:

One con well see how, beneath all the
democratic and socialistic phrases and
promises in Mr. Marx's propramme, there
survives in his state everything that con-
tributes 1o the truly despotic and brutal
nzture of all States, and that in the last
resort, the People’s Swmte ... and the
aristocratic-moparchist State maintained
with such skill and Power by Mr. Bis-
magl:, are completely identical in the
nature of both their internal and externat

P e A R T

aims. Externally, there is the same de-
velopment of Military power, which
means conauest: internallv, there |S the
same employment of armed forces, the
last argument of all threatened political

powers, ﬁainsl the “es who. tired of
alwags belnesing, hoping, aceepling and
obeying. rise to rebellion.

Benjamin Tucker's 1888 essay on
““Stdte Socialism and Anarchism"’ is
one of the strongest pieces in the book,
pointing up the stark contrast between
‘the doetrine that all the affairs of men
should be managed by the government
regardless of individual choice’ and
“thedoctrinethat all ... should be
ménaged by individuals or voluntary
associations.”

This anthology would be even
strorl\:/%er if work by recent writerssuch
as Murray Rothbard and Karl Hess
were included. Even without them, it
provides arefreshing and radical poli-
tical manifesto. O

EFORE THE DAYS of Prontos and SX-70s,
icture-tuking was a very serious business in-
rd. Around the turn of the century, in hun-
reds of Canadian towns and villages, photog-
aphers such as Duncan Donovan were at work,

reezinp in solemn earnestness the ceremonial
auses between cradle and grave. CIty Work at
‘ouniry Prices: The Portraft Photographs of
Juncan Donovan (edited and with an intreduc-
ion by Jennifer Harper, Oxford University
ress, 64 pages, $6.95 paper, ISBN 19 540275

)is a collection of some of the plates he made

between 1900 and 1920. This photograph is ut
usual because not only is the young weman hold
ing a my rifle, she also seems b be having fun
perhaps she has just comered a suitor a |
naughty child dipping into the eookie jar. 0
maybe she is acting arele in a local theatrica
production. It"s all Fleasant Gt idle speculatios
since the records of the photograph have bees
lost. All that remains is a picture of alady with ¢
gun. ba with it what you will.

SANDRA MARTIN

How you can
spot a Yucca

Canadian Wildflowers,” by Mary
Ferguson and Richard M. Saunders,
Van Nostrand Reinhold, illustrated,
192 pages, $19.95 cloth (ISBN 0 442

29069V 1).

Wildflowers of Alberta, b
R. G. H. Cormack, Hurtig, illustrated,
432 pages, $10 cloth (iISBN 0 83830

12/

).
Wildflowers Across The Prairies,
by Fenton R. Vance, James R. Jowsey,
and James S. McL ean, Western Pro-
ducer Prairie . Books, illustrated, 213
pages, $14.95 cloth ISBN 0 919306
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74 8) and $8.95 paper ISBN O 919306
73 x).

By DALE HOY

AMID THE FLOTSAM of hastily prepared’
and sloppily written wildflower books
flooding the market today, itisajoy to
find a book of the high quality and
polish of Canadian Wildflowers. The
authors have crafted a sterling combina-
tion of fine photographs that are botani-
cally accurate as well as artisticall
ingenious, with atext that is informal,
informative and to read.

This book is a delight for amateurs as
well as professionals. While at times
the text becomes a little too elaborate,
the authors have tried to convey the
sense of wonder and discovery of a visit
to a marsh. a meadow, a woodland, or
an Arctic or apine habitat. Their dis-
cussion is entertaining and non-
technical. exploring the idiosyncrasies
of each plant, much as if they were
dear, old friends, complete with
interesting and amusing anecdotes.
Tips for identification of the flower s are
given aswell as their distribution in
Canada, and thetime of year that they
bloom.

Wildflowers O Alberta is a reissue of
the 1967 field guide, appealing to
amateurs and professionalsalike. Most
of Albertas wildflowers are described
in outlines, -accomganied by a photo-
graph. A paragraph following this de-
scription elaborates further on the
identihcation and interesting facts
about the plant. Unfortunately, the
photographs are sometima inadequate
and are not on the same page as the text.
However the quality of the text makes
up for the failings of the pictures.

Dr. Cormack introduces each family
of plants with a short discussion of their
unifying characteristics. The' wild-
flowers are then individually discussed
within their families. Thisarrangement
is botanically sound. But keysto the
families, which would help the reader
to find a plant he wishes identified, are

Y - ——
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ENTERTAINMENT
AT ITS BEST

PRINCIPLE
by Arthur Phillips

‘Mission not impossible’l
The politieal thriller that
will make you wonder

MM what tomorrow will
DR ASXR] mean 1o Quebec and
the rast of Canada.

I Doubleday Book Ciub
Stelection for January/78

6 X9, 352 pp.
$13.95 cloth
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100 ITBS EAEQALEMBER
REMEVAEE?K by M.T.Kelly

‘A touch of erass’ flavours
‘this adult story of a young
journalist’s adventures in
western Canada with his
first job and his first lady.

Available in October/77

6 X 9, 192 pp.
$9.95 cloth

o INFLATION,

v o oo ITSTYOUR BAGH

- 1417 tby Bernhard A. Frischke

't!sm w . . not the standard

economics book . . . fit) makes
S for interesting reeding. . . not

v “ftre -Hufl -stfff-you -might expect,

.rather it's readable and

thought provoking

i Ken Cuthbertson

The Scarborough sun

6 X 9, 192 pp.
$0.95, cloth/$6.95 paper

] QUESTIONS KIDS ASK

I FOR THOSE WHO CARE
TO LISTEN

by Douglas Barry Spencer

f Everything you always
wanted to know about kids

but. ..were afraid to

listen to.

40 delightful photographs.

CGUESTIONS KILS ASK

o Uwose who care to nsten

I

Books For Everybody

" Sslection for Fall/77 ‘
8 X 8, 96 pp. I
. ' $7.95 cloth/$4.95 paper i

DANCE TODAY

IN CANADA §
by dancer/photographer k
Andrew Oxenham with

text by international
dance critic Michael Crabh

Dance is alive and well and
entertaining Canadiansl
168 outstanding full-page i
photographs of nineteen
leading companies.

Books For Everybody ;
7 Selection for F&/77-

12 X 12,228 pp.
$29.95 cloth

O

EILEEN McCULLOUGH
by Alice Boissonneau

. the characters are
the kind we have become
familiar with in Hugh
Garner’s work. .. an
incisive prose-style that
is effective, ”
| William French
<3 Globe & Mail

H Finalist in Books in Canada
First Novels and the City
of Teronto Book
A A wards for ‘1977
}.6X9, 192 pp.

$9.95 cloth
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not given. An index to flower colour is
provided and in order to identify a
flovrer, each entry under the colour
must be looked up separately. This can
be tedious, especially if you must look
up 123 entries to discwer you are
looking at a Y ucca — that is, if you
haven't aready given up. Cormack
defends the absence of keys on the
grounds that the book is non-technical.
However, if flower colour isto bethe
main method of identification, then
arrangement of the book based on
colour would have been more practical.

Messrs. Vance, Jowsey, and
McL ean have made the same errar of
organization in compiling Wildfiowers
Across the Prairies. They have further

gravated the problem by placing the
plants in order of their families and then
neglecting to point out where families
begin and end, except in the index. The
value of arranging plants in families is
to convey a sense of plant relationships
to the reader. In failing to designate the
families. the arrangement becomes
meaningless. This major flaw is unfor-
tunate since the book’s format is
appealing-the photographs are good
and plentiful and the line drawings help
to accentuate key characters. A whole
page is devoted to each wiidflower,
giving both botanical and common
names, descriptions and comparisons
to closely related plants. The language
is not technical, and an illustrated
glossary is included to clear up any
ambiguity. O

TEACHERS...
LBRARIANS... |8
BOOKSELLERS... M

THE READING PUBLIC...

Rails, swans, and
Shortt takes
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Birds in Peril, by John P. S. Mack-
enzie, illustrated by Terence Shortt,
Pagurian Press (McGraw-Hill Ryer-
son), 191 pages, $14.95 cloth (ISBN

U7 UsZo506 D).

Wild Birds of Canada and the
Americas, by Terence Shortt.
Pagurian Press (John Wiley & Sons
264 pages, $14.95 cloth (ISB
0 88932 057 8).

Ralls of the World, by S. DilTon
Ripley, with 41 paintings by J. Fen-
wick Lansdowne, M. F. Feheley Pub-
Jishers (5 Dromsnab Road, Toronto),
430 pages, $75 cloth or $400 in a
imited edition %ISBN 0919880 07 x).

ogswamp: Living with Swans N
the Wilderness, by Trudy Tumer and
Ruth M. Mc¢Veigh, Hancock House,
illustrated, 288 pages, $10.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 91965463 0).

By BRIAN NEWSON

TEN YEARS AGO bird-watchers (or bir-
ders, as they cdl themselves) were
synonymous with eccentricity, tweeds
in the bush. and bad jokes. Today,
thanks to greatly increased public in-

THE @
o1 GINADIAN BOOK
Bl INFORMATION CENIRE = =«
21| will be there...will you?

DIAN BOOKS ON THE 4
for the love of books

>0 Unique Canacdion book event
>Sepiember 23-Ociober2,1977 |
> Harbourfront, 235 Queens Quay W/

térest in ecological issues, bird-
watching has come of age and is the
fastest-growing outdoor activity in
North America (skate-boarding ex-
cepted?. A number of publishers, par-
ticularly smaller ones, have responded
with intelligence and taste and these
four books demonstrate the variety
currently available to graduates of the
recognition manual.

John MacKenzi€ s Birds in Peril is
almost identical in format to hi earlier
(and excellent) Birds of Canada and
Eastern North America. Here, how-
ever, Mackenzie focuses on the en-
dangered state of seme 32 species and
sub-species of North American birds.
Everyone knows the fate of the pas-
sengeér pigeon and the dodo, but how
many redlize only 99 constantly
threatened whooping cranes stand be-
tween the species and its extinction? Or
that the giant (nine-foot wingspan)
Cdlifornia condor now number a pitiful
50?7 Mackenzie tells the story of each
bird in neat, comprehensive chapters
that detail their history, present state,
and probable future. He further gro-
vides athorough account of the endan-
gering factors (loss of habitat, pesti-
cides, predation) and indiiates which
remedies have been tried and which
remain to be tried. His account of the
steps taken by conservationists to pre-
Serve the whogoers reads like high
drama. Where other ornithologists are
content with a mere mention of habitat,
Mackenzie is careful throughout to

A
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place the bii and its problems in a
complete environmental " context.
A bonus in Mackenzi€'s book is the
inclusion of 20 colour platesand many
sketches by Terence Shortt. some of
which suggest in a brash stroke the
evanescence of the species. Inter-
nationally famous for his illustrations
for other authors, Shortt demon-
grates his own considerable skills as a
writer in Wild Birds Of Canada And
The Americas. Shortt has been sketch-
ing birds for more than 50 years, and a
lifetime's observation and study is
evident in his prose as well asin his
nting. His discussions of birds often
egin with an_anatomical description:
and by examining a loon’s leg, for
example, he can tell a great ded about
that bird's evolution, behaviour, and
environment. An expert himself, Shortt
has the uncommon ability to convey his
knowledge in ways even the most
casua naturd higorian will find fas-
cinating. To read about his hiis is to
understand something essential  about
them and their environment.

The book includes 110 drawings and
67 colour plates: the ones I've seen are
beautifully reproduced.. The paintings
tor Studies, as Shortt insists on calling
them) characteristically include one

profile Of the subjéct surrounded
by anatomica details or miniatures of
the bird in flight. The drawings are
tastefully incorporated into the text,
making the book pleasing to look at as
well asto read. [See page 41 For an

e

interview with Shortt -Ed.] =~

. If Shortt is a master at depicting biis
in their_ mercurid quickness, J. Fen-
wick Lansdowne, whose 41 paintings
flustrate S. Dillon Ripley’s mono-
graph on Rails of the World, must now
rank as one of the world's great bird
painters in the tradition of Audubon’s
composed, formal portraits. Indeed,
there is a wonderful 19th-centary opul-
ence’ to this production. which recals
the days when ingjtutions such as the
Smithsonian (to which Ri pl_esy1 has been
secretary for 25 yeags) published sump-
tuous. éncyclopedic volumes on every-
thing from birds to Indian basketry.
This beautiful book comes complete
with 17 maps. an additiona 35 illus-
trations, and an impressive price-but
even at $75 the paintings may be a

bar_?am. _

he subtitle of Turner and
McVeigh's Fogswamp aptly describes
this book, which 'is only incidentally
about swans, Trudy Tamer isthe
daughter of Ralph Edwards, who is the
subject of Leland Stowe’s wilderness
classic Crusoe of Lonesome Lake,In
Fogswamp, she tells with McVeigh's
help the story of how she gradually took
over the task of feeding the once-
threatened swans from her Tather, while
making a life of her own in the wilds.
But while her existence in the remote
Coast Chilchotin country continues to
revolve around her family and the
swanneéty, there is ample time for wr
observaions on other wildlife, includ-

ing two would-be. outdoorsmen from
New York, the subject of an bilarious
anecdote. Neither’ sentimental nor
sanctimonious, this iS a clear-
portrait of wilderness living, ‘its Tew
comforts, ‘and its many possibilities
— the Whole sweetened by solitude,
slence. and swans. O

A@Jay, away with
fife and drunn

RCAF: Squadrons and Aircraft
by S. Kestenuk and J. Griffin, Samu
Stevens, 255 gages $19.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 3173360).

By STUART SUTHERLAND

IT HASALWAYS been an axiom among
Canadians that we are essentially un-
m|I|tar¥. One consequence has been a
lack of interest in our military history
-perhaps because it would tel us tha
when we have had to fight, we_have
tended to be an efficient and dedicated
people. The publication of RCAF:
Squadrons and Aireraft will probably
therefore be greeted with the same
cynical reaction that many of us reserve
for nationdism. This is a pity, since we

NOTHER

FALL

‘THE COMMON TOUCH

T.A. Keenleyside

Amidst a rising tide of violence and unrast, James Ruther-
ford. @ Canadian diplomat stationed in tbe fictional country
of Bukara, Is able to playa crucial rolgn that country’s
struggle for independence. This is apanatrating and dramatic
axploration in fictton of a resl and unsattling new era In the

FABULOLS

YEARS OF SORROW, YEARS OF SHAME

The Japaness Canadians in World War Il

Barry Broadfoot

Here is the dramatic, shocking and heartbraaking story of
the almost 23.000 Japanese-Canadians living on the west
coast of British Columbia, who were uprooted and sent to in-
ternment camps in 1941 after the Japanese attack on Pearl

Harbour. The story is told in the words of those who actually history of third world nations. S9.95
lived it. $12.50 .
CYCLONE TAYLOR:
BARTLETT: A HOCKEY: LEGEND
Tha Great Canadian Explorer by Eric Whitehead
Harold Horwood If Fred “Cyclone” Taylor was not the greatast hockey

A splendid biography of Captain Rebert Bartlett who was,

by common consent, the greatest ice navigator of this

century = a master seafarer who lent hls daring and expertiss

to the expeditions of Peary and many other Arctic pioneers.
SB.95

player who ever lived he was certainly tha game’s greatsst
showmen. His career spans the whole history of the modem
same of Hockey = fmm its pioneering days to fts eventual
emergence as a big-time monay sport. 95.95

SIDEHILL GOUGER

or What's so Deadly About Caterpillars?

Shane Dennison

Here’s afunny, lusty and heartwarming novel about a young
man’s coming of age in British Columbia. Ross.Lorringer's
outrageous affair with his attractive young high school
teacher sets off a boisterous chain of events that leads to a
strange and happy ending. £8.95

WANTED: DONALD MORRISON

Tho Story of the Magantie Outlaw

Clarke Wallace

The true story of one man’s fight against injustice, sat in the
colourful Eastern Townships of Quebee In the 1880's:

Donald Morrison, falsely accused of murder successfislly
eluded paolica for more than a year, and in the process be-
rams a folk hero to the gympathatic populace. $8.95

o DOUBLEDAY Canada Limited
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THE WARS

hy Timothy Findley

The compassionate portrait of
a young Canadian officer
swept into the most traumatic
war in history.

58.95

The Hand
of
Robin Squires

by Joan Clark

€

A boy enslaved by his pirate
uncle n Canada: thrilling
nture. hased on fact.

Smoked Glass

by Alden Nowlan
Welcome Nowlan s tenth
collection of poetry:
universally human moments
revitalized by humour.
tenderness and irony.

5795

Desolation

To Splendour

by Maria Tippett

and Douglas Cole
Anamportant new approach Lo
lhe mystique of Brnitish
Columbran art from the
18th-century to today.

L $19.95

from

CLARKE IRWIN
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have in this country some of the best
and most dedicated military historians
and compilers working today, and their
work is worth reading because we have
had an interesting and ofien absorbing
military history. RCAF: Squadrons
and Aircraft continues in that tradition
of scholarship and enhances it.

I should make it clear that this is a
refetence book, a hard thing to read
from cover to cover. The book essen-
tially deals with the squadrons of the
RCAF and their aircraft, from the
beginning of the force in 1914 to its
amalgamation in the Canadian Armed
Forces in 1968. It is therefore a listing
of the achievements and statistics of
each particular squadron — including
No. 10, the North Atlantic Squad-
ron of ribald legend. Set out in a
uniform format, the book lists such
things as squadron names and crests,
bases, commanders, types of aircraft
operated, and, if the unit saw active
combat service, the summary of its
operational record, including first and
Tast missions, first kills, casualties, and
honours awarded. Supplementing this
material are hundreds of black-and-
white photographs that illustrate virtu-
ally every aircraft type used by the force
throughout its history. Most of these
photographs are sharp and clear, a
difficult thing to achieve, given the
conditions under which photographers
often had to work.

I particularly enjoyed the histories of
the home-defence squadrons during the
Second World War, many of which
performed the thankless task of patrol-
ling miles of coastline in a vain search
for enemy submarines. The most some
of the Pacific squadrons got was the
very occasional shot at a Japanese fire
balloon, a nefarious device that was
intended to drift down the wind to
Western Canada and the U.S. and start
forest fires with its incendiaries.

All this material represents an im-
mense amount of painstaking work by
two men who are obviously deeply
interested in Canadian military avia-
tion. Messrs. Kostenuk and Griffin are
to be congratulated on the excellence of
their work. O

Epilogue to |
one tragedy. . .

No Safe Place, by Warner Troyer,
Clarke Irwin, 267 pages, $13.95 cloth
7720 1117 6).

Iy

Y Narro

Hutchison, photograph,s by Dick Wal-
lace, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 173
8.95 cloth (ISBN 0442

20877 3).

By DAVID JONES

- Itis the créve-coeur [heart-break] when, as
happened in Minimata, Japan, executives

in charge, in their air-conditioned offices,

shrug their shoulders with apparent sor-

row, and let pollution kil hundreds of
people because to save them is not

‘*economically feasible.”

THOSE WORDS by Philippe Cousteau in
the foreword to Grassy Narrows only
mildly exaggerate the simmering out-
rage stirred in this reader by two fine
books outlining the plight of North-
western Ontario’s mercury-ravaged In-
dian tribes, and the unwillingness of
industry and government to prevent
another Minamata-style disaster.

The problem of mercury contamina-
tion in the English-Wabigoon river
system near Kenora, home of the
Grassy Narrows and White Dog Ojib-

* way bands, has erupted periodically in

the Ontarioc media. It was first dis-

covered in 1970 when public revela- -
tions by Norvald Fimreite, a graduate

student at the University of Western

Ontario, prodded reluctant government

officials to investigate effluent from the

province'’s pulp and paper mills.

A quarter-gram of mercuric
chloride, which -mercury becomes in
the river system, is lethal. Reed Paper’s
Dryden Pulp and Paper Company,
more than 100 miles upstream from the
Indian reserves, had been dumping 10
to 20 pounds of mercury into the river
system daily from 1962 to 1970. On-
tario ordered the mill to stop dumping
mercury, which was done, and shut
down commercial fishing in the area,
eliminating the Indians’ primary liveli-
hood. However, prosperous fishing
lodges catering to wealthy American
tourists, a backbone of the local
economy, were told they could remain
open and that the system would clear
itself in a matter of weeks (in spite of
the best scientific estimates that the
river could remain contaminated for
up to 100 years).

The few of the Indians tested for
mercur{ poisoning from time to time
were never told the results of the tests.
The government simply said there was
1o cause for alarm and advised them not
to eat the fish. Today, seven years after
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mercury was discovered in the Wabi-
ﬁocn. the Indians ate still fighting to
ave the system closed to sport fishing.
No legd action has been taken against
Reed Paper for the pollution, and the
Poyernmmt refuses to compensate the
ndians or lodge owners for logt liveli-
hoods for fear of setting a precedent. A
government lawsuit aid 1n 1970 againgt
mercury polluters Of Lake St. Clair iS
gtill draggl_n?1 through the courts with
no end in Sight. _

Now. two journdists who have co-
vered the problem from its early stages
have become sufficiently angered by
the Indians' tragedy and government
obtuseness to writé books laying the
whole sad story before the public.
Warner Troyer, author of No Safe
Place, has been widely acclaimed as an
editor. columnist. and television jour-
nalist. George Hutchisen, who wrote
Grassy Narrows, iS areporter with the
London Free Press. He and pheto-s
grapher Dick Wallace have each re-
celved a nationa award for their cover-
age of the mercury crisis.

Tmyer refuses in his book to seek out
the usual journalist’s refuge of *“bal-
anced coverage” He offers instead a
damning indictment of government and
industry callousness. In 267 carefully
researched and documented JJ?&, he
lays out a pattern of lies and decatt in
high places., amed mainly a defusin
the issue without doing anythin.g abai
it. He makes it clear that the gntario

Y

s

government will not act until the In-
dims start dying in droves.

His arguments are frequently b
tressed by excempts from confidential
government and industry documents,
reveded for the first time in thii book.
Lest the reader miss a point, he draws
dtention to every mconsstenc,\é, every
contradiction, between what the
officials say and what they do.

His auger is honest and unashamed.
But Troyer does more than vent his
anger; he passes it along to the reader.

utchison seems to have been no less
outraged, . athough he is better able to
contain his anger. His book, lavishly
illustrated with Wallace's stunning
photogiraphs, traces Out the seven-year
debacle in a more historical, nearly
chronological manner. He has obvi-
ously pent a great dedl of time with the
Indians over the years, and he describes
in heart-wrenching detail the disinte-
gration of the Ojibway societies since
mercury was discovered. _

If Troyer's book is au explosive
political” statement, Hutchison’sis.a
moving human drama, where the pom;
ical-afrocities are woven around the
|f'uersona1 tragedies of the victims. He
ollows a group of the Grassy Narrows
band to Japan in 1975 foravisit with the
crippled and maimed survivors of the
Minimata disaster, a visit described
with gut-wrenching pathos. Ttisa
shorter book than Troyer’s, more
easily read and lacking the wedlth of

if
N \

LI
o

— —— 1 ——

Tuwo Manitekunue §Ojfibwa protective fignres) from Stones, Bones and Skin: Ritual and Shamanic
Art, The Socicty for Art Publications (3 Church Street, Toronto), 200 pages, $27.50 cloth (ISBN

4 919902 03 0} or 315 paper as a double issie of ariscanada.

——— -

but- -

documentation that makes Ne Safe
Place so damning to a legdidtic soci-
ely. But the indgght into the shattered
lives of the Ojibway tribes, and the
compassion for their Stuation. make it
every bit as important a book.
These books are essential. It is not
often that a professiond journalist will
find himself so angered by an issue that
he will step outsde his “objective’

stance and make an impassioned cry for
justice. \When two top journalists do SO
at the same time, over the same issue,
then it is time for the rest of us tosit up
and listen. O ’

.= « prologue
to another?

Dene Nation: The Colony Within,
edited by Mel Watkins, U of T Press,
190 pages, $12.50 cloth (ISBN 0 8020

2264 2) and $4.95 paper (ISBN 0 8020

63157,
Moratorium: Justice, Energy, the
North, and the Native People, b
Hugh and Karmel McCuilum and John
Olthuis, The Anglican Book Centre
208 Pages, $4.50 paper (ISBN

919030 17 3).
Contact and Conflict, by Robin
lumbia

Fisher, University of British
Press, 268 pages, $18 cloth QSBN

By JOHN OUGHTON

THE DEBATES Over regiond justice and
Confederation involving theé Québecois
and the Dene and Inuit of the Northwest
Territories call the future of our sprawl-
ing, afluent country into question. Can
Canada last much lonfgeras a federation

ﬁ primarily for the benefit of
anglophone Southerners? Now that
the much-awaited Berger report is out,
these three titles are rendered both more
relevant and yet somewhat redundant to
the big questions of the North.

Dene Notion and Moratorium deal
with the economic and ethical ques-
tions of the pipeline projects and
Northern development. Yet they prob-

-ably had less influence on the decisions

of the Nationd Energy Board and the
federal cabinet than either the Berger
report or the lobbying force of rﬁ]e
multinational oil companies. But for
Canadians anxious to understand some
of the complex issues and history
involved inthe pipeline and land-claim
debates, al three of these ‘books Can
rovide Instructive reading. “
hii reviewer must, however, echo
James Woodford's comment on Dene
Nation that “the Dene deserve much
better than this book.” It cannot be
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“ . brilliant first novd”
Vancouver Sun

Now in paperback!

THE BULLS OF RONDA
Eugens P. Benson $2.25

MASNUM

Listhuen Publications
2330 Lidiand Avenue
Agincourt, Ontario M1S 1P7

CANADIAN ART
AND PHOTOGRAPHY

ARTICLES BY AND ABOUT
UNUSUAL PEOPLE
WITH UNCONVENTIONAL
APPROACHES TO:
SOCIAL ISSUES
SPORTS, POLITICS
ENTERTAINMENT

SURVIVAL
WORK, HEALTH

PLUS:

FICTION, POETRY
CHILDREN'S STORIES
HISTORY. HUMOUR _
REVIEWS

" ... AND MORE

ON SALE AT ‘NEWS-STANDS
AND BOOKSTORES NOW

MAKARA, 1011 Commercid Dr.
Vancouver, British Columbia
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faulted for pre&entmlg the eloquent
arguments Of Dene Spokesmen such as
Philip Blake, Frank T'Seleie, and
Georges Erasmus. Where pipeline ad-
vocates Speak invague jargon, the Depe
counter With speech bordering on
poetry.: Frank T*Seleie told Judge
Berger: “We know . . . that five
hundred years fmm now someone with
skin my colour and Mocassins on his
feet will climb up the Ramparts [near
Good Hope] and rest and look over the
rver and fedl that he too has a place in

_ the universe.”

But most Southerners are not famil-
lar with the place of the Dene and
probably were not even familiar with
the name (which, like *‘Inuit”, Smply
means “the people’) before the Dene
Nation declaration of 1975 and the
land-claims proposal of 1976. Not until
some 30 pages have passed does the
reader learn, for example, that the

‘language of some of the tribes gathered

under tbe Dene lation Is Atha-
paskan in origin. The economic and
colonial iSsues are given adequate
coverage by editor Mel Watkins,, and
Peter Puxley. IS insiructive in pointing
out that the phrase ‘ devel opment
should mean the whole being of man,
and not just his economic activities. To
judge adequately the Dene fand claim.
and to learn more about the only native
group in Canada with which our
government has not made legal treaties,
more. information on and from the Dene
should have been included. '

Moratorium IS @ comprehensive,
passionately argued study by Hugh and
Karmel McCullum, authors .of This
Land is Not for Sale. It iS definitely on
the side of native clams and energy
conservation. The McCullums ar'g]]ue
that the South can do without Northern
natural gas and that a reevaluation of
the North's relation to nature and native
peoples is pverdue. Like. Berger, th
suggest a moratorium on Blp Ine wor
Forat least 10 years and back up their
ideas with impressive research. One
may not agree with their |eft-of-centre
view of white Northeners as “Canada’s
Rbodesians’ but it is impossible to
ignore the extent of their involvement
and sheer work.

Contact and Conflict, iS obviously
Robin Fisher's dociora thesis. The text
could have benefitted from stream-
lining for the generd reader, since
each chapter carries as many as 100
footnotes. Ahd how many general
readers can afford to p7 $18 for this
modestly produced text? It does contain
excellent black-and-white photographs
of 19th-century naive people, but only
afew.

Tn shoct, Fisher argues that maritime
British Columbia tribes were not redll
culturaly affected by early trade wit
the Hudson's Bay Company. In
Fisher's view, white settlers and a

L e —_r———y Fomarr B
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greater economic dependency were the
real hazards tO the Indian soul. Hisstyle
Is passable and his arguments well-
supported. Incidentaly, he introduces
a delightful new Canadian martyr in the
person of Rev. Herbert Beaver, a white
man who, for once, suffered at the
hands of a fellow white man. Rev.
Beaver was sent to Fort Vancouver in
1836 to sanctify the fur trade, but
disapproved of the rampaut popery and
loose moras of his compatriotS. His
criticism of the fort factor’s mistress |ed
to his being “severely beaten in the
quadrangle of the fort” by that gentle-
man. Canadian epic poets in search of a
hero. are vou out there?d -

Hypemen write
with forked pen

Encyclopedia of Indians of Can-
ada, Volume |, Scholarly Press Inc.
glt?YZ East Nine Milt Road, St. Clair

ores, Mich.?, illustrated, $65 or
$395 for complete set of seven vol-
umes, six of which are still to be
published (ISBN 403 07217 4).

By JOHN LEONARD TAYLOR

s VOLUME is an expensive joke, TO
araphrase Berger, the expense is in
anada and the Taugh in the U.S. The

chronology, which occupies two thirds

of Volume |, contains 1,140 entries,
only 57 of which (five per cent) relate to

Canada a dl, 21 of those being generat

to the North American continent or

beyond. This would be serious enough
even if the entries were both significant
and accurate. They are neither. On the
other hand, almost everything of impor-
tance has been left out, The Indian Act

IS mentioned only by implication in an

item that misquotés the BNA Act.

Not asingle Canadian treaty receives an

entry. None of the significant court

judgments is mentioned. Readers of the
chronology would never leam of the
founding of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, the North West Mounted Police,
or the modern Indian associaions. The

ear 1876 saw the first consolidated
ndian Act passed. in Canada and the
negotation Of Treaty Sxxle'{ﬂe Ency-
clopedia entry for that year teb¥ws that
onaVvigt to Canada Queen Victoria
watched a game of lacrosse at Windsor,

Ont. N O%noy( more be said, except

that the good Queen never visted

Canada. _ _

Ofthe alphabetical entries only those
under “A” from ““Abnaki’’ t0 “An-
vils’ appear in this volume. However,
agood litmus teat is the word ““aborigi-
nal™* since aboriginal right is a basic
con%)t used congtantly by Indian
Canadians. There is no’entry for it.




IPHOTOGRAPHY FOR
THE JOY OF IT

I[Freeman Patterson
(Covers all the major
iaspects of photoaraphv Ina
Inew way that establishes a
‘fresh relationshlp petween
‘the photographer, his
isubject and camera. $78.95
ihe, 58.95 pb

IGOD'S INAGES

«James Dickey end Mervin
IHayes

Wrltten with startiing '
immedlacy and imagination,
Jamee Dickey's reflectlons
on selected passages from
the Bible Ignite the mind
with their Intense poetic
light: Marvin Hayes'’
etch'ngs, Immaculateand
serene, Infuse thesplrlt
with their radlant vislon.
God’s Images Is a work of
singular beauty, an exultant
spiritual illumination for our
time. $79.05

VNR
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DYES FROM LICHENS
AND PLANTS

Judy MeGrath

Using the hardy lichens and
plants that grow in the
forbldding environment of

nce Ba ytheauthor,

with the heilp of ﬁhe local
-women, has developed a
range of hues and colours
that are startling for their
fresh brilliance and
subtlety. $14.85

CANADIAN
PREHISTORY SEREES”
"Each book, by an expert In
the field of archaeology,
comprises essays,
illustrations, maps,
glossary of terms andlor
suggested reading llst.

o .
J. V. Wright N

Six Chapters of
! is

J. V. Wright

Newfoundland and

Labrador Prehistoy

J. A. Tyck

The Din

G. F. MacDonald, R. LInglis

Each paperback $8.95
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Now In paperback!
IMMIGRANTS

Robert Harney and Harold
Troper .

“ .. thils beautifullif
lllustrated volume looks at
Toronto’s Immigrante, and
Its hundreds of
photographs end brlef text
convey the rlohness of
immigrant life, the vitality

y Thav survived squalor,

discrimination, and dlsease
.. " Quill and Quire $6.95
Bb, $14.95 he
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CABINETMAKING
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THE FINE ART OF
CABINETMAKING
Jamee Krenov

Covers everything from
chooslng wood to
ooopering, dowellng, and
dovetailing, from frame and
panel work to drawer
latches, hinges and
handles, from hand and
power tools to making a

ane and sanding. An
nsplring book for the true
amateurwho loves the
material and work of hls
craft. $76.85
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ANNA'S ArT

Reginald Good

In 45 magnificent prints, 20
In colour, Anna’s Art
provides a glimpse of Ilfa In
the homes of Pennsylvania
Dutch peape who had
moved to Ganada a few
years earlier. Fraktur art Is a
rare and unigue form of
primitive art, vibrant in
colourand deslgn. $10.95

-

THE PRISCILLA
HAUSER BOOK OF
TOLE AND
DECORATIVE PAINTING
Priscilla Hauser
Techniques of decorative
palnting on backgrounds
such as metalware, old
wood, and new wood, are
expertlg presented in thls
book. Priscilla Hauser has
.developed methods that
make painting easy and fun
to learn. $16.80
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n Nostrand Reinhold Ltd.

1470 Birchmount Road, Scarborough, M1P 2E7 | Ontario
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Neither is Howard Adams mentioned,
although an American named Adams
found a place.

A five-page Canadian introduction
hardly makes up for the deficiencies in
the rest of this volume. It simply serves
as awrapper in which to peddle a
shoddy productto therubes up north. O

CANDU

candour
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Nuelear Energy: The Unforgiving
echnology. by Fred H. Knelman, Hur-
tig Publishers. 259 pages, $9.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 85830 134 0) and $4.95 paper

(ISBN 0 83830 118 9).

By CHRIS BLACKBURN

PROTESTS AGAINST nuclear energy-have
shifted from the ban-the-bomb cam-
paign for nuclear disarmament to an
attemipt tacontrol civil nuclear hazards.
In headline terms, concern now focuses
on the danger of a nuclear accident
through human error or mechanical
failure (**Nuclear Accident — Emer-
gency Closure of Reactor”), on the
difficulty of disposing effectively of
nuclear wastes (**Port Hope Homes
Built on Radioactive Landfill"). and on
the risk that terrorists could get hold of
nuclear materials (“Guerrillas Capture
MNuclear Station™). Further, the revela-

-y

tion that nuclear material from the
Canadian CANDU reactor was used by
India to develop nuclear weapons
demonstrated that, as the author of this
book says, “it is not possible to
separate civil proliferation from mili-
tary. because the former is the means to
the latter.” Farewell, the “peaceful
atom.”*

Dr. Knelman, a Canadian environ-
mentalist, now 1§ a professor in science
and human affairs at Concordia Univer-
shy. His well-documented book illus-
trates our vulnerability to nuclear haz-
ards and citizen helplessness in the face
of the “scientific numbers game” and
phrases such as “acceptable dosage,”
or “permissible risk.” Events have
already outdated some of Knelman’s
comments, such as hi remark that in
the United States there is a “clear
policy of relying on the breeder reactor
as the longer-term energy tech-
nology.” U.S. President Carter now
has explicitly rejected the plutonium
fast-breeder reactor and his new energy

policy, with its emphasis on conserva-_

tion to reduce energy consumption and
downgrading of the nuclear option,
follows in general outline the energy
strategy recommended in this book.
Yet pressures in highly industrialized
countne,s to continue a high rate of
domesti¢ nuclear constructicn and to
export advanced nuclear technology are
still strong. Knelman’s call for greater
accessibility of information and for
public discussion of this “uniquely
threatening technology” is timely. O

Hi ho and a
handful of silver

The Rebirth of Canada’s Indians
by Harold Cardinal, Hurtig, 222 pages,
$4.95 paper (ISBN 0 83830 125 1).

Paper Tomahawks. by James
Burke, Queenston House, 406 pages,

[$2.95 paperﬂSBN 0 919866 17 4).

gry Yy, by
der, Yellowknife Publishing, 202
age}s $4.95 paper (ISBN 0929140
D 9).

By RON VERZUH

NEWS ITEM, datelined Calgary: “The
federal governmem s coup in luring
Indian militant Harold Cardinal into the
federal civil service is virtually un-
precedented.” Unprecedented. indeed.
Cardinal’s acceptance of a $31,500-
$41,500 job with the Department of
Indian Affairs and Northern Develop
ment iS seen by many Indian leaders as
a grand sellfout.

The 3 |-year-old leader's appoint-
ment will no doubt destroy the credibil-
ity of parts of his second-book, The
Rebirth of Canada’s Indians. It may
also boost sales for two competitors in
the 1977 Indian-book market: James
Burke and Colin Alexander. Both are
critics of Indian leadership.

“THE &

ware, and engine installation.

and ptovice™

.« o shonld be vead cover to cover”

grief”
wi e

shiy s Bbrany”
“3isine OF facts for the frugal”

Sail Kagazine

‘A fartastic book .. will save boat buyers,
owicrs, ard builders snch money, timre, and
Pacific Yachting

Pacific Skipper

Also at better book and marina stores

)

524 pages, 160 Mlustrations, 159 photos
Complets spees on 30 diesel engines and 30 production boats
List of: materials, supplies, and builders

“Qac of the best. ,. extremely complete. ., great belp to experienced

Yachting Magazine

“Oac of two best ever. .. engaging, lterate

K 10 RCAD”

. says SAIL MAGAZINE
Finally a complete reference book is available on englneermg and
construction methods of modern sailboats combined with a 400
page encyclopedia of marine carpentry, plumbing. electrical, hard-

“Exiaustive . .. chamingly and buniorously
Boating Wagazine

|
|
I
I
I
I
“E‘.M'cfoped:c « » « should be in everyone’s %
!
I
|
1

Vancouver Sun

.ORDER FORM

To obtain your copy of “From A Bare Hull” please send
$19.95 to Albatross PuBhshing, P.0. BOX 89310 Statlon™®",
Vancouver, B.C. V5K 4W5

ADDRESS ..............
CITY/PROV.....ocvvvmnuneees

Please make cheque payabie to Albatross Publishing House.
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Rebirth describes bureaucrats as
“political blackmailers’ and an enemy
who will “do their best to short-
circuit” the fight for Indian rights.
Cardinal now must eat those words.
The enemy is him!

Early in his book, Cardina warns
Indian leaders to stop playing adversary
to the government. “Our organizations
have been sucked into doing things the
white man’sway.” hewrites. But *“our
job is not so much to fight the govern-
ment.”’ He asks |leaders to work co-
operatively with government. It is the
wish of the elders, he adds.

Yet Rebirth islargely a testament
of the insensitive government bureau-
cracy’s failure to co-operate with In-
dians. How then, do Indian leaders
fight the “greed for poewer of Indian
Aftairs’? How is co-operation an an-
swer. they might ask. Cardinal’s per-
sonal answer seemsto be: If you can't
lick *em. join ‘em.

The central theme of Rebirth is that
Indians must “ enshrine our rights into
legidation.” Surely thismustbe part of
an explanation for Cardinal’s |atest
move? He now might be in a position to
“confirm and enforce by law the treaty
tights of Indian people.” Cardina
concludes that *‘the rebirth of the
Indian people is not going to be
achieved at the end of a gun barrel.”

In contrast, James Burke is more
’sympathetic to militancy. His book,

aper Tomahawks, exposes Indian and
government bureauracy as the redl
8\r/ob|em facing the rank and file Indian.

here Cardina merely hints at leader-
ship corruption, Burke documents it.

A former employee of the Manitoba
Indian Brotherhood, he describes him-
self as a “white. bleeding-heart-libel
crusader.” He views Indian bureau-
crats and government consultants as
power-brokers vying for control of
government money. while native peo-
ple live miserable lives in paper shacks.
A tireless researcher, Burke attempts to
show how Indian organizations ate
riddled with “Uncle Tomahawks’
who are as greedy for power and as
insensitive to native needs as the gov-
ernment that funds them.

He reveals Cardina’s 197 1-72 salary
as president of the Indian Association
of Alberta as $18.000, with $12,000
for expenses. But his most strident
attacks are against former Manitoba
brotherhood leader Dave Courchene,
described as a *‘czar," a “pot-bellied
leader.” and a “squat, wavy-haired

messiah.”
Burke will not be pleased by

Cardinal’s appointment. nor will he be ~ |

surprised. He could have predicted it.
inaly, thereis Colin Alexander’s
homemade book, Angry Society. He s
his own publisher and badly needs an
editor. Unlike Burke, he will be
leased with Cardinal. After all, the
ndian leader is Smply helping himsalf,

interview
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isn't he? An Horatio Alger of the
1970s; Alexander’s theme Is simple:
the Lord helps those Indians who help
themselves.

Rather than address himself to redlis-
tic solutions to native problems, Alex-
ander, as the author’ s note suggests,
“takes on the entire world.” He is
more interest& d in making academic
pronouncements than in workable
resolutions to native problems. He
envisages native people rising to the
challenge of free enterprise just as he
has done. Alexander was educated at
Oxford.

He wants Indian Affairs dissolved by

the year 2000. Who needs a bunch of
**laissez-faire.do-gooders™ who refuse
to tell natives “to get off their be-
hinds’? Let them get jobs with the
pipeline companies, Alexander sug-
ests, but “keep stringent controls on
the activities of the union,movement.”
We can likely expect new books
from all three writers in future. Cardi-
nal will write a scathing exposé to be
called Inside the Company. Alexander
will offer a second volume entitled
How to Save the Universe. And one
hopes Burke will provide” more well-
researched, insightful material on In-"
dian problems. O

-1}

Birds fly over the rainbow and Terry Shortt
has spent a long, happy life following them

TERENCE SHORTT is an artist and natur-
-alist and there are many who believe he
has no equal as a bii painter. He

recently retired from his job as chief
display biologist at Toronto's Ro&/al
Ontario Museum, where he had worked
for 46 years. His book Wild Birds of the
Americas has just been published by
Pagurian Press and is reviewed on
page 34. To find out more about the
man and his work, Books in Canada
asked bii and film-maker Bill Ban-
tiitg to interview him. Some Kears ago
Banting was present when Shortt col-
lected one of Darwin’s finches, the
Conirostris, on' Santa Cruz in the
Galapagos Idands: “It was moving
with a flock of 20 or more other finches.
Terry zap’Ped it. The others were un-
touched.”

Books in Canada: Telt us how you got
Started.

“Shorit: As Jack Miner used to say, “I
was bom a little -bare-foot boy” in
Winnipeg. My father. who worked for
the rallway, was a passionate bird

-Terence Shortt

hunter. He ran red setters and used to
bring home all sorts of geese, ducks,
and Prairie chickens. | would wait up
for him so | could see and fedl them and
| can't remember atime when | wasn't
fascinated by birds. \When | was about
12 he began to take me with him and |
g?_ot to be pretty good with a shotgun.

hii was useful Tater on when | was
collecting specimens for the museum.
| gave up shooting for sport many years

ago.
BiC: When did you begin painting?

Shortt: My mother was an artist and
she encouraged me to paint and draw.
There were dways materials about the
house — watercolours, 0ils, brushes,
and paper. Of course, the subjects first
chosen were hiis from the hunt. | was
a high-school dropout long before the
term was coined. | got a {o in Eaton’'s
advertising department illustrating ads
and then joined Brigden's Winnipeg
printing house. Charles Comfort was
there and he called the place The
Brigden School of Art. In those days—
1928 — an artist couldn’t possibly
make a living painting pictures. Varley,
the Gmup of Seven. all of them worked
for printers to support themselves.

In 1929 things went a bit sSlow so |
went to work in the Bank of Mentreal.
Here | was lucky. The manager was
Charles Broley, Whbtni ]?eg' S leading
amateur ornithologist. (There were no

rofessionals in Winnipeg at all.) Bro-
ey sent five of my pictures to Pergy
Taverner [legendary ormithologist and
author of the monumental Birds Of
Canada} in Ottawa. Tavemer replied
and | can still remember his words:
“The boy is not yet agreat bii artist,
but he has that which may make him
one. | am returning three of the five
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pictures and in liiu of the ‘other two |
enclose my cheque for 10 dollars.”
That was the greatest thing that ever
happened to me.

BiC: Whay brought you to the ROM?

Shertés Pure lack again. My friend
Ales Lawrence, who wrote a bird
column for the Winnipeg Free Press.
came East on a nip. He mi an
appointment and to fill in time sogped
in'to see Lester Snyder a the ROM.
Snyder complained that he had just lost
his assistant and would probably never
find a reg_lacement who was hoth inter-
ested in birds and had artistic ability.
Alex said he knew just the man so |
landed the job, Imagine! | was gettin
Pad for working with birds! Mg/ fir
ask was cleaning out boxes and mop
ping floors. But Snyder’s colleague Jm
Baillie soon took mie under his wing —
and you couldn’t get a better teacher.

BiCs Much of your time at the museum
was spent on expeditions to places as

- the browser

far apart as the High Arctic and East
Africa. Were the paintings done for the
nuseum?

Shortt: NO, they were done as a
hobby. That's one of the strange things.
| nevér did pajnt for the museum except
to illustrate Ontario and Arctic birds.
Long before | joined the museum | had
started t0 make a record of the faces of
birds and the head studies and portraits
were just a continuation of that. | guess
it hzﬁ: been the consuming passion of
ife.

myWhen | retired | had. al these studies
-— more than 1,200 of them. One d
Jack Mackenzie asked me to illustrate
an outdoorsman’s guide he was writ-
ing. Chris Ondaaltje, his publisher, took
a ook a my collection and the result is
the book published this month. I've got
a show coming up a the McLaughlin
Galleq[ that covers 50 years of my
work. The latest picture in it was dore
this-year. |t'S a robin the cat brought in
from the garden. O '

by Morris Wolfe

A transcontinental muncher muses about
the Donnellys, Bricklins, and E. K. Brown

ONCE AGAIN I've been travelling in
Canada: once again I've used Anne
Hardy’s Where to Eat in Canadaasa

uide — this time the 1977/78 edition
297 pages, $4.95 paper, Oberon) —

and once aﬁain I"ve been. aelighted. It
ar]}/thl ng, the book seems to get better
with age. It's a pleasure not only to eat
one's way through Hardy but aso to
read her for such gems as. **Sault Ste.
Riarie: We really have nothing to
recommend in the Sault. Loca people,
who seem to be even more %:ven to
babbi? than most. tell us that you
should try one of the following:"the
New Marconi, Cesira's, the Caswell

the Porterhouse and Basanti’s Small
Frye. We have”

THE DONNELLY industry is at it again. A
Donnelly movie is on'its way, based on
a screenplay -by film-makers Leonard
Yakir and’Murray Markowitz. Now
William Crichton has turned their
ﬁr/l:reegpayd% a nov ) 9e5 Jonnelly

urders es, $1.95; paper
Paperlacks). Yaﬁ?rg I\/Iarkowitg.apand

fiction, but a *Complete and Authentic
Account Illugtrated” With Photographs
of Canada's Famous Feuding Family.”
The photoqrgaphs and other documents
reproduced here are interesting but the
text is‘overlong; it tells me much more
than | want to know. Lawyer Ray
Fazakas' " exhaustive researchi” is ex-
hausting.
*ax

aparT FROM Breskwater in Newfound-.
land. regional publishing in Eastern
Canada has been much Tess vigorous
than has regiona publishing In the
West. Brunswick Press (Box 3370,

Chrichton's DonnellyS are martyrs —
poor misunderstood souts beset by
Insengitive neighbours. Any harm they
do is because, well, boys will be boys.
Ray Fazakas® The Donnelly Album,
on the other hand, (311 Pag&, $12.95
paper. Macmillan) offérs us, not
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Fredericton) maybe worth watching, a
least to judge by Bricklin (137

$6.25 paper). Authors H.A. Freder-
icks and Allan Chambers el the $torty
in fascinating detail of how that delight-
ful scoundrel, Malcolm Bricklin,
hoodwinked the New Brunswick gov-
ernment into (gnvmg him millions of
dollars to build a car. Bricklim, it turns
out, had never built anything that
worked. If enough New Brunswickers
read this book, the Haifield government
will have trouble getting redlected.

= * *

THE CANADIAN Biographical Studies
series makes Use of origina research
collected for the Dictionary of Cana-

- —— e s

dian Biography to assemble modest
book-length studies of important
figures not otherwise thus treated. The
books are inexpensively produced
through the photo-reduction of ty‘%~_|

script. He H. Stevens by Richard Wil-
bur (244 pages, $9.50 cloth, U of T

Press) 1S the Sxth book in thil Series.
Although it's not especialy well writ-
ten, the tory it tells makes it hard to pot
down. Stevens, a Red Tory. left
Bennett's cabinet in 1934 because of its
lack of social concern to form the
Reconstruction Party. It's interesting to
geculate on what might have been had

evens () joined the CCF as many
urged him to do, or (b& replaced
Bennett as leader of the Conservative
Party in the 1935 election.

8 * =

e{dward) k(illoran) BROWN (1905-
1951) is known to CanLit specialists
for his collection of essays On Cana
dian Poetry. The rest of hi work
has been -unavailable unless one
searched thmugh back issues of such
magazines as the Manitoba Arts Re-
view and the Civil Service Review.
David Staines of Harvard University
has culled those magazines and assem-
hled F K_Brown™ Responses and

Evaluations: Essays on Canada
($3.50, 314 pages, New Canadian

lerary). The title comes from E.K.
Brown’s definition Of the critic as “a
senditive reader who can explain his
responses and evauations” Bmwn not
only exRIams his responses and evalua-
“tions, he. does so in prose that's never
|less than a pleasure to read. My favour-
ite Brown essay, “The Neglect of
American Literature,” appeared in
Saturday. Night in 1931. In it Brown
complains that university graduates in
Canada “go out to teach English with-
out having read an essay of Emerson or
Lowell, a poem of Whitman or Lanier,
or a novel of Hawthome or Henry
James. In only one of our universities is
American litérature (I;|ven a place more
generous than Anglo-Saxon is given.”

* x *

Euen ROSEMAN and Phil Edmonston’s
Canadian Consumers  Survival
Guide -(347 pages, $6.95. General)
Seems hasiily put together. ST it's
hard to imagine a user of the book who
wouldn't (]q back many times $6.95 in
savings. It's curious, therefore, that
consumer books such as this don't sell
better than th?/ do, especiadly when
one consders” the amount of money
people seem willing to poor into com-
paratively valueless psychological
sef-help books.

E ] * *

. S. Hallman (90 pages, $5.95 paper,

|_1énnns: Broadcasting in Canada, by
eneral), provides an excellent brief
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introduction to probably the most com-
phlicated broadcasting system in the
world ... The Canadian Film
Digest's 1977 Yearboek (176 pa%es,
Film Publications of Canada, 175
Bloor Street East, Toronto) is the best
available collection of statistical and
other information on the Canadianfilm
industry. Did you know that Canadians
paid their way into movie theatres 247
million times in 1952, the year tele-
vision came to Canada, but only 84
million timesin 1975?. .. Mark Satin’s

New Age Politics. 1he Emerging
New Alternative to Marxism and
Li i 1.50' er
Fairweather Press, 2344 Spruce St.,
‘Vancouver) is worth alook. It's an
intelligent attempt-in the tradition of
such writers as Theodore Roszak — to
synthesize a number of current trends

. Twentieth Century Canadian
Composers by lan L. Bradley (222
pages. $10 cloth, G.L.C. Publishers,
115 Nugget Avenue, Agincourt, Ont.)
is not a good example of the book-
making art. But it performs an impor-
tant function in offering a descriptive
analysis of works by 10 composers
recorded by the CBC and available
through the Canadian Collection.
Composers included are; Healey Wil-
fan, Claude Champagne, Sir Ernest
Campbel MacMillan, Murkay Adas-
kin, John Weinzweig, Jean Papineau-
Couture, Robert Turner. Harry Freed-
man. Rem Mercure, and ‘R. Murray
Schafer. O

on/ofi/set

by Len Gasparlni

Some lively sparks, a light in the basement, an
exploding’head, and the usual lamentations.

A CURIOUS and Seemingly unavoidable
situation is developing in our publish-
ing industry, especially with books of
poetry. Toronto has long been the
dominating power, but that is quickly
changing. Book publishing has become
decentralized to the extent that pub-
lishers outside of Ontario have gone
gtrictly regional, and that worries me
because it is unhedlthy. | have dis-
cussed ‘this unfortunate phenomenon
with fellow poets, magazine editors,
and several book publishers, and the
consensus is, to quote Grain editor
Caroline Heath in aletter to me, that
“the range of our publishing industry is
too limited, and regional publishing is
not an answer to that.” Perhaps thii
situation is a backlash to Toronto's
smug literary incest; ﬁerhaps it goes
deeper, having something to do with
the paranoid issue concerning the
divisibility of this country. But what-
ever the reason, one thing is certain:
them is a mania to get into print
re?ardl ess of geographical dictates and
cultural relay races. As always, the
poets grumble and growl. Everybody
wants a piece of theaction. At least the

books I review in this column provide &
vivid cross-section of what is happen-
ing in Canadian poetry.

In Quebec, New Delta Press, an
offshoot of Louis Dudek’s erstwhile
Delta Books, has released four new

collections of Eoetry: Sparks, b

e Road to Arginos, by[David Sol- |
way (65 pages. $2.50 paper); and

Milarepa (98 pages, $2.50 paper) and
Left Hand l\f?d_(_‘zﬁ_ga&ép_i%z.%
paper), both by Richard Sommer.

parks is ‘a lively volume pf short’
poems. The themes Harris writes about
are universal, and his imagery boils
with fresh poetic diction, asin “The
Poet at Seaside,” where he says “the
best the sea/ could leave me,’ is wet,
goosebump?/, coldfevery | asif once
my skin-chilled hide / had feather for
cover.” The collection is slightly un-
even, but some of the poems maintain
the graceful stability of akedl.

Solway’s The Road fo Arginos is
Hellenically inspired, Hebraically felt,
and henristically recorded — truly a
neoclassica task. The poems arestrue-
tured in neat stanzatc patterns with

Ferartofars has a Canadian Indian spoken so eloguently, so sim
acd oo morhigly abont the culture of hiz pcople, and about ﬂleirm

esgraffans for the futurc.

by 5. Kostenuk & J. Griffin

SACRED

by Ch'>f John Snow r&;':c.::ah:ﬁ the oubjcet.™
Angonc wcho had wondurcd why the Indlan is not content with hia lot In Jfe Bings '

ohould read thla boale

;A g RCAF Squadrons and Alrcrafit

This fMlactrated bistory of the Royal Canadion Alr Forec cquadrons
rcprecents over fificon yeara of reacarch by tive of Canada’s leading
aatigriticn, with aver 450 photographs af ectual afrerait uned by the
BCAF pquadrons; this boolk appcals to all ages, to aviation Bujfa,
wmodcllers, algforce perconncl, *

roading. ard il Bkely becore the otandard

Fremik 2 Fercarad by Rafph Serivhaner. Ut Goudrant, Fronince of Alera

SAMUEL STEVENS

125 Bermondsey Road, Toronto, Canada M4A I1X3

32, KW pacrs

188 phzenraghs
Leng 5 rx 9" afaen=1
$12S5cicth
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various rhyme schemes; sometimes the
metre is overdone, but, the poems
manage to capture the essence Of their

subject matter. “The Journey,” “In
Defence of Marriage,” and “The
Piano in the House in the Woods'™ are
excellent examples of Selway’s talent.

Milarepa is @ rather unusual  sequ-
ence of Buddhistic poems by Richard
Sommer. The title evidently refers to
the name of a Tibetan poet/yogi/bodhi-
sattva who died in the 12th century. |,
for one. am unmoved by the monoton-
ously meditative cadence of these
Poems. The nirvanic ideal, or the
vegetal attainment of it, does not be-
long in poetry. Poetry is the imagina-
tive expreséia of passion, pain, love,
and delusion.

Sommer’s other book, Left Hand
Mind, also leaves me cold. The poems
areprinted in the author’s handwriting,
and thisis supposed to be mystical in a
left-handed sort of way. Ail | can say is
that Sommer would be wise simply N
concentrate on writing poetry. Ambi-
dexterity may be good for ajuggler, but
one hand mashes the other.

The Light Is on My Shoulder. by
Ted Plantos (Fiddlehead Poetry Books,
36 pages, unpriced). The short impre-
ssionistic poems of Plantos may not
always mirror the intensely human or
seamier aspects of Toronto's Cabbage-
town, but he is an indispensabl e part of
thismilieu asan organizer of poetry

K

coniact: .

Canada, Lid.

readings at the House on Gerrard. The
poemsin his new collection are wistful
and delicately imagistic. Thereisan
amost deliberate avoidance of cyni-
cism and anger, and Plantos seemsN *
have achieved a certain polish and
visionary splendor. “*Kneeling at Y our
Shrine” integrates diffuse elements of
feding into a style totally hi own. His
poems are often beatitudes.
angehouse, by Michael Tre

eebov (Tumstone Press, 37 pages
unpriced). Starthin mag orsand a
fluently colloquial enjambment style,
which'looks easier than it is, charae-
terize the poetry of Tregebov. His

oems seem to shape the environment

e livesin, and he observes things with
the eyes of apainter: “The morning
dawn/char ges through the window/lie
horses of batter.”” And: *'...water
lilies, pausing and passin%_like blotted
inks;/Heavy as stars....”” Thelyricism
is there, but it is often shaded by layers
of meaning.

e e it

When the Animal Rises from the
Deep the Head Explodes, by L udwig

Zeller (Mosaic Press/Valley Edition+
133 pages, $5.95 paper). This beauti-

The Martyrology: Books 3&4, by
hp Nichol (Coach House Press, un-

1 . 1. ™
o

iFor further information please

.. Collier Macmillan

paged, unprlced?. This volumeisa
continuation of Nichol's epistemo-
logical obsessions, a descriptive cata-
logue, as it were, of states of con-
sciousness, detailing Jove, hate, and
whatnot. The style is somewhat rambl-
ig and prosy, like the soul’s odyssey.
“Perhaps the journey is into darkness/
enter the well between your lady’s
legs. ...”" I agree.

COLLIER MACMILLAN Sr

ANNOUNCES THEY ARE |
.. NOW THE CANADIAN
"~ #¥ DISTRIBUTORS FOR

¢ .I
A

ORBIS PUBLISHING

ORBIS list in,
our Fall Catalogue .

o Full-colour illustrations
k o Authoritative text .

Y, o Invaluable
reference books

o Entertaining and
informative

jr LMHTE_ (ENGLAN)
I See the complete "

fully printed book containes 15 sur-
realist poems and 17 collages. Itisa
trilingual edition of the original

Spanish, with an English version by

John Robert Colombo in collaboration
with Susana Wald, and a French ver-
sion by Therese Dulac Gutierrez. The
poems are stylistically reminiscent of
Andre Breton's. They are filled with a
terrible, dreamlike strangeness. But 1
still prefer, in comparison, the dazzling
world of Mark Strand and James Tate.
Somebody Left the Light on hi the
Basement, by Avron Hoffman (Inter-
media Press, 91 pages, $4.95 paper).
And | hope the light stays on because
Hoffman's puckish satire penetrates the
nooks and crannies of human nature
like a centipede. Thisis Hoffman’s
10th book, and thii ismy first intro-
duction N his work. It sparkles with
humour and insight; it's like a shot of
penicillin, His “Lunch Hour Poems’
turn the straight world upside down.
shaking out the loose change. He now
dwells in Vancouver, wherehe also fills
the somach of his Muse by working as
a short-order wok. How can Van-
couver ever be the same after savouring
this special of surreal ham and eggs? |
heartily prescribe this book for anyone
suffering from ennui of the tongue.
Thaw, by Douglas Smith (Four

. 11258 Leslie street LT

. Dan Mills, Ontario M3C 2K2 &'
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Humours Press. 38 pages, $4.50
%anper). | detect a certain timidity in
ith’s poetry, as if he were afraid to
unleash too much eolour. His land-
scapes have a grey, undefinable aura

about them: “Windows fill with emp
. weather is wind-chewed:

branches dance/as if irf zero gravity.” .

“ Scarecrow”  isprobably the best piece
because it is flehed with a poignancy
of feding that evokes, or rather, in-
volves the metaphysical. The other
poems. though caréfully constructed,
move too limply to make it on their
own. Everything iS lifeless, and object
are seen through a haze. The “thaw’.” is
moxe like a fade-out.

| Never Wanted to Be the Holy

first impressions.

Ghost, by Nancy Senior (Fiddlehead
Poetry Books, 40 pages, unpriced).

“But the Comrorter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you al things,
and bring al things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever | have said unto
ou” Sz, John #4:26). Having qluoted
his soothing piece of scripture, | have
no desire to be facetious or profound.
But the poems in this pamphlet are not
very good. There are t00 many clichés,
too much sermonizing, and a traffic jam
of bad images. | can derive more
El_easure from the baroque verses of

ichard Crashaw than | can find rhyme
or reason’ for this type of stuft. O
scourge and lamentations! O

by Davld Helwig
I —

Politics, as practised by the Pharoah
face and in a far, far seedier place

Child of the Morning. by Pauline

Gedge. Macmillan. 403 %age& $9.95

cloth ISBN 0 77 |
e Common | Ouci X AL

Kennleyside, Doubleda‘\\/;, 22 é) €5,

$7.95 cloth (ISBN 0 385 1227 g?

PAULINE GEDGE'S Child Of the Morn-
ing is a_highly romantic chronicle of the
lives of beautiful and passionate charac-
ters in the exotic setting of Ancient
Egypt. A sort of Gone with the Sand.
He felt the eyes of the women on him in
speeulation, but he did not sénse their
admiration. He did not yet see what they
saw: a tall young man with the grace of the
legendary panther and a face that beckoned
in sensual invitation. A man, moreover,
with the stamp of a power all his own ih his
:ron:;g forehead ant'm’ha swift, capable
ands.

The book is more than this, but first of
al it is what used to be called *a good
read.” long and eventful (though in
gructure it is a chronicle without a
dramatic knitting up of plot) and treat-
ing of high passons'in a rich and
ornamenta’ setting, a perfect diverson
for a certain kind of reader.

Child of the Merning tellS the story
of Hatshe%sut. the only woman ever t0
be Pharaoh. It begins When Hatshepsut
is a child with no expectation of a
sgnificant mle in the dynasty. Her
wedl: half-prother will be Pharaoh and
her sensitive older sister the roya
woman of pure blood that he must
many_according to the dynastic laws of
inheritance. After her older Sister is
poisoned. the pmud and energetic Hat-
shepsut becomes a siggificant figure,
and her father concelves the ided that
she should become Paraoh rather than
merely Divine Consort.

The rest of the book traces her career
from that point to the moment of her

death, a suicide forced by her successor
as King of Egypt.

In an interesting structura irony, the
nephew-son Who destroys Hatshepsut
IS a sort of r&carnation of the proud
father who conceived her as Pharaoh,
She is a powerful woman, but the final
power of the law is with the men.
~ Pauline Gedge writes well, in a%le
ust on the edge of high-flown. The

0k's grest achievements are the
character of Hatshepsut and the im-
aginative recongtruction of the Egypt of
the aristocrats. Hatshepsut iS a proud,

assionate, intensely” ambitious yet

umane woman, The reader is led to
feel her total belief in her own divine
mission. She believes hersalf to be what
the theology gnd politics of the time tell
her she is, the incarnation of the God.
Her fierce-ambition and her ideglism
both spring from thii. The world she
moves in is dl artifice and ornament. a
creation’ of historical and literary im-
agination that provides a sensuous Set-
ting in which the characters can play
out their destinies. Pauline Gedge has
committed hersdf to what she under-
stands as the values of dynastic E?(ypt,
anld_ dtl][ls commitment gives the book Its
solidity.

Theyother first novel this month, The
Common Touch by T. A. Keenleyside,
is also about palitiCs, but the world here
is geographicaly larger and emotion-
aly more limited. Instead of the bril-
liant machinations of a divine monar-
chy, we observe the seedy manipula-
tions Of internationa diplomacy.

The Common Touch takes place in
Bukara, afictional country in Southeast
Ada, whiih is in a state of political
uarest. The Ugly Americans are up to
their usua dirty tricks, and the Bland

n————— o w mre i m e e

OISE presents...

Upper Canada in the 1830s and
New France: 1713-| 760 present
acolourful, authentic picture of
the periods through primary
sources. The readings deal with
social, economic, and political
issues, and were selected for the
high school level. $5.25 and S4.75
respectively

Women in Canadian Seciety

A case-study approach to the
current econnomic, legal, and
socia status of women. The con-
text is Canadian; the concerns
are universal. 52.75

The Changing Resource Kit

A unique tool that offers an inte-
grated approach to Earth as the
primary resource in land and re-
sources management. Its aim s to.
stimulate teachers, students, and
everyone involved in protecting
our environment to fmd a new
awareness in the workings of
nature. The Kit includes a
Teacher’s Guide, a28-min. 16 mm.
colour fdm, and eolourcoded
resource material. $195; $80 for
extra SEtS Of resource materials.

Innovation in School Psychology
Inthis collection of readings,
scholars and practitioners focus
on major issues in school psychol-
ogy and offer new insights into
relations among school [()gchol-
0ogy, counselling, Special education,
and consyltation-with teachers.
$6.95

Demand for Part-Time Learning
in Ontario -

Part-Lime adult leaming is a force
to be reckoned with everywhere;
this well-documented book gives
vauable suggestions and insight
into trends in thiS growing field.

Ask for a complete Iist of titles
when you order from:
Publications Sales

The Ontario Ingtitute for Studies
in Education

252 Bloor Street West

Toronto, Ontario

Canada M558 1Vs

Orders of $20 and under must be
prepaid; please include a 5%
handling charge (minimum 25¢).
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Canadians are going along.

Keenleyside has been a Canadian
diplomat. and the book is enriched by a
detailed and convincing sense of what
lifeis like in the foreign service. The
book’s hero. James Rutherford, is a
Canadian representative at the UN
when the story opens. The chargé
& affaires in Bukara dies'on the operat-
ing table after a ear accident, and
Rutherford is sent in hisplace.

Rutherford is an idealist with au
interest in developing countries and
goes to the job hoping to do some real

ood for the people of Bukara. The
ok shows how those areund him in
the emb. misinterpret or mis-
understand the situation and play into
the hands of the powerful self-interest
of the Americans.

The central ideological conflict in
Bulara is between those who want to
improve tbe lives of tbe people within
the traditional agricultural framework
nnd those who want to tum the country
into au imitation of the industrial West.
Rutherford is on the side of tradition,
and so are al the good guys in the book.

Characterization here takes second
place to the statement of theme. Those
on the right side are sensitive, aware,
intelligent. Those on the wrong side are
boorish and stupid. Thereisafamiliar
subplot in which Rutherford’s wife
straysinto the armsofia lustful Aussie
because her hushand is aways at work,

T i el ik s Vo A

but it adds nothing to the book.

While there is little depth to the
book, tbeplotdoes dramatize a credible
and complex political situation. It's
here that Keenleyside's knowledge of
the territory serves him well. The way
in which Rutherford is trapped between
hi own department and the Canadian
aid agency and his frustrating inability
to get his perceptions across to his
superiors give the reader, at times, a
sense of goodwill battering its head
against the walls of existing institu-
tions. )

The book would be stronger if we
knew more details about the political
developments in Bukara. The demonst-
rations become more violent, the coun-
try brings itself to the brink of change,
but them is little developed sense of just
how this is happening. Rutherford
becomes friendly with the leader of tbe
political opposition, but this man seems
to do little but smile and deliver lec-
tures. There is no sense of how heis
involved in the creation of a climate of
rebellion, and this makes the book’s
ending, in which Rutherford quits dip-
lomacy to go to work for him, seem flat
and naive.

On the other hand, the dramatization
of how foreign policy is used to serve
domestic political ends — in the state.
visit of a Canadian prime minister. for
example-is bitterand convincing. U

Letters to
the Editor

ONE MAN'S RACK.. .

Sir

Your May Issue includes an article, **You're All
Riiht Jack™ by Phul Surguy, most of which is an
interesting ad well-researched look at the
mass-paperback publishing industry in Canada.
However, the article does include two errors that
I thought | might point out.

The first of these errors causes me considerable
concem.’It is reported in the article that | called
the wholesalers declarations Of desire 10 see
Canndian paperbacks on their racks *‘crap.”” In
fact. what | wy responding to was the claim that
the Periodical Distributors of Canada have made
that 30% of the Faperback books they sell are
Caradian. what | said was thet if by that they
meant that 30% of the paperbacks they sold were
Canadian-authored then that statement was erap.
However, Iconceded that if they meant that 30%
were manufactured in Canada then that was a
possibility. | did say that the mass-paperback
market is the most effectively closed business that
I've seen. The fact is that, o a very high degree.
publishing and distribution of mass-paperback
books iS concentrated in the bands of relatively
few companies and that companies attempting to
break into the market have not been successful,

1 want to stress that 1 do not have any view atall
&s to the motivation Of the vast mﬂljnﬁty of the
wholesalers who operate in Canada. | don’t even
know more than one oritwo of them. However, as
| observed and as your article observes. It is easy
to See that the resnlt hag been not very much
change at all in this market — repardless of their
motivation.
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By Charles M. Schulz

Charlie Brown... Snoopg( '
they’re all here in the one dicti

paperback.
HIGHLIGHTS

o Large, easy-to-read type.
o Quality binding, made to last.

Now in paperback from Scholastic . . .

THE CHARLIE BROWN DICTIONARY

{Based on The Rainbow Diclionary by Dy, Wendelt H. Wright}

. Woodstock .. Linus . Lucy —
onary kids will actuallyusant to own.
Never has there been aliveier, thou& educationally accurate
and tested, dictionary — one that will make young readers eager
to ook up new words. And now it's available as a popular, affordable

o 2400 definitions — suitable for use in schools.
o Appealing, oversize format: 8%" x 11%, 400 pages.

o Over 580 full-colour illustrations of the whole Peanuts gang in action.

FOR BOOKSELLERS. ..
|O-Copy Floor Display

atop his doghouse.
Retail Price: $5.95.

SCHOLASTIC BooK SERVICES

An eye-catching display for any store! It features everyone's
Havourite beagle, Snoopy, in hi classic pose — asleep

123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill, Ontario. L4C 3G5.

m
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Ialso vaanted to note that there is a very serious
problem in the analysis that is offered in the latter
part of the article, What the writer does is to note
that 165 mass-paperback titles out of a total of
1.950 were written by Canadians and to com|
that with the 2.159 agality-nanerhack books
written by Canadians out of what he cites as a
tota] of 2,586. What the writer has got completzly
wrong is the total number of English-languspe
quality paperback books released in Canada each
year. The figure would be many times lareer than
2,586. My puess would bethe total is pm-i&iy at
the very least 30.000 to 40.000. As o result, |
think that none of the analysis that follows this
statistical abservation is at all valid.

Paul Ardley
. Executive Director,
Associtation of Canadian Publishers. Toronto

M. Surguy replies: My article was ar attempt
to come to grips with an extremely complicated
subjuct. If in my necessary condensation of Mr.
Audley's remarks I misapplied his use of the word
““crap.” I apologize torall concerned.

... ANOTHER’S OPINION

Sir

As chafrman of the Canadian Publications Com-
mittee of Periodical Distributers of Canada, |
must take strong exception to certain statements
in the article “*You're All Right, Jack," pub-
lishad in your May issue.

I” this article, Paul Avdley, executive director
of the Association of Canadian Publishers. is
quoted as saying that the declorations of desire by
vhalesale distribution companies to promote
Canadian paperbacks are so much *‘erap."” |
understand Mr. Audley has written to advise t_y(:u
that this quote was taken out of context of his
remarks. Hovrever, that is really not my point.

My point is that Books in Canada, if it is to
adhere (o an acceptable level of responsible
journalism, -has on cbligation (like any other
publication) to provide fair and balanced cover-
age of any contentious situation about which it
chooses to report.

Y/hy didn’t your reporter contact a wholesaler
representative for a reaction-to tbe “‘crap™
statcment? R

If he had, he would have quickly found out that
such a” allezationis unjustified (as Mt. Aadley
apparently concedes), and he would have found
out that v-holesalers are quite to promote
the sale of any Canadian mass-market paperback
books that ar2 made available to them for retail
distribution. ’

This whole subject of Canadian paperbacks is
baing arpued out with am almost complete Jack of
factual information. To begin with, nobody really
know how many Canadian-authored paperback
titles ate made available in Canada each year.
ko “tony are offered to wholesale distribartors
and how many are told.

Not is there eve” common ! on what
constitutes o Canadian paparback. Does it include
a book written by a Canadian anthor but pub-
lished by a non-Cenadian company? Or a book
authered by a non-Canadian but published by a
Cangdian coml;;any‘.' :

If your articlehad addrassed itself to determin-
ing there fant; ather than publishing an appar-
ently distorted version of aii Incomplete remark
(without, as | say. a” opportunity for the group

2ing aceused to respond to the allegation), then
it would have served a more useful purpose.

The fact remains that Canadian wholesalers
vigoronsly promote the sale of the paperback
books that are made available to them. All that is
needed is for the Canadian authors to write mote
of them, and for Canadjan publishers to publish
mere of them.

Jack Shapiro
‘Toronto

SOREEBODY C A RED
Sir:
In your May issue. Phil Surguy rays that figures

for McClelland & Stewart paperbacks are only
available after 1972. A few years ago a non-profit

-~

research group called CANLIT published the
results of their study of 10 years of Canadian
Hterary publishing in The Lumberfack Report:
Engtisk Cedign Trade Book Publisher's Sales,
1963-1972 (Petetborough, 1976) by Delores
Broten. Their data are available in the computerat
the Institute for Behavioural Research al York
University. Copies of the report itself were
distributed through the industry, although |
suspect it may now be out of print.

1 enjoyed the emphasis in Sucguy"s article on
the publishing financial end of Canadian
literature. If more work is to be done on this vital
area of publishing, the research done by Pelores
Broten and CANLIT should not be allowed to
drop into oblivion. | hope that by publishing this
letter (late lhouﬁh it is) you will inform Canadian

students oft?u lishing of the existence of this
repori and of 'O -years waorth of historical dam.

Margery Fee

Otrawa

ERREUR CHEZ US

Sir:
| recall once congratulating you on the excellent
record of Books In Canadain always crediting
translators in reviews of their work. Now,
however. | most withdraw my congratulations,
for the time being, atleast. On page 25 of the June
issue there js a review of two translated works —
How Lévesque Won (Pierre Dupont) and Réné
Lévesque: Portrait of a Québécols (Jean Prove-
ncher?-—-— in which no mention is made of the
translators (Sheila Fischman ad David Ellis),
either at tbe top of the review or in the text. I’
fact, only a vague reference to the Rat appear-
ance in English of the Provencher book gives
any indication that tbe books in question ate
not original English works.

| do mot need to impress upen you how
important it is that translators should always be
recognized and that their names should always
appear. at the very minimum. along with the
name of the original author at the head of reviews
of their work.

Joyce Marshall

(for Association des Traducteurs Litiéraires/
Literary Translators' Association)

Toronto

SWEENY AGONISTES

Sic:

There are & great number of factual errors as well
as emotional excesses in Brian Young’s May
miew of my biography, George-Erienne Car-
ter. If be wants to send me & stomped self-
addressed envelgpe. | will answer them all, but
some are just too outrageous to let pass in public.

Cartler did not, as Young claims, avoid "tHe
““trap” of letting Lower Canadians vote on the
Co’fiederafion prgposals. As a believer in Re-
sponsible Government — that is, governing
without the use of referendum -he felt that the
votes of the magiorhy of French members were a
sufficient test o f popular will.

His assertion that Cartier's nationalism “‘ex-
tended about es far as Montreal’s eity limits” is
palpably absurd, as Younig will see if he cares to
remave his nose from the ical registry office and
look. for ‘example, at Cartier’s brilliant dealings
to bring B.C. into Confederation.

The whole review is of thir low calibre, but |
don’t want to belabour the point, or maich his
propagande with my wit. Some prominent his-
torians have praised my book to the skies, others
hawe damnad it tn hell, Fajrw' Mmm
both sides have tried to make a good, well-written
case of it, All I can say is that of all the reviews I
have received. be they good or bad. his is ina
elass by itself. It doesn’t even insult my intelli-

gence.

A final -word of advice to Mt. Young: if he
persists In his own profect to writea biography of
Carder, he had better do something about his
historical mind-set. or he is going to rum into
someveriserinus trouble. What this country does
not need 1s a boring”biography of Cartier, or.even

!
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Mew!
The History of the
West Comes Alive-.

UNDER THE SWEETGRASS SKY
by James A. MacNeill .

A n anthology of fascinating shor
storles based on events and happen,
ings in the west between 1870 an¢
1900.

ISBN 0-920284-04-3 57 .50

PRAIRIEFIRE

by James A. MacNsill

A colleclion c| MacNeill's finest poems
with black and white and color photos.
$3.95

THE HUTTERITE PEOPLE

by. Dor C. Barneft and

Lowry R. Knight,

Universily cf Saskatchewan

Volume | of cur “People cl Our Land'
series written for grads IV. V laval.
ISBN 0-220254-02-7 $4.75

STUDIES IN LITERATURE

by Conrad Romuld

A student’s handbook for studylng the
various genres in literature. Also Con-
tains a complete glossary of literary
terms.

ISBN 0-820284-05-1 $4.75

Alsg New. . .
Block Parent Program
Publications

1. WHERE DO WE RUN?

by Sheryl Madsen

Children’s favorite animal characters
illustrate how the Block Parent home
Is & place of safety. Full color.

ISBN 0-920284-00-0 $3.50

2. BLOCKY NEVER FORGETS

by Angela Korber

Blocky the elephant remembers his
Block Parent advice and avoids
danger.

ISBN 4920284-01-B $3.50

3. TEACHER’S SHOW CARDS for
taaching the Black Parent Stery. Fut
color. Set c| 12 cards 89.00

4. CLASSROOM DISPLAY POST-
ERS showlng Block Parent safely lips.
set Of 4 posters $5.00

Note — These publications carmy the follov-
Ing notation: “ The words Block Parent and
the Block Parent symbol ara certificatlon
marks of The Canada Safety Council, Ot.
tava.”

WESTERN EXTENSION COLLEGE
EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS

804 Central Ave.. Saskataon,
Saskatchewan $S7N 2G6 -

(3086) 373-6399
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Painting in Canada

A history

Second edition

J. Russell Harper

Acknowledged for a decade as the
‘ultimate authority,’ Harper's classic
study of Canadian painting from the
seventeenth century to 1960 is now
availabie in 2 compact edition. Al-
though the size and number of illus-
trations have been reducad, the text
has not. It has been revised and ex-
panded, reflecting the most up-to-
date research on the subject. The
volume contains 173 black and white
illustrations — 45 of them not in- }
cluded in the first edition — which
allow the reader to see representa-
five works from all periods. 'Harper
adds a dimension to Canadian art
we had no idea existed.” Saturday
Night $12.50 paper, $29.50 cloth

The RMiracle of
the Empty beds

A history of tuberculosis in
Canada

George Jasper Wherrett

In 1208 every time the clock struck
the hour during the night two Cana-
dians died of tuberculosls. Today
mention of the disease, once the
most dreaded and deadly of killers,
often provokes only surprise that it
still axists. This book presents the
dramatic story of how tuberculosis
was successfully attacked and con-
trolled in Canada through a combln-
ation of medical and socfal meas-
ures, and through the efforts of dedl-
cated professional and voluntary lay
workers. $12.50

prices are those suggested at time of
publication

University of
Toronto Press
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an jrrelevant one, because although the dogs may
bark, the caravan does indeed move on.

Alastair Sweeny

Ouawa

NOT POETRY, ‘WORDS’

Sir:
Once again, Books in Canada advocates banning
a Lester & Orpen book, Last fall, it was French

Canajan, He? by Mark M.Orkin; thistime itisa .-

poetry book no less— Words for Love & Hate &
the Long Nights in Betveen by Anita Latner
(May). -

To suggest that this book (or any book for that
matter) be banned is at once irmesponsible and
revealing of the reviewer's (Len Gasparini)
misconceptions regarding Anita Latner’s work.
As the tide advises, this is a book of words —not
sonnels or ballades or thymes or straphes, or
whatever else Mr. Gasparini may have been
looking for — simply words, that nevertheless
reflect the feelings and concerns of a great many
women taday. Mr. Gasparini may disagree ot feel
uncomtortable with the sentiments expressed, but

. he would be deluding himself were he lo question

their truthfulness or validity. Anita Latner writes
simply butdirecly. She invites the reader to share
her perceptions of the world around her, and does
not pretend to'do otherwise. Het style is all her
own and it is one entirely suited to her message
and purpose.

It would be interesting to have a2 woman
reviewer's renction to the book.

Barbara Purchase

Editor, Lester & Orpen

. Taronto
IT'S CHIC TO FORGET

Sir:
Among the tribulations many of us had to
contend with during the Hungry Thirties were the
smart-ass smirkings of such critics as John
Redfem, who reviewed Eight Men Speak and
Other Plays in your April issue.
1object, as one of the writers represented in the
ook, to your critic’s flip denigrations of the
protest theatres of the period. Typical of the
Redfern jaundice are these Olympian judgmens:
**A raucons book noisy with shouls of protest
... a host of blatant titles like Uniry, Scleniific

- Socialism, Elght Men Speak ... cartoon:like

workers . . . dirty rich-boss-pigs . . . Ryan and his
buddies . . . only n step up from soap-box, ranting
. . . rabble-rousing skits. .. .™

The review occasionally and tentatively ap-
proaches almost a glimmer of perception, but
your reviewer pulls back a good distance from the
brink of humanity and involvement. .

It is chic in some circles today, as it was in the
Depression ‘Thirties, to toss pejoratives and 10
sneer at writers and other artists identified with
social protest.

Oscar Ryan
‘Toronto

NO CHEAP PLACE?

Sir:

I'm really pissed off re the outrageously high
price of $13.95 for Warner Troyer's No Safe
Place, an outstanding expesé of mercury pollu-
tion among the Native Peaple in Northem Ontario
and the government’s continuing cover-up of this
serious health hazard. Clarke Irwin published the
book last April, ] believe,

When I recently phoned Clatke Irwin's pro-
motion manager lo complain about the high price
and asked herto justify it, she casually mentioned
the **usua] production costs.” This fast and glib
reply doeén't satisfy me. Why the hell should a
book by a Canadian author, about Canadians, and
a life-threatening health hazard directly affecting
thousands of Canadians be so prohibitively -
expensive? Clarke Irwin knows, or should know,
that millions of potential Canadian readers can't
afford $13.95. And since most public libraries

e e h—r . — e ———

seldom stock more than two copies of any book,
most Canadian readers will not get a chance to
read iL. The paperback edition of No Safe Place,
Clarke Irwin's PR says, shoutd be out in 1978 at
roughly **half the hard cover price’” — or §5.50.
Big deal. A price of $2.50 would be more
reasonable and make the book more accessible to
the reading public.

But.then, like most publishers, Clarke Trwin
appears to be more committed to reaping: (ripping
off) profits than reaching Conadian readers.

Incidentally, 1 womder i Clarke Irwin has
bothered sending complimentary copies of Ne
Safe Place to the band and treaty council chiefs
and other Native People on Grassy Narrows and
White Dog reserves where most Ontario victims
of mercury poisoning and Minimata Disease are
struggling to survive.

Don Weitz
Community Health Worker
Toronto
DON’T QUESTION TM
Sir:

For whatever his reasons, Rjchard Lubbock, in
his review of The lon Effect (May), incorrectly
labels the Transcendental Meditation Program a

nacea, and lumps it in with numerous specious
ads.- Despile his science background, he obvi-
onsly hasn't- examined the velumes of scientfic
research on the TM Program, which validares
beyond question the benefits reported by mil-
lions of people from all walks of kife. The higlﬂ{
effective use of TM on military bases, in school
systems, priscns, mental institnions, and by
federal civil servants, also proves beyond doubt
the reality and efficacy of the TM program. TM is
taught by 2 non-profit, educationzl organization,
the Intemnational Meditation Society, and course
fees have tax-deductible status. Xosher,
n'est-ce-pas, M. Lubbock?

Nicker Vandervoort
. Instructor, TM Program
' Guelph, Ont.
BLAME FYODOR
Sin

David Helwig's review of my novel Price in your
June/Tuly issue is shrewd and serious enavgh to
deservg a response. .

About the sans serif type, Helwig is right. I
didn't like the face myself. The history of our
Square Deal choice Is complex and amusing and

has to do with regional disparity but essentially,

Helwig is right.

The idea that the narrative method belongs to
the Conrad tradition is also probably right. The
book went through many versions. The problem
was a choice between third-person narration and
first. Since the book — at onc level — was
supposed to go beyond a private psyche (one of
the themes — liberal individualism and its public
demise) a compromise was reached in which the
first-perstn narator should try to match third-
person omniscience, Tt was not Conrad who
suggested the solution, but, strangely enough,
Dostoyevsky, whom I dislike. 1 remember read-
ing Dostoyevsky one afterncon and thinki?i;
““That's it! A first-persom narrator who-is unob-
trusive.” And I cast the book finally — perhaps
wrongly — in that mould. This is not to quarrel
with Helwig’s view. I read, teach and like Conrad
a greatdeal, and it is likely that I have unwittingly
adopted a lot of Conrad"s manner. Whatever the
truth, Helwig's view is certainly provocaiive: it
makes me think. )

A more important matrer is his very much
deeper thinking about fate: "*The effect of

publishing circumslomees and accidents oo a -

book"s success.” 1 may be incorcect but Helwig
leaves the impression that a book *'published in
Fllln_r'lonelown“ is not very likely to be “*success-
ul. .

Again Helwig is on the right track, but 1 am
myself immediately led to two inescapable con-
clusions.
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Thefirst conclusion is *“*old hat,”’ tsjp I won't
labour it. It involves the Canadian CONCItION: For
Charlottetown in Helwig's thoughtful parapraph,
read Toronto: and then re-think the notion of
**successfulness.””

Thave just retnmed from cuter space —
Europa, tie Carfbbean, and South America —
having been sent there on a lecturing tour by
Canadian External Affairs. In all these places, |
was asked abour Canadian writers who are
household names in Toronto. Very few people
have ever heard of Hegh MacLennan, Margaret
Lavrence, Bob Kroetsch, Joyce Marshall. Mar-
ion Engel — to mention Canadian writers |
particularly admire and lii to talk about, What
*success” are we talking about? | do mi want to
prass the sore point of regional disparity, but |
would like writers as sensitive, serious and
intefligent as David Helwig to think twice before
they adopt Toronto or Ontario as the eplcentres of
wanversal success. | expect Americans to think
cthnocentrically. | sincerely hope we in Canada
can show more restraint.

My last points are very minor; they involve two
muticrsof fact. In Canada, Price is distributed {as
ore all Square Deal books) throush Bums &
MacEachern, so that whether or no a book i
published in Charlottetown iSnot really impor-
tant we hove wafional distribution. What i s
slightly morc important is the fact that we are now
concluding agreements with two |arge houses in
Europa which involve British and African rights
in Price. [N other words, whether Helwig is
carrect about the “*successfulness™ cf books
Eublished cut of Charlottetown is doubly debata-

Je Personally. | hope about Canadian books
published cut of ery region or eity of this very
creative and remarkable country that he is wrong:
that whatever we produce will have the widest
national and intemational interest and attention,

Réshard Gool
Editor, Square Deal Publications
Charottetown, P.E.IL

Mr. Helwig replies: The sort of ““success™ | had
in miind in the case of The Seventh Hexagram
includes sale of foreign rights, book-club sale
and vule of paperback rights 1o a large American
company. | know all oo well thar Canadian
writers ary fittle known outside this country; I
stronply suspect thar publication away

the centre increases the odds, just as '‘inter-
rational’” subject matter reduces them.

The question of "'success”™ for writers (and by
Hrar [ mean quite simply the attalnment of fame
uid moncy) is an intriguing one. After all, oncea
boak is set tn 1ype, nothing can be done to alter its
cssence, but much can be done to alter its fate, I

warnld be intcrested to know, for each of the first
zovels I've reviewed in the past year, how many
capics were sold and how much m accrued to
the author. If I were not incorrigibly lazy about
such things. I'd set vut to make the discovery,

CanWit No.25

THAT MURMUR Of innumerable keys
ou keep hearing is thesound of 10,000
usty typewriters across the country
busily pecking toward the $50,000
prize being offered by McCldland &
Stewart for a first Canadian novel.
Unfortunately, McClarkan & New-
spider is not as flush esitsold rival. But
M &N will advance $25 for the best
title and plot outline (maximum: 75
words) for a last Canadian novel, and
promises that the winning entry will

receive the same promotional treatment
lavished on the house's previous sdller,
Resurfacing in Sarnia by Joyce Castor.
FThe film rights® alone went for a

abulous $8,065.37 and the
CFDCfinanced epic, shot on wide-
screen Super-8 in living black-and-
white, now is playing legion hallsfrom
Colbomme, Ont., to Zeballos, B.C.)
Address: CanWit No. 25, Books in
Canada, 366 Adelaide Street East,
Toronto M5A IN4. The deadline is

Sept. 31,

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO. 23

WITHIN THE viable parameters Of the
polysyllabic exercise. them was dn
abundance of superlative bureaucra-
tese. Jargon-wise, we would have to
say that the out-front contender is Grant
Buckler of Wolifville, N.S. He will be
the recipient, the post Office willing, of
two sawbucks and a five-spot for the
following artful ecircumlocutions.
(N.B., the answers tothesesldll-testing
questions are printed at the end of this

column.)
]

1. With reference to the proposition cf impart-
ing by any educationel process whatsoever, to
any specimen of the species canis domesticus of
advanced chronalogical standing, any ability in
an activity at which said Individual (Specimen of
cants domesticus) did not previously exhibit a
noticesble degree of proficiency, the probability
cf such an operation proving feasible Is by the
most optimistic estimates approximately zaro.

2. The segment or division of the physique
superior in altitude to &l accompanying ele-
ments cfsaid plysique and encompassing within
its parameters cerebrum. cerebellum, and
medulla oblongata, and additionally the audi-
tory, olfsctory, ad visual organs, can be
confidently identified. generally and specifi-
catly, as being more highly advantageons \When
exiant in doplicate.

Hongurable mentions:

3. One incontrovertible aspect of those in high-
ranking positions ¢ power,wealth or influence
Is that regardless cf their inevitable desires to
indulge in immoderate or Seifish behavior, it is
incumbent upon them to so order their activities
as to elevate themselves above potential eriti-
cism, and by example, reinforce the universality
of opinion that their siratifled status is because of
their implicit supegiority. In the final analysis,
therefore, escalating influence implii escalating
responsibilities.

-Kevin Q"Cahan, Dundas, On!.

4. Both the counseling of and the acquiescence
in those acts which could be cons as being
contraty to peace, order, and good government
as might from time to time be unilaterally im-
posed by the central authority will by those
members of the citizenry activated by a spirit of
patriotic duty and whose allepiance is unques-
tionable be avoided.

David Skene-Melvin, Hamilon, New Zealand

5. The principal socio-economic growth centre
of the gecond-lan minerity may be charac-
terized by associating its nomenclature with an
invocation to as alleged supreme belng, utilizing
exclamatory phraseology and the vocative case.

-Bill Davies, Vancouver

6. Notwithstanding my rrevious menloranda to
tbe contrary, and seriously taking into considera-
tics the precarious implications Of the current

circumstantial interfaces of reality, 1 herewith
agree 1o be separated from all of the space/time
co-ordinates within my “control (including all
phenomenological parameters) if simultaneously
granted material possession O f ope solid,
hogfed, quadruped of'the equestrian variety.

— Sarzh Cohen, Toronto

7. Research has shown that as far as can be
determined, the copfinement of a unitary omi-
thic manifestation within the parameters Cf the
terminal part of the vertebrote forelimb, in other
words that appepdage which could be said to
distinguish fiomo sapiens from other species.
has a tendency to equate favourably, if not more,
with a dyadic manifestation of the above-
mentjoned classification within a random mani-
festation of more or less arboreal tendencies.

— Kathleen Hamilton, Ottawa

8. It is a matter Cf no little disappointinent that
the speaker is not in 2 position to make available

. SAVE 20% ON BOOKS -
throngh our mail order service

Wa ean supply olmest aby book in priat, bardcover

or paparback, nt 30 Per cent disconnt In most cases,

Welte Yor ¢ur cptalogus ar for price quolallon om
thy beoks you wonl:

the book fiend
Dcpt.12, Cox 8354, Statlon &, Toroote I‘.151.'J-‘IP1.
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Sok nesthas Litrmoten nicat e gulay of wor sarvies.

=< UNITED
NATIONS

YEARBOOK OF THEUNITED NATIONS
1974 28th Edillon
“As the work of the United Natlons be-
comes more complex and wide-ranging,
the nead for a conclse and accurate rec-
ord [ncreases comespondingly. The Year-
book of the United Nellons Ia designad to
mest that need, Each volume of the Yeoar-
book contalns a suceinct yet comprehen-
slve account of the activities of tha world
Organlzation during a particular year."”
Secretary-General Kurt Watdhelm
Order No. E.76.1.1 Clothbound $35.00

STATISTICAL YEARBOOK 1978
Important compliation of statlstics from
countrias throughout the world covering a
wide range of economic and soclal sub-
lects, Including: population, agriculture,
manufacturing, construction, transpori,
trade, balance of payments, national In-
coma, education and culture. Improved
statistlcal covarage has enabled the Year-
book to widen the lerritorlel scope of
many of its tables and to provide mara
comprehensive and accurale world and
continental aggregatles.
Order No. E/F.77.XVII.1 -
Clothbound $45.00

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS
Room A-3315
New York, N.Y. 10017

ar
UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS
Palals des Natlons

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
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Lo his national cntity more than a single state of

fonctional activity and continual change peculiar

to organized und animate marter. 4
-G. L. Bedwell, Mill Bay, B.C.
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CLASSIF

>AD)

Classified rates: $3 per line (40 characters to
the line). Deadline:first of the month for issue
dated following month. Address: Socks in
Canada Classified, 366 Adelaide Street East,
Tcmntc MBA 1N4, Phone: (416) 383-5428,

AUTHORS: Recognition. prestige,self-satis-
faclion and financlal reward may be yoursl If
you have an unpublished bock-length manu-
scripl complete or almost complete and
desire to have it published, mail it or a letter of
inqulry to: INITIATIVE PUBLISHING
HOUSE. 84 Richmond Street E.. Toronto.
Ontario M5C 1P1 {416 3653021). Free
“Subsldy Publishing Kit" upon request. No
obligation.

BOOI{S FROM INDIA readlly available in
Canada. For catalogus of books In Indian
languages. please write to: HIMALAYA
BOOKS, Box 2112. Stn. B, Bramalea, Onta-
ric L8T 383.

JEWISH DIALOGUE welcomes new con-
tributors in Canadian Jewish figtion. Contact
Joe Rosenblati, Editor, Suite 7, 1488 Ycnge
St.. Toronto, Ontario.

KITES. books on kites, accessaries, kite-
making materials. ete. For infermation or mail
order catalogue, write “ The Kite Store,’
848-AYonge St, Taronto, Onjario M4W 2H1.

OUR DAY AND AGE -A Paslic Narration
‘&Lhis is a plea tc the people of Canada), by

na Belle Pallen. These 50 poems ara by a
grandmother who loves naturs, children,
people and God. $2 acopy, 100 pages
4 7. Second printing: May 1977. Prepald
orders only. Trade discounts. THE SPIRI-
TUAL PRESS, Box284-BIC, Station G,
Toranto, Ontario M4M 3G7.

QUT-OF-PRINT Canadiana boughtandsold.

Calalogues Sent free on request. Huronia
Canadiana Socks. Box 686, Alliston, Ontario
LOM 140.

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF INDIAN
CLASSICS. A continuing series of beautiful,
full-colour books = stories from Indian his-
tory, religion, mythology and felklere. Over
130 tittes already In print. Send $2 for 4
gpecimen copies and a complete calalogue
lo INDIA BOOK HOUSE, P.O. Box 283.
Station Z, Taronto, Canada M5N 224.
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'Books received

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books have
been received by Books in Canada in
recent weeks. Inclusion in this list does

_not preclude a review or notice in

future issue:

The Lucky Little Dragon, by Joan Racside, Wynkyn Press,

The Tenln Thot Gol Lost, by Joan Raeside, Winkyn Press.

DrilL Fishing, hﬁm Gllbere -7al . Salaire.

Praspecis for a Soclalist Canada. cdited by Joha Ridd.)l and
Art Young. Vunguard.

Salling Crall in Canada. by Cllf Newman, McGraw-Hill

£1400.

Tlmnﬁlslnrhor the Saugeen Indians, by Peter §. Schmalz,
Ontario Histarical Sociaty.

‘Where to Fins Salmon, by Alcc Memriman, Charfes White and

Labour Refodonss d Colleeil '

ahour Relotlons and Colleeihe Bargaining, by Genald E.

Philllps, Butterw orth & Co., wining, by

Lmln* 0ad Travel, by Alec and Talfy Merriman. Salilre.

Lower l|;lnslnrdl Backruads, by Richard Wright and Rachelle

. Sulualse. .

Which \ay Akead? Canada Afier Wageand Price Control,
edited by Michael Walker, The Fr:::s.:‘r Institute.

The Comudians, by Patricia A. Mooy, Clarke Irwin,

The Poeiry of Modern Qurbec, cdited by Fred Copswell,
Harvest House.

Canadlzan Used Car Guide, by Phi! Edmonston, Musson.

Vascular Flants of Brliish Columbia, by Roy L. Tayler and
Bruce MacBryde, UBC Press. -

But lCn_u You Type2: by Jil) McChalla aod June Adam, Clarke

rwin.
Ludergronnd te Canada. by Rarbara Smocker, Clarke Irain.
Nliﬂ‘l’il'l ] E\l.l.-r Happrns in Polnte-Claire, by John McAuley,
icule.

Murders In the Welcome Cafe, by Andpe Farcas, Vehicule,
The Concrele Isfand. by Geonze Bowering, Vehicule.
The Sironpe Case of Tnspecior Loophole, by Opal L.
Nations. Vehicale. .
Natural Kesonrces of British Columbla and the Yukon, by
Mary L. Barker. Douglas. David & Charles Ltd,

Honey , by Claudia Lapp. Vehicule.

Many Velees: An Anlhnlng)DnI‘ Contemporars Canadlan
Indiun Poetry, edited by David Day and Marilyn Bower-

ing. J.J. Douglas.

Mouse Woman and The Mischicl-Mohers, by Christic
Haryis, M&S.

Ash, by David Walker, Tolem Books. - N

A Bibliogruph) of Canadian Notlve Aris. by Jan und Patricia
Brodkey. G.L.C. Publishers.

The Galts, by H. B. Timothy, M&S.

Ten Cycles of Lieder, by Marie-Thérdse Paquin. Les Presses
de I"'Univershé da Montrdal.

Wamen in Canada, adited by Morylee Stephenson. Qeperal.

Pocms by Barker Fairley. e Street Press.

Three Plays. by Michazl Cook, Brealwater,

Zama's Book, by Zama Jason-Heame, Intermedin.

The Lure of fhe Labrador Wild, by Dillan Walloge,
Breakwaler.

Way s of the Flesh. by Yves Theriault, ti?e.

Northern Frontier, Northern Homeland: The Report of the
Mackenxle Valley Pipcline Inquiry : Volume 1, Supply &
Servives Canada.

Little Badger and the Fire Spirit, l&y Maria Campbell, M&S.

The Goat and the Tiger, by Derck ©. Askey. Paperfacks. .

The Kramer Projoct. by Robert A. Smith. PaperJacks.

Discor ering Stomps, by Bryan Buchun. Scholastic-Tab.

le_r City Beyond the Gotes. by M. Roy Cliften. Schelastic-

i

b,
Flaming Si2r, by Nicky Millurd. Scholastic-Tab.
Bload 1 tlering. by Cuily Ford, Intermedin.
Cunadian Shart Fictlon Anthology, edited, by Cathy Ford.

Intermedia.

I-'rlcldm:m on Galbraith. by Milion Friedman. The Fraser
nstitute. .

Landscope. ediied by Allnon, Hood ood Rapoaport, The
Woman™s Wriling Collective.

One Penny — Twa Penny. by Bruce Sutherland, Sutherland
Publishing.

Pear Sceds In My Mouth, by Glen Sogestad, Sesame Press.

Populatien Change in the Pacific Reglon, edited 6y Chang
und Donaldson, Thirteemth Paclfic Science Congress.

Any One Con Make Bip Money Buyjog Art. by Morton
Shulman. Fil:.henri & Whiteslde.

New Brupswick Inside Oul, by Colleca Thompion, Wax-

ulng.
Pen&l:nﬁl' the Valley. by George J. Bullred. Twin Valleys

o
Cnnarln Eﬂ'“' edited by K. A. Hamilion, Writer's Union of

na
The Celile Way of Life. Cumtculum Davelopment Unit of
Trinity College, Macmulln,
Clty ax Classronm, by McLuhan, Hotchon, und McLuhan.
Book Soclety of Canada

ty 3

South Africa: A Modern History. by T.R.H. Dnenpon.
Uof T Press.

Depresshun Siorles, by Sidaey Hutcheson. New Star Books.

1 Belitre. hy T. Lobsang Rampa. Corgi.

The Mullinatianal Enferprise In a1 Hostile World. cdied by
G. Carzon & V. Curzon. Macmillan.

Manse Magic, by Miles Smecion. Totem.

Fucus on 2 Shadom . by Makate, Commoner™s Publishing.

Thu.-sl;lh Beiween the Syas., by David MeCullough, Simon &

T

FlIr-on Helen Morgan. by John Froderic Gibson, Tatem.

Enjoy. Enjoy! by Max Ferguson, Totem,

The_ Bass Saaophone. by Josef Skverecky. Ansoen-

Cariwnrpght,
Wilderness Camping. by Dougla Dunt. MoGraw-Hill
Ryerson.

R S RS- L SO AU ol ML

Sered Catalopue. by Reber Kroetich, Tumsione_

Proverhs. by Ken Noris ood Tom Konyves, Vehicule.

Report on the Second Holfafthe Twentielh Century , by Ken
Norris. Cross Country Press.

Esanzo, Songs for my Couniry. transfaied by Jan Pallister.

flions Naaman,

Who Does What: A Handbonk of Canadian Coolerence of
the Arts, CCA.

Of You und Me, Nous Autres: A Cenlemporary Vizwn of
Human Rights. All About Us  #Nous Avires, Inc.

The English Fuce of Irish Nntionollsm, by Ak O'Day.
Macmillan

Axn Introduction te the Aris In Canada, by Robast Fulford,

Copp Clark.
Dhslony, by Stephen Morisscy. Sunken Fonmm Precs.
The Preciplicus Path, by Roper 0" Toale, Peter Marmin.
The Common Touch, by T. A. Keenlyside, Dosbledyy.
‘Wonted: Doncld M n, by Clarke Wallace. Deubleday,
Initieflve and Response. by Anthony Careless,
McGill-Queen's.
Honest “"um:nﬁ Whyne Roberts, new hogtonn pross,
Rnﬂﬁ;:;:: e New Edgar Coyce. by Allen Spraggen,
Exploring the UBC Endowment Lands, by Art Klassen and
Jan Teversham, 1.J. Danplas,
Garibaldl Pork. by Dan Bowors, 1) Dougls,

Explari

Llﬂle Mommals of the Parific Noribwesl, by Ellen B.
Kriteman. J.J. Douglas.

Common Seaweeds of the Paclic Const, by 5. Robert

Whaland, J.J. Dougles.
Halfway te (he Goldficlds, by Lorraine Haryis, J.1. Douglas.
Wiys Rarsh and Wild, by Doris Anderson. J.J. Dougla,
Tales of the Koolenays, by Fred ). Smych, 1.J. Douglas,
The Cnn:lldian House of Commons., by John B. Stenan, J.J.

as.
Canadian Conzumer"2 Suryh al Book, by Bllen Rozeman and
Phil Edmonsion, Genezal. -
Llttle-Miss-Yes-Miss, by Yvonne Singer, Kitfs Cun Press.
Infiation: The Disease and the Remedy. by Cail E. Pope,
Pore Intemational Publications.
Jackpine Sonncis, bgMillm Acom, Sieel Rall,
From Desolation te Splendour, by Marla Tippeit and Doug-
las Cole. Clarke Irwin.
Spallumcheen: the vlsual em fronment, by W. C. Yeomans,
B.C. Land Commission. N
The Hand of Robin Squires, by Joan Clark, Clarke Jrwin.
'l’mall&lll Century Canzdian Composcra. by lan L. BradTey,

.L.C. Publy
Canada and the Transition 4o Commonwcalth. by Philip Q.
Wigley, Cambridge Univdrsity Press.
Indlans Don't C%. by Gmg: Kenny, Chimto Publishing.
Straiford Under Cover, by Grace Lydiati Shaw, NC Press.
Yﬂgﬂ:{l Sorron. Years of Shame, by Barry Broadfoor,

3y.
The Grey Goose ol Arnhelm. by Leo Heaps. Paperlocks.

No Life fora 'y by Lotta Demy . PaperJacks.
gkln Dise. by'i:ﬂi\gn-. P:per.lalﬁ:s:.y P

What Escry American Should Know Aboul Canada, by
Tam Deachm:n. PaperJachs.

Luetrile Case Historles, by Richardson and Grifiln, Banlam.

Tim Type, by Elizabeth Brady. Fiddlshexd.

Blue Negatives, by Roberi Billings. Fiddlchead.

Distances. by Cyril Dabydeen. Fiddlehead,

Socin! Democrary In Canada, by Desmond Morton, Sxmuel

Thtnlifrnser-\-lllrksun Library, by Edgor C. Moodey. Clise

ey

These Mountoins Are Our Sacred Places, by Chief Dan

" Snow, Sxmue] Stevens.

The Ryan’s Fancy Songbook, selecied and edited by Pat
Byme, Breakwaler,

Knife Nolehook. Rikki, Fiddlehcad.

Thislsa List, by Linda R « Fiddlchead.

Bakasl: Chonge the World I Want to Stay On, by Mike
Nickerson, Nows Avtres Canada Inc.

The Inslde Animal, by Arthur Adamson. Tumnsione.

Apples, Peaches and Pears. by Elizabesk Baird, Jomes

Lorimer.
‘Tura Him Lacse, by €1iff Favlknor. Western Producer Prairic
oks.
m EIIII:'"IE ‘Traln. by Ken Liddell. Western Peoducer Prairic
lonks,

‘The Canadian Legal System. by Gerald L.. Gall, Carswell.

‘The Canadian Lefi, by Norman Peoncr. Prentice-Hall.

Bentbam on Liberty, by Douglas G. Long. Uof T Press.

The '?I Iml.;e af the Empiy Beds. by Geonpe Jasper Wherreit.
of T Press.

Qut of Plare, by Eli Mandel. Press Porcepic,

Amnother Time, by Eli Mandel, Prexs Poreepic,

Brebeuf: A Martyrdom of Jean de. by Eldon Gamel. Press

Percepic.
Rapc: The Price of Coertive Sexuallty. by Lorenne Clork and
Debm Lew ), Women's Press.
Adventures With Wiid Animols. by Andy Russell. Hurtig.
People of the Coast, by Gmrgne Woodcock. Huniﬁ.
Garden Perrenlals, by A. R. Buckely, Hancock House.
Haryesl of Salmon, by Zos Landale, Hancock House,
Modern Romanlan
Mosale Press,
Eskimo Life of Yesterday . Huncock House,
Talem Poles of the Northwest. by B. Allen. Hancock House.
Indlans of the Narthuest Coast. by D. Allen. Hancock

House.

Life With the Eshimo. Hanonck House.

What Esery Woman Should Know Ahout Hysterectomy., by
W. Glfford-Jones, Filzhenry & Whiteside,

Our UFO Visltors, by Jobn Mager. Hancock House.

No Other Country, by Al Purds. M&S.

A New Athens, by Husll Hood. Oberoa.

Furred ond Feathered Peaple. by Jobn Wainecoll, Vesta,

+ Purring Is My Business, by Wilbert A. Craw ford, Vesta.
TIn-J‘l\e Livey uf Ben Eecht. by Doug Fehecling, Lester &
n.
l-:rhueTﬁ'rm Labour's War. by Dana Fraser, New Hogtown
renn.

The Colour of Onitario. by Bill Braoks. Hounshra:,

Arts Meirp, Learnas Press,

Gold-Fever Trafl. by Monica Hughes. 1.0, Le Bel.

A Very Small Rebellion, by JanTruss, I M_Le Bel,

Dreadence & Objectisfly. by Lawrence Hawerh., UofT

eiry, cdited by Nicholas Catanoy.
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You Are Invited To Join These Prominent Canadians Who Support

I PR 5
Jolnm _/@Jﬂ e
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On February 6, 1975. racetrack steward John Damien, at age 43, after 20 years of
service. was fired by the Ontario Racing Commission on the grounds that he is homosexual.

‘Mr. Damien performed his duties well in the past. h's not because he wasn'ta
good judge.” Charles MacNaughton. then-Chairman of the Ontario Racing Commission
was quoted es saying in afront-page story in The Globe and Maif: ‘\We have reason to believe
Damien had or might have relations with people he might have to make judicial decision
upon et the track. The performance and conduct of his responsibilities could be influenced.
That's it and nothing more.”

Two vears later. Damien’s suit. charging “wrongful dismissal’ and claiming
damages is still before the coutts. He has sold practically all his personal possessions to meet
- his financial obligations. He is employed es aclerk in a Torontooffice and earns $112. a week.
The Committee to Defend John Damicn estimates that $30.000 at least is required to meet
hi legal costs over the next year. Canadians from every part of the country have donated
$21.000 to date. YOU can help John Damien in two ways: by signing the coupon below and
giving your maral support for his right to work in the tiild of his choice and proven
experience. regardless of sexual orientation. And. if you can, enclose a donation of any size
(it is tax-deductible and will be promptly acknowledged by the Committee.)

John Damien is not protected by existing Human Rights legislation et either the
provincial or federal levels of government — because heir homosexual. Only you can help —
and in so doing. prove that thii “exiled” men is indeed part of the human community and
Canadian society.

John Damien is not merely concerned with establishing civil rights for himself.
as one individual. or solely for male and female gay people es a group: hi application end
charter for THE JOHN DAMIEN FOUNDATION. an organization that will help protect
the basic civil rights of any person discriminated against on the grounds of race, religion. age.
language or sexual orientation. has been approved by the Federal government.Fighting his
own case is only the beginning

Help Give Back To John Damien What
No One Had A Right To Take Away In The First
o~ |P|ace: His Job -And His Self-Respect.

Mordem_i Richl_e_r_

o []I:II:II:II:II:IDDDDDDEDDDUDDDDDDDDDDD|:|

1 0

[0 The John Damien Foundation. 0

O Box 117, Station V. 0

-0 TORONTO. Ont. M6R JA4. ]

O | support John Damien’s right to work in the field ol his choice and prove” E”

1 experience; end support changing existing (Federal and Provincial) Human I:H

[0 Rights Codes to include protection of all Canadians. regardless of sexual U

. [0 orientation. 0O

Charmion King June Callwood H Name: U
Pierre Berton, Barbara Frum, John Robert Colombo, 0 . H
Betty Lee. Marie<Claire Blab. Allen King., Jane Role Address: 0
Jack Batten, Margaret Gibson. Andreas Schroeder. [ A mMroCOO0COOC0DOCO0000

Brian Linehan, Mary Meigs. Patricia Watson




TOM THOMSON
"l.ihe Silence and the Storm
la P. Sidcox

Canada celebrates the 100th
anniversary of his birth with the mosi
I:eautiful gift book of the year . . o
172 full-colour painti the
legendary, celebrated Tom Thomson,
with text by Harold Town and David
Silcox.

$29.95 to December 3177

$42.50 thereafter

ACTOF GOD
Charles lon

The most dramalic, chilling, and soon-
to-be the most talked about novel of
1977. 31095

THE SCORCHED-WQOD

PEO

Rudy Wiebe

Tha ing epic of Riel and
Dumont lhe celebraled author of
The Tempialions of Dig Bear. $12.95

THREE DECADES OF DECISION
Canada and the World Monetary
System, 1944-75

A.F.W. Plumptre

Understanding the Canadian dollar in
today's world economy. $6.95 pa.

BOURINOT'S RULES OF ORDER
rey Sta.
The clearest, most autherilative
handbooklgﬁldebook for meetings at
$4.95 pa.
SIO.IJIJ balher»llke clubroom edition

PLEASURE OF RUINS

Ro and Rose Macaulay

A revised edition of the classic picture-
word portrait of the world’s most
famous historical ruins. $19.95

THE TUNING OF THE WORLD
Murray Schajer
A pioneering exploration of past and
g::::':t sonic environments, by
a's world-renowned composer.
“An extracrdinary book, Joscinating....
;l!mmfatmg" — Puhhshar s Weekly.

GARDEN IN THE WIND

Gabrielle Roy

Translated byAlan Brown

Four masterpieces of short fiction from
the celebrated author of The Tin Flute
and other classics. $10.00

A POLITICAL MEMOIR

Walter L. Gordon

The complete and candid personal
account of Walter L. Gmdon 's political

years. 815.95
THE SYMONS REPORT

Tom Symons

Are we being colonized ihmugh our
education system?

lations in a condensed version or lhe

neenonsense report. $1.95 pa.
DEATH OF A LADIES' MAN
Leonard Cohen
The poet’s newest book.

$14.95 cloth $5.95 pa..
ANTARCTICA _

Two Years Amnngsl the lce

of the South Pol

Orto Nordy enslqnld

A classic firsthand chranicle of polar
survival. $25.00
CONTINENTAL

CORFORATE POWER

Economic Linkages Between
Canada and the United States

Wa lement

Maps the lines of power within the

North American financial elite, and
examines the vast multinational
corporations that dictale Canadian
business decisions.

£14.95 cloth $6.95pa

THE BOOK OF HUNTING
Ruth Bucher and Norman Gelb, editors
One of the most exciting collections of

LAl

STRIKE!

Walter Stewar:

A touah, picket-ine perspeciive on this
strike-prone nation’s labour debacle
that costs Canadians 9,000,000 man-
hours yearly. $10.00

AUNTY HIGH OVER THE
BARLEY MOW

Dennis T. Patrick Sears

The long-awaited second novel by the
bestselling auther of The Lark i the

Clear Arr. Don't miss it S12 50
TORONTO
Rudi Christl and Wiham Kilboumn

A speclacular salule 1o the great city, in
2 luxunous photegraphi book with a
lively commentary $27.

FIRE CANOE
Prairte SteB:ml_maI Days Revisited

s
The glamour, tribulations and romance
of steamboat days or: Canada's prairie

nvers $16.95
IMAGES OF SPAIN

Mordeca: Richier

Photographs by Peter Chnstopher

A magnificent photographic tribule
with an entertaining, personal
g?graenlary by the celebrated novehst.

NO OTHER COUNTRY'
AL Py

Al Purdy's No Other Country s a tonkc

for the imes. The stories, from his
tl?ateolg. are about Canada — of course.

THE DIONNE YEARS

A Thirties Melodrama

Pierre Berfon

The Thirties were the Dionne

Qumtuphs. and The Dwonne Years
have never been betier lold thanin

Pierre Berlon's newest bestseller

$12.50

SEX AND VIOLENCE INTHE
CANADIAN NOVE!
The Ancestral Presem

hn Moss
A critical assessmeni of Canadian
fiction, 1960 to 1975 5695 pa.

THE COVENANT

Irving Layton

Flashing with genius, Layton continues
the controversy sparked by For My
Brother Jesus. 54 95 pa

COLONY TO NATION

A History of Canada

A.RM. Lower

Alter 30 years, this classwc hgtory s stll
the most popular, incsive and lvehest,
Updated introduction First paperback
edition §1! 95pa

BEL RIA
Sherla Burnford
Aller sixleen years, another classc

anurnal story trom the author of The
Incredible Journev sl og
BEGINNINGS

A Book for Widows

Betiy Jane Wylie

Written out ol personal experience. a
sengitive bul direct guidebook
prachcal and personal derads.
situations and problems

BUILDING A HOUSE INV

NEW FRANCE

Peter N. Moogk .

T unque perspechive exarmnes hlein
pre-1760 Quebec Wirmer ol the 1975

1]

5795

u.'oddwlldllle holography ever
published.  © Y& se0.00

Samte Mane Paze n History $9 95

DANCING GIRLS

Margaret Atwood

The best of Margaret Atwood's short
hehon to date — fourteen stories
collected for the first ime sio 95“

THE EDUCATION QF

EVERETT RICHARDSON

Stlver Donald Cameron

A workmgman's perspeciveon a

hlstory making sinke. A major,
mf uman contzibution la the

slanding of Canadian labour.
54 95 pa.

THE COLOURS OF WAR

Mat! Cohen

The newesl novel by the auther of

The Disinheried and Wooden Hunrers
envisages Canada as a police-state

torn by war and revolution Si1000

THE FAT MAN

Selected Poems 1962-1972

John Newlove

The best and favounie poems from s
seven books to date $4.95 pa.

LIGHTLY
Chipman Hell
A novel of mythic dimensions full of the

feel of the sea and the love en a
boy and us granddad $895
THIS IS WHERE WE CAME IN

The Career and Character of
Canadian Films
Marun Knelmen
A comprehensive, colourful and candid
lack at Canadian films by the Canadun
J:l_qguzme cnlic $5 95 pa.

CORNERS IN THE GLASS

Ralph Gusiafson

Governor General's Award uinner
Ralph Gustalson’s newest volume of
verse $4.95 pa

GHOST IN THE WHEELS
Selected Poems 1920-1976

Earle Birney

The mosi representative selectron yet

of this major poet’s work $495pa
WHIRLIGIG

Selected Prose and Poetry of Ernest
Buckier

Buckler's verse and commc essays have
Just the nghi touch of hight - hearled

wisdom

BLOODY HARVEST
Grahame Woods

A reckless, savage novel about an
aging misfit’s last stand against
Oppression 3129

ANIMALS AND MEN .

Their Relationship as Raflected in

Western Art from Prehistoru_to the *
sent Day

Sir Kenneth Clark

The newest pictorial volume from the

emment author of Cashzahon 327 50

THE SPECKLED BIRD
Wilfiam Burler Yeats
Published here tor the hrst tme — lour
versions of the autobiographical novel
g; sthe great Insh poet and mysuc

on

THE SCARECROWS OF
SAINT-EMMANUEL

André Major

Translated by Sheda Fischman
Queber s 197h Governor General's
Award wanner c1eales a dazeling blend
ol sensaionalsm and fine lneralure

Smnn

McClelland & Stewart:The Canadian Publishers

ffor ¢

LITTLE BADGER AND THE

FIRE SPIRIT

Marra Campbeil

Hlustrated by Dawd Maclagan

Glowing with mamc enchamtment, 2
classic Indian legend ol how humans
ganed the benefit of fire $2.95

WILLIE THE SQUOWSE
Ted Allan

Hlustranons by Quennn Blake

From the awhor of Lies My Father
Told Me  anenterlamng story about
an unusual creature . . half squirrel,
half mouse $5.95

THE NIGHT THE CITY SANG
Peter Desbarars

HMustratrons by Frank Newfeld

Three caphivating Christmas tales wiath
drawings by the dlusirator of Alligator
Pie and Nicholas Knock $5.95

FROZEN FIRE

James Houston

Hiustratans by the author

Archic action and adventure as twa
boys brave the elements.

THE MAGIC STONES

Awva [ovstan

flustrations by Barbara Kiunder
A tenderhearted boy discovers the
ﬁc 9“5" of some sad, waihng sfones.

ON STAGE PLEASE

mca
Hﬁlsfmlrons bvafr?'lm Bransky

Canada’s world lamous ballenna tells a
slory about a litele girl’s passion for
dancmg $6.95

SNAILS, SLUGS, SPIDERS
AND BUGS. ..

Trudy Rising

Rlustranons by Kathryn De Vos-Miller
Around-the-seasons outdoor -
ure, that's hield and feld-gude

all in one.

WHY THE MAN IN THE MOON

IS HAPPY

And Other Eskimo Creation Stories
Retold by zack

Mustratons bv Laszlo Gal

Ega the author of Raven, Creator of the
rid and The Day Tuk Became e

Hunier 55.95

PETER PITSEOLAK'S ESCAPE
FROM DEATH
Written and "lusrraled by
Peter Pitseolak
Translaled and Edited by Domlhy Eber
Dramatic simplicity in a words-
colour piciures tale of Eslamo
ture. $5.95 pa.

THECOTTAGE AT

CRESCENT BEACH

Ann Blades

Iustrations by the author

A summer by the-sea reminiscence by
the prize winming author of Meary of
Mile 18 $4

A SECRET IN MY POCKET
Maddline Kronby

Hustranans by Anna Vaitech

An engaging story of dahghtful humour

— and a lningual atmosphere. 5495
CHARLIE MEETS THE GOOMBY
Paul Bauley
flustratuns by Dan Wiadyka

A scarey funny stary of a hitle boy's
adventure in an exotic lantasy land.
$4.95

A CHILD'S CANADA:

TON CANADA

A colourful calendar of brilhant
drawmgs with French and English
Egnzr;ns by children acmss Canada

POOH'S QUIZ BOOK

Inspired by A A Milne

Hiusiranons be E H Shepard

A question-and answer book about rhe
beloved <lassics 34 95

—— — = —w g



